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Currency from two Farmsteads 
in the Ancient Leivithra Plains in Southern Pieria

Eleni Klinaki

Excavation of the past two decades has brought to light a number of rural installations 
at the broader area of Macedonian Olympus (Pigi Athinas, Tria Platania, Goritsa, 
Triantafillia, Kompoloi, Douvari I – II, Skotina Resort) (fig. 1).1 They are located at the 
territory of the cities Heraklion and Leivithra and are dated at Classical and Hellenis-
tic period.2 They are classified to small, semi-mountainous farmhouses with limited 
production just for self-sufficiency (Goritsa, Triantafillia)3 and to large lowland farm-
steads – ἀγρεπαύλεις – with surplus production and commercial activity (Tria Platania4, 
Kompoloi-Douvari5).

The current paper examines the numismatic material of the two neighbouring coun-
try houses at Kompoloi and Douvari I site. Kompoloi was a wine production estate of 
about 5 acres.6 It was located near the coastal road connecting Macedonia with Thessaly, 
at a distance of about 3 km from Leivithra7 and Heraklion8. It is dated from the second 
half of the 4th to the early 3rd century BC when it was violently destroyed possibly 
during the invasion of the Gauls9. It consisted of two inner-facing buildings, the house 
to the east and the winery to the west, connecting with a roofed corridor in a compound 
complex of 1350 m2 (fig. 2). A number of 47 pithoi and pithoi pits were found in the 
storage area and outdoors. The capacity of biggest pithoi for processing and storage 
wine is calculated up to 2000 liters each.10

Fig. 1: Google Earth map with ancient farmhouses and cities of southern Pieria.
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A total of 230 coins derived, all bronzes except from 2 silver.11 The main bulk of both 
royal and civic coins was found at the broader area of the house. They were mostly 
unearthed at the northern and eastern wing of the house, which also were the richest 
in fine pottery, indicating that the main living quarters and the public sections of the 
house were situated in that area (fig. 2). On the contrary, just a few coins and almost no 
other findings derived from the storage area (pitheon), indicating a limited accessibility 
perhaps as a result of the vulnerability of wine. Predictably, royal coinage forms the vast 
majority (c. 90%), mainly been represented by Macedonian issues (fig. 3. 4. 5). A total of 
22 civic and federal coins were also found, struck by 14 mints (fig. 3). The regal coins 
belong to Amyntas III (1), Philip II (55), Alexander III (75), Cassander (45), Demetrius 
Poliorcetes (15), Antigonus Gonatas (3) and Perseus (1).

Just a few bronzes are attributed to the initial phase of the farmstead, consisting 
of only the western storage building – in a simpler form – along with some outdoor 
structures and a vineyard. They are all royal issues except from 1 civic.12 The earliest are 

Fig. 2: Kompoloi: Plan of the farmstead with coin distribution.
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Fig. 3: Kompoloi: Coins per issuing authority.

Fig. 4: Kompoloi: Regal coins (a. Philipp II, b – d. Alexander III).
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1 coin of Amyntas III (‘Heracles/eagle’)13 and a few of Philip’s II main type (‘male head/
rider’)14 (fig. 4a). More than a half concern the main types of Alexander III ‘Heracles/
weapons ΑΛΕΞΑΝΔΡΟΥ ’15 and ‘BA’16 (fig. 4c – d). The ‘shield (thunderbolt)/helmet BA’ 
(fig. 4b)17 and ‘male head/horse ΑΛΕΞΑΝΔΡΟΥ ’18 types are represented with just 1 coin 
each. As concluded from the coins and the pottery, the wine making farmstead was 
founded at the time of Philip II, a period of political and economic stability that en-
couraged the intensive agriculture and the installation of big farm units for specialized 
production.19

The main phase has yielded two silver and a three-digit number of bronze coins, in-
cluding two small circulation hoards (fig. 2)20. “Kompoloi/2000” hoard was buried north-
ern of the house, consisting of 25 coins, 15 of Philip (‘male head/rider’) and 10 of 
Alexander (9 ‘Heracles/weapons ΑΛΕΞΑΝΔΡΟΥ ’ and 1 ‘Heracles/weapons ΒΑ’).21 
“Kompoloi/1997” hoard, which was scattered northern the pitheon and had been pos-
sibly concealed within it, comprises 11 coins of Cassander’s ‘Heracles/seated lion 
ΚΑΣΣΑΝΔΡΟΥ ’ primary type.22 The high proportion of Philip’s hoard and stray coins 
can be explained by their long-term circulation and the existence of posthumous is-
sues.23 Alexander’s coins are predominant as in the initial phase. However, there is now 
a significant percentage of posthumous issues, consisting of a drachm of ‘Heracles/
Zeus’ type24 and the ‘male head/horse ΑΛΕΞΑΝΔΡΟΥ ’ bronze type, which, as Ch. Gatzolis 
has confirmed through hoard evidence, was struck by Cassander in the name of Ale-
xander IV (fig. 5a).25 If the coins within Alexander’s reign are divided from the posthu-
mous issues, the numismatic presence of Cassander prevails (fig. 6). The latest is 
represented with all his bronze coin types, with predominance of ‘Heracles/rider’26 
main regal type (fig. 5c) and a high percentage of ‘Heracles/seated lion’ prior type 

Fig. 5: Kompoloi: Regal coins (a. posthumous Alexander III, b – c. Cassander, d – e. De-
metrius Poliorcetes)
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(fig. 5b). So, as coin finds indicate, the winery farmstead was expanded during 
Alexander’s reign or in the early – post Alexandrian period and flourished in time of 
Cassander, when the neighboring farmhouse at Douvari as well as the farmstead at Tria 
Platania were established.27 As based on amphora study, Kompoloi farmstead might 
produced a variety of Mendaian wine28 confirming Athenaeus (11.784c) that Cassander 
favored the mass trade of wine far beyond the city origin of Mende.29 The farmstead was 
violently destroyed in the early 3rd century BC, as is testified from Demetrius Po liorcetes’ 
coins, which mainly belong to ‘shield ( )/helmet’ Macedonian type30 (fig. 5d) as well as 
to some non-Macedonian issues31 (fig. 5e). Pottery and a few coins indicate a limited use 
of space after the destruction until the Roman conquest.32

The partly excavated installation at Douvari I consisted of a small farmhouse, some 
outdoor structures and a few wine pithoi.33 In total 25 bronze coins were found, all of 
which regal except from two Thessalian (fig. 7).34 The stray coins belong to Cassander 
after receiving the royal title, to Demetrius Poliorcetes and to Ptolemy Keraunos.35 
A small coin hoard of bronzes was buried in the farmhouse (“Douvari I/1999”). It com-
prises 1 coin of Alexander III (‘shield/helmet’), 1 of Cassander (‘Heracles/rider’), 2 of 
Poliorcetes (‘shield/helmet’) and 4 worn coins of the same type. Its concealment is pos-
sibly dated in the chaotic period from Keraunos’ death to the consolidation of Gonatas’ 
reign.36

According to numismatic evidence, the farmhouse was established – probably as 
supporting facility to Kompoloi – in the late 4th century BC.37 After its destruction in 

Fig. 6: Kompoloi: Regal coins from the main phase of the farmstead.
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the years of the Gauls’ invasion it was immediately rebuilt and remained in function 
possibly until the 2nd century BC as testified from the pottery, since coin evidence of this 
phase is lacking.

Kompoloi was a wealthy farmstead, as is mainly indicated by its size and the ex-
tended storage space that confirms a mass production of wine for large scale trade. 
Moreover, viticulture and wine production required a very costly investment in land, 
infrastructures, equipment and workforce38. Regarding the market network, the neigh-
boring cities of Leivithra and Herakleion would support the local trade of wine, as well 
as Dion due to the attendance of visitors and pilgrims.39 Moreover, the proximity of the 
farmstead to the main land route connecting Macedonia with Thessaly as well as to 
the harbor of Herakleion, allowed the disposal of wine even to long-distance markets. 
The numismatic material from Kompoloi, although partial since the house was not ex-
cavated eastwards, is much more numerous than that of other published farmhouses of 
Classical and Hellenistic Macedonia (fig. 8), as well as of Thessaly and Attica.40

Being comparable only to that of the large, lowland farmsteads Tria Platania and 
Liotopi Routsheli at Macedonia, it reflects a market oriented economy with high degree 
monetization.

As expected, the bulk of coins are bronzes, which according to the prevailing point 
of view, served mainly everyday transactions and local retail trade, whereas precious 
metal issues served large-scale trade.41 Wine was a risky but highly profitable product 
with unstable value that was influenced by a range of factors. Taking into account the 
lowest price, the content of only one large pithos from Kompoloi that held up to 2000 

Fig. 7: Douvari I: Coins per issuing authority.
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liters can be estimated at least to 132 drachmae, an indicative portion of annual profit.42 
The low percentage of precious metal coins, although very close to the average value 
of other published sites, is in contradiction to the huge quantity and the possible mass 
distribution of the wine. A possible explanation is that the countryside facilities were 
unsafe for gathering large sums of money, which would, therefore, have been kept in 
the urban residence of their owners.43 Moreover, the scarcity of precious metal coins 
and other valuable findings may indicate that the occupants took them when they aban-
doned the farmstead because of the Gauls’ threat.

Civic and federal coins are also bronzes except from a silver fraction of the Boeotian 
League.44 Despite their geographical expansion they concern isolated or limited coins 
per mint45. Similar to other sites of Pieria, the main bulk belongs to Thessaly (7)46 due 
to the proximity of the two regions and the annexation of Thessaly to the Macedonian 
kingdom.47 The rest concern Philippoi (1),48 Ouranopolis (1),49 Afytis (1),50 Histiaia (5),51 
Locri (2),52 Boeotian League (2),53 Lefkas (1)54 and Phlious (1)55. Furthermore, it’s quite 
interesting that some of the issuing regions, such as Melivoia, Histiaea, Lefkas and the 
far distanced Phliasia were wine-making lands themselves.56 Although bronze coins 
are generally considered as legal currency mainly within the territory of their is-
suing authority57, it is suggested that coins of Philippoi and possibly some issues from 
Thessaly must have circulated within the Macedonian kingdom during the second half 
of 4th century BC.58 L. Robert explained the presence of foreign bronzes at a site in terms 
of people’s movement for various purposes, as merchants, craftsmen, artists, soldiers 
etc.59 The foreign coins at Kompoloi primarily illustrate the contacts of its residents 

Fig. 8: Kompoloi: Coins from Macedonian farmhouses.
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with people from other regions through land and sea routes, whether workers, visi-
tors or merchants. Their geographical expansion and the high proportion (circa 10%), 
approaching that of urban centers,60 might be a further indication of the intensive com-
mercial activity of the farmstead or of the widespread trade of the wine. On the con-
trary, the farmstead at Tria Platania with diversified surplus production for domestic 
consumption and limited local trade had only six foreign coins, all Thessalian.61 Fur-
thermore, the semi-mountainous farmhouses at Triantafillia and Goritsa, with a limited 
production just for family consumption, had none.62

The interpretation of coin finds at Kompoloi, which due to requirements of pro-
duction was a permanent residence, cannot be univocal as might have been the money 
from the retail sale of wine, the purse of the residents, the workers, the visitors, even 
the traders. Monetization and coin circulation at Kompoloi seems not to have been dif-
ferentiated from that of the urban sites of the Macedonian kingdom,63 indicating that it 
was an extroverted farmstead with prosperity through an intensive commercial activity. 
Besides, as N. Cahill has pointed out for Olunthus, “the number of coins is less an index 
of wealth and more an indication of the intensity of monetary trade and participation 
in commercial economy”.64

In conclusion, Kompoloi was the centre of a specialised wine production industry 
rather than a typical farmstead.65 It reflects the economic growth of the Macedonian 
kingdom from the reign of Philip II onwards, with main features being the development 
of urban centers and market networks with high degree monetization, the intensification 
of production and trade mechanisms, the safeguarding of ownership and the encourage 
of private involvement in a wide range of economic activities beyond the primary pro-
duction sector of land cultivation66.
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