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The Region of the Danube Delta in the
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so-called Lykostomion Maritime Province*

The Theory

The Avar and Slavic incursions starting at the end of the
6" century, followed by the foundation of the First Bulgarian
state in 680, resulted in a loss of vast areas in the Balkans
by the Byzantines whose authority was now limited to East-
ern Thrace and the coastal regions of the peninsula’. In the
8t century, however, a Byzantine Reconquista started first on
the Peloponnese, and then in Thessaly and Epirus, where the
actions of the central government were favoured by the mar-
itime location of the areas and the aid of the imperial navy?.
Around the year 800, the creation of a thema in Western and
Central Thrace under the name »Macedonia« marked the
first important territorial gain towards the reconquest of the
Eastern Balkans3. The northern regions of what was once the
Byzantine West remained under Bulgarian domination until
the campaign of Emperor John Tzimiskes against the Rus’
in 9714, As one can see, the Empire could easily defend or
regain those areas located close to the seashores compared
to the Balkan hinterland. This was one of the reasons why
some scholars thought that Byzantium was able to hold
its territories in the former province of Scythia Minor from
the reign of Constantine IV in the late 7" century until John
Tzimiskes drove the Rus’ of Svyatoslav back and conquered
the Bulgarian capital Preslav in 971°.

The view of the continuity of Roman (and Byzantine) ad-
ministration and culture in the region between the Danube
and the Black Sea, called by lon Barnea a »mighty strong-

* This paper presents results of my work on the harbours on the Western Black Sea
coast funded by the SPP 1630 »Harbours from the Roman Period to the Middle
Ages / Harbours and Landing Places on the Balkan Coasts of the Byzantine Em-
pire (4" to 12! centuries)« of the German Research Foundation (DFG).

1 Lilie, Reaktion 18-20. — Haldon, Byzantium in the Seventh Century 65-66. — Dit-
ten, Einwanderung der Slawen. — For dating the battle between Constantine IV
and Asparukh, which resulted in the foundation of the First Bulgarian state to
the south of the Danube, in 680, see De Gregorio/Kresten, Datierung des Bul-
garenfeldzugs. — Bozilov, Istorija | 212.

2 Kislinger, Regionalgeschichte 33-37. — Kislinger, Dyrrhachion 331-346. — Chara-

nis, Nicephorus I.

Wassiliou-Seibt, Byzantine Frontier. — Ditten, Thrakien 160.

Bozilov/Gjuzelev, Istorija na Dobrudza Il 9-21.

5 Barnea, Dobrogea 207-208. - Florescu/Ciobanu, Problema stapanirii bizantine
384-391. - Diaconu, La Dobroudja et Byzance 219-220. — Diaconu, La présence
des Byzantins 367-369. — Damian, Prezenta politica bizantinad 298; 302; 313. —
For a critical overview on this topic, see Harhoiu, Observatii generale 349-350.

6 Barnea, Dobrogea 218. — The same notion can be found in Barnea, La Danube
583-584.
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hold of Romanitas on the Lower Danube«®, withstanding the
assaults of Slavs and Bulgars, found broad support among
the earlier generations of Romanian scholars. Some of these
include lon Barnea, Petre Diaconu, Radu Florescu, Radu Stefan
Ciobanu, Adrian Radulescu, Octavian lliescu (more cautious
in his earlier works) and Dan Gh. Teodor, just to mention the
most outstanding names’. Apart from those, some Bulgarian
historians such as Ivan Dujcev, Velizar Velkov, Vasilka Tapko-
va-Zaimova, Genoveva Cankova-Petkova and Vasil Gjuzelev
thought that the coastal location of Varna made it easier for
Constantinople to preserve its control over the ancient town
of Odessos (Varna) until the second half of the 8" century®.
Recent works on material culture and studies on the Byzantine
political history in the 7" century have shown the collapse of
the Danubian Limes in Scythia Minor starting in Phocas’ and
Heraclius’ reigns (602-641), and the retreat of Byzantine ad-
ministration and garrisons to the South in Thrace®.

However, the lack of any opposition to the imperial navy
in the Black Sea before the first attack of the Rus’ against
Constantinople in 860, whose maritime forces were no match
for the Byzantine fleet, still leads some historians to the con-
clusion that, despite Bulgarian control over the mainland in
Dobruja, the Byzantines were able to claim their supremacy
in the region of the Danube Delta and even to organize an
administrative unit called the thema of Lykostomion. This
was the idea of Héléne Ahrweiler, presented in her famous
book Byzance et la mer. La marine de guerre. La politique et
les institutions maritimes de Byzance aux VI-X\# siecles'™®.

7 Barnea, Dobrogea 209. — Barnea/Stefanescu, Din istoria Dobrogei Ill 7-31. —
Barnea, La Danube 583-587. — Barnea, Perioché 83-84. — Diaconu, La Do-
broudja et Byzance 218. — Diaconu, Kilia et Licostomo 250. — Florescu, Limesul
dunarean 171-174; 177. — Florescu/Ciobanu, Problema stapanirii bizantine
381-382; 384-391. — Radulescu, Romanii 77-80. — lliescu, Licostomo 460. —
lliescu, Kilia 234, n. 34. — lliescu, Nouvelles contributions 246-247. — Teodor,
Quelques aspects 2; 9. — Teodor, Nouvelles considérations 100. — For further
literature, see the bibliography in Madgearu, Byzantine Military Organization.

8 Cankova-Petkova, O territorii 142. — Gjuzelev, Mar Nero 16. — Dimitrov, Varna
56 and n. 9. — For Varna in the Early Middle Ages, see Pletnjov, Varna 56-74. —
Pletnjov/Puseyv, Istorija na Varna Il 49-122.

9 Harhoiu, Observatii generale. — Zahariade, Scythia Minor 231-236. — Pletn-
jov, Vtora Mizija i Skitija 111-135. — Madgearu, Continuitate si discontinui-
tate culturala 138-144. — Madgearu, Downfall 315-324. — Madgearu, End. —
Madgearu, Province of Scythia. — Fiedler, Studien.

10 Ahrweiler, Byzance et la mer 57-58, n. 2; 89. — See the book review of Petre
Serban Nasturel in Revue des Etudes Sud-Est Européennes 4/3-4, 1966, 649-
651.
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Her main arguments were the existence of an important
Genoese settlement Lycostomo within the Delta in the Late
Middle Ages (most probably modern Periprava)'!, and the
dedicatory preface in the Lexicon of Patriarch Photius from
the second half of the 9™ century. Since the work is dedicated
to Thomas, prétospatharios and archén of Lykostomion'?,
Ahrweiler considered it justified to identify the earlier set-
tlement with the later one. From the scholars who criticized
such argumentation two names deserve to be mentioned —
Vasilka Tapkova-Zaimova, who thought that the toponym in
question might be a homonymous town in Epirus or Thes-
saly'3, where a Bishop of Lykostomion is attested at the be-
ginning of the 10" century'#; and Ivan Jordanov, who studied
all known Byzantine coins and seals found in the region
of Dobruja’™. Nevertheless, some recent studies based pre-
dominantly on the analysis of sigillographic and numismatic
data claim to have brought new arguments in favour of a
Byzantine maritime and administrative presence at the Lower
Danube in the three centuries preceding Tzimiskes campaign
of 971", However, their conclusions differ from each other;
while some of the scholars such as Damian and Busetto, who
build on the works of Barnea and Diaconu, consider it impos-
sible for the Byzantines to have organized all the campaigns
starting in the late 7™ century without the assistance of a fleet
and administration in the area of the Delta'’, other historians
such as Madgearu'® and Marculet'® argue in favour of the
existence of a maritime province at the Lower Danube only
in the second half of the 9" and perhaps at the beginning of
the 10" century.

The present paper focuses mainly on the written sources
complemented with results derived from the latest studies in

11 Portulans grecs Il (232, 11-22 Delatte). — Raiteri, Atti 203-205. - lliescu, Licos-
tomo 435-456.

12 Photius, Lexicon, Epistula dedicatoria (I 3, 4-5 Theodoridis): ®wtiog Owud
mpwtooTabapiw Kal dpyovT Tod AukooTopiou pATATW padntij xaipew. — Teodor,
Quelques aspects 9 wrongly speaks about a seal of Thomas Protospatharios,
which does not exist.

13 Tapkova-Zaimova, Quelques observations 81-86. — Cf. Kostova, Settlement Pat-
terns 33. — On Lykostomion in Thessaly, see Koder/Hild, Hellas und Thessalia
207-208.

14 Notitiae episcopatuum VIl 307 (279 Darrouzes): 6 AvkooTopiou fjtot OeTTaNKdY
Tepmév. — For dating the note in the time of the first patriarchate of Nicholas |
(901-907), see Darrouzes' commentary on page 55 of the edition.

15 Jordanov, Dobrudza 187-191; 199-200.

16 Madgearu, Byzantine Military Organization 17-21. — Madgearu, Marea Nea-
gra 22-23. — Madgearu, Lycostomion Theme. — Marculet, Protospathario kai
archonti. — Marculet, Stapanirea bizantinad 7-17. — Damian, Prezenta politica
bizantina 284-313.

17 Damian, Prezenta politica bizantina 286-287; 313. — Busetto, Presenza della
flotta 222.

18 Alexandru Madgearu, to whom we owe a series of publications dealing with
the history of the Lower Danube from Roman times to the Late Middle Ages,
expressed his scepticism about Ahrweiler’s interpretation in his work on con-
tinuity and discontinuity on the Lower Danube in the 7" and 8" century, cf.
Madgearu, Continuitate si discontinuitate culturala 147-149. In his recent
monograph on Byzantine administration in the Northern Balkans in the 11
and 12 century, he tries to summarize all available data on the problem and
concludes that a maritime province of Lykostomion, the aim of which was to
protect Constantinople from the Bulgars and the Rus’, did exist in the area of
the Danube Delta in the second half of the 9t century, cf. Madgearu, Byzantine
Military Organization 17-21. — Madgearu, Marea Neagra 22-23. - Madgearu,
Lycostomion Theme.
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geoarchaeology of the Danube Delta. As for existing numis-
matic and sigillographic data?®, the analysis of it sometimes
seems to lack objectivity?'. Up to present date, not a single
seal of a Byzantine official bearing in their title the toponym
of Lykostomion has been found. Finding scattered coins and
seals that belonged to Byzantine officials from other parts of
the Empire in Dobruja and the region of the Delta can hardly
be accepted as proof of communication between the alleged
Byzantine stratégos of Lykostomion and his colleagues?2.
Coins for their part are an interesting source for tracing trade
connections along the Western Black Sea coast, but as Har-
hoiu remarks, using them as evidence for political sovereignty
as some earlier scholars did?3, should be supplemented by
other data to avoid misinterpretations?-.

The wars between Byzantium and the
Bulgars

The Seventh Century

Written sources dating from the two centuries after Theo-
phylact Simocatta wrote his historiographical work can of-
fer us little help if we try to answer the question of what
happened in the Byzantine provinces of Scythia Minor and
Moesia Inferior after the rebellion of Phocas in 602 and the
fall of Emperor Maurice? . However, a brief discussion seems
to be useful for the purposes of this study. The History of
Theophylact Simocatta shows us that at the end of Maurice’s
reign Byzantium has already had difficulties in maintaining
the defence line in Scythia Minor and keeping the Avars

19 In his first book on Byzantine domination on the Lower Danube the Romanian
historian only points out the scientific debate in one of the footnotes, cf. Mar-
culet, Imperiul Bizantin 6, n. 5. In the second one he deals with the problem in
a separate chapter and concludes that a Byzantine »archontate« with a centre
in Lykostomion did control the area of the Danube mouth in the second half of
the 9™ and perhaps during the 10™ century, before Tzimiskes took possession
of the north-eastern Balkans in 971; cf. Marculet, Stapanirea bizantina 7-17. —
Marculet, Protospathario kai archonti.

20 For an overview of Byzantine coins found in Dobruja, see Manucu-Adameste-
anu, Monede byzantine I-V. - Manucu-Adamesteanu, La diffusion 276-286. —
Poenaru-Bordea/Ochesanu, Probleme istorice. — On seals, cf. Jordanov, Do-
brudza.

21 See Jordanov's critique and his remark that finding Byzantine seals dating back
to the 9™ and 10" century (before 971) in the region of Pliska and Preslav does
not mean that the heartland of the Bulgars was under Byzantine control, cf.
Jordanov, Dobrudza 187-191. 199-200.

22 Barnea, Sceaux byzantins 55-56. — Barnea/Stefanescu, Din istoria Dobrogei Il
15-19. — Madgearu, Byzantine Military Organization 17-19.

23 Cf. Condurachi/Barnea/Diaconu, Nouvelles recherches 179-181.

24 Harhoiu, Observatii generale. — See also the remarks of Kostova, Settlement
Patterns 22; 27 on distribution of coin finds from the 8™"-10" century in the
northern and southern part of Dobruja. — One of the most important issues
concerning the history of Dobruja in Early Middle Ages relates to the three valla
extending from the Danube to the Black Sea. These are the Small Earthen Dyke,
the Large Earthen Dyke, and the Stone Dyke. The problem of their chronology
and builders is still a matter of dispute which caused different interpretations
and remains open for discussion. For the valla in Dobruja, see Madgearu, Byz-
antine Military Organization 9-15 (with further bibliography). — Rasev, Starobal-
garski ukreplenija.

25 Since this is a huge topic more attention will be paid to this subject in the final
publication of the project.
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and Slavs beyond the borders of the province?®. Barbarian
raids may have even reached Marcianopolis (near modern
Provadiya), but the Byzantine counter-attacks could easily
force them to withdraw beyond the Danube?’. Moreover,
if we regard what Simocatta says about the campaigns of
Priscus in 593 and Peter in 594, we can see that imperial
authority was still present in the towns on the Lower Dan-
ube lying to the west of Dorostolon (modern Silistra)?8. The
situation changed drastically during the reigns of Phocas
and Heraclius?. In the summer of 626, the Empire had to
defend its own capital against the army of the Avar Khagan
whose Slavic subjects had sailed along the western coast of
the Black Sea and then transported their monoxyla (dug-
outs) over land straight to the Golden Horn. There was
obviously no power in the provinces of Scythia Minor and
Moesia Inferior that could have prevented them from doing
so. Moreover, the scarce archaeological and numismatic
data from the 7t and 8% centuries in Romania and Bulgaria,
compared to earlier and later centuries, seem to suggest a
decline in urban life on the Daube and the northern areas of
the Western Black Sea coast, as well as an end of Byzantine
authority in the region between the Lower Danube and the
Balkan Mountains3'.

Thus, the Avar and Slavic incursions in the first half of the
7t century had paved the way for the next invaders, whose
aim was to cross the Danube and settle in Scythia Minor.
After the dissolution of the so-called »Great Bulgaria« of
Kubrat, his third son Asparukh headed to the West, leading
part of the Bulgars and settling in the Onglos. It would go
far beyond the scope of this paper to present in detail the
scientific debate considering the site of the Onglos, known

26 For an overview of the history of Scythia Minor in the late 6 and the first half of
the 7t century, cf. Zahariade, Scythia Minor 231-236. — Pletnjov, Vtora Mizija
i Skitija. — Madgearu, Downfall. — Madgearu, End. - Madgearu, Province of
Scythia.

27 Theophylact Simocatta, Historia VIl 2, 1-2 (247, 8-18 de Boor/Wirth). —
Madgearu, Province of Scythia.

28 Theophylact Simocatta, Historia VI 6, 1-6; VII 1-7 (230, 13-231, 3; 245, 21 —
256, 25 de Boor/Wirth). — Pohl, Awaren 136-143. — Nystazopoulou-Pelekidou,
Symbolé 162-169. 195-197. — Goubert, Les guerres 116-124.

29 Haldon, Byzantium in the Seventh Century 41-48. — Lilie, Reaktion 197-199.

30 Simeonov, Kosmidion 231. — Simeonov, Belagerung.

31 Barnea, Dobrogea 206. — Fiedler, Studien. — Bounegru/Adumitroaei, Life. —
Custurea/Nastasi, End of Urban Life. — Harhoiu, Observatii generale 351. —
Gandila, Coin Circulation.

32 Cf. Ziemann, GroBbulgarien for further bibliography on Kubrat's »Great Bul-
garia«.

33 A good summary of written sources and scholarly works may be found in
Ziemann, Onglos.

34 Besides the studies on Theophanes and Patriarch Nicephorus, which Ziemann,
Onglos quotes, see Treadgold, Trajan the Patrician. — Howard-Johnston, Wit-
nesses 237-312.

35 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6171 (357, 27-358, 4 de Boor): #meita
ToOTwy & Tpitog, Aomapoly Aeyéuevog, TOV Advampy kal AdvaoTptv
mepdoag kal Tov ‘Oylov katahaPhv PopetoTépoug Tod AavouBiov ToTapods
peTagd TouTou KAKEIVWY (YKNoev, Aodpalf kal SuopdynTov eival TOV TOTOV
OTOXACAUEVOG £§ EKAOTOU PEPOLG TEAUATWENG yap EpmpoaBey, kal EANobev
Toig motapoi¢ otepavovpevog. — Nicephorus Patriarches, Breviarium 35
(88, 21-27 Mango): TobTwy & Aotmdg TpiTog adeAddg Svopa AcTapody
TOoV Advampy kai Tov AdvacTtplv Totapdv mepaiwbeig mept Tov “loTpov
oikietat, Té6mOV PG ofknotv émrridetov, ‘Oyyhov Tfj oGV kahoUpevoy dwvij,
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only from the works of two Byzantine historians, Theoph-
anes the Confessor and Patriarch Nicephorus, who used one
and the same source for this part of their narratives®*. Nev-
ertheless, some brief remarks seem necessary because the
location of the Onglos is closely connected to the site of the
battle between the Byzantine army of Constantine IV and
the Bulgars of Asparukh, which in turn had a crucial effect
on the medieval history of the Lower Danube.

According to the accounts of Theophanes and Patriarch
Nicephorus, we may assume that the Onglos was a region
located to the north of the Danube3®, perhaps between the
rivers Prut, Seret and Danube?®, or bounded by the Danube,
the Prut, and the Dniester. The attempt of some, predomi-
nantly Bulgarian, scholars to identify the Onglos and the site
of the battlefield with the rampart in Niculitel in Northern
Dobruja seems not to stand its ground because the Byzantine
historians clearly state that after their victory, the Bulgars
crossed the Danube and reached the so-called Varna near
Odessos®’. The supporters of this hypothesis argue in favour
of a fourth branch of the Danube Delta which may have
flown to the south of the rampart in Niculitel®®, but such
a statement finds no support in the recent studies on the
history of the Danube Delta. The geoarchaeological data on
the evolution of this area in the last 7500 years have shown
that this process took place within the so-called Danube Bay
(fig. 1). Due to this fact, the St. George branch (Bratul Sfantu
Gheorghe) became a constant southern line for Delta’s evo-
lution from the Bestepe Hills in the west to the Dunavat
Promontory in the east.

To the east of this promontory and far away from the
rampart of Niculitel, however, the St. George branch did build

katahaPouevog, Suoyepf Te kai AvdhwTov moepiolg OTdpyovTa: dodalrg Té
20 TL TA pév EumpooBev Tij Te Suoywpiq kal T TEAPATWSNG elval TUyXAvwy: T&
8’ obv &mobev kpnuvoig apdrolg Teteryiopéva. — Moravcsik, Byzantinotur-
cica Il 213. — Banescu, Onglos 434-438. — Be3evliev, Saobstenieto 34-38. —
Gjuzelev, Asparuch 26 and 38. — The data in the chronicle of Michael the
Syrian are ambiguous because he speaks about a Bulgar leader called Bul-
garios who settled together with 10000 men south to the Danube with the
permission of Emperor Maurice, cf. Michael the Syrian, Chronicle X 21 (Il
363 Chabot). The only Bulgarian source dealing with Asparukh’s conquest,
the so-called Bulgarian Apocryphal Chronicle from the 11* century, known
for omitting all wars and conflicts between Bulgaria and Byzantium, simply
mentions the Danube river and the settlement of the Bulgars in the »Land of
Karvuna« (Dobruja) without giving any further topographical details, cf. Tap-
kova-Zaimova/Miltenova, Historical and Apocalyptic Literature 281, 13-24
(Slavonic text) and 291-292 (English Translation). — Biliarsky, Prophet Isaiah. —
Ivanov, Bogomilski knigi 275.

36 For localizing the Onglos to the north of the Danube mouth, see the overview
in Ziemann, Onglos. — Georgiev, Asparuhov Onglos. — Atanasov/Russev, On-
glos 15-18. — Halcescu, Despre Onglos. — On placing the Onglos between the
rivers Prut, Seret and Danube, cf. Bozilov, Istori¢eskata geografija. — Madgearu,
Onglos. — Bozilov, Istorija | 208-213. — The location of the Onglos in Eastern
Muntenia suggested by Diaconu, Localizarea Onglos-lui seems to be unconvinc-
ing due to many reasons.

37 For a review on this theory, see Ra3ev, EziCeska kultura 33-37. — Ra3ev, L'Onglos
70-78. — Damian, Prezenta politica bizantina 313. — Petre, Byzance et Scythie
Mineure 562-566.

38 Rasev, Ezi¢eska kultura 36. — Baltakov, Paleogeografskata obstanovka.

39 Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., Holocene Evolution 49-51. — Panin, Danube Delta. —
Romanescu, Island of Peuce. — For a review of historical sources, see also
Himmler, Untersuchungen 29-33.
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another branch (modern Dunavat, identified by some scholars
with the ancient Hieron or Peuce branch°), which according to
a recent study of Romanian and French scholars may have been
the main distributary of the Delta for centuries*'. Perhaps the
area between it and the new St. George branch is where the
ancient island of Peuce was located2. It is this island, which the
Armenian geography of Anania Shirakatsi (called ASxarhac'oyc')
states was the place where Asparukh, the Khan of the Bulgars,
dwelled*. Peuce is known from other sources, such as the

40 Periplus Ponti Euxini IV-V 63-68 (135, 11-15 Diller): Amd 8¢ Avtipilou eig
YoV kalobpevov oTépa To loTpou ToTapod oTad T pik ... Atd 8t Tod Wiod
KANOUEVOL OTSHATOG TOD “loTpou €ig SeuTepov TGOV oTad & pk . Ao 8t Tob
SeuTépou oTopiou 2T T Kahov oTépiov oTad ppike y “. Amrd 8 Tod Kalo oTopiou

&m 1oV Apakov (08t dvopdalouat) aTépiov TETapTov Tol loTpou ch_E_pO\T]. AT

8t ToD Apdkou &m Tepdv Aeydpevov oTéptov TépTToV T00 "loTpou oTad p K PN 6.

00Tog 6loTpog ToTapdg 6 kal Aavoidpig AeySpevog Katépyetat Amd TGV oTepiwy
TéTWY, THY KBONAY TTéVTE GTOHACT TTOIOUHEVOG,.

41 Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., Holocene Evolution 55-56. — See also Panin, Danube
Delta 260.

42 A recently conducted interdisciplinary study was aimed at trying to find an
answer to the question where Peuce was located. According to the scholars it
was a part of the eastern Dunavat promontory, cf. Romanescu, Island of Peuce.

43 Anania Shirakatsi, Asxarhac’oyc’ lll 10 (48 Hewsen). — Ziemann, Onglos 35.

44 Periplus Ponti Euxini V 68 (135-136, 24-27 Diller): #et 8¢ kai vijooug &v adT@d
Kelpévag TOMGG Te kal peydhag Toig peyéBeoty, g Aoyog, Qv 1} petadd Tfig
Baldoong kepévn kal TGOV oTopdTwy £oTiv o0k EAattov pév Tig PéSou vijoou,
Meokn 8& Néyetar altn &1 1 mMABog Gv Exel mevkdv. — Stephanus Byzantinus,
Ethnica M 131 (IV 64 Billerbeck/Neumann-Hartmann) Meokn: vijoog &v T®
"loTpw. of oikATopeg Mevkivol. — Ammianus Marcellinus, Res Gestae XXII 8, 43-45
(Il 30, 28-32, 4 Seyfarth): Cum autem ad alium portuosum ambitum fuerit
uentum, qui arcus figuram determinat ultimam, Peuce prominet insula, quam
circumcolunt Trogodytae et Peuci minoresque aliae gentes, et Histros quondam
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Geological changes of the Danube Delta. — (From Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., Holocene Evolution 50).

ancient periploi, a Claudian’s panegyric on Emperor Honorius
and a description of the Black Sea in the historiographical work
of Ammianus Marcellinus, just to name some of them*. The
Bulgars may have placed the area within the Danube branches
under their control, something that is attested with other invad-
ers coming from the North and reaching the Danubian Limes*.
However, it would be hard to assume that the battle of 680
took place on this island. The reasons for this assumption
may nonetheless be found in the work of Theophanes. The

potentissima ciuitas et Tomi et Apollonia et Anchialos et Odessos, aliae prae-
terea multae, quas litora continent Thraciarum. amnis uero Danubius oriens
prope Rauracos montesque confines limitibus Raeticis per latiorem orbem prae-
tentus ac sexaginta nauigabiles paene omnes recipiens fluuios septem ostiis per
hoc Scythicum litus erumpit in mare. quorum primum est Peuce, insula supra
dicta ut interpretata sunt uocabula Graeco sermone, secundum Naracustoma,
tertium Calonstoma, quartum Pseudostomon; nam Borionstoma ac deinde
Stenostoma longe minora sunt ceteris, septimum caenosum et palustri specie
nigrum. — Claudian, IV Cons. 623-637 (Il/2 47-48 Charlet): Ausi Danubium
quondam tranare Gruthung / in lintres fregere nemus; ter mille ruebant / per
fluuium plenae cuneis inmanibus alni. / Dux Odotheus erat. Tantae conamina
classis / incipiens aetas et primus contudit annus: / submersae cecidere rates,
fluitantia numquam / largius Arctoos pauere cadauera pisces; / corporibus pre-
mitur Peuce, per quinque recurrens / hostia barbaricos uix egerit unda cruores,
/ confessusque parens Odothei regis opima / rettulit exuuiasque tibi. Ciuile
secundis / conficis auspiciis bellum. Tibi debeat orbis / fata Gruthungorum de-
bellatumque tyrannum: / Hister sanguineos egit te consule fluctus, / Alpinos
genitor rupit te consule montes. — However, it is difficult to say to what extent
these texts represent the reality of the Late Antiquity or whether the authors
simply copied the information from their sources, in this case Strabo and Pliny
the Elder, cf. Romanescu, Island of Peuce 522.
45 Wolfram, Goten 422, n. 128.
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Fig.2 The Danube delta and adjacent regions in the Roman period. — (From Digital Atlas of the Roman Empire, https://imperium.ahlfeldt.se/ [public domain]).

Byzantine historian speaks about the mainland (épeiros)
where Constantine IV arranged his land troops and in the
vicinity of which the navy lied at anchor#®. This indicates that
the imperial army disembarked on solid ground, which can
be identified with the southernmost regions of modern Bud-
jak or Bessarabia and thus limits the possibility for localizing
the battlefield on the island of Peuce in the marshy area of
the Danube mouth.

Having placed the region to the north of the Danube
and the area of the Delta under their control, the Bulgars
of Asparukh started raiding the territories to the south of

46 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6171 (358, 18-20 de Boor): kai 81 pév Tiig
TpdG T@ "OyAw kahoupévw kal AavouPiw Ameipouv T& Telika Tapatagag, St &
Tig MAnotalodong &kTig Tag vadg mpocoppicas.

47 Ziemann, Wandervolk 161-167. — See also Petrov, Obrazuvane 179-287.

48 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6149 (347, 6-7 de Boor) speaks about a
campaign of Emperor Constans Il against the Sklauiniai in 657. It is not clear
whether these Slavs lived in Macedonia or between the Danube and the Balkan
Mountains. On this topic, cf. BoZilov, Istorija | 113. — Koledarov, Politi¢eska
geografija 8.

49 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6171 (358, 11-18 de Boor): 6 && Baciledg
Kwvotavtivog pepadnkig, 8Tt ¢gdmva €6vog pumapdv kal akdbaptov éxeibev
To0 AavouPiou gig Tov "Oylov £okivwaoey, kai T mAnotdlovta 1@ AavouBiw
EKTpEXEl Kal Aupaivetal, ToOT  £0TL THV VOV kpatovpévny OT adT@V Xwpav,
0o XpioTiaviv TéTe kpatouvpévny, AVIAOn opddpar kal kehevel Tepdoal Tavta
T& Bépara év T Opdkn. — Nicephorus Patriarches, Breviarium 36 (88-90, 1-5
Mango): Kwvotavtivog 8¢ 2meidiy yvw &g T oknvioav Tapd tov lotpov £6vog
& minotdlovta Tig OO Pwpaiwy apyfg xwpia katabéov SiadBeipev émeyeipel,
oTpardv SNt &m v Opakgav StapiBdoag xwpav, Tt Te Kal oTéAoV dMAicag
Katd Tob EBvoug GG Apuvépevog Gyeto. — John Zonaras, Epitome XIV 21, 10 (lll
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the river®. This resulted in the first Danubian campaign
the Byzantines had organized in the previous 80 years?.
Under the command of Emperor Constantine IV, the army
crossed the Straits and headed to the Danube accompanied
by the navy#°. As already mentioned, the land troops were
arranged on the mainland (Epeiros) between the Onglos
and the Danube, while the fleet was lying at anchor on the
promontory nearby. Having seen the imperial forces, the
Bulgars withdrew to a safe place but the Byzantines were
unable to attack them because of the marshy area between
the rivals®°.

226, 15— 227, 3 Blttner-Wobst): To 8¢ tév Boulydpwv €Bvog ig Tag Pwpiaikg
Xwpag Tag mépav Tod "loTpou yevépevoy TadTaig dkpatdg ENupaiveTo. EKoTPaTEDEL
Toivuy kat’ adT@v 6 Bacilebg KwvoTtavtivog kardt yiv Te kal Odhacoav, oTéov
oAbV £k Tfg Baldoong eloayaymv gig OV AdvouPiv. — Symeon Logothetes,
Chronicon 113, 6 (168-169, 35-49 Wahlgren). — Georgios Monachos, Chron-
icon IX 25 (I 728, 18-729, 14 de Boor). — For Byzantine armed forces in the
scond half of the 7t century and their engagement in the campaign of 680, see
Leontsine, Konstantinos 219-244.

50 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6171 (358, 20-26 de Boor): todto 8¢ 1o
&Bpdov kal TapumAndig Thg mapatdfews of Bovyapol Beacdpevol, Tig éautdy
ameyvwkdTeG owTnpiag el TO mpohexBEv dyOpwpa Katapedyovot kal EauTodg
aopahilovrar. év Tpiol 8t kal TETpacy fpépaig €k TOD TOOUTOL SXUPWHATOG
AVTGV pév EEENDEIV i) TOAUNOAVTWY, TGOV 88 Pwpaiwy TOAEHOV pi) cuvapavTwy
S THY Tpokelpévny TV Tehdtwy mpddactv. — Nicephorus Patriarches, Brev-
iarium 36 (90, 5-11 Mango): ol 8¢ Bollyapol T@v Te IMMKGOV kal TAGTHWY T&
TAOn Beacduevor kai TG aipviSiey Kai AVEATIOTW KATATAQYEVTEG TPOG TA EAUTMY
oxupwuata épuyov, TETpactv Auépalg ékeioe OTOpEvVaVTEG Kal TGOV Pwpaiwy un
SuvnBévtwy adToig ToAépw cuppi§al St Thv Suoywpiav Tod TéToU, dveNdpPavéy
Te abTolg kal mpobupdTepot dyivovTo.
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An interesting question on which the sources shed mini-
mum light is the role of the navy within the Byzantine cam-
paign of 680°'. Since the expedition was carried out on land
and sea, it was the fleet, which had to transfer the land
troops from Scythia Minor to the northern bank of the Dan-
ube (fig. 2). It seems that the navy did not execute any further
tasks in Byzantine strategy because of the natural conditions
in and around the battlefield. We know from earlier sources
that in the Late Antiquity the area of the Delta was hard to
navigable for big vessels. When Emperor Valens started his
campaign against the Greuthungi in 367-369, he ordered
grain to be delivered to the Danube from Constantinople
by transport ships that had to sail to the mouth of the river,
where the cargo was loaded onto smaller vessels that were
able to bring it to the harbours on the Lower Danube®2. After
Noviodunum (modern Isaccea), where the Roman Legio | lovia
was in camp and where a naval base was located®?, the Dan-
ube branches into three main distributaries which become
narrower and shallower, thus building an obstacle for the
movement of huge vessels®. However, Themistius’ descrip-
tion of a not navigable Delta should be read with some cau-
tion. As the naval battle of 386 shows, almost 20 years after
Valens' campaign against the Greuthungi military ships were
able to sail through the southern branch of St. George and
successfully repel an attack of sailors from the same tribe led
by Odotheus®. Moreover, Roman, and Byzantine warships
on the Lower Danube were smaller and did not have such a
deep draught as the heavy cargo ships transporting grain®e.
Since the huge transport vessels had to rely primarily on their

51 For Byzantine navy during Constantine IV's reign, see Leontsine, Konstantinos
150-158.

52 Zosimus, Historia nova IV 10, 3-4 (Il/2 271, 20-272, 9 Paschoud): Aiavooupévoug
8¢ adTolg émévar Toig Pwpaiwv dpioig aicBoépevog 6 Bacihes, kai mpdg adTd fidn
ouveeypévoug dmavtag obv dE0TNTL Tdon, TO pév oTpardémedov Tf) 8xOn 100
“lotpou cupmapateivag, adtog 8¢ émi TG MapkiavouTélews, fi peyiotn TGV év
Opdkn TONewv éoTi, SlatpiPwy, TAG TE TOV oTPATIWTAV év TAoIG doKNoEWS
gmpéleiav EToIETTo Kal pdhioTa Tod pndepiav avTolg Emelyal Tpodriv. “YTapyov
pgv obv Tfig adAfg AdEoviov amedeikvy, ZaholoTiov TAUTNG St TO yfpag Adeis,
fi8n Sevtepov TaOTNY peTayeiplodpevoy ThH dpxriv: ADESVIOG 8¢, KaiTep EveaT@TOG
olTw peydlouv ToNEpov, Tepi Te THV TGOV eiopopdv iompalv Sikaiog v, obdéva
Bapuvesbal mapd T kabfjkov kal dpeSpevoy dvexSpevog, kal SAKESwv TArBet
TV oTpATIWTIKAY oitnov 81 Tod Edgeivou mévTou Taig ékBolaig Tob “loTpou
Tapadidoug, k&avTedev 1 T@V ToTAPiwY TAoIWV TATg TIKEIPEVALG TG TOTAH®
TONeTIv dvamroTiBépevog, WoTe € EToiuou yiveobal TG oTpatoméSw Tiv yopnyiav. —
Themistius, Orationes 10 (I 206, 15-23 Schenkl/Downey): 8i& TobTo yap Kai
TOV Gpoupiwy Ta pEv PKOSSOUNTEV €K Kawvilg, T 88 AVEoTNOE KATATETPIHPEVA,
Tolg 8¢ Mpooédnke TO évdéov, Bpoug pév [ xBapahwTtepov v, mayoug & mou
ToOTou TPooEdel, B8atog 8¢ ddpBoviav, fj TauTy TpdTEpov EméleTo, TpodmY 8¢
Onoavpoig amavrayod Kai Mipévag Thg yerrvivong Bahdoong, kal oTpaTIdTaG €K
KaTaASYoU, kal ppoupols TOV dpiBudY ob YeuSopévoug, kal STAa kal PEAn kal
pnxavipata, &ravra el 1o oyatov ééntacpéva. — Bounegru/Zahariade, Les
Forces Navales 67. 105-106. — Barnea, Themistios. — Barnea, La Danube 578-
579. — Bounegru, La flotte militaire et commerciale. — Chrysos, Byzantio kai
Gotthoi 94-108. — Zecevi¢, Vizantija i Goti 57-60.

53 Bounegru/Zahariade, Les Forces Navales 35. — Himmler, Untersuchungen 73.

54 Ammianus Marcellinus, Res Gestae XXII 8, 46 (lll 32, 5-9 Seyfarth): Omnis
autem cicrumfluo ambitu Pontus et nebulosus est et dulcior aequorum cet-
eris et uadosus, quod et concrescat aer ex umorum spiramine saepe densetus
et irruentium undarum magnitudine temperatur et consurgit in breuia dorsu-
osa limum glebasque aggerente multitudine circumuenientium fluentorum. —
Themistius, Orationes 10 (1 207, 21-208, 5 Schenkl/Downey): ¢p® & o0k &kofv
&\\otpiav, &N\ Gv adTdg yéyova Beatrig. ioTe Sjrou TodTo 8001 yeydvate ém
TG XWpag ékeivng, fi KaANioTn pév éoTt TG 2Kubikiig TG OTMKSoL, fkioTa &
aodahng TpdG Tolg PapBdpoug, ob kabapod Siappéovtog adTHvV Tod ToTauol,
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sails and the force of the wind, it is easy to understand why
the supply of Valens’ troops stationed in Scythia Minor took
place during the winter when southern winds prevail in the
region of the Black Sea’.

If the Romans and their Byzantine successors wanted to
operate within the marshy area of the Danube mouth, they
had to construct special vessels. In Late Antiquity, the Empire
had a naval base within the Delta, called in the Notitia Digni-
tatum Plateypegiis®®. According to Octavian Bounegru, it was
named after a special type of flat-bottomed vessel appropri-
ate for service in shallow waters within river deltas such as
those of the Nile and the Danube*. Both Menander Protector
and Theophanes speak about a special type of »double-stern
ship« (@mphiprymna or diaprymna ploia), which in the sec-
ond half of the 6™ century had to operate in the area of the
Lower Danube and the Delta where huge vessels were not
efficient®®. In 578, the Byzantine Danubian fleet transported
60000 Avar horsemen by cargo ships (holkades makrai) from
Pannonia to the Lower Danube, where they were supposed
to fight against the Slavs. When the Avars arrived in Scythia,
they had to get onboard two-stern vessels in order to reach
the territories inhabited by the Slavs®'. The same type of ship
had to be built by order of Emperor Justinian I in 559 when
the Byzantines tried to prevent the Kutrigurs of Zabergan
from withdrawing back to Scythia after they had raided the
region of Constantinople®?.

Obviously, no such vessels were present at the battlefield
in 680 because the Byzantines could not reach the Bulgars
due to the marshes, which laid in between, and so both

&\ avamepuppévou Th Yij, Kal TEVAyoug KOATOV TTolobvTog ElcE(ovTa EMTOAD
TAg Aeipou, obTe vavolv &vta MAwTdV oliTe BatdV TOpeLTipoIG.

55 Zosimus, Historia nova IV 35, 1; IV 38, 1-39, 3 (Il/2 299, 6-15; 303, 14-305,
26 Paschoud). — Claudian, IV Cons. 623-637 (Il/2 47-48 Charlet). — Himmler,
Untersuchungen 151-156. — Bounegru/Zahariade, Les Forces Navales 106-
107. — Wolfram, Goten 141.

56 For different types of warships, see Bounegru/Zahariade, Les Forces Navales 61-
67. — Himmler, Untersuchungen 99-123. — Matei, Consideratii 144-145. — For
further details concerning ancient cargo and warships, see Hockmann, Antike
Seefahrt 52-122.

57 Zosimus, Historia nova IV 10, 4; IV 11, 1 (Il/2 272, 1-11 Paschoud). — On winds
and hydrography of the Black Sea Region, cf. Valchev et al., Wind Wave Cli-
mate 233. — Caspers, Black Sea 808-820.

58 Notitia Dignitatum XXXIX 35 (88 Seeck): Praefectus ripae legionis primae louiae
cohortis... et secundae Herculiae musculorum Scythicorum et classis, Inplatey-
pegiis. — Cf. Bounegru/Zahariade, Les Forces Navales 27 for their suggestion
for correcting the text to et secundae Herculiae musculorum Scythicorum [et]
classis in [loco] Plateypegiis.

59 Bounegru, Ploia platypegia. — Bounegru, Tipuri de nave 273-275. — Boune-
gru/Zahariade, Les Forces Navales 27. 33-35. 69. — Himmler, Untersuchungen
121-122. - Chiriac, Notitia Dignitatum.

60 Bounegru/Zahariade, Les Forces Navales 67-69. — Himmler, Untersuchungen
124-126.

61 Menander Protector, Fragmenta 21 (192, 18-25 Blockley): o0tog mapayevépevog
év Matovia Tfj xWpa peTryayey €ig THY Pwpaiwy adTév Te TOV Baiavov kai Tag Tdv
ABdpwv Suvdperg, v Taig &) Aeyopévaig SAKAot pakpais & BapPapikd SiaPipdoag
TARON: kal Méyetar dudt Tag § xhiddag imméwy Bwpakodpdpwy &g v Pwuaiwy
SiamopBpevdijvar. évBévSe adbig Sia Tfg TNMupidv Stayaywv, elta &g THv ZkubdOv
apiképevog, Eumaly SieNBelv Tapeokedaoce TOV “loTpov év Taig Kahoupévaig
apdumpvpvaig Tév vedv. — Pohl, Awaren 67.

62 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6051 (234, 7-11 de Boor): hotmdv 2kélevoev
6 Bao\edg yevéoBar mhoia Siampupva, GoTe AmeNbelv gig TOV AavodPv kal
amavtijoal Toig PapPdpolg mepvolot kal Tolepfioal adTolg. TOOTO YVOVTEG of
BapPapot mapexkdhecav S mpeaPeutod dkvEUVWG Edcal adTolg TeEpdoal TOV
Aavodpv. — Ziemann, Wandervolk 99-100. - Kislinger, Angriff 51-58.

The Region of the Danube Delta and the Lykostomion Maritime Province | Grigori Simeonov



armies had to stand against each other for a couple of days,
a fact which had a devastating effect on Byzantine morale®.
The fleet that Constantine IV used against his enemy con-
sisted of vessels, which had escorted him since the beginning
of the expedition in Constantinople and had nothing to do
with the former Danubian fleet, which would have come to
an end due to the turmoil in the first half of the 7™ century.
As for the campaign of 680, at that time at least the south-
ern branch of the Delta seems to have been navigable for
battleships such as the dromons that accompanied the Em-
peror during the campaign and his departure to Mesembria
(modern Nesebar)®. Moreover, the navy, anchored near the
battlefield, could not prevent the enemy from crossing the
Danube and reaching as far as the Balkan Mountains.

The Eighth Century

Constantine IV's defeat resulted in the migration of the Bul-
gars to Scythia Minor and the foundation of their new state
in the Balkans. This fact did not change the significant role
of the Danube river and especially of its mouth in the military
strategy of the Byzantines. On the contrary, further naval
campaigns, the destination of which was the Danube Delta,
were to follow. Yet, the beginning of the next century saw
this area as a place where one of the most famous alliances
between a Byzantine emperor and a Bulgarian ruler started.
After ten years in exile, in 705, the former emperor Justi-
nian Il escaped from Chersonesus. Theophanes and Patriarch
Nicephorus relate that the exiled emperor got on a ship
in Chersonesus and headed to the Danube®. He intended
to ask for the assistance of Bulgarian Khan Tervel, whom
he promised to wed his daughter to if he would help him
regain the throne of Byzantium. According to Theophanes,
Justinian entered the Danube and sent one of his supporters

63 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6171 (358, 18-26 de Boor). — Nicephorus
Patriarches, Breviarium 36 (90, 5-11 Mango).

64 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6171 (358, 27-30 de Boor): tod & Bacéwg
v ToSalyig d&umabricavtog kai ém MeonuPpiav PlacBévrog bmooTpéwar S
ouvriBeiav NouTpod dpa mévTe Spopdvwy kal TV oikeiwy adTod avbpwmwy. — Cf.
Zuckerman, Byzantine Dromon 67-72, for the evolution of Byzantine navy in
the 7t century.

65 Dimitroukas, Reisen und Verkehr Il 435-436. — Head, Justinian I, 108-109. —
Atanasov/Russev, Onglos 23-27 argue that Justinian’s aim was to reach the
rampart in Niculitel which might have been the residence of Tervel.

66 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6196 (373, 28 — 374, 4 de Boor): kai &xiv-
Sovwe &k Tol KANOSwvog ékeivou E6fAOe Kal eloiiABev €ig TOV AavoiPty ToTaudy.
amooTeihavrog 8¢ adTod Ztépavov mpodg TépPehv, ToV Kipv Bouyapiag, ém
@ Sodval adT® cdvapoty, BTwG KpATAon THY TPoyovikiy adtod Pacteiav,
OméoyeTo adT® mheloTa Tapéxely Swpa kal T éautod Buyatépa eig yuvaika. —
Nicephorus Patriarches, Breviarium 42 (102, 35-42 Mango): kai obv adToig
gkmedoag, T8 Aeydpeva Nekpdtnha TapeAdmv mpdg Tov loTpov moTaudy ma-
payiveral. ékeiBev EkmépTel TGOV oUVOVTWY Tval XTédavov Tpdg TépPeAv Kiplov
8vta TvikadTa TV ékeioe Boulydpwy, mapakal@dv culaPécBat adT@ MoTe TOV
Tf Pacieiag dmoAjyecBal Bpdvov, ENAa Te TAEIoTa SGpa OTOCKOHEVOG KAl THY
éautod Buyatépa &ig yuvaika avT® Swoev émayye\dpevog. — Symeon Logoth-
etes, Chronicon 116, 4 (175, 19-23 Wahlgren). — John Zonaras, Epitome XIV
24, 11-15 (Il 237, 3-16 Buttner-Wobst). — Michael the Syrian, Chronicle X 17
(I 478 Chabot).

67 Barnea, Dobrogea 208. — Barnea/Stefanescu, Din istoria Dobrogei Ill 11-12. —
Barnea, La Danube 584. — Diaconu, La Dobroudja et Byzance 218. — Diaconu,
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to Tervel®®. For lon Barnea and Petre Diaconu, the emperor’s
sail to the Danube Delta is proof that Byzantium had control
over the area at the beginning of the 8™ century®’. However,
it is difficult to accept such an interpretation, if we keep in
mind that Justinian, who has just escaped from his exile,
would have headed straight to another area controlled by
the Byzantine government®,

With Tervel’s help, Justinian Il did indeed succeed in re-
gaining the throne of Byzantium. As a sign of his gratitude,
the emperor proclaimed the Bulgarian ruler a caesar®® and
gave him the region of Northern Thrace known as Zagora.
Justinian soon recognized the mistake he had made and tried
to re-establish his possession over this territory but was de-
feated in a battle near Anchialos (modern Pomorie)”'. Driving
Bulgaria out of Northern Thrace remained one of the tasks
of Byzantine policy in the Eastern Balkans for the rest of the
8t century. However, during the reign of Emperor Constan-
tine V, the ambitions of Constantinople went beyond the
northern borders of Thrace. In the 760s and the 770s, this
emperor tried to fulfil his plan to reconquer the area between
the Balkan Mountains and the Danube for Byzantium?2. The
first campaign started in 760 (or in 756-757)73. According
to Patriarch Nicephorus, Constantine sent 500 ships to the
Danube where they devastated the »land of the Bulgars«
and took many war captives’4. In doing so, the emperor
applied for the first time the strategy of using the fleet to
divide the forces of the enemy and to divert their attention
from the passes in the Eastern Balkan Mountains or Thrace’®.
Constantine’s tactics proved to be successful — he defeated
the Bulgars at Markellai (near modern Karnobat) and forced
them into negotiations’®.

The next Byzantine naval campaign followed in June 763
after the Bulgars had broken the peace and had devastated
the Byzantine villages and forts near the border. For his of-
fensive, Constantine V prepared 800 horse-carrying ships

Kilia et Licostomo 249. — See also Damian, Prezenta politica bizantina 286 and
n. 15.

68 Tapkova-Zaimova, Quelques observations 80.

69 Nicephorus Patriarches, Breviarium 42 (102-104, 58-64 Mango). — Zacos/Ve-
glery, Seals I/3 no. 2672.

70 Symeon Logothetes, Chronicon 117, 1 (175, 2-4 Wahlgren).

71 Heher/Preiser-Kapeller/Simeonov, Strukturen 108.

72 Cf. Bedevliev, Feldzlige. — Ziemann, Wandervolk 213-228. — Rochow, Konstan-
tin V, 93-102. — Busetto, Presenza della flotta. — Bozilov, Istorija | 254-256.

73 For the chronology of this campaign and an analysis of the data in the sources,
see Besevliev, Feldzlge 7-9. - Bozilov/Gjuzelev, Istorija na Dobrudza I 59.

74 Nicephorus Patriarches, Breviarium 73 (144, 11-16 Mango): pet’ ob moAd mhot
Kkai medfj Kat’ adTGV €0TPdATEVEV. Of yobv TaG valg ExovTeg &xpt Kai gig mevra-
Koaoioug TOV AplBudy cuvtehovoag, St Tod Edéeivou EkmieboavTeg Kal TPOG TM
"loTpw yevopevol ToTau® Xwpag Te Boukydpwy émipmpacay kal SoptaldTtoug
o0k &\iyoug ehov. — It is not clear where the Byzantine troops disembarked.
According to Bozilov/Gjuzelev, Istorija na Dobrudza Il 59-60, this happened
somewhere between Dinogetia (near the commune Garvan) and Dorostolon
(modern Silistra).

75 Besevliev, Zwei Versionen 365-367. — Busetto, Presenza della flotta 220. —
Atanasov/Russev, Onglos 27 and n. 9. — For Byzantine logistics and tactics, see
Haldon, Warfare 174-189.

76 Nicephorus Patriarches, Breviarium 73 (144, 16-18 Mango): aotdg 8t pdyn
ouppiéag adTolg katd Tag Aeyopévag Mapkéhhag (ppovptov & ToiTo mMnoiaitata
Boulydpwv keipevov) eig puyRy ETpépato kal ToMobdg adTiv EkTevev. — Busetto,
Presenza della flotta 220. — On Markellai, cf. Soustal, Thrakien 348-349.
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(chelandia), each transporting twelve horses, and sent them
to the Danube to the rear of the Bulgars, while he headed
the land army to Anchialos”’. Ostrogorsky thinks that both
troops united in the area of Anchialos, but it is hard to be-
lieve that the cavalry would have marched the whole way
from the Danube mouth to the fields south of the Balkan
Mountains while leaving the heartland of the Bulgars un-
touched’. Having in mind the tactics Constantine V had
already applied during his previous campaign against Bul-
garia, we can assume that the purpose of the cavalry units
transported to the Danube on board the chelandia was to
divide the forces of the enemy and to weaken the strength
of that army, which had to fight against the Byzantine land
forces headed by the emperor himself. This tactic proved to
be efficient once again — at the decisive battle near Anchialos
on 30 June 763, Constantine V defeated the Bulgarian Khan
Telets and took lots of prisoners of war that were murdered
in Constantinople after the emperor’s triumphant return’®. As
for the fleet, neither Theophanes nor Patriarch Nicephorus
give any further details about its mission, nor do they say
whether it succeeded in disembarking in the Delta as was the
case with the previous expedition. But from their accounts, it
becomes clear that the Byzantines once again had to send a
fleet from Constantinople to the Danube and did not rely on
the assistance of an alleged local administration in the area
of the mouth.

A similar scenario of dividing the enemy’s forces took place
in 774 when Constantine V put to sea on the red chelandia
and headed a sea expedition against Bulgaria the aim of

77 Nicephorus Patriarches, Breviarium 76 (148, 7-12 Mango): o0 1o 6pacy kai
abbadeq KwvoTavtivog Beacduevog vaig immaywyols &ypt kal &g Tag OKTakooiag
KATEOKEDAOE, KAl TAUTAG ITTIKGD oTPaT®) TAnpwoadg Sidt Tob Edgeivou mpdg TovV
“lotpov é&émepyey. avTdg Se oTpatdV ETepov émayduevog TpdG Ayyialov oAV
mapayivetal. — Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6254 (432, 29 - 433, 1 de
Boor): 11j 8% 1§ 100 louviou unvdg é&fNOev 6 Bachedg ém Thv Opdknv dmooTtehag
Kol TAWipov &1 Tod Evéeivou Mévtou Ewg w” xehavdiwv émdpepopévwv avar 1
frmwy. — Symeon Logothetes, Chronicon 122, 10 (191, 113-115 Wahlgren). —
John Zonaras, Epitome XV 6, 17-18 (Il 271, 12-18 BUttner-Wobst). — Besevliev,
Zwei Versionen 363-365. — Busetto, Presenza della flotta 220-221. — On trans-
port capacity of 8"-century Byzantine chelandia based on Theophanes’ account,
see Zuckerman, Byzantine Dromon 83-85. — Pryor/Jeffreys, Dromdn 304-333.

78 Ostrogorsky, Geschichte 140.

79 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6254 (433, 4-14 de Boor). — Nicephorus Pa-
triarches, Breviarium 76 (148-150, 12-22 Mango). — Bozilov, Istorija | 257-258.

80 On the red chelandia, cf. Heher/Simeonov, Ceremonies by the Sea 221-225.

81 For numbers in Byzantine sources, see Treadgold, Numbers. If we take into
consideration Theophanes' information on the transport capacity of one
chelandion carrying 12 horses during the previous campaign, in 774 the em-
peror should have had 50 000 horsemen available, which would have been
quite a formidable number even for Byzantine armed forces in the first half
of the 6" century when Justinian sent 16 000 soldiers against the Vandals in
North Africa, cf. Procopius of Caesarea, Bella Il 11, 2-13 (I 360, 27-362, 14
Haury/Wirth). — Treadgold, Byzantium and Its Army 47-64.

82 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6265 (446, 27-447, 2 de Boor): Tootw
TG ETel pnvit Maifw vSikTiovog 1B ékivnoe KwvoTtavtivog otélov yeavdiwv B
katd Boulyapiag kai eioeNdav kal adTog gig & Povota xehdvdia dmekivnoe mpodg
TO eloeNBelv i TOV AavodPiv ToTapdy Katahmdy kal TobG TV KaBarapikdv
BepdTwy oTpatnyols Ew TV KAeloovp®v, & Twg SuvnBiot TGy Boulydpwy
€ig a0TOV Aoyoloupévwy eioeNdeiv eig Bouyapiav. ENB6vTOG 8¢ avTod Ewg TR
Bdpvag, &8ehiaoe kal peNéta OmooTpéyar. — John Zonaras, Epitome XV 7, 4-5
(Il 278, 16-279, 2 Biuttner-Wobst). — Busetto, Presenza della flotta 221-222.

83 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6257 (437, 19-23 de Boor): 1fj & ka” Tod
louviou pnvdg TG & ivBikTIOVOG éKivnoe katd Bovkydpwv kai dméotehev &mi
Axelov By xehavdia omhicag adTdl &k TAVTwWY T@Y BepdTwy. TovTwy 8¢ &v Tdig
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which once again may have been the Danube Delta®. By
sending a fleet of 2000 chelandia — a number that seems
to be very much exaggerated®' — the Emperor tried to divert
the attention of the Bulgars from the passes in the Eastern
Balkan Mountains, which the cavalry units of the land army
had to take control of. The only source informing us about
this campaign, the chronicle of Theophanes, says that near
Varna the Emperor became fearful and turned back to Con-
stantinople without having achieved anything®. The reason
may have been a strong headwind, which destroyed the Byz-
antine fleet twice during Constantine’s maritime campaigns
against Bulgaria in 7662 and 7758 when a severe north
wind crushed the ships near the coast south of Mesembria®.
We can suppose that the Byzantines had chosen the Delta
as their destination, because the coast near Obzor, Shkorpi-
lovtsi, Varna and Kranevo was fortified with ditches that were
meant to protect the Bulgarian heartland from attacks from
the Black Sea® and because the lagoons of the lakes Sinoe,
Golovita and Razelm could hardly offer good possibilities for
an entire fleet to land®’.

The Ninth Century

The wars that the Bulgarian Khan Krum waged against Byz-
antium in 813 and 814 caused not only the destruction of
many settlements in Thrace but also resulted in the deporta-
tion of thousands of Byzantine prisoners of war to what the
Byzantine historians called »Bulgaria beyond the Danube«®.

axraig TpoooppoBévTwy, kal Tod Boppd TVedoavTog, GuVETPIBnoav piKpoD Seiv
dmavta, kai émviyn Aadg moug. — Nicephorus Patriarches, Breviarium 82 (156,
4-16 Mango): mhéipov 8¢ éomicag cuvtehodv Tepl Ta Sioyihia kal éakdoia
oKkadn, vauTikdy 8¢ mAiBog Kal oTPATIWTIKOV EK Te TGV TACIHWY oTpatnyidwv
Kal éTépwv Ywpwy EUPariv év adTolg dméoTeey, MoTe TapayevéoBat mepi Te
MeorfuBpeiav kai Ayyiohov t& mohiopara kai mpoomeNdlev Bovkydporg [...]
émel 8¢ 1O TMASipov TPoG Talg AkTalg TAG ékeiv Bakdoong kabwppileto (&ipevog
yap & TéTOg Kal Toig Méovot SuodopwTaTog), TVebua Piatov kal oKANPdY Kat’
aoThg mvedoav (Bopéag 8’ Av &vepog) TAG Te vads TpdG Taig AkTaig TepITPéYag
ouVETPIYE Kal TARBN TdV elomAedvTwy odk dNya T@ Pobiw KaTeméVTIoEY. —
Symeon Logothetes, Chronicon 122, 13 (192, 134-136 Wahlgren). — Georgios
Monachos, Chronicon IX 34 (Il 758, 1-8 de Boor). — John Zonaras, Epitome XV
7,19 (1275, 17-276, 4 Blttner-Wobst).

84 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6265 (447, 29-448, 4 de Boor): 6 &
Baoilels hg Noag TH Tpdg Tobg Bouydpoug elprivny é6wmhioe méhv oTéNov
TONUV. Kkal eloayaytv eig adtov kaPalapikdv xhddag 1p” améhuoe Todg
oTpatnyols TAV MAWIHATWY TAVTaG oby adT@d. adtdg 8t GpoPnbei Epevev eig TO
kaparapikév. eioehd@ovTwy 8¢ avTdv wg T MeonuPpiag, Kai avépouv apodpod
Boppd mveboavTog, mavTa piKkpod Seiv cuvetpifnoav, kal ToXol AmwlovTo: Kal
OméoTpeye undév Tolrjoag.

85 Busetto, Presenza della flotta 221 wrongly localizes the place of the shipwreck
around the Danube mouth.

86 Rasev, Ukrepitelni sdorazenija 20-27. — Rasev, Starobalgarski ukreplenija 31-
50. — Rasev, Asparuhovijat val. — Georgiev, Belezki.

87 On the evolution of the lagoons, cf. Bony et al., Danube Delta Lobes.

88 Scriptor Incertus Ill (43-44, 150-153 ladevaia): Kai Aapévreg of Bodhyapot Thv
aiypodwoiav Téoav gig mAfBog odoav avapibuntov, Kai TEcav TV ATOCKELNV
adTGV, HeTYKIoav adTodg &ig Bovkyapiav ékeiev Tod “loTpou Totapod. — Symeon
Logothetes, Chronicon 131, 9 (235-236, 70-77 Wahlgren): émi toutou &§fA\0ev
6 Kpodpog, dpywv Boulyapiag, katd tév XpioTiaviv, kal Tpameig Mixan) kal
Aéwv & Appévng Tupavviioag adTov kal Bacedoag, ENBwv &mbev adTod Kpobpiog
TMePIEKUKAWOE TAV TOAV. Aoyxeubelq 8¢ Tapd Aéovtog Tob Appévn kal OTOoTPé-
dwv &v Boulyapiq Emepyev gig Tov dylov MdpavTa dpedpevog Ta Ekeioe Kok
(®8a. ameNdwv 8¢ kal &v ASpiavoutdde mapélaPev adTiv Kai petéaTtnoe xadag
AvBp@vy SKka XwpIg YLVAIK@Y Kal TOOTOUG KaTWkioe Tépav Tod Aavouiov. — Syn-
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According to sources, one of them was the future Emperor
Basil | who was captured together with his family in the vi-
cinity of Adrianople and was sent to Bulgaria®. Apart from
the story of his early years in captivity and the persecutions
of Byzantine Christians by the heathen Bulgars, we know
very few details about these prisoners of war and their life
in Bulgaria®®.

There is only one source, which tells the story of them
returning to Byzantium. According to Symeon Logothetes,
during the reign of Emperor Theophilus (829-842) the Byz-
antine captives planned for their escape from Bulgaria®'. For
this purpose, they sent a man called Cordyles to Constan-
tinople. In the capital he met the emperor who promised his
assistance and sent ships to the Danube; they were charged
with the task of transporting the refugees from there back
to Byzantium®?. Earlier theories, such as those of Banescu,
Barnea, Brezeanu, Tapkova-Zaimova and Venedikov, assumed
that the prisoners of war settled down in modern Budjak and
thus they got on the vessels in the area of the Delta®. The
first one to challenge this hypothesis was Petre Panaitescu.
In his article on Bulgarian domination in the region north of
the Danube in the 9" and 10" centuries, he paid attention
to the socio-economic background of the Byzantine war cap-
tives. Having in mind their agricultural skills, the Romanian
historian doubted them being settled in the steppe zone of

axarium CP 414-415 (Delehaye). — A good historiographical overview may be
found in Tanasoca/Teoteoi, L'extension. — On »Bulgaria beyond the Danube,
cf. Mladjov, Trans-Danubian Bulgaria. — Grecu, Bulgaria in Nordul Dunarii
223-234. - Brezeanu, La Bulgarie d’au dela de I'lster. — Koledarov, Politi¢eska
geografija | 36-41. — Teodor, Quelques aspects. — Banescu, Les frontiéres. —
Sophoulis, Byzantium and Bulgaria 112-128. — For Bulgarian domination to the
north of the Danube, see also Bozilov, Anonimat na Haze, whose view on the
northeastern border, following the Dnieper River, the author of the present
paper does not share.

89 There are good reasons to doubt Basil being born so early, that is why some
historians date his birth in captivity in the 830s, cf. PmbZ | 1, # 832, p. 277.

90 Cf. Adontz, Basile I, 478-486. — Moravcsik, Sagen und Legenden 70-77. —
Bozilov, Istorija | 339-342. — On Byzantine captives in Bulgaria in the first
half of the 9™ century, cf. Hristov, Prisoners of War. — Stanev, Deportiranite
romei. — Venedikov, La population byzantine 261-277. — On archaeological
findings (ceramics, tools, and weapons) in Eastern Wallachia attributed to
the Byzantine prisoners of war, see Teodor, Quelques aspects 9-14. — Teodor,
Nouvelles considérations 97-102. — Madgearu, Byzantine Military Organization
13-14.

91 Recent studies have pointed out that attributing the authorship of the so-called
Logothetenchronik to Leo the Grammarian, Theodosius Melissenus and Geor-
gius Monachus Continuatus should be considered anachronistic, cf. Wahlgren,
Symeon the Logothete (with further bibliography).

92 Symeon Logothetes, Chronicon 131, 10-11 (236, 77-83 Wahlgren): &v 8¢ Taig
fpépaig Oeodhou Tod Pachéwg v oTpatnAdTng &v MakeSovia 6 Kopdiing mpooa-
yopeudpevog. gixe 8¢ Kkai vidv BapSav dvépartt Avdpiwpévoy Tavu, dv katéhimey avt’
adTob Epyey TMYV MakeSévwy T@v 8vtwy Tépav Tod ToTapod AavouBiov. adTdg 88
peTd pnyavijg Tvog AABev eig Oedplov: dv bTode§apevog xaipwy kal yvoug, & Bélel,
améoTee mhoia avahaPéodat adTodg kal ENGeIV v Tf TONel.

93 Banescu, Les frontiéres 6-7. — Barnea, Dobrogea 209. — Barnea/Stefanescu, Din
istoria Dobrogei Ill 13. — Barnea, La Danube 585. — Brezeanu, La Bulgarie d'au
dela de I'lster 122. — Tapkova-Zaimova, Quelques observations 80. — Tapko-
va-Zaimova, Otvaddunavska Bélgarija 64. — Venedikov, Ustrojstvo 93.

94 Grecu, Bulgaria in Nordul Dunarii 228 (Panaitescu subscribed the article as Al-
exandru Grecu).

95 Teodor, Quelques aspects 5-15. — Teodor, Nouvelles considérations 96-101. —
Stanev, Deportiranite romei 186-188.

96 Teodor, Quelques aspects 13-14. — Teodor, Nouvelles considérations 99-100. —
Stanev, Deportiranite romei 186-187.

97 Brezeanu, La Bulgarie d'au dela de I'lster 129. — Stanev, Deportiranite romei 187
and 190, n. 40.
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Budjak and suggested a location of their dwellings in mod-
ern Muntenia®t. Two scholars, Dan Gh. Teodor and Kamen
Stanev, tried to use archaeological data complementary to
the information from the written sources and also localized
the settlements of the captives in Muntenia®®. However, their
views on the place where the Byzantines boarded the ships
differ; while Teodor argues for embarkation near the mouth
of lalomita, Stanev localizes this event in the area close to
the Danube mouth®. Unfortunately, the text of Symeon
Logothetes says nothing about the place of these events, but
a site within the Delta seems to be more plausible for several
reasons. Brezeanu and Stanev have already stressed that
an operation away from the sea would have been far more
dangerous than one in the area of the Delta®’. Another argu-
ment for placing the embarkation near the Danube mouth is
the communication between Bulgars and Hungarians during
the operation. The war captives crossed an unnamed river,
but a Bulgarian komés®® also crossed over trying to stop them
and was defeated®. After a second attempt to cross over
had failed, the Bulgars called their northern neighbours, the
Hungarians, to help them stop the Byzantines'®. In a further
battle, the war captives succeeded in driving the Hungarians
back and got on the ships, which carried them into Thrace
where some became high imperial officials such as Tzantzes
who was appointed a strategos of Macedonia'®".

98 On the function of komés, who was in this case a Bulgarian and not a Byzan-
tine official, cf. Tapkova-Zaimova, Otvaddunavska Balgarija 64. — Some schol-
ars think that the komés came from the area south to the Danube to stop the
captives, cf. Grecu, Bulgaria in Nordul Dunarii 227. — Brezeanu, La Bulgarie
d’au dela de I'lster 22. — Mladjov, Trans-Danubian Bulgaria 90. — Spinei, Ro-
manians 58 (a possibility, which Bozilov, Istorija | 341 also would not exclude).
The text of the source is ambiguous, but it is quite possible that the komés
had his seat in modern Wallachia. — Barnea, Perioché 83 identifies the archon
Bulgarias, attested on some seals, with the komés in the chronicle of Symeon
Logothetes and attributes to him the function of being in charge for the
Byzantine fleet based in the Danube mouth. The archén Bulgarias is the Bul-
garian ruler Boris-Michael and from the narrative of the Byzantine chronicle
it becomes clear that the komés was one of his administrators, cf. Jordanov,
Corpus 43-60. Thus, both had nothing to do with Byzantine functionaries
within the Delta.

99 Symeon Logothetes, Chronicon 131, 11-12 (236, 85-90 Wahlgren): émoinocav
o0V Bouliv 6 hadg oy yuvari§i kal Tékvolg £5eNOeiv v Pwpavig. €§eA86vTog 8¢
Mixaf\ Boukydpou év @ecoalovikn fp§avto Siamepdv oy Taig OTOOTACETIV
AVT@Y. pabhv 8¢ 6 KOUNG ToUTO AVTEMEPACE TOAEUoWY ADTOUG. ATOYVOVTEG
obv of Makedoveg émoinoav kepohiv adTt@v Tév Te TLAvT{nv kal Tov KopSuiny
kal oupBalévteg TONepov dmékTEvay TOAOUG, Tvag 8 kal ékpdtnoav. —
Brezeanu, La Bulgarie d’au dela de I'lster 128-129.

100 For Hungarian presence in the region north to the Danube Delta, see Spinei,
Great Migrations 47.

101  Symeon Logothetes, Chronicon 131, 11-12 (236-237, 91-108 Wahlgren): of 8¢
un SuvnBévteg mepaoal Bovlyapol mpoceppunoav toic Odyypolg, dvayyeavteg
adToig Tavta Ta TV Makedévwy. AABov 8t kal T& mhoia Tol Paciéwg TPdG TO
avalaBecBal adTolg kal dyayeiv &v Tf TNel. mapevbL 8 avedpdvnoav Obvvol
@ mAiBel &melporl. of 8¢ 6vTeG avToLG peTd Sakplwy EBSwv AéyovTeg & Bedg
To0 dyiou ASpiavod Boriet fuiv: kal TapeTAooOVTO TPOG GUHBOARY TONEHOL. Of
8¢ Todpkot efov mPodg adTovg S6Te Hv THY Bmapév bpdv Taoav kai améNdare,
81ou kal PodhecBe. of 8& ToITO 00 KATESEEAVTO, AANA TTAPATETAYHEVOL OTIFPXOV
év Tpiolv fpépaig Kai TH TeTdpTn fpSavrto &g Ta mhoia adTév eioépyecdal.
Beacduevotl 8¢ TodTo of Todpkol GuVEBAhOV TENEPOV ATTO OPAG TEUTITNG HEXPIG
gomépag, Kai Tpamév TO €Bvog katediwkov avTolg of MakeSdveg. Kai Tij émovor
fuépa Boulopévwy adTiv OToywpfoal dvepdvnoav Tay Odvvol mpodg TO
ToAepfioal adTolg. avaoTdg 88 MakeSwy vewTepog dvopatt Aéwv &k yévoug
TV [opooT®v, 8¢ HETA TadTa yéyovey ETAIPEIdpYNG, Kal ETEPOL GVoUacTol TMV
Makedévwy Erpepav adTtobg kal é§Ahacav kal OTooTpéyavTeg eiofov &ig
T8 mhoia kal amecwOnoav TpdG ToV Paciiéa kai phoTiunBévTeg Tap’ adTod
oméoTpeyay i¢ MakeSoviav eig Ty idiav ywpav.

241



If we accept that the unnamed river was the lalomita
in Muntenia, it is hard to explain how the Bulgarian komés
could not cross the river but succeed in calling the Hungari-
ans who lived in the area behind the Byzantines. Placing the
events within the Delta would explain the sequence of events
in a better way — the refugees may have crossed one of the
Danube branches to reach the ships sent from Constantino-
ple. Thus, the Bulgars could not prevent them from getting
on the vessels after having been defeated, but they could
easily contact the Hungarians living in Budjak to the north
of the river.

The episode with the transportation of Byzantine war
captives from the area of the Lower Danube to Byzantium
is not the last case when the Empire used ships sent from
Constantinople for military operations in the Danube Delta. In
893, Leo VI transferred the Bulgarian markets from Constan-
tinople to Thessaloniki. By doing so, the Emperor harmed the
trade interests of his northern neighbours'?. After Simeon'’s
request for their return to the capital remained unanswered,
he attacked Thrace and defeated the imperial army'%. The
Byzantines were at that time at war with the Arabs, thus
lacking troops to launch a large-scale offensive in the Balkans.
Although the land army under the command of Nicephorus
Phocas marched against Bulgaria, the main attack against
the enemy had to be carried out by the Hungarians in the
North. According to Symeon Logothetes and Theophanes
Continuatus, Leo VI sent the droungarios Eustathius to the
Danube, charged with the transfer of the Hungarian cavalry
to the south of the river where it was meant to attack Simeon
from the rear™4. We find some interesting details about these
events in De administrando imperio written by Constantine
Porphyrogenitus'®. The Bulgarians tried to organize their
defence in the area of the Delta by building mantlets that
had to prevent the Hungarians from getting to the southern

102 On trade between Byzantium and Bulgaria from the 8" to the 10™ century, cf.
Ferluga, Handel nach dem Norden 619-629. — Simeonova, Targovija.

103 Theophanes Continuatus VI 1, 9 (357, 12-23-358, 1-7 Bekker). — Symeon
Logothetes, Chronicon 133, 15-16 (275-276, 82-100 Wahlgren). — John Scyli-
tzes, Synopsis 175-176, 75-95 (Thurn). — John Zonaras, Epitome XVI 12, 15-18
(11442, 9-17 Buttner-Wobst). — For a historical background, see Tougher, Leo
VI, 172-180. — Bozilov, Simeon Veliki.

104 Symeon Logothetes, Chronicon 133, 17 (276, 100-105 Wahlgren): odg iSdv
6 Baoihebg kal Bupwlelg dméotee NikjTav TOV émileydpevoy TKANpOV peTdl
Spopwvwy &v T Totau® AavouBiw Sodvar S®pa Toig Tovpkolg Kai TPdG
TONepOV Kivijoar Katd Zupedv. & 88 AmeABiv kal CLVTUXMY TAlG Kepahaig
Apmadn kai Kouodvn kai cuvBepévwv Tolepficar Aapov dyidag AOe mpog
Tov Baci\éa. — Theophanes Continuatus VI 1, 9 (358, 7-12 Bekker). — John
Scylitzes, Synopsis 176, 1-6; 177, 14-19 (Thurn). — John Zonaras, Epit-
ome XVI 12, 19-23 (Ill 442, 17-443, 1-11 Buttner-Wobst). — Leo VI, Tak-
tika XVIII 40 (452, 215-220 Dennis): kal yap T@V AUETEPWY SUVAREWY KATY
Sapaknviv doyoloupévwy Toupkoug ) Beia mpdvola avti Pwpaiwv katd
Boulydpwv éotpdtevoe, mhoipou otdlou TG U@V Baciieiag TOV “loTpov
adToUg SlamePAoavTdg Te Kal CUPMAXIOAVTOG, Kai TOV KAK®G Katd XploTiaviv
SmAIoBévTa Boulydpwy oTpatdv TpIol péyaig Katd KpAatog veviknkétag. — An-
nales Fuldenses ad A. 896 (129 Kurze): Pacem ergo Greci eodem anno cum
Avaris, qui dicuntur Ungari, facientes; quod eorum concives Bulgari in pravum
vertentes hostili expeditione contra eos insurgunt et omnem regionem illorum
usque portam Constantinopolitanam devastando insecuntur. Quod ad ulcis-
cendum Greci astucia sua naves illorum contra Avaros mittunt ac eos in reg-
num Bulgarorum ultra Danuvium transponunt. Illi transpositi manu cum valida
gentem Bulgarorum ingressi maximam partem cedendo neci tradiderunt. —
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riverbank. The mantlets seem to have worked at the begin-
ning because the first attempt of the Hungarians to cross
the Danube failed. Therefore, the Hungarians were forced to
wait for assistance — when the Byzantine navy arrived, three
sailors leapt down from one of the ships and cut the mantlets
down ', Bozilov assumes that these mantlets stretched from
one Danube bank to the other'%?, but this makes it difficult to
explain why the Hungarians who were standing on the oppo-
site side of the river could not overcome such an obstacle by
just cutting its northern end down and instead had to wait
for Byzantine help. All of this does point to another explana-
tion — the mantlets could have been built in vulnerable places
on the southern bank of the Danube, where the Hungarians
may have passed through without using Byzantine vessels.

Thus, the way for the Hungarian horsemen was opened
and they crossed the Danube on Byzantine ships. In three bat-
tles, the Hungarians defeated Simeon and made him retreat
behind the walls of Dorostolon (or in Mundraga, according
to Constantine Porphyrogenitus '), from where he organized
his counterattack using the assistance of the Pechenegs'®.
The combined assault of the Bulgarians and the Pechenegs
on the Hungarian settlements in Budjak was so ferocious that
it caused the migration of the Magyars under the leadership
of Arpad to Pannonia™.

The Tenth Century

The Hungarian migration to the West caused the establish-
ment of the Pechenegs in the region to the north of the
Danube Delta. Thus, they became the next possible ally of
Byzantium with the potential to be used against Bulgaria.
The Byzantines did not have to wait long, since the wars
of Simeon provided them with a good excuse to organize

Dimitrov, Bulgaria and the Magyars. — Bozilov/Gjuzelev, Istorija na Dobrudza
I 60-62.

105  For the work and its author, see Belke/Soustal, De administrando imperio 41-
60.

106 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De administrando imperio 51 (250-252, 110-
120 Moravcsik/Jenkins): O0tog obv 6 Yupewv, 6 dpywv Bouvkyapiag, pabov
THV Tl MAwipou TPdG TOV ToTapdy Ay, kal &Tt pENNel TO TAWIpOV Tog
Toupkoug kat” adTol Tepdoal, émoinoev Aéoag, fiTol mAokolG ioxupods Tavu
Kal oTepepvious, MoTe pi SovacBal Tobg Toldpkoug avtimepvay, dt” fiv émivolav
Kkali é&kwAvOnoav of Todpkot TO mphTOV Tepdoar. ‘O odv mpoppnBeig Mixan\ 6
Bapkaldg petdt kal 8wy 8o mMwipwy dvalapépevol T& okoutdpia kol omabia
aVTGV, Avdpei Kal pwpaéw OppripaTt ekdioavteg Tod xehavdiou, katékoyav
Tag Méoag, frot Tobg mhokoug, Kal fvol§av Tov mépov Todg Todpkoug. — Ahr-
weiler, Byzance et la mer 88. — On /esai, cf. LBG II/1 928. — Litavrin, Kekavmen
429, n. 356.

107 Bozilov/Gjuzelev, Istorija na Dobrudza Il 62.

108 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De administrando imperio 40 (174-176, 7-12
Moravcsik/Jenkins): Meta 8¢ tadta mapd Aéovtog, Tod dploypioTou kal
&o8ipov Pacihéwg, TPookAnBEévTeg Siemépacay, Kal TOV ZUPEWY TONEUCAVTEG
KaTd KpATOg adTOV frTnoav, kal égehdoavteg péxpt Tfg MpeobhaBou SiiAbov,
ATOKAEITAVTEG AVTOV €iG TO KAGTPOV TO AeySpevov Mouvdpadya, kal gig Thv idiav
xwpav oméatpewav. — On Mundraga, cf. Bedevliev, Mundraga 17-21.

109 On Bulgaria and the Hungarians in the late 9" century, cf. Dimitrov, Bulgaria
and the Magyars. — Todorov, Value of Empire 317-321.

110 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De administrando imperio 40 (176, 13-27
Moravcsik/Jenkins). — Regino Prumiensis abbas, Chronica ad A. 889 (131-
133 Kurze). — Spinei, Great Migrations 52-53.
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a coalition against him. In 917, Empress Zoe Carbonopsina
undertook a large-scale campaign in the Balkans. Peace was
signed with the Arabs, so the army from Asia Minor crossed
the Straits and headed to Bulgaria. Apart from that, the Byz-
antines tried to win the assistance of Simeon’s neighbours,
which included the Serbian ruler of Raska Petar Gojnikovi,
and the Pechenegs''". The stratégos of Chersonesus, John
Bogas, offered the government in Constantinople to per-
suade the Pechenegs to join the alliance against Simeon''2,
Their leaders agreed and the Byzantine navy was sent to
the Danube under the command of Romanus Lecapenus'3.
According to the Byzantine historians, the negotiations failed
because John Bogas and Romanus Lecapenus argued in the
presence of the Pechenegs, who broke the alliance with
Byzantium™'4. The fleet had to sail back to Constantinople,
which caused some troubles to its commander, Romanus
Lecapenus, as he was accused of not having helped the
Byzantine troops who retreated after the battle of Achelous
in August 91715,

The trans-border location of the Danube Delta and its
good waterway connections were the reason why the region
was involved not only in military campaigns but was also a
centre of intense trade activity''®. Describing the so-called
»Route from the Varangians to the Greeks« in his work De
administrando imperio, Constantine Porphyrogenitus remarks
that one of the Danube arms called Selina (modern Sulina)
was the border between the Pechenegs and Bulgaria; after
crossing it the Varangian sailors, who were under the con-
stant threat of being attacked by the Pechenegs, had nothing
more to fear on their way to Constantinople'”. Another
source, the Russian Primary Chronicle (Povest’ vremennych
let), describes a place on the Lower Danube where trad-
ing took place on the eve of Svyatoslav's Balkan campaigns

111 Bozilov, Simeon Veliki. — Todorov, Value of Empire 323-325.

112 For further details on this person, see Zuckerman, Pontic Policy 221-223. —
PmbZ Il 3, # 22911.

113 Symeon Logothetes, Chronicon 135, 21 (305, 156-161 Wahlgren): &meotén
8¢ T6Te kal Pwpavog martpikiog, Spovyydplog v Tob TAGTHoL, HETA TAvTOG TOD
aTéhou &v T AavouBiy Totap® Bonbriowyv Aéovtt T Pwkd, A kal Twavvng
6 Bwydg katayayeiv MatQivdkag, g eipntal, keheuaBévtog Tob Spouyyapiou
Pwpavod Siamepdoal TovToug katd Boulydpwy, GoTe cuppayfoat Aéovtt T®
®wka. — Theophanes Continuatus VI 3, 10 (389, 20-22 Bekker). — John Scyli-
tzes, Synopsis 204, 18-25 (Thurn). — John Zonaras, Epitome XVI 17, 1-3 (Il
464, 10-17-465, 1-2 Buttner-Wobst).

114 A more plausible reason for the failure of the Pecheneg assistance may have
been the activity of Bulgarian diplomacy, which probably tried to break up
the dangerous alliance between Constantinople and the horsemen from the
steppes. According to Constantine Porphyrogenitus and Patriarch Nicholas
Mysticus, the Bulgars were interested in maintaining good relations with
their north-eastern neighbour, cf. Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De admini-
strando imperio 5 (52, 3-13 Moravcsik/Jenkins). — Nicholas Mysticus, Letter
9 (58, 109-112 Jenkins/Westerink): kal TocobTov To mpdypa cmouddleTal
Boulydpotg, @oTe Kal ydpou Kovwvig TGV oikeiwv Taidwv omoudalelv evioat
Kal ouvdfoal THY Tpdg EauTtols cuppayiav Matlnvakitdv. — Bozilov, Balgarija
i peCenezite 52. — Spinei, Great Migrations 116. — Mladjov, Trans-Danubian
Bulgaria 92-95.

115 Dimitrov, Western Black Sea Coast 321-323.

116  Paraschiv-Talmatchi/Talmatchi, Considerations. — Grecu, Bulgaria in Nordul
Dunarii 225-226.

117 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De administrando imperio 9 (62, 92-99
Moravcsik/Jenkins): wéhv &mokivodvTeg Epyovtat eig TOV Zehvdv, &lg TO ToD
Aavoupiov motapod Aeydpevov Tapakhddiov. Kal Ewg ob SiENOwaot Tov Zehvay
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in the late 960s''®. This was the so-called Pereyaslavets or
Preslavitsa, identified by the fortress excavated near the Ro-
manian commune of Nufaru'®, where the Byzantines es-
tablished one of their kommerkia in the 11 century'?. The
Russian Primary Chronicle has preserved what is believed to
have been Svyatoslav’s answer to his mother Olga‘s appeal
to come back to Kiev: »I do not care to remain in Kiev, but
should prefer to live in Pereyaslavets on the Danube, since
that is the centre of my realm, where all riches are concen-
trated; gold, silks, wine and various fruits from Greece, silver
and horses from Hungary and Bohemia, and from the Rus’
furs, wax, honey, and slaves« 2!, The same source informs
us that when Svyatoslav landed on the Danube bank in 968
and 969, he took the town of Preslavitsa after having fought
against Bulgarian troops'2.

De thematibus and the
Byzantine Lists of Precedence

The reports by the Byzantine historians on imperial maritime
activity around the Danube Delta from the 8™ to the late
10" century attest that military campaigns in that part of the
Balkans were carried out or were at least supposed to have
been carried out by naval forces sent from Constantinople
and not by a fleet based in one of the Danube branches.
There is another group of sources that remain silent about
Byzantine administration in the area of the Danube Delta
before 971. The first author is Constantine Porphyrogeni-
tus. In his work De thematibus he describes the Byzantine
administration in the Balkans, Asia Minor, and Italy and on
the Chersonesus. In the Balkans, he mentions only themata
located in the southern part of the peninsula — Thrace, Mac-

ToTaudy, Tapatpéyouaty adToig oi Mar{vaxitar. Kai éav moMdkig fj 8éhacoa
povégulov eig TV yijv dmoppiyn, okaldvouatv 8a, fva Toig Mat{ivakitaig
avtimapatayf@otv 6pod. Amod 8¢ oV Zehvav o poPodvrai Tiva, AN THY Tig
Boukyapiag yfjv évSuodpevol, €l TO Tob AavouBiov oTépiov Epyovtal. Amd 8¢
Tob AavouPiov katalapBdvouoty ig Tov Kwvomdy, kai amd tod Kwvord eig
Kwvotavtiav. — Cf. the commentary in Litavrin/Novosel'cev, Ob upravlenii
imperiej 291-332, especially notes 57-58 on pp. 328-329. - Litavrin, Drevnjaja
Rus. — Kostova, Settlement Patterns 31-32. — For further details about the
route, see Povest’ vremennych let 29-31 (Lichacev). — Ferluga, Handel nach
dem Norden 625; 629-642. — Howard-Johnston, De Administrando Imperio. —
Simeonova, PuteSestvie.

118 Cf. Andronic, Romani.

119 The main bibliography may be found in Madgearu, Byzantine Military Organ-
ization. — On the identification, cf. Damian/Andonie/Vasile, Nufaru. — For
other identifications concerning the location, such as Noviodunum (Isaccea),
see Kostova, Settlement Patterns 34. — For coin circulation in the medieval
settlement in Nufaru, see Manucu-Adamesteanu, Circulatia monetara. — For
Byzantine artefacts, see Manucu-Adamesteanu et al., Descoperiri.

120 For the seals, see Oikonomides, Presthlavitza.

121 Povest’ vremennych let A.M. 6477 (50 Lichacev): Peve CearTocAars K% MaTepeH
CROGH M KB BOAADOMB CROHME: »Ne AKBO M ecTh B KHeRS BBITH, X010 KHTH B [epeacaariin
NA AYNAM, AKO TO €CTh CG‘)GAA 3¢MAH MOEﬁ, aKo '[‘\f BCA BAAMAA C)(O'I‘WI‘CZZ oTB P?EK'L 3AATO,
TI0BOAOKH, BHNA H OBOLLICRE PANOAMTHBIA, U3 TeX'B iKe, H3 Yroph ¢pespo H KoMoNH, 3 Pyen ke
CKOPA M BOCK', MEA H YEAAADC. The English translation is the one of Cross/Sher-
bowitz-Wetzor, Russian Primary Chronicle 86. — For Varangian artefacts found
in Nuféru, see Damian/Vasile, Varangians.

122 Povest’ vremennych let A.M. 6475 and 6479 (48 and 52 Lichacev). —
Cross/Sherbowitz-Wetzor, Russian Primary Chronicle 84 and 87. — Barnea,
La Danube 586.
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edonia, Thessalonike, Strymon (actually a kleisura), Hellas,
Peloponnesus, Cephalenia, Nicopolis and Dyrrhachion 2. We
find the same data in the Byzantine Lists of Precedence ed-
ited by Nikolaos Oikonomides. Both Taktikon of Uspenskij
(842-843)'2* and Taktikon of BenesSevic¢ (934-944)'%> and the
so-called Kletorologion of Philotheos (899)'%° mention only
the stratégoi of Thrace, Macedonia and Chersonesus but
they say nothing about a stratégos of Lykostomion or of an
alleged thema in the northern part of Dobruja in the 9t or
10™ century'?’. The situation changes when we look at the
Taktikon, which Oikonomides discovered in Spain and edited
under the name of Taktikon Escurialensis. It dates back to
the middle of the 970s and attests a stratégos of Thrace and
loannoupolis (the new name of the former Bulgarian capital
Preslav conquered by John Tzimiskes in 971) and a thema
called Mesopotamia tés Dyseds, located in the northern part
of Dobruja?.

Geographical Position and Climate

It is easier to understand the political history of the Lower
Danube in Late Antiquity and Early Middle Ages if we con-
sider the geographical position of the Danube Delta, which
seems to have been crucial for Roman and Byzantine defence
strategies at the Lower Danube'. The Roman province of
Scythia Minor is a natural continuation of the steppe region
lying in the North and is characterized by a continental cli-
mate and very low winter temperatures'°. The cold climate

123 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De thematibus Il 1-9 (84-94 Pertusi). — The hy-
pothesis of Barnea, Dobrogea 206-207, shared by Radulescu, Romanii 79-80
and Damian, Prezenta politica bizantina 287-288, that Constantine IV es-
tablished the thema of Thrace comprising territories on the Lower Danube
from which the later thema of Paristrion developed, bases on a misinterpre-
tation of Constantine Porpyrogenitus, De thematibus Il 1 (84, 19-23 Pertusi):
Awcaneiong 8t Tiig oayfjvng, wg lmopev, kal TGOV PapPdpwv EkmopOnodvtwy
TaG MONeIG, €ig pikpd TpApata dinpébn 1 Tig Opdkng apxr - fj Te yap Bovkyapia
Kal avTdg 6 “loTpog kal TO Tepldvupov 8pog To Sifjkov &xpt Tob Mévtou, TO
kahoupevov Alpog Tfig ©pdkng elol pépn, vuvi 88 &NNSTpia ypnuatilouot. The
toponyms in the passage are an attempt to explain the names of the Late
Roman provinces of Moesia Il Inferior, Scythia Minor and Haemimontus within
the diocese of Thrace through toponyms familiar to the reader of the 10™ cen-
tury, cf. Ditten, Thrakien 164-165; 177-179. Moreover, the text clearly says
that since Constantine’s reign the territories between the Danube and the
Balkan Mountains were beyond the authority of Constantinople, cf. the crit-
ical remarks of Madgearu, Continuitate si discontinuitate culturala 146-147
on Barnea’s hypothesis. — On the foundation of the thema Thrace, cf. Lilie,
Thrakien und Thrakesion. — Soustal, Thrakien 76. — Leontsine, Konstantinos
145-150.

124 Taktikon Uspenskij 49, 8-9; 57, 13 (Oikonomides).

125 Taktikon Benesevi¢ 247, 8-9, 30 (Oikonomidés).

126 Kletorologion of Philotheos 101, 15-16, 30 (Oikonomides).

127 On this topic, see Damian, Prezenta politica bizantina 289-293.

128 Taktikon Escurialensis 263, 29; 265, 9; 267, 10 (Oikonomides). — Oikonomides,
La Mésopotamie de I'Occident.

129 For an overview on climate in Byzantium, see Teleles, Metedrologika phain-
omena. — Telelis, Climatic Fluctuations.

130 Cf.DNP Suppl. 11, S. 622-623. — For a discussion on the modern landscape of
Dobruja and the ancient geography of Scythia Minor, see Oracev, Prinosi 32.

131 Libanius, Orationes LIX 90 (IV 253, 8-12 Foerster): yvoin 8" &v Tig, & mapabein
Tf VOV &md 2kuBdv &deiq Tag TpoTépag Katadpopds, Tpog 8g AVTIBNETEW pév
00K &§fv, piag 88 evyflg Tuyxavouaoty gyiyveto cwleaBar. adtn & Av pi mayfvat
BéBatov év "loTpw kpOoTANNOV, WoTe Kal EMeENDElV OTTAPXEY.
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during the winter is a topic we find in the works of some Late
Antique authors. In one of his speeches to Emperor Julian,
Libanius speaks of the thin ice on the Danube as the only
reason for the Empire’s safety in earlier ages'®'. We can find
the explanation for this statement in the work of a 5"-century
theologian. Pseudo-Caesarius says in his Dialogues that the
severe frost caused the river to freeze. According to him, the
ice could have been so thick that it allowed the passing over
of thousands of horsemen'32.

Some may call it simply rhetorical, but the information we
get from the works of different historians reporting on the
environmental conditions in the northern and north-western
region of the Black Sea confirms the remarks of Libanius and
Pseudo-Caesarius. In his description of the Black Sea, Am-
mianus Marcellinus says that the sea itself froze up because
of the high amount of sweet water pouring into it from the
rivers of what is nowadays Eastern Europe and Russia'®. As
a child, the Byzantine historian Theophanes played on the
pieces of an iceberg, that had built up due to the severe
cold in the northern and north-western regions of the Black
Sea, eventually floating towards the Bosporus and crushing
the seaside walls of Constantinople'3*. There is one account
in the Church history of Philostorgius that reveals what hap-
pened when invaders, coming from the North, succeeded in
taking advantage of the frozen Danube Delta. According to
him, unnamed Barbarians crossed the frozen river in the win-
ter of 384/385 and conquered the easternmost Roman town
of the Limes, Halmyris (modern Murighiol)'3>. Thanks to the
Latin Life of two Early Christian Saints, Epictetus and Astion,

132 Pseudo-Caesarius, Erotapokriseis 67 (57, 11-19 Riedinger): 8¢a 8¢ pot évapyé-
oTepov UTGSelypa epl Tol OTEPEWHATOG, 00 TEXVN BpoTdv, &N\ Beig Boulj
GUVICTApEVOV Kall ofovel Si8ackaleiov fpiv TPoKeiuevoy, TOV Eva TMV TETTAPWY
&k Tig v mapadeiow kprivng pedvtwy Totapdv, Tov Onodva Tapd T kab’
fpég ypadr, map’ ‘EXAnowv 8¢ Olotpov, mapd 8¢ Pwpaiolg AavouPiov, mapd
8¢ 60001 Aovvavnv TPOCAYOPELSHEVOV: XEMMDVOG TIMyVUpEVOL Kal &ig ABWSN
avritumiav pebiotapévng Tig pohakig Tod PeiBpou pooews, wg oiav Te dépetv
¢mmopevopévwy Tolepiwy Kal TpdG T& Pwpaiwy TAUpd Te kal Opdketa pépn
Siadotrolvtwy mAiBog, obTw Tot Kal T adTd &k Tob U8atog Taytv oTepéwpa
OmoKNO(eTan pEv TG OTOKPIOEVTL Peilbpw, OTepoTéyel 8¢ fmmov kal avapdtnv év
XANLGoV Séka TOMEKIG SpWOHEVOV.

133 Ammianus Marcellinus, Res Gestae XXII 8, 48 (lll 32, 13-16 Seyfarth): Quid-
quid autem eiusdem Pontici sinus aquilone caeditur et pruinis, ita praestrin-
gitur gelu, ut nec amnium cursus subteruolui credantur nec per infidum et
labile solum gressus hominis possit uel iumenti firmari, quod uitium numquam
mare sincerum, sed permixtum aquis amnicis temptat. — Marcellinus Comes,
Chronicon ad 401 (8 Croke): Maris Pontici superficies ita gelu frenata est,
ut per triginta dies solute tandem glacies instar montium per Propontidem
superne portata decurreret.

134 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6255 (434, 6-435, 5 de Boor). — Nicepho-
rus Patriarches, Breviarium 74 (144-148, 1-49 Mango). — Symeon Logothetes,
Chronicon 122, 11 (191-192, 116-132 Wahlgren). — Georgios Monachos,
Chronicon IX 34 (Il 758, 11-759, 6 de Boor). — John Zonaras, Epitome XV 7,
1-7 (11272, 8-273, 11 BUttner-Wobst). — Teleles, Meteorologika phainomena
| 342-351.

135 Philostorgius, Historia ecclesiastica X 6, 2 (I 402, 52-53 Bleckmann/Stein):
AN 1} pév ANpuplg kpuoTaMwBEévTog To0 “loTpou OTd TGOV Siafdvtwy adTdv
BapPapwv @\ioketar. — Nicephorus Callistus Xanthopulus, Historia ecclesias-
tica XIl 29 (PG 146, 840 A-B). — Teleles, Metedrologika phainomena | 126-
127 (with a different chronology). — On chronology, cf. Madgearu, Barbarian
Invasions 175. — Wolfram, Goten 141 assumes that these Barbarians may
have been Goths. — On Halmyris, cf. Suceveanu et al., Halmyris | 79-114. —
Zahariade/Alexandrescu, Inscriptions from Halmyris 1-20. — Zahariade, Envi-
ronmental Archaeology 39-51.
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who were killed in Halmyris at the very end of the 3 cen-
tury 36, as well as numerous inscriptions on votive altars com-
missioned by Roman veterans, we have some data about the
maritime activity in the area of the town'’. Archaeological
findings such as ceramics, especially amphoras produced in
ltaly, North Africa, the Eastern Mediterranean and the West
Pontic towns, attest to the role of Halmyris' harbour in trade
activity at the easternmost point of the Danube border of the
Byzantine Empire before the 7" century 3. Although the set-
tlement had a harbour, its inhabitants were obviously helpless
in times of great cold when the water of the river froze, and
the Byzantine ships could do nothing against the horsemen
who wanted to cross the Danube.

Bearing in mind the information about the environment
of the Danube Delta in Late Antiquity and Early Middle Ages
we can see how vulnerable Byzantine defence was in the
north-easternmost region of the Balkans. The combination of
a marshy area, shallow waters and sometimes extremely low
winter temperatures could become a real threat for a prov-
ince the borders of which were the next station for people
coming from the North Black Sea region'*°; to mention a few,
the Goths in 3764, the Huns in 394/395'%1, the Kutrigurs
in 539/540' and 559 (crossing the frozen Danube)'#* and
the Avars in 562/563'#4, not all of whom had the intention
of crossing the Limes with the permission of Constantinople.
It seems that Barbarians also realized where the Achilles’
heel of Byzantine defences on the Lower Danube laid, if we
consider the words of the Turkic Khagan Turxanthos to a Byz-
antine mission in 576. His remarks are quoted by Menander
Protector: »As for you, Romans, why do you take my envoys

136 Vita SS Epicteti et Astionis 9, 25, 33 (AASS Julii ll, 542 D, 545 F-546 B, 547 F):
et descendentes navim, in Scytharum fines ingressi sunt, atque in Almiriden-
sium civitatem devenerunt, ubi nullus erat, qui eos vel eorum patriam posset
agnoscere... Igitur cum in urbe Almiridensium sancti Martyres haec tormenta
pro Christi nomine tolerarent, quidam peregrinus quodam die videns beatis-
simum Astionem ante tribunal judicis consistentem, et cognoscens, quis cu-
jusque generis haberetur, festinanter navigans in partibus Orientis descendit. ..
Et egressi cum tribus pueris de domo sua, navim protinus conscenderunt, et
navigare ceeperunt, ut in Scytharum terram, atque in Almiridensium civitatem
devenirent... Rogo igitur te, frater charissime, festina descendere ad portum,
et suscipe eos in domum tuam, atque per omnia consolare eos, eo quod
propter me valida sunt tristitia macerati: sed et in postremo de Salvatoris
nostri fide, atque diversis magnalibus facias eos monere. Haec et plura horum
audiens Vigilantius, dedit gloriam Deo: et statim cum festinatione ad fluvium
descendit. Et ecce, circa horam tertiam cernit naviculam parvam subito ap-
plicuisse ad portum. Cumque egressi de navi epibata a fuissent, cceperunt a
circumstantibus ibidem viris solicite inquirere, si aliquis eorum aliquando au-
disset ibidem, aut vidisset juvenem, Astion nomen habentem. — Philostorgius,
Historia ecclesiastica X 6, 1 (1400-402, 47-52 Bleckmann/Stein). — Nicephorus
Callistus Xanthopulus, Historia ecclesiastica Xl 29 (PG 146, 840 A-B). — On the
Vita, cf. Madgearu, Data patimirii.

137 Zahariade/Alexandrescu, Inscriptions from Halmyris 28-38.

138 Topoleanu, Ceramica 128-158. — Topoleanu, Pottery from Halmyris. — Suce-
veanu et al., Halmyris | 190-237.

139 Barnea, La Danube 577-579.

140 Ammianus Marcellinus, Res Gestae XXXI 4, 9 (IV 254, 33-256, 16 Seyfarth). —
Wolfram, Goten: 125-127.

141 Sozomen, Historia ecclesiastica VIII 25, 1 (383, 14-16 Bidez). — Zahariade,
Scythia Minor 28. — Madgearu, Barbarian Invasions 176.

142 Procopius of Caesarea, Bella Il 4, 8-9 (1 163, 23-164, 9 Haury/Wirth). — Pseu-
do-Dionysius of Tel-Mahre, Chronicle 82-83 (Witakowski). — Meier, Zeitalter
Justinians 662-663, n. 56.
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through the Caucasus to Byzantium, alleging that there is no
other route for them to travel? You do this so that | might be
deterred from attacking the Roman Empire by the difficult
terrain. But | know very well where the river Danapris flows,
and the Danube and the Hebrus, and from where our slaves,
the Uarkhonitai, crossed into Roman territory. | know your
strength. For the whole world is open to me from the farthest
East to the very western edge« ™.

Byzantium was aware of the threat that might come from
the North and easily reach as far as the hinterland of its
own capital. Thus, the Empire organized a complex defence
system in the eastern part of the Diocese of Thrace (Scythia
Minor, Moesia Inferior and Haemimontus), the first line of
which was preserved for the Danubian fleet'*®. As we have
seen, the Byzantines had a naval base within the Delta called
in the Notitia Dignitatum Plateypegiis and had at their dis-
posal special ships built to operate in the marshy area of
the Danube mouth. Furthermore, we know from the Codex
Theodosianus'# and Justinian’s Novellae'# that both Emperor
Theodosius Il and Justinian | tried to reorganize the forces of
the Byzantine Danubian fleet in the 5" and the 6™ century to
improve its efficiency'#. But the role of the fleet should not
be taken out of the context of Byzantine defence strategy
in the Balkans. The fact that only one Barbarian assault was
stopped by the Danubian fleet, when the potamiai nées ar-
ranged in three lines by Promotus defeated the boats of the
Greuthungi led by Odotheus during a night assault in 386,
shows that relying only on the strength of naval forces alone
was not enough for an effective defence of the river'™°. Thus,
the support by land troops stationed in the forts at the final

143 Agathias, Historiae V 11, 5-6 (177, 17-28 Keydell). — Theophanes, Chrono-
graphia A.M. 6051 (233, 4-234, 7 de Boor). — Michael the Syrian, Chronicle
IX 33 (Il 269, 10-12 Chabot). — Ziemann, Wandervolk 99-100. - Kislinger,
Angriff.

144 Evagrius Scholasticus, Historia ecclesiastica V 1 (196, 1-18 Bidez/Parmentier). —
Menander Protector, Fragmenta V 4 (50-52, 1-22 Blockley). — Corippus, In
laudem lustini Augusti minoris Il 282-302 (69-70 Cameron). — Pohl, Awaren
40-43.

145 Menander Protector, Fragmenta XIX 1 (174, 75-85 Blockley): “Ypeig 8¢, &
Pwpaiol, Ti Sfta &pa Todg kat” éut mpéoPelg S Tod Kavkdoou d8otmopoivrag
¢l 10 Buldvtiov dyete, Mg éué Ppdokovteg pi eival tépav arpamdy, S’ fg
avToig #oTat | Topeia; TalTta & émreheite, (¢ Ameimot S Tag Suoywpiag
¢mBéobat ) Pwpaiwy émkpareiq. TANV Eywye ééemioTapal pdla akpiBig dtol Te
6 Advampig ToTapdg, ob piv & kal 6 "loTpog évba katappei kal iva 6 “Efpog,
6m60ev Te EmepaidOnoav &g T Pwpdikiy 16 péTepov Soulikdv of Odapywvitat.
oUK Ayvo® ThHY Kab’ Opag Suvauy. &uol yap OmokékhTar Téoa f yij, dpXopévn
p&v &k Tob HAoL TPWTWV EKTIiVWY, KaTafyouvoa 8¢ &G T Téparta Tfg £0Tépag. —
Pohl, Awaren 66-67.

146 For the Roman/Byzantine Danubian Limes, see Scorpan, Limes Scythiae. —
Torbatov, Ukrepitelnata sistema. — Gajewska, Topographie. — Poulter, Dan-
ubian Frontier. — For the Danube fleet and its role in protecting the Limes,
see Himmler, Untersuchungen. — Matei, Consideratii 143-158. — On different
techniques applied in building harbours in Scythia Minor, cf. Munteanu, Por-
turile fluviale 214-231.

147 Codex Theodosianus VIl 17, 1 (343, 1-20 Mommsen).

148 Novellae XLI (262, 14-21 Scholl). — John Lydus, De magistratibus Il 29, 1-2 (Il
35-36 Schamp).

149 Bounegru/Zahariade, Les Forces Navales 35; 108.

150 Zosimus, Historia nova IV 35, 1 and 38-39, 1-3 (Il/2 299, 6-15 and 303-305
Paschoud). — Claudian IV Cons. 619-637 (ll/2 47-48 Charlet). — Himmler, Un-
tersuchungen 151-156. — Barnea, La Danube 579. — Even in this battle the last
line of Byzantine defence was built by land troops stationed on the southern
riverbank.
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part of the Danube was crucial for the Limes to maintain its
function™'. Winters may have been cold, and the fleet may
not have been always able to stop the Barbarians but if the
Empire had control over the hinterland, it could still re-estab-
lish its authority on the southern bank of the Danube . The
Avar and Slavic campaigns in the late 6™ and in the first half
of the 7" century resulted not only in the collapse of Byzan-
tine defences in Moesia and Scythia Minor, but also caused a
decline in urban life in the regions between the Danube and
the Balkan Mountains. One example may be enough to illus-
trate the destiny of Late Antique towns in the Northern Bal-
kans since the 7" century. It was already mentioned that after
crossing the Danube the Bulgars of Asparukh settled in the
former province of Scythia Minor and, according to Byzantine
historians, reached »the so-called Varna near Odessos« 3.
At the site of the ancient town, which was once a seat of
the Quaestura exercitus responsible for sea communications
in the region', archaeologists have found the remains of
only three cottages dating back to the 10t and 11t century;
archaeological evidence covering the entire period from the
late 7™ to the early 10" century was found to the West of
Odessos . The lack of Byzantine garrisons in the forts on the
southern bank of the Danube Delta during Constantine IV's
campaign against Asparukh in 680 seems to explain why the
Byzantines could not prevent the Bulgars from crossing the
river and raiding the territories as far as Thrace although the
fleet was lying at anchor in the area of the battle®.

151  Ammianus Marcellinus, Res Gestae XXVI 6, 11 (IV 28, 4-9 Seyfarth). — Harhoiu,
Observatii generale 350.

152 Codex Theodosianus VIl 16, 2 (342, 1-11 Mommsen). — Zosimus, Historia nova
IV 35, 1 and IV 38-39, 1-3 (Il/299, 6-15 and 303-305 Paschoud). — Claudian,
IV Cons. 619-637 (II/2 Charlet). — Themistius, Orationes 10 (1 206, 15-24; 207,
1-19; 210, 8-11 Schenkl/Downey).

153 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6171 (359, 5-12 de Boor): oi 8¢ BovAyapot
To0To Beacdpevol émediwkov dmiow adT@V kal TobG MAeloTouG Eidel dveiloy,
moM\obg 8¢ Kal éTpavpdrioayv. Kai Katadiwéavreg adTobg péxpt Tod Aavou-
Biou kal ToUTOV TEPAoAVTEG KAl ENOSVTEG Tl TV Aeyopévny Bapvav mhnaiov
"‘O80ooou kal Tod ékeioe pecoyaiou, TOV TéTOV EwpakdTeG v TOANR dopaeiq
Siakeipevoy, €k piv v 8mobev S1a Tod AavouPiov motapod, Eurpocbev 8¢
Kkal ék mAayiwy Six kK\eloovp@v Kkal Tig MovTikfg Bakdoong. — Nicephorus
Patriarches, Breviarium 36 (90, 17-23 Mango): oi 8¢ Bou\yapot ém8évTeg &me-
Siwkov KapTep®G, kal Booug P&v Tod Aaod katehdpPavov dvijpouy, TAelcToug
8¢ kai érpavpdti{ov. Tepaiwbévteg 8¢ OV YlaTpov Emi AV Aeyouévnv Bapvav
mAnoiov ‘O80coou kal Tod UTepKelpévou pecoyaion, T dYupdY Kal dodalig
ToD TéTOL TAVTOBEY £k TE TOD TOTAPOD Kal Thg dyav Suoywpiag Bsacdpevol
¢vtadBa oknvobol. — John Zonaras, Epitome XIV 21, 18 (Il 227, 18-228,
2 Buttner-Wobst). — Pletnjov, Varna 103-134. — Pletnjov/Rusey, Istorija na
Varna Il 72-90.

154 Novellae XLI (262, 14-21 Scholl). = John Lydus, De magistratibus Il 29, 1-2
(Il 35-36 Schamp). — Gkoutzioukostas/Moniaros, Quaestura lustiniana Ex-
ercitus. — Torbatov, Quaestura lustiniani Exercitus. — Haldon, Warfare 68. —
Barnea, La Danube 581-582.

155 Dimitrov, Varna 57-76. — Pletnjov, Varna 143-181, especially 153. — Accord-
ing to Lazarenko, Numizmati¢ni danni 150-160, who built his hypothesis on
numismatic data, Odessos had already suffered because of Barbarian assaults
during the first half of the 7" century (perhaps in 614), when it may have
been burned down by the Avars.
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Conclusion

Having in mind the data we have analysed and the political
history of the Northern Balkans at the end of the Late Antig-
uity one can see that it was almost impossible for a Byzantine
naval base in the area of the Danube Delta to withstand the
turmoil of the Migration Period starting with the Goths in
the 41 and ending with the Bulgars in the 7t century (to use
BoZilov's words™7), and to remain under imperial control
before John Tzimiskes’ campaign of 971. This assumption
does not mean that the region of the Lower Danube and its
mouth was outside the sphere of interest of Byzantium'8,
The vicinity of Constantinople where one part of the imperial
navy had its base made it easy for the Byzantines to reach
the Delta within a short period of time'>°; moreover, they still
had control over the Black Sea ports in Eastern Thrace such
as Anchialos and Mesembria. Thus, it was not difficult for a
navy to reach the Delta and surprise the northern neighbour,
which, apart from that, obviously lacked any maritime forces
in the Black Sea and was no threat for imperial ships'®. The
strategy to divide the forces of its enemy by sending a fleet
to the North, combined with the Bulgars having concentrated
on building defences on the shore rather than constructing
boats or ships, can explain why the main task of Byzantine
vessels was to transport imperial armed forces (cavalry) or
the troops of its allies in the steppes. The only time when
the Empire had to rely on warships during a campaign in
the North was in 971. However, at that time the main threat
did not come from the Bulgarians but from the Rus’ whose
monoxyla forced Emperor John Tzimiskes to prepare battle-
ships equipped with Greek fire, which laid at anchor in the
Golden Horn and were sent to Dorostolon™'. John Scylitzes

156 Theophanes, Chronographia A.M. 6171 (358, 11-20 de Boor). — Nicephorus
Patriarches, Breviarium 36 (88-90, 1-5 Mango). — John Zonaras, Epitome XIV
21,101 226, 15-17-227, 1-3 Buttner-Wobst).

157 Bozilov, Istorija | 218.

158 Stanescu, Byzance et les Pays roumains 394-395.

159 Bannikov/Morozov, Istorija voennago flota 285-293. — Ahrweiler, Byzance et
la mer 102-107. — According to Dimitroukas, Reisen und Verkehr Il 433-434,
it took the ship bringing Pope Martin | to his exile three weeks to cover the
sea route from Constantinople to Chersonesus. As the scholar remarks, it may
have been the weather at that time of the year (the early spring of 654) that
caused such a long travel. In the Late Middle Ages vessels powered by oars
could reach the Bay of Burgas which lays more or less in the middle of the
way from the Bosporus to the Danube Delta within three days, cf. Todorova,
Istorijata 37 and n. 53.

160 For the maritime activity in Early Medieval Bulgaria, see Rasev, Moreto. —
Oracev, Majstorstvo. — Bozilov, Istorija | 32-33. — Further details basing on
accounts on Slavic monoxyla (dugouts) in Medieval sources can be found in
Strassle, Monoxylon. — Havlikova, Slavic Ships.

161 Leo the Deacon, Historia VIII 1 (129, 14-21 Hase): Tiv yoUv pet’ éumeipiag kal
KG6OpOL TMV TPINP®V elpeciav kal uiNav 6 Baocihedg Beacduevog (¢Toyyxavov
8¢ OmEp Tag Tplakooiag, cuvapa Aépporg Kkai akatiolg, & vov yahéag Kai povépia
Kow®g dvopdlouot), phodpovnodpevds Te ToUG EpETag Kal TO Tepl adTag oTpaTl-
WTIKOV Apyupiov Slavopf, &G TOV “loTpov Ekmépmel, TOV ToUTou TéPOV Pppouvprico-
VTag, Mg P &vov el Toig Tkubag, &G THY oy Tatpida ékmhelv kal OV Kippéptov
Boomopov, elye mpdg duyiv dmokiivolev. — John Scylitzes, Synopsis 295, 7-10
(Thurn): émepehiiOn 8¢ kal Tod oTéhov 1t AéovTog Tob peTd TadiTa TpwToPeoT-
apiov, Spouyyapiov TETE T@V TAWIHWY TUYXAVOVTOG, T& P&V TTaAaId EMoKeLATag,
Kataokevdoag 8¢ kai ENa kawvd kal oTéhov d§iéhoyov Karaotnoduevog. —John
Zonaras, Epitome XVII 2, 16 (Il 527, 7-9 Bittner-Wobst). — For the campaign,
see Busetto, Giovanni Tzimisce e Svjatoslav. — Madgearu, War of 971. — An-
dronic, Romani.
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says that the emperor did not take the risk of attacking the
town without the assistance of the fleet and waited for its
arrival before he began the assault'®2.

Although the Barbarian incursions of the late 6" and
the 7™ century caused an enormous loss of territories in the
Balkans, which slipped away from Byzantine administrative
control, the Empire could easily strike back'®. One of the
reasons why its tactics could lightly change from defensive
to aggressive actions was the imperial navy. It is hard to be-
lieve that the campaign of 680, which is impressive in many
ways, would have been carried out without the assistance
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Summary / Zusammenfassung

The Region of the Danube Delta in the 7t" to 10t cen-
tury and the case of the so-called Lykostomion
Maritime Province

Based on a detailed examination of the written sources, the
presence of the Byzantine fleet in the Danube Delta between
the 7" and 10™ centuries is reconstructed. These findings are
combined with new results from geoarchaeology to gain
a more realistic picture of the real influence of Byzantine
naval power in the region and to contrast this with the of-
ten-contradicting national research traditions in Romania
and Bulgaria.
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Die Region des Donaudeltas vom 7. bis 10. Jahr-
hundert und die sogenannte maritime Provinz
Lykostomion

Auf der Grundlage einer detaillierten Untersuchung der
schriftlichen Quellen wird die Présenz der byzantinischen
Flotte im Donaudelta zwischen dem 7. und 10. Jahrhundert
rekonstruiert. Diese Erkenntnisse werden mit neuen Ergeb-
nissen der Geoarchaologie kombiniert, um ein realistischeres
Bild des tatsachlichen Einflusses der byzantinischen Seemacht
in der Region zu gewinnen und dieses mit den oft wider-
sprichlichen nationalen Forschungstraditionen in Ruménien
und Bulgarien zu kontrastieren.
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