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A culture based upon the printed book, which has prevailed from the Renaissance
until lately, has bequeathed to us — along with its immeasurable riches —
snobberies which ought to be cast aside. We ought to take a fresh look at tradition,
considered not as the inert acceptance of a fossilized corpus of themes and
conventions, but as an organic habit of re-creating what has been received and is
handed on.

Harry Levin in Albert B. Lord. The Singer of Tales. 2nd ed., xxxi





