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As datasets are “born digital” in both field and lab settings, archaeologists need to learn more 
about, and implement, plans for how their information will be 1) stored and cataloged in 
databases for analysis, 2) archived and preserved, and 3) reused by future generations. 
Creating data management plans at the onset of a project, which account for these issues, 
allows datasets to adhere to the FAIR Principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and 
Reusable) in science. Abiding by these principles allows complex archaeological datasets to be 
properly archived and ultimately shared with a broader audience, especially when that 
information is deposited in a trusted repository. In this talk, I discuss these principles and 
provide an example of a complex dataset that meets these guidelines; the Mimbres Pottery 
Images Database. This dataset – archived in the repository tDAR (the Digital Archaeological 
Record) – contains images and data from over 9,000 Mimbres vessels from the American 
Southwest. A newly created tool in tDAR permits users to query the database and view a 
subset of the pottery images with associated metadata. The records returned in a given query 
is partially based on security clearance granted by the Project Investigator. Different levels of 
accessibility protect private collections and culturally sensitive information, while at the same 
time enables sharing the resource with a broader audience; thus, embodying the FAIR 
Principles.  
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