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For both the archaeologist and the native dweller, 
the landscape tells – or rather is – a story. 
It enfolds the lives and times of predecessors who, 
over the generations, have moved around in it 
and played their part in its formation. 
To perceive the landscape is therefore 
to carry out an act of remembrance,
and remembering is not so much 
a matter of calling up an internal image, stored in the mind, 
as of engaging perceptually with an environment 
that is itself pregnant with the past.

Tim Ingold, The Temporality of the Landscape, 1993

I am grateful to the AIAC 2018 Organizing Committee for the invitation to organize and 
edit Panel 2.4, and to edit Panel 2.7 since they both explore multiple facets of economic 
activity in Central and Eastern Mediterranean riverlands and river deltas. My warmest 
thanks to all my colleagues who presented original studies, contributed in thought-
provoking discussions both during and after the conference, and submitted their papers 
and extended summaries timely for publication. 
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