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FOR BOTH THE ARCHAEOLOGIST AND THE NATIVE DWELLER,
THE LANDSCAPE TELLS — OR RATHER IS — A STORY.

IT ENFOLDS THE LIVES AND TIMES OF PREDECESSORS WHO,
OVER THE GENERATIONS, HAVE MOVED AROUND IN IT

AND PLAYED THEIR PART IN ITS FORMATION.

TO PERCEIVE THE LANDSCAPE IS THEREFORE

TO CARRY OUT AN ACT OF REMEMBRANCE,

AND REMEMBERING IS NOT SO MUCH

A MATTER OF CALLING UP AN INTERNAL IMAGE, STORED IN THE MIND,
AS OF ENGAGING PERCEPTUALLY WITH AN ENVIRONMENT
THAT IS ITSELF PREGNANT WITH THE PAST.

Tim INGoLD, THE TEMPORALITY OF THE LANDSCAPE, 1993

I am grateful to the ATAC 2018 Organizing Committee for the invitation to organize and
edit Panel 2.4, and to edit Panel 2.7 since they both explore multiple facets of economic
activity in Central and Eastern Mediterranean riverlands and river deltas. My warmest
thanks to all my colleagues who presented original studies, contributed in thought-
provoking discussions both during and after the conference, and submitted their papers
and extended summaries timely for publication.
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