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Elaine and Martin during excavations at the Late Upper to Late Palaeolithic site of Andernach-
Martinsberg, when dungarees were at the height of fashion, 1982.

Translated into German, “rare” means “bloody” and as we are all aware “bloody” comes with a
lot of possible connotations.

Elaine and Martin probably cursed more than once when they took up the enormous challenge
of dealing with the research at sites such as Génnersdorf, Andernach-Martinsberg, Solutré or
Taforalt — comprising mega-archives indicating new, more effective and sustainable survival strat-
egies since the post-LGM. Each of these archives can occupy you for a lifetime (which is in fact what
we can observe looking at both their scientific careeres) and finding a way through the labyrinth
of evidence requires a lot of discipline to not get lost. Elaine and Martin mastered this task bril-
liantly and trying to summarise all their findings in this context in a few sentences provides us in
turn with a challenge that makes us curse.

Just so you know - it was very “rare” that making a living was easily mastered in the past, as
numerous rules and regulations had to be taken into consideration. Our personal favourite con-
tribution in this instance refers to their “feather in one’s cap” publication where they provide us
with a very black and white perspective on fashion during Magdalenian times (Street and Turner,
2016).
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Elaine in Solutré (France), ca. 1995.
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Elaine at Solutré (France) with another table of horse bones to be analysed, 1995.
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Carrying capacities! Martin excavating Andernach, 1982.
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Elaine and Sabine in Solutré, 1995.
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Martin as usual looking sceptical in the background, Elaine
in the foreground next to Michael Bolus, ca. 1981/82.
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