Preface

“Image, Thought, and the Making of Social Worlds” is the third volume in the new-
ly founded publication series on visual archaeology (FAVis), edited by the Institute
for Archaeological Sciences (IAW) at the University of Freiburg i. Br. It is a collec-
tion of papers originally presented at a conference organized by David Wengrow in
2019 as part of the “Initiative Kleine Ficher Baden-Wiirttemberg”. David Wengrow
conceived the volume during several stays as a visiting professor at the University of
Freiburg, and it sheds new light on how images can be a creative expression of past
cultures in two main ways. Firstly, as image systems in their own right and secondly
as a way of communication with regard to and in conjunction with writing. In this
way, the heuristic value of images as an archaeological source reaches dimensions
that are as fundamental as they are innovative for image studies. In addition, the
Freiburg conference expanded the Freiburg Institute of Archaeological Sciences’ ar-
chaeological approaches beyond the temporal and spatial boundaries of the Ancient
World and repositioned them in the realm of early image and writing systems.

The editors of FAVis wish to thank David Wengrow and all participants of the
Freiburg conference on “Thought, Image, and the Making of Social Worlds”. Special
thanks go to Stephanie Merten, who has once again overseen the careful and diligent
editing of this volume. Finally, we would like to thank the publisher Propylacum in
Heidelberg and Maria Effinger, for including our series in the publisher’s program
and for her continued, valuable support.

Freiburg, December 2021

Ralf von den Hoff
Christoph Huth
on behalf of the editors of FAVis
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