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Table 1. Chronological comparative table of the cultural units of north-eastern Africa and the 
southern Levant during the Early and Middle Holocene periods



Table 2. Percentages of wares at Neolithic sites in Lower Egypt (Caton-Thompson & Gardner, 1934;
Eiwanger, 1984; 1988; 1992; Debono & Mortensen, 1990; Emmitt, 2011)

Fayumian1 Fayumian2 Merimde I Merimde II Merimde III el-Omari3

Burnished dominant? 14.2%4 62.5 % 53% 53.1% 62% /37%

Smoothed n/a n/a 33.7% 46.7% 46.9% 34% / 46%

Rough n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 4% / 17%

Others n/a 7.4%5 3.8% 0.3% n/a n/a

1	 According to G. Caton-Thompson & E. Gardner (1934) most pottery with rough surfaces originally belonged to red-
polished ware. 

2	 The Kom W and Upper K Pits assemblages analysed by J. Emmitt (2011: table 5.14).
3	 Only site A; all bodysherds/without unit 113.
4	 Including “slip and burnished” and “only burnished”
5	 The surface treatment has worn off 68.9% of the studied assemblages; on 9.5% of studied assemblages no traces of any 

surface treatment were identified.

Table 3. Percentages of vessel forms at Neolithic sites in Lower Egypt (Caton-Thompson & Gard-
ner, 1934; Eiwanger, 1984; 1988; 1992; Debono & Mortensen, 1990; Emmitt, 2011)

Fayumian1 Fayumian2 Merimde I Merimde II Merimde III el-Omari

B S B S

Open dominant 15% 43.9% 53.3% 38.6% 51.8% decrease 41%

Closed n/a 13% 42.3% 21.1% 46.15% 31.4% increase 29%

Vertical n/a 9% 7% 13.3% 10.59% 12.5% decrease 30%

Others n/a n/a 6.8% 12.3% 4.66% 4.3% n/a n/a

1	 G. Caton-Thompson & E. Gardner (1934).
2	 On the basis of rim orientations and types in the assemblage from the Kom W and the Upper K Pits studied

by J. Emmitt (2011: table 5.12). In case of 63% of the assemblages an identification was not possible
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