Middle Byzantine Period

After the seventh-century Arab conquests of the south-east-
ern Mediterranean and especially after the capture of Crete
(c. 826-961), Thessaloniki showed a marked demographic
growth, as frightened inhabitants of the islands and the Ae-
gean coast sought refuge in the city. At the same time, peo-
ple from the northern and central Balkans migrated and set-
tled in Thessaloniki and its surroundings, following the Slavic
invasions of the sixth and seventh centuries — Thessaloniki
itself was besieged five times between 597 and 676 — and
especially after the founding of Bulgaria in 681. It has also
been thought that the economic and geopolitical importance
of Thessaloniki increased as a direct consequence of the crea-
tion of the Bulgarian state. The city became a military bulwark
against Bulgaria, as well as the administrative centre of the
Empire and a commercial hub for regional and inter-regional
trade and as a centre for the promulgation of Christian and
Imperial ideology to the Slavs.

Constantinople’s restoration as the centre of Byzan-
tine-Bulgarian trade in the last decade of the ninth century,
seriously affected Thessaloniki’s importance as an admin-
istrative and commercial centre. The situation further de-
teriorated with the outbreak of conflict between the two
rivals in the region of Macedonia, culminating with the sack
of Thessaloniki by the Saracens in the summer of 904 and
the consequent enslavement of its inhabitants. The result-
ing period of population decline lasted until the reign of
Vasileios Il (963-1025). From the middle of the eleventh
century, the Empire was in crisis, endangered by diverse
enemies threatening its security. Thessaloniki itself was be-
sieged by the Bulgarians in 1042. Nevertheless, its economy
appeared to be flourishing, according to the description
of the annual fair of Saint Démétrios by the anonymous
author of the twelfth-century satirical dialogue Timarion.
The demographic increase of Thessaloniki and its region
continued until the mid-fourteenth century'’®. It has even
been estimated that the size of the city in the eleventh or
twelfth centuries reached 150,000'7°. The city was briefly
captured by the Normans in 1185, while the anomalous
political situation at the end of the twelfth century led to

178 Laiou/Morrisson, The Byzantine Economy 90, 93 with bibliography.

179 Treadgold, A History 702.

180 Konstantakopoulou, Vyzantiné Thessaloniké 81-94. — For a general overview
on Macedonian History of this period, see the works of Christophilopoulou,
Politiké istoria 250-257. — Eadem, Politikes exelixeis 258-2663. — Ahrweiler,
Politiké Istoria 272-279. — Karagiannopoulos, Politiké Istoria 279-288. — Theo-

the fall of Constantinople and, a little later, of Thessaloniki
to the Crusaders. Thessaloniki then became the capital of
the Montferrat Crusader state, the Kingdom of Thessalonica,
for the next twenty years, before being captured in 1224
by Theodore Komnenos Doukas, ruler of the Despotate of
Epirus. Doukas then used it as his capital. Finally, in 1246, it
became part of the Empire of Nicaea.

All this and the consequent fluctuations that resulted,
necessarily affected the commercial life of Thessaloniki and
can be considered in different ways in connection with the
professional and artisanal activity in the city. This is especially
apparent when the archaeological findings are examined in
comparison with the historical texts that refer to the adminis-
trative and economic position of Thessaloniki in the Byzantine
Empire, especially in the Balkan peninsula, during the Middle
Byzantine period €.

Urban Planning

Urban planning seems to have been neglected, if not
actually non-existent, in Byzantium during the Middle and
Late Byzantine periods. In the case of Thessaloniki, as in other
ancient cities with a continuous existence, what defines them
is the degree of preservation of the ancient structures that
originally shaped them. What is generally to be noted is the
abandonment of planning on a predefined geometrical lay-
out. Organised building is only observed in the constructing
and maintenance of fortifications'®".

Byzantine Thessaloniki, according to the picture presented
by the archaeological excavations, preserved its Roman urban
grid with twenty-four quarters (insulae) on an east-west axis
and eight running north-south 2. On the seaboard side and
especially towards the port, the rectangular Hippodameian
system was not applied. On the contrary, streets follow the
coastline. In the northern, mountainous part of the city,
where the Hippodameian system was never applied, no reg-
ularity in the setting of the streets is observed. The influx
of large numbers of refugees and new-comers caused, at
least temporarily, a shortage of available houses and lodging
places and resulted in using places such as the public baths

charidés, Istoria Makedonias 41-95. — Stavridou-Zaphraka, Vyzantiné Thessa-
loniké 114-135. — Vakalopoulos, Istoria Thessalonikés 102-185.

181 Bouras, Poleodomika passim and esp. 89.

182 Marké, Sostikes anaskaphes 208, with references to a plethora of salvage
excavations that support this view.
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as emergency shelter3, There was, though, still space for
gardens within the city walls, probably in the grounds of
houses, or even in the areas close to the walls, which were
probably not built upon 8. The lower part of the city appears
to have been densely populated, while the upper part, prob-
ably somewhere below modern Olympiados Street, where
large cisterns for the redistribution of the water are found'®>,
had few buildings and was mostly occupied by monasteries.

In the Early Christian period, large urban villas had been
built north of the complex of Hagios Démeétrios, between
Kassandros and Olympiados streets, within the framework of
the Hippodameian grid. It appears that these now underwent
major alterations. After being earlier subdivided into smaller
properties, some of them were now abandoned, whilst some
others were converted into monasteries and the entire area
remained sparsely populated'®. The perimeter of the lower
city was occupied by poorer neighbourhoods and ruined
complexes'®. The excavations conducted in the city show
that building activity in this period was mainly the remodel-
ling and subdividing of Early Christian buildings with only the
occasional construction of new ones. The spacious rooms of
Early Christian houses were subdivided into separate apart-
ments. In some instances even the original central atrium was
converted into living quarters. These new houses, sometimes
on two stories, together comprised a residential complex with
a central court (adAai) '88.

183 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 90. — Bakirtzés, Agiou Démétriou
Thaumata 2:3 §224: »mpoomievodvtwy évOade mieioTwy émAbSwv« [and
many foreigners had put ashore here]; §226: »ol évradfa mpoomAéovTeg«
[those who put ashore here]; 1:14 §143: »ToMobG adTGOV TPOTPOTAig Te Kal
Omooyéoeot melBev Tf TONEl TPOOKWPET, MG pepecT@OBal T& pf xpnpatifovra
Snuéota Balaveia T@V ¢k TG BapPapikiig TANBOOG peTaxwpPoOVTWY, KavTEDDEY
mAeloTNV TOTG Tfg TOAewS Xappoviy kal Bdpoog gyyiyvesbai« [through incite-
ments and promises, they persuaded many of them to come over to the city,
with the result that the public baths which had fallen into disuse were filled
with a great number of barbarians who moved in, which fact filled the city’s
citizens with courage and joy]. — On the gradual decline of baths from the
fourth century onwards, their falling out of use and their occasional use as
private dwellings and workshops, see Sarandi, The Byzantine City 341-343.

184 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 92. — Bakirtzés, Agiou Démétriou
Thaumata 2:4 §252: »#v toig &vov Tfig TéAews kjTog« [in the gardens inside
the city].

185 Marké, Sostikes anaskaphes 281, with older bibliography. — The Roman in-
frastructure of Thessaloniki’s water supply system from Mountain Chortiatés
was improved and augmented in the Middle Byzantine period and operated
without interruption until 1970. An underground pipe and waterbridge sup-
plied water to the Acropolis at the north of the city. From there, through a
many number of bifurcations, it was distributed to the baths and the water
reservoirs of the city. One of the most important cisterns was quite probably
the one in the precinct of the Vlatadon monastery, Mandledakés/Androudeés,
To systéma ydromasteustés 285-292 esp. 290. — Akrivopoulou, Ydatogephyra
Chortiaté.

186 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 105. — Caminiatae, De expugna-
tione §5.2: »To pgv adTig medidotpov givat kal Taig peiaig TMY voIkouvTwy
KatdAAnlov, T6 8¢ Toig Bouvoig Kal Taig TV dpkv AkpdTnoty dvateiveabat« [One
part of it is flat and suitable for the inhabitants’ needs, while the other rises
up towards the mountains and their peaks]. — A monastery operating in this
period in Thessaloniki’s upper town is Latomou, see Janin, Les églises et les
monastéres 392-394. — Also Karydas, Anaskaphes Agias Sophias kai Gyzé
342-344. Karydas, Vyzantiné moné stén odo Théseds 152-154 pl. 6; Karydas,
Anaskaphes Glaukou 249-255.

187 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 105. — For a detailed description,
see Saint Theodora, Life 850.1-14, where a young Theod6ros was pos-
sessed by the Devil (peipakiddeot Taidiaig [....] &v Tivi TV Tfg TéAeWS PopuTdY
drtwyv kal Tfide kakeioe pepdpevog iEedwy Te kal Tayidag oTpoubios Tf Yi
kpuPnSdV EvTBeig, Tob TovnPod cuvehidOn Tayaug [...] péyav kTomov v Taig
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Public areas, such as squares, agoras and street porticoes,
were gradually encroached upon by private individuals — even
the streets were partly occupied — creating a warren of nar-
row streets'®. Shops lined the streets or were found in pri-
vate courtyards (avhai), in contrast to the public nature of the
space of the Ancient Agora. The main street (Le6phoros) was
lined on both sides with workshops™®, just like the mesé in
Constantinople. Furthermore, porticoes (also known as emvo-
loi), just like fora, were used by a variety of trades. They lined
the streets of Constantinople and many other cities and often
incorporated commercial premises behind the colonnades ™.

Infrastructure

Water and sewage pipes, water reservoirs and wells have
been found in almost every salvage excavation, showing
the constant use of this essential urban infrastructure?.
In the eighth century, due to the damage caused by ear-
lier earthquakes, mainly, if not exclusively, repairs of public
buildings were undertaken. The vestibule of the Octagonal
throne room in Galerius’ palace and the cryptoporticus in the
southern part of the Agora after the earthquakes of 620-630
were converted into large cisterns, apparently as part of the
city's preparations to improve its ability to withstand pro-
tracted sieges'®. The construction of new water reservoirs,
in addition to the ones that already existed, give an indirect
indication of the thriving population of the city at this time.

gxel Minotalovoaig kapdpaig Torjoag) [running impetuously in outdoor chil-
dren’s games in one of the city’s dumps, wandering here and there, chas-
ing birds with a limestick and setting traps in the ground for sparrows, he
was caught in the traps of Evil [the Devil] raising a great racket among the
nearby arches]. — On a stylite, who lived in the western end of the city, see
Saint Grégoire le Décapolite 60.8-11, and Kaltsogianné/Kotzampassé/Para-
skeuopoulou, E Thessaloniké sté Vyzantiné logotechnia 104, with further
bibliography.

188 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 106, with relevant examples of
houses found in the Dioikétériou Square. — Karydas, Palaiochristianikes oikies
I 141. — Marké, Sostikes anaskaphes 215.

189 On the finds proving that the Ledphoros was partly occupied, as was the mar-
ble-paved plaza east of the junction of the modern Venizelou Street, as well
as on the major rising of the street and its transformation into a gravel-paved
street at some point in the tenth century, see Makropoulou/Koénstantinidou,
METRO Thessalonikés — Stathmos Venizelou.

190 Caminiatae, De expugnatione §9.6: »Aswddpouv yap Snuociag Tig TpdG
&vatoAiv ayodong amd Tijg Suoewg Sia péoou TiHoSe Ywpolong Tfg TONews kal
avaykaiwg meilfodong Todg mapodevovtag mPodg NHAS évalaTpiPerv kal T& TpdG
TV xpeiav TopilecBa, Tav 6TIOOV v €lTToL TIG TMV KOGV &6 aTMY ékapTolpedd
Te kal TpooekTwpeba« [the main street ran from west to east through the
city’s centre, and encouraged travelers to stay in our city and lay in all nec-
essary supplies. We benefited from them, and acquired all the goods one
could name.]. Also, Makropoulou/Konstantinidou, METRO Thessalonikés —
Stathmos Venizelou.

191 Mundell Mango, The Commercial Map of Constantinople 192, with further
bibliography. On the rights and obligations of the owners of the stores and
workshops in relation to the colonnades see also Sarandi, The Byzantine City
195-196.

192 The information preserved by Kaminiates regarding a sewage system in the
city is of importance, see Caminiatae, De expugnatione §57.7. — The finds of
the metro excavations in the area of Ledphoros (junction of modern Venizelou
Street and Agias Sophias Street) are enlightening regarding the preservation
and use of Roman and Early Christian sewers until the Ottoman period: Dr De-
spoina Makropoulou and Mrs Krino Konstantinidou, personal communication.
Also, see Makropoulou/Konstantinidou, METRO Thessalonikés — Stathmos
Venizelou.

193 On the octagonon (the octagonal throne room), see Spieser, Thessalonique
110-116. — Vitti, Poleodomiké exelixé 210-213. — On the cryptoporticus see
Bakirtzés, Agora tés Thessalonikés 5-19.



The ninth century saw the repair of several older mon-
uments and the city walls'4. Inscriptions on the walls also
attest to their repair in the twelfth century in parts connected
with the acropolis'®. There is also direct reference in the
written sources to old quarries that once operated within the
city walls, at its northern, rocky part™s.

Fortifications and Port

It is probable that the acropolis was constructed as part
of a tenth-century fortification programme. Probably in the
same period, a second sea wall, seen only in excavations, was
built south of the existing seaward fortifications. New curtain
walls were built outside the old wall bordering the shoreline,
so that the city was only accessible from the south to ship-
ping'’. The Constantinian port continued to be the main
commercial port of the city at that time '8, but it was also the
naval port and for that reason it was fortified by walls and
towers. The sources also note the presence of state granaries
(peia)'® and customs around the port. Other ports in the
city, apparently of lesser importance, were also mentioned
in the sources: the ekklésiastiké skala (éxkAnolaoTiki okd\a),
probably at the south-east end of the city, connected to the
Galerian palace?®, and the kellarion (keN\daptov), in one of the
coves to the east of the city?°'.

Churches

Large Early Christian churches (the Rotonda, the Hagios
Démétrios, and the Acheiropoiétos) were renovated and re-
paired in this period?®?, while the Hagia Sophia was con-
structed anew, becoming the largest new edifice in the

194  Kourkoutidou-Nikolaidou/Tourta, Peripatoi 20-21. — Curci¢, Architecture in
the Balkans 278.

195 Oikonomides, La tour 33-36. — Cur¢i¢, Architecture in the Balkans 370.

196 In his account of Latomou Monastery in Thessaloniki, Ignatios, the abbot of
Akapniou monastery, mentions old stone quarries inside the city: »mepi t&
BopetdTepd mou kal AvwdepéoTepa pépn TG TONewS, & 8 Aatdpia gyywpiwg
Svopdlovray, Sttt T Toug AiBoug ékeiBev (ofuar) Aatopeicbal Tobg xpnoipoug &ig
oikoSopdg«. [somewhere in the northern and higher parts of the city, which
are called by the locals Latomia [quarries], because they quarried building
stone from there]. — For the text and some recent comments on the passage,
see Kaltsogianné/Kotzampassé/Paraskeuopoulou, E Thessaloniké sté Vyzan-
tiné logotechnia 133-135.

197 Bakirtzés, Thalassia ochyrosé 316-318. — Velenés, Ta teiché 133. — Bakirtzis,
Urban Continuity 39-42.

198 Bakirtzés, Thalassia ochyrosé 315-320. — Odorico, Vyzantino limani 121-141.
— For finds from the plots 18 Moskoph Street and 3 Danaiddon Street, see
Marké/Chatzéidannidés, Phrangdn 28, 273-274.

199 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 94-95. — Bakirtzés, Agiou Démétriou
Thaumata 2:4 §244: »&vrtog év Toig évBaSe Snuoaiolg wpeiolg oitou.« — Cat.
Thessaloniki 2002, 9.

200 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 95. — Bakirtzés, Thalassia ochyrdsé
320-321. - Spieser, Note sur la chronologie 34, assumes that the ekk/ésiastiké
skala would have been inside Thessaloniki’s main harbour.

201 Bakirtzés, Agiou Démétriou Thaumata 2:1 §186: »elg Tov mpdG Svotv
£KKANOIAOTIKFG oKANaG Topyov, Evba kal mapamdhoy Omdpyet« [at the western
tower of the ekklésiastiké skala (literally »ecclesiastical ladder« or »staircase«),
where there is a small side gate]; 2:1 §182: »&ig TémoV KOATWSN dppicewg TIvog
Omapyovong, o &mikAnBiv ék Tév &pyaiwv keXaprov« [in a cove located there,
that was called »kellarion« by the ancients]. — Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and
Autarchy 95. — Bakirtzés, Thalassia ochyrosé 321-322, placing it at Karampour-
naki. — Toska et al., Synkrotéma 426, place it in the bay to the east of the White
Tower.

202 Velenés, Mesovyzantiné naodomia passim. — Curci¢, Architecture in the Bal-
kans 277-280. — On the Rotonda: Moutsopoulos, Palaiochristianiké phasé

Balkans during the seventh century?®. The large octagonal
church in the western part of the city was destroyed and in its
place, probably at a later date, a monastery was founded?%.
Among the surviving churches of this period is the Church of
the Mother of God, approximately in the middle of the Via
Regia, which was built in 1028 under Protospatharios Chris-
tophoros, the Katepano of Longobardia, and his family. It is
known today as the Panagia Chalkedn?%.

Monasteries

Many monasteries existed inside the city during the Middle
Byzantine period, probably due to the impetus of monasti-
cism after the Iconoclasm. They were incorporated into the
urban grid and unlike the Early Christian churches they do
not represent significant landmarks. The founding of larger
numbers of monasteries in Thessaloniki took place in a dif-
ferent period to that of Constantinople. Foundations flour-
ished from the late eighth century to the middle of the tenth
century, again in the twelfth century, and particularly in the
Palaeologan period, especially during the early fourteenth
century up until the conquest of the city by the Turks in
1430%%¢. Among the convents we might mention those of
Hagios Loukas, Hagios Stephanos (where Saint Theodora
lived as a nun??’) and Vasilikon?°® and of the monasteries,
the Akapniou?®?, Philokalou?', and the Prodromou founded
by Emperor Constantine VIl in 9462, According to written
sources, in Middle and Late Byzantine Thessaloniki, 83 per
cent were male insitiutions and 17 per cent were female — a
ratio similar to that seen in Constantinople and far higher
than that of the provinces?'2.

Rotondas 355-375. — Theocharidou, Rotonta Thessalonikés 57-75. — Velenés,
Mesovyzantiné naodomia 51-62. — Curci¢, Architecture in the Balkans 279.
— On the wall painting of the Ascension, see Xyngopoulos, Toichographia
Analépseds 32-53. — On Hagios Démétrios: On the stairs of the south-eastern
entrance to the church a small chapel, dedicated to Saint Euthymios, was built
in the late ninth-tenth century, see Cur¢i¢, Architecture in the Balkans 279
and Velenés, Mesovyzantiné naodomia 8-16, 20. — On the Acheiropoiétos
Basilica: Raptés, Paratéréseis 220. — Curci¢, Architecture in the Balkans 279. —
Velenés, Mesovyzantiné naodomia 19-24, 37-51.

203 Theocharidou, Architektoniké nadn Agias Sophias 196-197. — Bakirtzés,
Neoteres paratéréseis 167-180. — Velenés, Chronologésé Agias Sophias 72-
81. — For a dating in the middle of the eighth century Velenés, Mesovyzan-
tiné naodomia 62-94. — On the late-ninth century mosaics of the Ascension,
see Pelekanidis, | mosaici 337-349 and Kourkoutidou-Nikolaidou/Mau-
ropoulou-Tsioumé/Bakirtzés, Pséphidota Thessalonikés 238-295 esp. 290-
294,

204 Cat. Thessaloniki 2001, 7. — Marké, Enas oktagonikos naos 117-133.

205 Euangelidés, Panagia Chalkedn. — Velenés, Vyzantiné architektoniké Thes-
salonikés 1-14. — Velenés, Mesovyzantiné naodomia 16-19, 26-33, 94-97.
— Cur¢i¢, Architecture in the Balkans 371-373.

206 Varinlioglu, Urban Monasteries 197.

207 Saint Theodora, Life §43.2-3: »ouvihBe ob Bpayie povalovoiv &piBuodg ék Tdv
yerrvialévtwy povaotnpiwv« [many nuns from the neighbouring nunneries
were gathered]; §60.7: »&ig 1o éauTiig bTéoTpeyev povaoTriplov« [she returned
to her (own) nunnery]. — Cat. Thessaloniki 2001, 8. — Bakirtzés, Moné Agias
Theodoras 587-588.

208 Magdalino/Darrouzes, Some Additions and Corrections 277-279 on Baci\ikdv
nunnery.

209 Janin, Les églises et les monasteres 347-349.

210 Theocharidés, Sémantiké moné 319-348.

211 Theocharidés, Mégalé moné 1-26, especially on its founding 6-7. — Eu-
angelidés, Eikonomachika mnémeia 341-351. — Curci¢, Architecture in the
Balkans 279-280.

212 Varinlioglu, Urban Monasteries 192.
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As to the general distribution of monastic establishments
in Thessaloniki, the following can be noted. The location of
approximately a quarter of all monasteries (23.47 per cent)
known through written sources remains unknown. More
than 57 per cent of the remaining monasteries were located
along the inland walls — especially towards the eastern walls —
and 33 per cent in the higher regions of the city. They were
quite accessible: 40 per cent of them were in close proximity
to a major road, a logical arrangement if one takes into
consideration their character as centres of social provision.
Furthermore, 27 per cent were in the city centre, indicat-
ing the availability of land here, as well as the monasteries’
integration into the city’s civic centre?'3, More specifically,
some of the information preserved in the sources notes that
in the north-western part of the city someone converted his
property into a monastery dedicated to Saint Mark?2'. Also,
in the northern part of the city, close to the small Aproitoi
Gate (Mapamdptiov Tév Ampoitwy), the Monastery of Saints
Theodore and Mercurios — known also as the Monastery of
Koukouliates — is mentioned, among others, in the eighth
century. At some time this was relocated to the north in the
area of the quarries, i. e. Latomeia (Aatopeia), near the chapel
(edkTrprov) of Saint Zacharias, which is known even today as
the Latomou Monastery?'.

Residences and Residential Areas

The large late-antique houses that were built in the upper
part of the lower city and the lower part of the upper city,
i.e. north of modern Kassandrou Street, were subdivided
into smaller properties or converted into monasteries and
as such they continued to cover an entire insula as a single
complex?2'®. Thessaloniki was organised in quarters, typically
around a church which gave its name to the neighbour-
hood. The sources mention the neighbourhoods (yerroviar)
of Hagios Ménas, Kataphygé, Acheiropoiétos, Hagia Pela-

213 Varinlioglu, Urban Monasteries 190-191.

214 Saint Grégoire le Décapolite 60.8-11. — For the text and some recent com-
ments on the passage, see Kaltsogianné/Kotzampassé/Paraskeuopoulou, E
Thessaloniké sté Vyzantiné logotechnia 103.

215 As was mentioned in the vita of Hosios David, see Kaltsogianné/Kotzam-
passé/Paraskeuopoulou, E Thessaloniké sté Vyzantiné logotechnia 98-101,
with comments on the text and relevant bibliography.

216 On the disintegration of the rich houses in Byzantium from the fourth to
the late sixth centuries in general, see Sarandi, The Byzantine City 168-173,
454-454, for their use as chapels or monasteries see p. 172 with further
bibliography. — Especially on Thessaloniki, see Karydas, Vyzantiné moné stén
odo Théseds 161 fig. 6. — Karydas, Anaskaphes Glaukou 249-250. — Bakirtzis,
Urban Continuity 61, with further bibliography, proving that there was indeed
no dense habitation during the Middle and Late Byzantine periods in the
upper city and on the outskirts of the city.

217 On the increasing importance of the churches in the cities, their proliferation
and their distribution pattern, see Sarandi, The Byzantine City 384-426. - On
the fact that streets or quarters were named after the Early Christian church,
see Sarandi, The Byzantine City 422-423, with bibliography. Especially for
Thessaloniki see infra nt. 386.

218 Moutsopoulos, Evraikes synoikies 1-41.

219 Eustathius, Opuscula 344 epistula N3 . — Starr, The Jews 237 text 184. —
Moutsopoulos, Evraikes synoikies 21: »Em{ Tvwv mpd épod Tod dypeiwTdTou
Ayiwv apytepéwv Tapexwpridnoav ERpaiot matuvBivar. ...Kai Gknoav of pév év
¢permoToTriolg XPIoTIaVIKOIG, AvolkioBeioty O adTGV- of 8% kal év oikfjpacty, &v
olg dkouv XploTiavol: (v olknudTwy Tivat kal Belolg eikoviopaoty fyAailovto kal
2pdMovto« [During the bishoprics of some of the holy prelates who came
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gia, Asdmatoi, Hagios Paramonos, Chrysé, Omphalos, and
Hippodromos?". It is known that Jews lived near the port
in the Vrochthoi (BpdyxBwv) quarter, near the market in the
Rogoz (or Rogos) quarter, and probably west of the Panagia
Chalkedn in the Omphalos quarter?'®. Eustathios of Thes-
salonica also mentions in a letter to the Constantinopolitan
Patriarch in the twelfth century that before his bishophric
some of the Jews had moved into Christian plots, rebuilding
ruined dwellings or even inhabiting Christian bulidings, some
of which were decorated with Christian religious pictures?'®.

Public Buildings

The only surviving secular public building of this time is the
bath on Theotokopoulou Street, which has been dated to the
eleventh century??°. From indirect references in the sources it
can be assumed that there was a palace, an episcopical resi-
dency and the private residences of high officials serving in the
city??'. There is evidence of teachers in the city from the fourth
century when Eutychios the Teacher (EdtUxioq Aidokalog)
lived, known from his funerary inscription, which has survived
up to the modern period??2. The presence of schools, though,
is not evident until the ninth century when Saint Gregory De-
capolite referred to a student of such a school??3.

Cemeteries

The Byzantine period saw an important change in the
cityscape with the development of smaller cemeteries within
the city. After the seventh century we see these appear-
ing throughout the city, but particularly around or within
churches and in large open areas, such as the Ancient Agora.
Here we mostly see the use of simple pit graves and only
rarely examples of narrow barrel-vaulted tombs??,

The otherwise obscure picture of the professional, arti-
sanal and ultimately commercial side of Middle Byzantine
Thessaloniki?? is illuminated with great clarity by John Kamin-

before my worthless self, Jews were granted rights to expand (their area of
residence). Some rebuilt in Christian ruins, and others in buildings where
Christians lived. And some of these buildings were embellished with holy
icons and were celebrated].

220 Trypsiané-Omérou, Vyzantino loutro 587-599. — Trypsiani-Omirou, Byzan-
tine Bath, Thessaloniki 314-317. — On an Early Christian bath connected to
Acheiropoiétos, see cat.no. 86. — On the baths in general see Sarandi, The
Byzantine City 325-342. — On the baths in Thessaloniki see Vitti, Poleodomiké
exelixé 151, 194-197, 202-203, 241-243.

221 Rautman, Observations on the Byzantine Palaces of Thessaloniki 297-298,
refers, among others, to Kaminiates, who was a cleric and kouvouklesios in
the Imperial palace in 904; and to a reference of Eustathios to an Imperial
precinct &g Kopvnvod in 1185.

222 Tsigaridas/Loverdou-Tsigarida, Katalogos no. 8. — Feissel, Recueil des inscrip-
tions 123.

223 Saint Grégoire le Décapolite §62.5-6: »véw 8¢ Tvi &v Tfj TV Taidwv oYM
BiarpiBovTi povaydg Tig Gpeihe xpuaiov vépiopa v« [a monk owed a gold coin
to a young man who was studying in the boys’ school].

224 For a concise presentation on relics and Christian burial sites and on the graves’
import in the cities, see Sarandi, The Byzantine City 433-439, 459-460, with
further bibliography. — Kanonidés, Vyzantino koimétério plateias Dioikétériou
523-530. — Kanonidés, Nedtera stoicheia apo tis anaskaphes tou 1998, 183-
194. — Kanonidés, Taphes entos ton teichon tés Thessalonikés 207-218.

225 Konstantakopoulou, Vyzantiné Thessaloniké 81-94, with all relevant bibliogra-
phy; also raises the question whether that part of the text with the description
of the city belongs to the original core of the text, or whether it is a Late
Byzantine addition.



iates (or Caminiates), who described it as a dynamic and pop-
ulous metropolis in his work On the Capture of Thessalonica,
concerning the Saracen conquest in 904. He noted the central
role of the city’s busy main street, the Via Regia, or as it was
then known, the Aswddpog (Ledphoros). The shops along the
leéphoros were filled with different types of goods, namely
woollen and silk textiles, gold and silver jewellery (some of
them embellished with many precious stones), bronze, iron,
tin and lead metalworks, and glassware??®. Although no di-
rect reference to whether these goods were local products
or not is given, it is likely that many of them were locally
produced and that only some were imported??’. The premises
on the Ledphoros operated as both workshops and sales out-
lets. They were only recently discovered — on today’s Egnatia
Street — and excavated to reveal how small and closely packed
they were, as well as some of the items they produced, such
as jewellery and their moulds??8.

There was an abundance of agricultural products and live-
stock from the surrounding plains, fish from nearby lakes and
rivers, and a thriving port??°. The economy of Thessaloniki
has always been based on a combination of agriculture and
trade, on the products of its hinterland and on the products
of its artisans, and the imports traded by its merchants?3.
In the city centre, according to both written sources and ar-

226 Caminiatae, De expugnatione §9.6-9: »\ewddpouv yap dSnuoaciag Tig TP
AvaTOARY dyolong &md Tijg S0oewg Sidt péoou THode Ywpouong Tfg TEAews Kal
avaykaiwg melovong Toug mapodedovtag TpdG AUES valaTpiBev kal Té Tpdg
TV xpeiav TopilecBar, Tév 6TIOOV 8V £iTol TIg T@VY KAAGDV £§ adTGV ékapTovuedd
Te kal mpooekTWpeda. EvOev Kal Taputyrig TG EXAog el TEPIETTOIKEL TAG AyLIAG
TOV Te aUTOXOEVWV Kall TOV AW ETEEVOLPEVWY, (G EVXEPETTEPOV Elval YApHOV
mapd oy §apiBpeiv fj Tobg THY dyopav SloSevovTag Kal T@Y cUVANAYHETWY
moloupévoug ThHY péBodov. évtelbev ypuaiou kal dpyupiou Kai AiBwv Tipiwv
TapmAnbeig Onoavpol Toi ToMoig éyivovTo, Kal Td &k Znpdv dpdopata WG Ta
2€ 2piwv Toig NNoIG &mivednTo. Tepl yap T@V ENwv OADY, YahkoD Kkal o18rjpou
KAoOITEPOL Te Kal HOAOPBSou kal VéNov, oig ai S mupdg Téxvar ToV Biov
GuvéxoUat, Kal pvnabijval pévov mapéAkov fyodpal, TocoiTwy SvTwy Mg GV
Tva StvacBau mév 8t’ adTdv Sopeicbai Te kai dmapTilesBai« [the main street
ran from west to east through the city’s centre, and encouraged travellers to
stay in our city and lay in all necessary supplies. We benefited from them, and
acquired all the goods one could name. There was a mixed crowd of locals
and foreigners that continuously frequented the streets. It was easier to count
the grains of sand on the beach than (the numbers of) those crossing the
marketplace and engaging in commerce. From this (commerce), there were
created for most of them countless treasures of gold, silver, and precious
stones, and they wore silk garments the way others wore woollen ones. |
think it is superfluous to speak of other materials — copper, iron, tin, lead,
and glass — through which the professions that employ fire sustain our lives.
There were so many of these materials that one could have employed them
to build and equip a new city].

227 On the artisanal production of Thessaloniki and the trade during the ninth and
tenth centuries, especially, see comments by Nasledova, Remeslo i torgovija
61-84. — Also, see Kdnstantakopoulou, Vyzantiné Thessaloniké 56-58. — Ba-
kirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 110-111.

228 Makropoulou et al., METRO kata to 2011; Makropoulou, To ergo (cat.no. 59).

229 Lefort, The Rural Economy 253-254, for discussion of information regarding
the market-gardening suburbs of Thessaloniki, mainly to the west and south-
east of the city and their products in Middle and Late Byzantine periods. — Also
Laiou, The Agrarian Economy 358-359, for a mid-fifteenth-century case be-
tween Ivéron monastery and the Argyropouloi family that involves a vegetable
garden (knmotepiBdAiov) just outside the city. — Caminiatae, De expugnatione
§5.6-15. — For a Greek translation with comments, see Kameniatis, Stén Alosé
571.

230 Laiou, Thessaloniké, & endochora kai o oikonomikos chéoros 183. — On large
tracts of land, entire villages and water mills that were the property of the
church of Thessaloniki in the surrounding areas, see Theodoridés, To ktéma-
tologio passim.

chaeological finds, were many ergasteria (retail shops and/or
workshops)?'. These often extended their space onto the
covered pavements or porticoes (Eupolot)?3?, or were occa-
sionally concentrated in courtyards (adhai). Each one of the
courtyards formed a small economic unit, additionally often
comprising houses and other buildings as well?*3. At least in
one case, a courtyard was used exclusively for commercial
and non-residential purposes?**. Kilns have been recently
found to the east of the waterfront, beside the sea wall, and
near the port?3>.

The Le6phoros was lined on both sides with workshops?3,
just like the Mesé (Méon) in Constantinople. It is well known
that porticoes (or emboloi), just like fora, were used by a
variety of trades and lined the streets of Constantinople and
many other cities. In addition, commercial premises were of-
ten found behind these porticoes??”. These workshops cannot
be easily distinguished from other shops, since both manu-
facturing and retail activities took place in them. They were
located among dwelling houses, giving the impression that
no consideration was shown to the sort of disturbance they
would cause to the local inhabitants238,

Apart from those artisanal activities that, due to their na-
ture, are untraceable archaeologically, remains of workshops
of all kinds of trades and professions from this period have

231 e.g.cat.no. 98. - The fact that the term ergastérion (¢pyactripiov, workshop)
was used irrespectively for all shops, offers an indirect hint that in the majority
of the shops goods were not simply sold, but also, at least partly, manufac-
tured. For the term ¢pyaoTripiov, see Koukoules, Vios kai politismos, B1, 235-
236. — Kazhdan, Ergasterion 726. — Also, Dagron, The Urban Economy 396,
422-423.

232 Koukoules, Eustathiou laographika 385. — Koukoules, Odoi kai emvoloi 3-27.

233 On these courtyards and their topography in general, see Dagron, The Urban
Economy 422 nt. 158, and Bouras, Aspects of the Byzantine City 515-520,
both with further bibliography. — For two examples in fourteenth-century
Thessaloniki where the term aulé (aoAy) is used in legal documents to indicate
the entire complex of buildings and the courtyard, see Zivojinovi¢, The Houses
472.

234 On the presence and the density of ergastéria in the area of kataphygé
(katapuyh) witness a document issued in 1117, preserved in the archives of
Mount Athos, where can be seen that in one complex the monastery owned
seven, two-storied ergastéria. See Oikonomidés, Docheiariou 233. The com-
plex presented a kind of a shopping centre or mall, consisting of non-residen-
tial workshops, according to Papagianné, Morphes oikodomén 24-25, 35-40.

235 At least two, double-roomed workshops with kilns and wells, dated to
sometime between the mid-seventh and twelfth centuries, have been found
(cat.nos 3, 67). One of them was secondarily used as a lime kiln. Tsimpi-
dou-Avlonité/Lykidou/Euthymoglou Nea stoicheia. — On the sea walls and
their relocation towards the sea, see Bakirtzés, Thalassia ochyrdsé passim esp.
329. - Velenés, Ta teiché 132-133. — Further to the east, closer to the port and
adjoining the sea walls, at 18 Moskoph Street (cat. no. 22), Middle Byzantine
circular kilns (identified as pottery kilns) have also been located, see Cat. Thes-
saloniki 2002, 14-15. — Furthermore, at 59 Leophoros Nikés a modern period
pottery kiln has been excavated (cat.no. 38).

236 Caminiatae, De expugnatione §9.6: »Aswddpou yap Snuooiag Tig TpdG
Avatoliv dyouang amd Tfg Suoewg S1d péoou TiHode xwpovong Tfg TONewS Kal
avaykaiwg melovong Tobg Tapodebovrtag TPdG HUAG valaTpiBev kal Ta TPdg
TV xpeiav TopilecBal, Tév 6TIOOV 8V €iTTOL TIG TMVY KAAGV £§ aTMY ékapToiuedd
Te kol mpooekTwpeda.« [the main street ran from west to east through the
city’s centre, and encouraged travellers to stay in our city and lay in all nec-
essary supplies. We benefited from them, and acquired all the goods one
could name]. — Also, Makropoulou/Konstantinidou, METRO Thessalonikés —
Stathmos Venizelou.

237 Mundell Mango, The Commercial Map of Constantinople 192, with further
bibliography. — On the rights of the owners of the stores and workshops in
relation to the colonnades, see also Sarandi, The Byzantine City 195-196.

238 Mundell Mango, The Commercial Map of Constantinople 192, with further
bibliography.
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been located in excavations both outside and within the city
walls. We find them in residential quarters, close to large
churches, near the sea walls in the centre and around the
port. Potteries and brickyards have been found to the east,
outside the walls, but also in the city, in the thinly populated
north-western part, as well as on the Ledphoros in the elev-
enth century, and the west end of the city in the area of the
port. Glassworkers operated in central areas close to the
Hagia Sophia, as well as in the densely populated western
part of the centre. Metal workshops have been found in sev-
eral sites along the Ledphoros, along other main streets, close
to the port and near the west walls. A coppersmiths’ market,
the Chalkeutiké Stoa (XahkeuTiki) Xtod), is known to have
existed on the Leéphoros, west of the Ancient Agora. Finally,
noisome and aggravating for the local inhabitants, dyeworks
have been found north of the Hagia Sophia and south of the
Ledphoros, as well as further north, to the west of the Hagios
Démeétrios — both densely populated residential areas.
Kaminiates mentioned a market, which he described as
the heart of the economic life of the city. According to Bakirt-
zis, this can probably be connected with the Megalophoros
and the area of the Ancient Agora?*°. Also, the coppersmiths’
market, Chalkeutiké Stoa, where copper vessels and utensils
were made, it is known, from the Passio Altera of Saint Dé-
métrios’ life, to exist at the south-west of the main Agora
of the city (the Megalophoros)?*°. Also, another market, or
possibly a fair, is mentioned, the Phoros of Stavrion (®épog
>tauvpiov), in the area of Hagios Ménas, close to the port4'.
Furthermore, another market, or probably a fair, is mentioned
by Theodoros Studités in a letter of 797. He was then in exile
in Thessaloniki, living at the west end of the central street,
inside the Cassandria Gate. There, probably on the site of the
Hippodrome, according to Bakirtzis, the Thessalonians and

239 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 109-110. — Caminiatae, De expugna-
tione §9.7: »Tobg ThHv dyopav S108e0ovTag kal TGV GUVOAAAYHATWY TOIOVHEVOUG
v pébodov« [those passing through the marketplace and engaged in com-
merce]; 838.4: »8ujel Tiig Ayopdg &v péow« [was running in the middle of the
marketplace]. — The area of the Roman Agora of Thessaloniki was an open
square in the Late Byzantine period, see Bakirtzis, Urban Continuity 57.

240 Tafrali, Topographie de Thessalonique 126 nt. 2.— Bakirtzés, Agiou Démétriou
Thaumata 37, 350 esp. for this reference at p. 36: »ék Suou@v Tou Tfig TEAeWG
peyalodpdpou év Ti) Ekeioe XalkeuTikij Aeyopévn Xtod« [in the western part of
the city’s Megalophoros, in the so-called Chalkeutiké Stoal.

241 For the only reference to that market, see the Testament of Theoddros Kara-
bas, issued in May 1314, published in Actes de Chilandar 60, 62 no. 27. —
More recently published in Actes de Chilandar I, 216 no. 30 esp. In. 28.

242 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 111. — Vitti, Poleodomiké exelixé
216-218. — On this type of markets see also Laiou/Morrisson, The Byzan-
tine Economy 37. — Hattersley-Smith, Byzantine Public Architecture 188-189.
— Theodorus Studita, Epistulae §15.106-118 (epistula 3): »mpocépevev v Tf
avatohikj mépt [...] kal petd T eloeNBeiv KheioavTeg Tag TONAG fyov Si& Thg
ayopdg« [waited at the eastern gate and after entering they closed the gates
and passed through the marketplace]. — See Kaltsogianné/Kotzampassé/Par-
askeuopoulou, E Thessaloniké sté Vyzantiné logotechnia 6-7. — On the fact
that in Constantinople there existed an outer band of animal or food markets
as opposed to an inner band of luxury markets in the Forum of Constantine
and in stoai, see Mundell Mango, The Commercial Map of Constantinople
204-205.

243 Laiou/Morrisson, The Byzantine Economy 113-115, 171-172.

244 Laiou/Morrisson, The Byzantine Economy 81-82 for a consice presentation
of the classification of the markets, the trade and the exchange systems in
Byzantium.
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the inhabitants of Kalamaria traded agricultural products, raw
materials, artisanal products and commercial supplies?#2. It is
well attested that in Macedonia in general and the region of
Thessaloniki multiple activities and polyculture prevailed in
agriculture throughout the Byzantine era, offering a wide
array of products for the city’'s markets?*.

From the ninth century onwards, and probably from quite
earlier, markets were held periodically outside the city limits,
gradually evolving into the annual fair, the so-called Démétria.
This large livestock and goods fair took place outside the
western walls from 20 October to 28 October in connection
with the annual veneration of Saint Démétrios. At this fair
regional, inter-regional and international trade was catered
for?#. Here merchants from far and wide gathered, selling
their products from tents arranged in rows forming a long
road with many short, vertical bifurcations. Such an arrange-
ment reminded the author of the Timarion of the numerous
short legs of an animal?*. The author goes on to praise the
fertility of the Axios valley and the commercial activity of the
city, as shown in this annual festival of Saint Démétrios?°.
Greek merchants from all parts of the Byzantine Empire, as
well as Bulgarians, Russ, Hungarians, Italians, Celts and Gauls
are specifically noted among those taking part in the fair.
Some goods, such as those from the Black Sea region, came
via Constantinople. Greeks bringing fabrics from Boeotia and
Peloponnese are mentioned, as were western merchants,
Italians, Spaniards, Portuguese and French bringing fabrics
by ship. Egyptian and Syrian merchandise, probably fabrics,
is also mentioned as being sold at the fair?+’.

It appears that Thessalonian monks were also dealing
in lucrative commercial activities, possibly to a greater ex-
tent than their religious duties, according to imputations of
Archbishop Eustathios of Thessalonica?*. For example, it is

245 Vlachakos, Timarion 54-55, §128-132, 135-136 »&umopikal oknval avTi-
TpéowToL, oTOKNSSV €K TapaArflou TuyVOpEval: & HaKPOY of oToixot SijkovTeg
Avimielpw Tvi SlaoTdoel S1E§odov év péow TAaTeiay OPUVOVTEG KAl TF PUMN
To0 mAjBoug THY Tdpodov OmavoiyovTe, [...] ykdpotd Tou T@v oToiywy ETepat
oKVl TApeTyVuVTO Kal adTat pév oTotynddv, &m pakpdv &' ook 11, dAN hoTrepel
ouKpSTaTol MESeg EpmuaTikoig dAKoIg Tapepvovto« [Vendors' tents were set
up facing one another and in rows extending at great length, with the dis-
tance between them leaving in the centre a wide opening for people to pass
through. (...) Perpendicular to these, they had set up other tents, these of
course also in rows, but in small ones, like tiny legs extending sideways from
a long, snake-like body]. Laiou, Thessaloniké, & endochora kai o oikonomikos
choros 183-194.

246 Tsaras, Timarion 189-203. Vlachakos, Timarion 47-61, 175-190. On the fair's
inter-regional character and its place in the economy of the region, see also
Laiou, Thessaloniké, & endochdra kai o oikonomikos chéros 183-194; Laiou,
Exchange and Trade 756.

247 Laiou, Thessaloniké, & endochdra kai o oikonomikos choros 184. Konstanta-
kopoulou, Vyzantiné Thessaloniké 213.

248 Eustathius, Opuscula 223, 38-40, in his work *Emickeyig Biou povayikod &m
SiopBuwoel T@V Tepl adTéy among the others he mentions that one can see
them more often in the marketplace than in the church’s congregation.
»ZuyvéTepov yap BAémel TovTouG 1y Ayopd, fiTep TO ékKAnclaoTIKOV d6potoua’
ol kal BatTov dv amolé§wvtar povdlew, fmep dyopdlev« [one sees them more
often in the marketplace than at church services]. He culminates his castiga-
tion in p. 229 In. 18: »ol 100 kovpevoacbar 1O éumopedeadat ATHVavTo, Kal
&dedg avtd mnpueleive [who by becoming monks have purchased the right
to engage in commerce, and that without fear of sinning], refering to the
fact that they prefer the activities of a merchant to those of a monk; and in
In. 48 mentioned that they strive to accumulate money and that they grad-
ually get so fat that he wonders how they present themselves as monks and



known that the Saint Démétrios Basilica maintained a candle
making workshop, where candles of standardised sizes —
small, medium and large — were produced. Larger, man-sized
candles came from an independent workshop. These were
sold to pilgrims by paramonarioi, who kept a percentage of
the price?*.

Other workshops for making candles must have existed in
the city throughout the Byzantine era, supplying Thessaloni-
ans with candles for their religious observances?*°. The virtues
of wax candles and their superiority when compared to other
burning materials were extolled by Eustathios of Thessalonica,
who may have been expressing the general opinion of Byzan-
tine society, certainly that of twelfth-century Thessalonians?>'.

Ceramic Production

During the Middle Byzantine period, workshops specialising
in the production of bricks and roof tiles were active out-
side the city walls to the east, in a small cove?2. They were
known in early and mid-tenth-century sources as kaminia, i.e.
kilns2%3. The type of bricks produced by this kind of kiln can
be seen in the surviving monuments of the city?* (fig. 24).
An eighth-century pottery has been found in the
north-western part of the city where clay vessels, possibly
even transportation vessels, were produced?*. An eleventh
or early-twelfth-century pottery was located in the city cen-

not as fat oxen or calves: »Ote e Ti¢ AemrTdg, Kai, g &v €fmol Tig, OTEPVOG TH
foyvoTnTL, TOV povijpn Piov bmeloedwy Mimaivetay, Tayovetat, mhatovetat [...] AN
€ig xpripata 8t émkTioEwG, TMOG &v CLCTOEL, HoVaKOV EQUTOV lval, Kal o0 TaybV
Boov, fj pooyiov« [and so, when one who is thin, worn out by his thinness as
one might say, enters monastic life, he becomes »well-oiled«, becomes fat,
and grows broad, as an unchecked beast and not only physically from living
the good life, but in additional money that he acquired after (his tonsureship
as a monk). How could such a one introduce himself as a monk, and not as a
fat ox or calf?]. On monastic life in the twelfth century seen through the work
of Eustathios, see Konidiarés, Monastiké z6é 135-141. Konstantakopoulou,
Vyzantiné Thessaloniké 160. Magdalino, Eustathios and Thessalonica 227-
230. On the hierarchical order, the ecclesiastical area and the administrative
organisation of the archbishopric of Thessaloniki from mid-eighth century to
1430, see Chatzéantoniou, Métropolé Thessalononikés. On the amount of
land owned by the Thessalonian church, and the income from it, during the
Middle and Late Byzantine period, see Theodoridés, To ktématologio passim.

249 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 100-101. Bakirtzés, Agiou Démétriou
Thaumata 131-135, 376, 1:7 §64, 66, »[Nepi Ovnoipépou Tod Tapapovapiov«.
Bakirtzés, Agiou Démétriou Thaumata 1:7 §864: »pikpoUg A peyéhoug adTédt
Tpoodépel knpoug [...] vopioag xpnpaTikwTepoy TepITOlElV Tt Kal T &yiw
Kkal £paut® [...] Todg pév peydhoug T@Y TPOohePOpEVWY KNP@V Tapaypfiua
2oBévvuov, emrTolg 88 vt adT®V Kal pikpobg &mjyvuov kaiecBai« [here offer
small or large candles (...) believing that | was offering some pecuniary gift
both to the Saint and to myself (...) | was blowing out the larger candles
immediately, and instead lighting small, slim candles]; and §66: »fé Tig
peyioToug Mav mpoodywv knpolg« [someone came bringing some very large
candles].

250 For references concerning Thessaloniki, see Saint Theodéra Life 86.3-4: »tag
2K knpol Aautédag xepol katégwv Ekactog« [each held wax candles in his
hands]. — Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy, 111. Generally on candle
making and candle makers (knpoul\épior) and relevant references in Byzan-
tine texts, see Koukoules, Vios kai politismos, B1, 197, and Taft/Kazhdan,
Candles 371-372. Also, see Motsianos, Phos llaron 69-120, where both texts
and archaeological finds are examined thoroughly, and candles and candle
making from Roman to Late Byzantine period are presented. On Middle and
Late Byzantine period especially, see Motsianos, Phds llaron 92-98.

tre, practising a regionally rare technique of layering vessels
in the kiln by arranging them on shelves of clay rods2®.
Another pottery kiln used in the manufacture of vessels,
generally dated to the Byzantine era, has been unearthed
in the south-western part of the city?*’. Middle Byzantine
circular kilns, which have been identified as pottery kilns,
have been found near the port, adjoining the sea wall at 18
Moskdph Street?58, Tableware present in the city during this
period includes greenish bowls and plate, with painted or
incised-graffito ware??, and ninth or tenth-century glazed
white-clay bowls with polychrome or stamped decoration?°.
However, there is no indication which of these, if any, were
produced locally. There is no evidence for the local produc-
tion of any of the locally found tableware vessels, with the
possible exception of some lower quality twelfth or thirteenth
century examples?®'. An apparently imported frieze of glazed
tiles bearing kufesque decoration on the southern side of the
Panagia Chalkedn should also be added to the list of the clay
products present in the city in the eleventh century?62.

A group of late-seventh-century pointed amphora-shaped
vessels is also considered to be produced locally (fig. 25).
They have been used in their hundreds to fill the northern and
southern upper gallery floors of the Hagia Sophia2?%3. Most
of them are medium-sized with thin walls, badly fired and
obviously unsuitable for transportation use. Due to their light
weight and fragility, it has been proposed that they belong to
the same category of vessels mentioned in historical sources

251 Eustathius, Opuscula, Emiokeyig Biou povayikod &m SiopOwoe T@V Tept adTéy,
235:87-88.

252 Cat. Thessaloniki 2003a, 11 (cat.no. 7). — Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Au-
tarchy 108-109. The proximity of the workshop to the sea, leads to the logical
assumption that part of its production was transported by sea to other cities.

253 Kaltsogianné/Kotzampassé/Paraskeuopoulou, E Thessaloniké sté Vyzantiné
logotechnia 117, if the kilns mentioned during the visit of Saint Elias the
Younger in the 903 were indeed for pottery and if they were not at the west-
ern part of the city. For the sale of a roof-tile workshop situated near the sea
for three gold coins in 952, see Actes de Lavra | 97-102 no. 4. The workshop
belonged to the monastery of Saint Andreas in Peristera, see Sampanopoulou,
Katalogos 91, 141.

254 Panagia Chalkeon and the chapel of Hagios Euthymios are the best preserved
examples, see Euangelidés, Panagia Chalkedn. Mauropoulou-Tsioumé, Byz-
antiné Thessaloniké 104-110. For a thorough overview of the Middle Byzan-
tine church architecture in Thessaloniki see Velenés, Vyzantiné architektoniké
Thessalonikés 1-16; and also Velenés, Mesovyzantine naodomia passim.

255 Kousoula/Konstantinidou/Tourtas, Agiou Démétriou kai Philota. — Mak-
ropoulou, To ergo (cat.no. 21).

256 Makropoulou et al.,, METRO kata to 2011. — Makropoulou, To ergo
(cat.no. 24). Konstantinidou/Raptis, Archaeological Evidence of an Elev-
enth-century Kiln.

257 Kourkoutidou-Nikolaidou/Tsioumé, Phrourio Vardariou 239-240 (cat. no. 23).
— Marké, Sympléromatika archaiologika stoicheia 139, 148 illus. 1 fig. 7. Part
of another kiln has also been located at the same site (cat. no. 25).

258 Cat. no. 22, see Cat. Thessaloniki 2002, 14-15.

259 Cat. Athens 1999, 38, 46-47 nos 21, 32-33 (D. Papanikola-Bakirtzi).

260 Bakirtzis/Papanikola-Bakirtzi, De la céramique byzantine 421-436. Kanoni-
dés, Mesovyzantiné ephyalomené keramiké 71-76. For an overview of Middle
Byzantine glazed pottery and issues of their trade and market see Papaniko-
la-Bakirtzi, Ceramics on the Market 194-205.

261 Bakirtzis/Papanikola-Bakirtzi, De la céramique byzantine 425-426.

262 Tsitouridou, Panagia Chalkedn 22-24. See also Mundell Mango, Polychrome
Tiles 37-38 fig. 33, where their use is placed in the context of the contempo-
rary polychrome clay tiles used in architectural decoration.

263 Kissas, Angeia metaphoras 232-245.
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Fig. 24

Panagia Chalkeon, general view, 1028.

Fig. 25 Amphoroid vessels, Thessaloniki, Hagia Sophia’s vaults, late seventh
century.

264

265

48

Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 101. Bakirtzés, Agiou Démétriou
Thaumata 2:5 §104: »td wip &vavepunBiv dpBdcar THv dpodiv Kkal Todg
Kohoupévoug KadBoug dpEacal TeptTeppoly, i) TOTE TIVEG, AepoSpoproavTeg
€0OKUATWG KATA TAV SoKk@V oV dyyeiolg Mheiooty b8atodpépoug, Beod cuvepyeia
Tepleyévovto Tob dphoypod. « [the fire rose up to the roof, and began licking at
the coffers. Finally, a number of men, tiptoeing nimbly atop the beams and
holding a great number of containers filled with water, defeated the fire with
God's help]. — Bakirtzis, Céramiques en comblement de voutes 697-702 esp.
figs 6-8.

Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 108. — Kaminates §31.8: »08ara
e Taig émdN§eowy &v Tiol mpoamoBépevol okeveov« [for us to bring water to

Middle Byzantine Period

as having been used to extinguish the fire at the Basilica of
Saint Démétrios?®4. It is also accepted that both amphorae,
used, among other things, for extinguishing fires, and clay
grenades were in use and probably produced in tenth-century
Thessaloniki?®®. Forms of smaller and bigger amphorae and
pithoid vessels made for transporting and storing goods are
also found in large numbers in the Hagia Sophia, shedding
light on the typology of pottery present or even made in
late-eleventh-century Thessaloniki?6®.

266

the ramparts in containers] §32.10: »&\oug Tupl TIvi, KAOT® TETEXVNHEVW Kai
TIow doTpakivolg okeveat TponuTpemopévw« [to others, some type of artifi-
cial fire is stuffed in earthenware containers] §33.7: »okedeotv doTpakivolg
gmrndevpéva. « [in earthenware containers prepared in advance] §34.7: »mop
Te S1& TGOV C1PpwVWY TG AEpL PLOHOAVTEG, Kal TIva EXNa OKeDn Kol adTd TupdG
&vapeoTa glow Tob Telkoug E§akovticavteg« [they also threw fire into the air
with sifonia (flame-throwers) and hurled other implements containing fire
inside the walls].

Kissas, Angeia metaphoras illus. 2-14 figs 2-8. Bakirtzis, Céramiques en com-
blement de voutes 697-702 esp. figs 2-4.



Glassworking

Glassworking is one of the few artisanal activities described
by Kaminiates that has been proven archaeologically to be
present in the city, although no firmly dated glass vessels
have been discovered archaeologically?®’. In the centre of
Thessaloniki, in disregard of legal regulations?®, two glass
workshops have been discovered (fig. 26). The first, to the
west of Hagios Démétrios, produced glass vessels and its
furnace is the only one in the city to have survived. Among
its products, stemmed beakers and hanging lamps are the
most identifiable?®® (fig. 27). The second glass workshop was
located near the Hagia Sophia, to the north-east, and only
movable finds have been unearthed. Apart from deformed
glass masses, of interest are the few glass tesserae, a dark
blue glass cake for the production of mosaic tesserae and
dark blue tiles, square and circular ones, seemingly decorated
with near white and red festoons?7°.

Metalworking

Several Middle Byzantine metalsmiths’ workshops have been
located at the outskirts of the city within the city walls, and
in the city centre?’". It has already been noted that a fabrica,
a state arms factory, was active in Thessaloniki from the Early
Christian period?”2. Middle Byzantine sources, like Eustathios
of Thessalonica, note that a zavareion, i.e. a state armoury
and probably an arms factory, operated in the city during
the eleventh century?’3. It is also known that the stratégos
of the city was ordered to manufacture 6,000 arrows, 3,000
lances and as many shields as possible for an expedition to
Crete during the reign of Leo VI (886-912)?74. A group of
182 iron arrowheads was discovered in one of the towers
of the Acropolis, which was used over a long period of time

267 On Middle Byzantine glass finds from northern Greece in general, see An-
tonaras, Old and Recent Finds of Byzantine Glass passim, where both plain
vessels, as well as rare and apparently precious silver-stained vials from the
region of Thessaloniki are described.

268 Laws that were in use throughout the Byzantine period and are preserved in
the fourteenth-century work of Konstantinos Armenopoulos, namely, Arme-
nopoulos, Procheiron Nomon 117-118, 2.4.19: »Emapyikd. Mepi behoupydv kal
a18npoupydv. Yehoupyoig Kai a18npoupyobg Tobg épyalopévoug Tag d&ivag Kal
TaG Eppag kal T ToladTa peydha Spyava, kal AvSplavTomAdoTag, ob Xpr) év adTaig
Taiig TOAeo1 Té ToladTa ¢pydleabal. gi 88 Avaykn TiG yévnTat TOOTOIG KATOIKEIV TAG
TONeLG, kal TaG ToOTwWY £pyaciag év adTaig yiveobay, &ig Tobg AMWKICHEVOUG Kal
iS1alovrag TGV TEAewv TéTOLG Selv TavTAG £pydecBal. TOADG yap 6 OO Tod
TUPdG TéAWY KivELVOG TOTG oikrpact Kal Tolg oWuaat cuVeXNG Aolpdg yiveTat«
[On glassworkers and blacksmiths. Glassworkers and blacksmiths who pro-
duce hoes and sickles and other large tools, and statue makers should not be
working within cities. If there is a need for them to live in the cities and their
works to be done in them (the cities), they should work in uninhabited and
specific areas, given that there is a great danger of houses catching fire, and
of humans catching diseases].

269 Kanonidés, Anaskaphé ergastériou yalourgias 143-153 (cat.no. 66). —
Spatharas et al., New Magnetic 134.

270 Cat. Athens 2002, 119-120 no. 115a (I. Kanonidés), dated generally to the
Middle Byzantine period. — For the excavation, see Kanonidés, Agapés 3, 490-
493 (cat.nos 65, 107).

271 Find from the 5 Gyzé Street plot: Cat. Thessaloniki 2002, 11 (cat.no. 52). —
3 Tzacheila Street: Marké, Tzacheila 3, 584-586 figs 11-12 (cat.no. 55). —

Fig. 26  Glass furnace and wasters from Thessaloniki, Dioikétériou Square, early
ninth century.

Fig. 27 Glassworking remains, from Thessaloniki, 3 Agapés Street, Middle By-
zantine period.

to defend the city, during its restoration in 1995, although
they should be probably dated to the Late Byzantine period
(fig. 28). Apart from smaller triangular arrowheads for bows,
there are also a few examples of massive, triangular bolt

74 Venizelou Street: Kissas, Venizelou 74, 238-242 (cat.no. 56). — 74 Olym-
piados Street: Marké, Olympiados 74, 430-432 (cat.no. 54). — 67 Egnatia
and G. Bakatselou Street: Marké, Provliéma anagnosés 457-458 fig. 9 illus. 5
(cat.no. 57). — 28 Phrangon Street: Marké/Chatzéidannidés, Phrangon 28,
277 (cat.no. 58). — Egnatia and Venizelou, Metro digs: Makropoulou et al.,
METRO kata to 2011. — Makropoulou, To ergo. — Makropoulou/Konstan-
tinidou, METRO Thessalonikés — Stathmos Venizelou (cat.no. 59), where,
among others, several moulds for earrings, rings, amulets and crosses, along
with finished products have been found.

272 Notitia Dignitatum, Or. XI, 35-9: »Fabricae: ...lllyrici quatuor: Thessalonicensis,
Naissatensis, Ratiarensis, scutaria Horreomargensis« [in [the diocese of] Illyri-
cum four: at Thessaloniki, at Naissus, at Ratiaria, of shields at Horreomargi].
— Generally on fabricae see James, The fabricae 257-330. — Also, Tafel, De
Thessalonica 184 nt. 30. — Spieser, Thessalonique 15 nt. 51.

273 Eustathius, La espugnazione, 86:20. David Doukas Komnénos, the gover-
nor of the city, gave a running commentary on a battle from this vantage
point: »YyioTog yap év T® £hw ynhédw tod kad'fudg ZaPapeiov émavnyvpile,
BewpIk@G TV TAG payxng EKeivng yvwpatebwv SidBeaty, v yeipopévn kévig HTd
TOV TpeXSVTWY Kal AvTiTpexdvTwy Zorjuaive.« [High on the eastern hillock of
our Zavareion (armoury), he began delivering a speech, making theoretical
observations on the developing battle on the basis of what he could gather
from the dust raised by soldiers running about on both sides].

274 Porphyrogenitus, De cerimoniis 657 11.44.12-14: »ioTéov, 811 é8¢€ato & oTpa-
TNYdG Oecoahovikng Tod kapeiv oayitag xAdSag o” kal pevadha xiadag y’ kol
okouTdpla, Soa SuvnBf«. Kolias, Zaba —Zabareion — Zabareiotes 27-35 esp.
31.
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Fig. 28

heads with long cylindrical shafts for crossbows or heavier
arbalests (t¢aykpator Badiotpida)?”>. We should also include
the mint among the metalworking activities in the city. The
mint operated almost continuously throughout the Byzantine
period. There is concrete evidence for minting in Thessaloniki
until 630 and then again from the 820s27°.

Several lead seals found in Thessaloniki, which belonged
to religious and state dignitaries of the city or region, shed
light on another activity of local metalsmiths, i.e. the produc-
tion of lead blanks and boul6téria (Boulwtripia), the metal
stamps used for making the inscriptions and representations
on the lead seals?”” (fig. 29).

275 For a thorough bibliography of Byzantine military history and technology, see
Devries, A Cumulative Bibliography 38-52, and 750-769 for bows and cross-
bows especially. See also McGeer, Archery 156, and McGeer/Kazhdan/Cut-
ler, Weaponry 2192, where it is noted that, according to Anna Komnene, the
Crusaders’ western type of crossbow was unknown to Byzantines prior to the
twelfth century. See also Lepage, Medieval Armies and Weapons in Western
Europe 14-17, on the Byzantine Empire in general, 113-116 on crossbows,
which were known from Roman times, but were used in western European
armies from the twelfth century onwards. | thank my collegue Dr D. Athana-
soulés for his help with the bibliography on western finds. For Late Byzantine
arrowheads, see Babuin, Ta epithetika opla ton Vyzantinon 181-194, with
further bibliography. For Late Byzantine arrowheads from Serbian fortresses,
see Mini¢/Vukadin, Srednjovekovni Stala¢ 111-117, with further bibliography.
On crossbows or BaX\ioTpiSa, see Babuin, Ta epithetika opla ton Vyzantinon
207-240, with further bibliography.
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Iron arrowheads and bolt heads from tower (12) of the Acropolis, Middle and Late Byzantine period.

From the sixth or seventh centuries the bishopric of Thes-
saloniki, among its other possessions, owned large estates,
including water mills, to the east of the city at the site of
the Ropalaia (Pomahaia), near the Byzantine village of Hagia
Euphémia (Ayia Ed¢pnpia), modern Lakkia?’®. Here excavations
have revealed a workshop for some metal refining process,
possibly of gold, which may have operated from as early as
the fifth or sixth century up until the fifteenth century?’°. An
eighth-century stone mould for eulogiae (edhoyiar), found
on the north side of the Hagios Démétrios complex?®® was
assumed previously to have been used for stamping metal
eulogiae, but it appears more probable that it was used for

276 Metcalf, The Coinage of Thessaloniki 277-288. — Metcalf, Coinage in the
Balkans passim. Metcalf, Coinage in South-Eastern Europe passim. — Ben-
dall/Protonotarios, Further Rare and Unpublished Coins 178-180. — Morisson,
Byzantine Money 914, 926, 959-962.

277 On Vouloteria (Boulwtripia) see Grierson, Byzantine Gold Bullae 247 fig. 9.
— On lead seals from Thessaloniki, see Kissas, Molyvdovoulla 185-202. — For
a detailed publication of the total of lead seals which have been found in
Thessaloniki and its region, see Leontiadés, Molyvdovoulla passim.

278 Theodoridés, To ktématologio 417 (cat.no. 68). Also on the site see Lefort,
Villages de Macedoine 136-38, and Sampanopoulou, Katalogos 91-92.

279 Theocharidou, Enkatastasé 27-28. — Eadem, Orycheio Peristeras 408
(cat.no. 76). — Generally on metallurgy and metalworking techniques
throughout the Byzantine era, see Papathanassiou, Metallurgy 121-127, with
further bibliography.

280 Pelekanidés, Anaskaphé 38-41.



Fig. 29 Lead seal of Ledn, vasilikos prétospatharios
and stratégos of Thessaloniki, c. 920-940.

sphragidia (cppayidia), pilgrim tokens made of a non-durable
material, since no stamped examples have yet been discov-
ered (fig. 30). It depicts in negative relief the bust of Christ on
the Cross flanked by the Apostles Andrew and possibly Paul,
who were, in all probability, considered to be the founders
of the Thessalonian Church?8'.

Lentoid lead ampullae (fig. 31), known to Thessalonians
as koutrouvia (koutpotPia)??, were produced locally, prob-
ably by or under the auspices of the local Church, between
the tenth and thirteenth centuries for pilgrims to the shrines
of the two myrrh-producing saints of Thessaloniki, Saints
Démeétrios and Theoddra?®. They are simple, apparently
mass-produced objects cast in a mould, formed by the join-
ing of their two, slightly convex sides that bear a simplified,
linear and occasionally carelessly executed relief decoration.
They appear in two versions, with a short or long funnel
mouth decorated with rinceau, with the representations of
Saint Démeétrios on the one side and the Mother of God or
Saints Theodora, Georgios, or Nestor on the other side in
medallions surrounded by a wide frame with oblique strokes.
A hitherto unnoted and unpublished single stone mould of
a koutrouvion, having a long funnel mouth and the bust of
the Mother of God on its body, was found during salvage
excavations in the Byzantine neighbourhood excavated west
of Saint Démétrios.

It appears that the same needs that were met for ordinary
pilgrims with the lead koutrouvia, for wealthier and more
important people, were met with reliquaries for lythron or

281 Mentzos, A Stone Mould 18-24.

282 |dakeim Ivéritou, 16annou Staurakiou logos, 353:25-28: »«kal Aomdoaro kal
oKeDOG T, WG €86KelL, Pépwv Xepaiv, & Srfta dyyxwpiwg Kakeital KouTpouPiov,
To0TO T@OV AvaPlulévTwy Ekeibev popwv memijpwkev« [he kissed (the saint’s
relics) and holding as was meet a receptacle in his hands called by the locals
koutrouvion, he filled it with the myrrh gushing forth from there].

283 Bakirtzés, Koutrouvia myrou 523-528. — Bakirtzis, Byzantine Ampoulae 140-
149. — Cat. Athens 2002, 184-185 nos. 203 (Ch. Bakirzis), 204 (V. Papado-
poulou), 205 (E. Gini-Tsofopoulou). — On Saint Theododra see A.-M. Talbot,
Holy Women 159-237. — On Thessalonian koutrouvia bearing the bust of
Saint Démétrios and Mother of God found in what is today Bulgaria, see
Totev, Ampuli kutruvii 205-216, 411-416. On two more from the Prespa re-
gion, FYROM and three more from Serbia, see Bitrakova-Grozdanova, Golem
Grad Prespa 95-100, with further bibliography. For a thorough catalogue of
lead ampoules, encolpia and icons found in Bulgaria, dated to the twelfth

Fig. 30 Stone mould with Christ flanked by two apostles, Thessaloniki, Hagios
Démétrios, eighth century.

myrrh of Saint Démétrios. These were made of precious ma-
terials depicting the saint’s sarcophagus and the ciborium
covering it, both of them bearing the image of the saint. On
the interior, i.e. on the sarcophagus, he is depicted with arms
crossed and eyes closed, and on the exterior cover, i.e. on the
ciborium, he is depicted as a standing orant?®*. Judging by the

to fifteenth centuries and attributed to Thessalonian workshops, see Totev,
Thessalonican Eulogia Found in Bulgaria passim. — Loverdou-Tsigarida, Thessa-
lonique, centre de production 243 nt. 12, makes the interesting note that all
extant koutrouvia were found outside of Thessaloniki, apparently belonging
to pilgrims from remote areas who kept them on their persons as phylacteria
for a considerable period after visiting Thessaloniki.

284 Grabar, Quelques reliquaires 3-28. — Grabar, Un nouveau reliquaire de S.
Démétrius 305-313 esp. 307. — Cat. New York 1997, 161-162, 167-168,
174, nos. 108 (W. D. Wixom), 116 (D. Katsarelias), 117 (I. Kalavrezou), 125
(S. A. Boyd). — Loverdou-Tsigarida, Thessalonique, centre de production 241-
254 esp. 243-244. — Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 100. — For an
epigram of Manuel Philes that was written for a silver reliquary probably like
these, possesion of Démétrios Palaeologos, see Frolow, Un nouveau reliquaire
100-110. — Loverdou-Tsigarida, Thessalonique, centre de production 244.
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Fig. 32 Touchstone, Thessaloniki, 3 Agapés Street, Middle Byzantine period.

reliquaries and some preserved encolpia?®> and crosses?®,
it appears that local thirteenth-century jewellers also used
enameling for the decoration of metal objects.

In addition, the discovery of a touchstone (fig. 32) — a
piece of black basalt, known in the Byzantine era as lydia
lithos (A\udia AiBog) or vasanos lithos (Bdcavog Aibog) — dated
to the Middle Byzantine period, attests to the presence of
goldsmiths and money changers, katalaktai (xataldkTtal) —

285 For an encolpion preserved in Vatopaidi Monastery see lkonomaki-Papado-
poulou/Pitarakis/Loverdou-Tsigarida, Enkolpia 74-75 no. 22.

286 For a cross-shaped reliquary originally from Mount Athos, now in the Dum-
barton Oaks Collection, see Cat. New York 1997, 174, no. 125 (S. Boyd). For
another cross-shaped reliquary similar to the former in the Grassi-Museum,
Leipzig, see Effenberger, Ein byzantinisches Emailkreuz 114-127.

287 For references in Byzantine texts on argyropratai (dpyvpotmpdrar) and chryso-
chooi (xpuooysor), makers and shellers of silver and gold objects, their trade,
tools, workshops and personnel, see Koukoules, Vios kai politismos, B1, 224-
225 and B1, 228-229. - The touchstone presents a find from the excavation
north-east of Hagia Sophia, at 3 Agapés Street (cat.no. 53): Cat. Athens
2002, 107 no. 97 (I. Kanonidés). — For similar finds from Frankish Thebes, see
Koilakou, Viotechnikes enkatastaseis esp. 235 figs 8-10. — For terms relevant
to the find and the procedure, see Koukoules, Vios kai politismos, B1, 226-
227.

288 Antonaras, The Use of Glass in Byzantine Jewelry 331-334. — On Middle
Byzantine glass bracelets, see Antdnaras, Gyalina mesovyzantina vrachiolia
423-434. — For a short overview of Middle and Late Byzantine jewellery from
Thessaloniki and its region, see Antonaras, Middle and Late Byzantine Jewelry
117-126. - For a thorough presentation of Middle Byzantine jewellery in gen-
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Fig. 31 Lead ampulla, Rentina, thir-
teenth century.

both occupations that would require the use of a touchstone
to establish gold purity — at the very centre of city, as one
might have expected?®’. The diversity of used and possi-
bly locally produced jewels, both precious and most often
simpler ones, is evident from the numerous archaeological
finds2e8,

Finally, important information concerning the activity of
local metal production can be found in the written sources,
such as the fact that gold and silver embellishments and revet-
ments supplemented the decoration of the city’s churches?®.
In particular, there are two surviving references to the silver
cover of the Saint Démétrios reliquary. The earliest (from
1145), was made by Deacon Nikasios who noted that by or-
der of the Emperor Manuel Komnenos the curved outer cover
was taken to the Pantokrator Monastery in Constantinople
while a new one of silver and gold was made to replace the
original?®. The second reference is dated to 1185, during
the Norman occupation of the city, when axes were used
to remove the exterior silver decoration of Saint Démétrios’
grave and the gold wreath over the saint’s head, along with
the icon revetments that were made of precious materials
from the churches. After the intervention of the Archbishop

eral and an exceptional classification of all relevant forms, as well as a detailed
discussion of the two Middle Byzantine jewellery hoards from Thessaloniki,
see Bosselmann-Ruickbie, Byzantinischer Schmuck passim esp. 18-57, 91-125.

289 Kaminates §11.1, referring to the decoration of Hagia Sophia, Acheiropoiétos
and Hagios Démétrios §21.3, referring to the gold and silver decorations of
the aforementioned churches.

290 Papadopoulos-Kerameus, Analekta IV 238-246: »tijv iepaiv okémov copdv
Siampiciov TpokdAuppa ... SpBlov Ppépov TOV péyav AnpriTpiov, KTeTappévalg
mohdpag [ ..] dkohovBwg Tf) Bacthkij mpooTdget ETepov £T€0n kataokevacbev Sid
Te xpuool kal dpydpou« [the holy remains were covered by a protruding cover
(truncated pyramidal) which was bearing Saint Démétrios standing with palms
extended (...) and after the royal command, another (cover) of gold and silver
was placed]. — Kaltsogianné/Kotzampassé/Paraskeuopoulou, E Thessaloniké
sté Vyzantiné logotechnia 139. The exact translation of the text (especially of
the word »8iampuoiov« used in the archaic manner of the writer with its Ho-
meric meaning of »protruding«, »piercing into«) proves that the outer cover
was protruding and must have been similar to the truncated-pyramidal ones
rendered in the silver reliquaries of the ciborium. — On the reliquaries and the
shape of the cover, without any comments about the wording of Nikasios, see
Xyngopoulos, To »prokalymma« 187-199.



Eustathios of Thessalonica, Count Baldwin donated gold and
silver to restore the plundered decoration?°'.

From the sources it is also known that a special artisanal
quarter, a portico of the coppersmiths, existed?®2. In the same
way, we know that other coppersmithing works existed,
such as the large bells of Hagios Démétrios?®3, hot-water
boilers?®*, and silver and gold-plated harnesses for the horses
of local dignitaries?®. In addition, the iron chain that secured
the mouth of the port??® and the ironclad wooden doors of
the city must have been made and repaired by local black-
smiths??’, as were the weapons?® and fine locks that private
citizens kept in their houses?®.

Stoneworking

According to written sources, a sculpture workshop was ac-
tive in the city in the late ninth century. Here such items were
made as the sarcophagus of Saint Hilarion of Iberia in 875
and the decorated marble sarcophagus of Saint Theodora
in 8933%, Marble icons are another known local product.
They are a rarity in the Byzantine world, known mainly in the

291 Eustathius, La espugnazione, 114:29-31: »kai t& pév t@OV oePacpiwy
TuTwpdTwy Kataoyilovres, Soa pndév Tt yadupdv ék Tipiag GAng elyov, T& 8¢
WiloOvTeG Tod Kat’ adTa kdopou petd mAinydv« [and they were tearing up the
venerable icons, at least those not encased in precious metal, while from
others they were stripping away their decoration with blows]; 116:11-15:
»&moiov Kal 76 Tod MupoBAiTou, 00 TG TAPW EUTETAKSTEG PETA TENEKEWV ... ]
TOV Te TEPIE EmmohdlovTa Kdopov &€ dpydpou katékoyav kal TOV OTEp kedahijg
8¢ mepiethovTo Yploeov oTédavov Kal iy Kal TOV ETepov dmiyayov Toiv Todoiv«
[on the myrrh-gushing saint. They rushed to his grave with axes (...) cut away
the abundant silver decoration surrounding the grave, stole the gold wreath
covering the saint’s skull, and removed the bones of one of his legs]; 126:32-
34: »kal TG Tod dyiou Tadw &pyupov Kal Xpuaov Exopriynae, TOV dpkodvTa €ig
avamoinotv Tod ENeiyavtog.« [and he donated silver and gold for the tomb
of the Saint, enough to replace what had been stolen.]. The same count also
donated valuable ceremonial items, 126:35-36: »mrjypara 8& knp@v dpyovpea
petadpopnta v {epais eloddoig Adyou &éia éxapioator« [he also donated to the
church notable silver candelabra used for the processions of Entrances]. —
Messés, Chronika 273, 274, 283.

292 A Chalkeutiké Stoa (XakkeuTikiy Ztody) is mentioned in Passio Altera y' of Saint
Démétrios’ miracles, which was compiled sometime between the sack of 904
and the end of the thirteenth century, see: Tafrali, Topographie de Thessa-
lonique 126 nt. 2. — Bakirtzés, Agiou Démétriou Thaumata 37, 350 nt. 4;
Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 99 nt. 55: »&k Suopv Tou Tfg Téew
peyahoddpou &v Tij ékeioe XalkeuTikj Aeyopévn otod.« [in the western part of
the city’s Megalophoros, in the so-called Chalkeutiké Stoal.

293 Eustathius, La espugnazione 136:12-14. »Téte i) kal émij\Bev fipiv amopfioat
Ti SjmoTe TOUG v &vw TEPT TOV Tol MUPOPAITOU VAdY GNuavTIkolG ToD WANNeY
peydhoug Kwdwvag ovy OTTOTTEOVGL, TO 88 Tepl THY PNTPSTOAV cuvBnuartifov
§0hov TV iepav oovagiv Bapéwg pépouvat« [I had wondered at the time why
they were not in the least suspicious of the large bells atop the church of the
myrrh-gushing saint [Démétrios] which signalled the chanting in the church,
whereas they distrusted the semantron [wooden or iron beam or plank] of
the metropolitan church that signalled the gathering of the congregation for
services]. — Messés, Chronika 290.

294 Saint Theodora, Life §31.5-7: »cuvéBn 8& Tov Tob Beppod AéPnta oTioat
TaG ASENPAG &v TG TOTY, EvBa 1} pakapia TO Yidbiov &' E8ddpoug amidoaca
2kdBeuSev« [the nuns happened to install the boiler in the place where the
deceased woman slept, spreading her mat out on the ground]. — Bakirtzis,
Imports, Exports and Autarchy 111.

295 Vlachakos, Timarion §7.189: »‘lrmot 8¢ Toutolg Appapikol [...] #86kouv cuviévat
Kall TG MEPIKENEVNG AATTPSTNTOG, 81N €V Xpuo® Kal dpydpw Toug XaAivodg
meptEhapTey oTep OToTepTSpEVOL T ThG TEPIBOAG davnTia Kal Tukva TOUG
Tpayriloug meplehitTovTeg ToTg oTiABwpactv« [Their horses were Arabian (...)
They (the horses) seemed to understand the splendour surrounding them,
that which made their reins shine with gold and silver, and they frequently

Post-lconoclasm period, especially from the tenth to twelfth
centuries. They are rectangular plaques, usually framed, occa-
sionally with an arched top, on which are rendered, following
painterly prototypes, single figures of holy persons or, rarely,
evangelical scenes, mainly of the Twelve Great Feasts. They
were fixed on walls in churches as a focus of worship, or on
gates of buildings or city walls for protection3°'. Seven Mid-
dle Byzantine examples have been found in Thessaloniki, all
depicting the Mother of God Orans (fig. 33), and two Late
Byzantine ones, an unfinished Christ and a Hosios David32.

An eleventh-century workshop, the products of which
have been found in several sites in Macedonia and Epirus,
with several plaques found in the city belonging to its rep-
ertoire, has been assumed to be from Thessaloniki3%. In
addition, parts of ciborium arches from Hagios Démétrios
and other churches of the city have been ascribed to the
same workshop3°*. Several inscriptions preserved from this
period indicate another type of simpler work created by local
sculptors3®.

Another local product is the marble closure slab with a
griffin rendered in soft relief on a polished background with
some details rendered with incisions, dated to the late tenth

turned their necks with these shiny ornaments, as if they enjoyed their superb
equipage].

296 Mentioned by Kaminiates securing the entrance to the port during the Arab
siege and sack of the city at 904, Kaminiates §25:1: »&t 8¢ kal Tov TopOudY
To0 Aipévog Ehvoel 618npd kai Tiot vauol PeBubopévaig dvta katdppaktov« [fur-
thermore, the entrance to the harbor was well-fortified with an iron chain
and some sunken ships]. Iron chains were also used by the Arabs to secure
their ships in pairs in order to create improvised towers from which they could
attack the low seaward defence wall of the city, Kaminiates §32.5: »Kai Tio
Kkdotg oTIBapois kal o18npaig dG\voeot« [with thick ropes and iron chains].

297 Kaminiates §31.4: »tv pév &w thOV TUAGY émddvelay, fTig Av draca
ceodnpwpévn« [The exterior of the gates was clad entirely in iron]. — Bakirtzis,
Imports, Exports and Autarchy 111.

298 Kaminiates §23.2: »6mhilopévwy Te TavTwy g olév Te fv« [and everyone
armed themselves as best they could]. — Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autar-
chy 111.

299 Although the term key is used by cleric Grégorios it seems that he was using it
in the figure of speech of synecdochy (pars pro toto), referring to the entire se-
curing system, the lock used to seal the reliquary. Saint Theodora, Translation
§4.1: »mpoacédepe TIg Bavpaaiav KAeISa, doiav 00SEeIG TMV TAG Kab' udg TAewg
Beacdpevog fv« [A wonderful key was offered (for the saint’s reliquary), the
like of which no one in the city had ever seen before]. — Bakirtzis, Imports,
Exports and Autarchy 111.

300 Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 109 nt. 109. On the sarcopha-
gus of Saint Theodora, see Saint Theoddra, Translation §3.7-8: »\&pvaka
Kataokevdoaoa &v adTj katéBeto Thg doiag T Aeiywavov« [she constructed a
casket in which she deposited the saint’s relics]; §3. 20-21: »moikhwg y\udiow
£€wOev Tavtny Slakoopricavteg« [and they decorated its exterior with various
kinds of sculpted ornamentation]. About the creator, a sculptor who was
also a priest, see Saint Theodora, Translation §3.17-24: »kai 8r Tiva hlBo&éov
mpookaleadpevol, Tfj Tob mpeaPuTépou TeTipnuévov &gia« [And indeed, they
invited a certain stoneworker, who had been accorded the honour of priest-
hood]. — On saint Hilarion, see Malamut, Thessalonique 830-904, 185, with
further bibliography. — Also Kaltsogianné/Kotzampassé/Paraskeuopoulou, E
Thessaloniké sté Vyzantiné logotechnia 107. — According to Bakirtzis, op.cit.,
it is not clear whether it was a newly constructed sarcophagus or an old one. —
For parts of a twelfth to thirteenth-century marble templon and a sarcophagus
found in the excavation of the monastery, see Cat. Thessaloniki 2001, 8.

301 Lange, Die byzantinische Reliefikone passim.

302 Tsilipakou, Vyzantines marmarines eikones, on the Middle Byzantine icons
304-317, 328-340, 344-351, on Hosios David 317-328, on Christ 340-344.

303 Pazaras, Anaglyphes sarkophagoi 134-135, 164. On the workshop, see also
Vanderheyde, Les reliefs 708.

304 Mentzos, Ergastério glyptikés 217-230.

305 Tsigaridas/Loverdou-Tsigarida, Katalogos 94-97, 101-102, 104, 106.
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Fig. 33 Marble icon of Mother of God Orans, Thessaloniki, eleventh century.

or early eleventh century3% (fig. 34). Finally, another type of
marble work found in Thessaloniki during this period is the
relief icon of the Great Deesis with four standing figures of
the apostles at Vlatadon Monastery, dated to the tenth cen-
tury (c.900). It is a combination of champlevé and painting,
giving an effect similar to cloisonné enamel. The outlines of
the figures and the folding of the clothes are in relief, while
the inner part of the figures in counter-relief was filled with
a coloured resin3’.

306 Pazaras. Katalogos plakon 88-89 pl. XXX:55. — Cat. Thessaloniki 2011b, 164-
165 no. 80 (A. Tzitzibasi).

307 Sklavou-Mavroeidé, Glypta Vyzantinou Mouseiou 92 no. 128. — Cat. New
York 1997, 43 fig. no. 9 (M. Catzidakis).

308 Pelekanidis, | mosaici 337-349. — Pelekanidis, Bemerkungen 29-40. — Cor-
mack, The apse mosaics 111-135. — Bakirtzés, Nedteres paratéréseis 167-
180. — Mauropoulou-Tsioumé, Zographiké 393-410. — Kourkoutidou-Niko-
laidou/Mauropoulou-Tsioumé/Bakirtzés, Pséphidota Thessalonikés 238-295
esp. 290-294.
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Fig. 34

Marble closure slab with a griffin, Thessaloniki, late tenth to early elev-
enth centuries.

Mosaics

The presence of a mosaic workshop, perhaps even only a
temporary one, can be deduced from several finds (fig. 35).
Foremost is the mosaic decoration of Hagia Sophia, dating to
the eighth, ninth, tenth and twelfth centuries?®. In addition,
excavations near the church have uncovered glassworking
remains, such as glass cakes — from which mosaic tesserae
were broken off —and other forms of rectangular and circular
flat glass tiles, of some form of opus sectile (possibly insets in
marble sculptures)3®.

Painting

»ldannés« is the only painter known by name. According to
the cleric Grégorios, he was a late ninth-century artist who
painted the icon of Saint Theodéra after a miraculous vi-
sion3'%, However, the archaeological record shows that paint-

309 Cat. Athens 2002, 119-120 no. 115a (I. Kanonidés), dated generally to the
Middle Byzantine period (cat.no. 107).

310 Saint Theodora, Life 171-177, §52-54: »$0n {wypddw Tvi Todvopa Twdavvy
[...]8yic dvepatwy totavtn [....] kal Tf vukTi &keivn TEAY Spd EauTdv 6 {wypddog
oklaypadoidvTa eikéva povaxfis.... Mapayevépevog gi¢ & povaoTtriptov [...]
&veoTAAwoey TV Thg doiag Oeodwpag eikévac [A vision appeared to a painter
by the name of I6annés (...) and that night the painter again saw himself
sketching (painting) the picture of a nun (...) he arrived at the nunnery (...)
(and) restored the icon of Saint Theododral.



Fig. 35 Hagia Sophia, wall mosaic, Ascension, Mother of God flanked by two angels, ninth century.

ers, specifically mural painters, were employed throughout
this period of Thessaloniki’s history3'". The surviving exam-
ples are: an anonymous church excavated in the city centre
at the junction of Egnatia and Dékastérion Streets (today’s
Métropolitou Gennadiou) decorated with rows of gemmed
crosses flanked by columns dating to the first half of the
ninth century3'?; a funerary chapel at 90 Kassandou Street
in the eastern part of the city, decorated in the first half of
the ninth century with three gemmed Latin crosses with
dedicatory inscriptions flanked by columns on one wall and
on another wall with imitations of marble incrustations3'3,;
a late ninth-century mural of the Ascension®'* in the apse
of the Rotonda' which is considered to be the creation of
the same workshop that produced the similar mosaic of
the Ascension on the dome of Hagia Sophia3'®; the Panagia

311 On ninth-century painting in Thessaloniki in general, see Mauropou-
lou-Tsioumé, Zographiké 393-410.

312 Euangelidés, Eikonomachika mnémeia 341-351 figs 5, 5¢, 7, 7.

313 Makropoulou/Tzitzimpassé, Sostiké anaskaphé 361-364.

314 Xyngopoulos, Toichographia Analépseds 32-53.

315 Cormack, Ninth Century Monumental Painting 198-199 [non vidi], according
to Tsigaridas, Toichographies monés Latomou 100 nt. 57. The same conclu-
sion is reached by Mauropoulou-Tsioumé, Zographiké 409, where she dates
them to c. 880.

Chalkeon3'® and Hosios David3'” were also decorated in this
period; and finally, remains of the tenth century wall painting
found during the excavation of a private house on the site of
the Byzantine Monastery of Prodromou?3'8. Furthermore, two
small wooden icons from the epistyle of a templon, depict-
ing scenes of the Dodekaorton, the Resurection of Lazarus
and the Transfiguration respectively, have been ascribed to
a Thessalonian workshop of the second half of the twelfth
century3™.

In a poem dating from 1074 or 1075, we catch a glimpse
of the originality of secular paintings decorating aristocratic
houses in Thessaloniki. During the renovation of the house
of Ledn Sikounténos, a mural painting is described in which
religious themes were supplemented by contemporary figures
and scenes, such as the Byzantine Emperor Manuel Komne-

316 Euangelidés, Panagia Chalkeon passim. — Xyngopoulos, Apolestheisai toich-
ographiai 1-19. — Papadopoulou, Die Wandmalereien passim. — Mauropou-
lou-Tsioumé, Byzantine Thessaloniki 104-110.

317 Tsigaridas, Toichographies monés Latomou passim, and 149-156 for a thor-
ough overview of painting in twelfth-century Thessaloniki.

318 Cat. Athens 2002, 269 no. 265 (E. Marké).

319 Vokotopoulos, Vyzantines eikones 198-199 figs 30, 31. — Tsigaridas, L'art au
Mont Athos 48 with all relevant bibliography.
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nos depicted next to the histories of Moses and Joshua3?°.
However, the uneven quality of the art of Thessalonian paint-
ers was mentioned in the late twelfth century by Eustathios of
Thessalonica, who commented that many painters existed in
his city but not all of them were skilful 32" (fig. 36).

320 Hunt, Comnenian Aristocratic Palace Decoration 139. — For the Greek text (MS
Venice, Cod. Marc. gr. 524 fol. 22v-23r) see Lampros, Markianos 29-30. — A
part of the translation into English from Mango, Sources 225-226. | thank
Prof. I. Kazazés for his help in the translation of the text and Debora Brown
Kazazé for the translation into English: »Kawov 16 BaBpov e Tod Sépov, Eéve,
[ &k TV Bvw oTAPIypa TOTG KATW VEROV- / TGV peT@v yap émepeidetal mAéov / Toig
£VTOG EKTOG ikoviopévolg ToTrolg, / 8¢ Kail kab'adTag {wypadiv 6 Texvitng / Epyolg
BePatoi oxnudtwy To Toikilov, / &vdpag yepapoig SekTikodg ToUTwv ypddwy, /
Muwaijy ...,/ kal ... Inood Tod Navd...- / Toig &' apyaikois kal Ta viv cuvyeypddet
/ Toig oTpatikTalg obpaviv Bachéwg / cuviaTop®V GvakTta yiig aTedpndspov /
TOV Topdupavyf Tig véag Pwung atvlov / Kopvnvoduiy Mavoun éBvoktévow,...
/ .... Apayi Toivuv péve [8pe] / kal odv veoupydv v Hakpolg TEpTe XpSvolg
/ Ziouvtnvodv Aéovta obv Toig yvnoioig« [Novel is the base of this house, o
stranger, / providing support to the lower from the upper / because it leans
more on the virtues / of the figures depicted inside and outside / the same
those that by painting them the artisan / by his works affirms the polychromy
of the figures / by painting imposing men, fitting for them, / Moses... / And
Joshua... / To these ancient [subjects] he [the artist] has added those of the
present time / the soldiers of the heavenly King / by painting alongside the
crowned Emperor of the earth, / the pillar of the New Rome shining in the
purple, / Manuel, the descendant of the Komnenoi, slayer of alien peoples /
And [house] stay without a crack / and delight for many years your renovator
/ Sikounténos Ledn with his children].

321 Eustathius, Opuscula XIV. Mpdg Todg meykahodvTrag adTé pvnotkakiav, 98, § 2,
In. 28-31: »&11 pév yoov fj kab' Auég mapdopog TG abtn ypadéwy edmopei, ob
TAVTWY TPOG TEXVNG, BAAG TToU Katl pavAwg ypadSvTwy avBpwikodg xapakTipag
Kal aypelodvTwy, Kal EANag piv eikévag &v 8¢ kal Taig Thy Opetépav...«. [For our
city, which has everything, is rich in painters, not all of whom depict human
figures/portraits skilfully, but rather poorly and worthlessly, while (others
paint) other representations, including your own...]. The archbishop actually
refers in his text to a caricature, released by his opponents in Thessaloniki
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Fig. 36 Rotonda, wall painting,
Ascension, detail with an angel, ninth
century.

Textile Production

We can state that the weaving of linen, cotton and wool
and the production of everyday items with them took place
in Thessalonian households, but it is also quite probable that
this took place in specialised workshops as well3%2. It is known
from textual sources that fabrics of all types and qualities
were woven by both men and women3%3. After visiting the

and Constantinople which was also accompanied with the caption: »Here’s
a resentful man that we have him bishop of Thessaloniki«, p. 98 In. 28-64. —
On an icon of Saint Démétrios brought to Constantinople by Manuel | from
Thessaloniki in 1149, apparently of a higher quality than those castigated
by Eustathios see Gautier, Le typikon du Christ Sauveur Pantocrator 21-23.
— Thomas/Constantinides, Byzantine Monastic Foundation Documents 725-
726, with prior bibliography.

322 Dagron, The Urban Economy 444-445.

323 According to Eustathios of Thessalonica, Eustathius, Opuscula 223.17-18: »H
Ydp ok oidapev GvSpag, Tobg v ioTdV vpaivovTag dAyou TIUWHEVOV, Kal HOYIG
8! pépag dmopepopévoug KEpSoG ToD KAPETOU VOUHOUG eDAPIBUATOUS ...«
[Moreover, do we not know men, some of whom weave sailcloth for a small
price...]. He refers to the difference with ancient Greek society where only
women were weavers, apparently in contrast to what was accustomed in his
own society. — Also, in Timarion (Vlachakos, Timarion 56, §6.148) products
sold in the trade fair of Saint Démétrios are mentioned as »opdopara kal
vijpata &vdpdv Te kal yuvaik@v«; interpreted by Phaidon Koukoules as »fabrics
and threads of both men and women«. — For further references to Byzantine
texts on the same matter, see Koukoules, Vios kai politismos, B1, 215-217.
— Kaminiates described the great quantities of silk, linen and woollen fabrics,
among other valuables treasured in the houses of Thessalonians in his ac-
count of the sack of Thessaloniki by the Arabs in 904 (Kaminiates §58.7-8):
»&on St onpikijg E06fTog edTPeG Av kal Bon Si1&x Aivou Toig dpayveiolg fipilev
Odpaopacty, wg 8pn kai Pouvvodg ékteleicBar TG ToUTWY cwpeiag, EMNwy &’
&\\otg émTiBepévwy Kal TOV OTTOKEIPEVOV TOTIOV TANPOOVTWY. XaAK@Y yap Kal
c18NpEwv oKeLGV f TGOV £§ Epiwv EoBnuATwY oduevodv o0d” BAwG éppdvTicay,
TEPITTAV fyoUpevol THv kTijov adtidv« [such as gorgeous silk and linen gar-
ments rivaling gossamer materials. All these were piled up, forming hills and
mountains thrown one atop the other and entirely covering the space. They
gave no importance to objects of copper and iron or to woollens. They con-
sidered their possession unnecessary].



city, Benjamen of Tudela noted in 1155, when the Byzantine
economy was flourishing, that the five hundred Jews of the
city were mainly occupied in technical artisanal activities, and
specifically with sericulture3?4. There is also indirect evidence
for a local guild of hat makers in the city in 1097, when I6an-
nés Armenés the head of the hat makers’ guild (rp@tog Tév
Kapohavkadwv) witnessed a contract3?®. There is only one, or
possibly two, Middle Byzantine dyeworks attested archae-
ologically, in the north-east of the city3?¢. Finally, although
there are references in written sources3?” and archaeological
finds from the wider region3?® (fig. 37) concerning gold and
silver weft clothes, such evidence only indicates their use and
not their local production. The official character and ease of
transportation of such garment makes it likely that they were
imported from elsewhere.

Furriery

The presence of furriers in the city is only known through
a legal document from 1097. This is a contract of sale of a
vineyard witnessed by two furriers, Theodoros son of Chris-
tophoros and Ledn Sinadinos3?°.

Bonecarving

No particular finds indicate the local production of bone
objects in Thessaloniki in this period. However, the fact that
artefacts of this kind were present in the city is attested by
finds from various salvage excavations, including a cylindrical

324 Konstantakopoulou, Vyzantiné Thessaloniké 177. — Moutsopoulos, Evraikes
synoikies 4. — Benjamin of Tudela 64. — Concerning silk production and trade
in western Byzantium in the period before the Fourth Crusade, see Jacoby,
Silk in Western Byzantium 452-500.

325 Actes de Lavra | 275-278, no. 53 In. 39. — Dagron, The Urban Economy 418.

326 On the plot at the junction of Paster and Métropolité I6akeim Sgourou Streets,
see Cat. Thessaloniki 2002, 17 (cat.no. 80). — In the plot at 6 Prasakaké
and Koukouphlé Street: Marké, Prasakaké — Koukouflé 337-340 pl. 152a.
— Marké, Agia Sophia kai prosktismata 58-59 (cat.no. 82). — Probably the
workshop that was operating in the eighth to ninth centuries at 52 Agias
Sophias Street could be associated with a tannery, see Marké, Agias Sophias
52, 511-515 (cat.no. 86).

327 As for instance, the reference to the richly ornated silk garments of the city’s
Duke garrison in Vlachakos, Timarion 60-61, §7.185: »oi 8¢ ye AoydSeg avtod
[...] onpikoig kal karaoTiktolg dpdiolg THy TepIBoiv kKaMuvspevor« [His chosen
ones (elite) (...) handsomely attired in embroidered silk garments].

328 For the single Middle Byzantine, probably eleventh-century, silk, gold-weft
tissue excavated in the Macedonian area, see Moutsopoulos, Le tombeau
114-126, for the excavation, and Antonaras/Kavasila, Gold Weft Tissue 14-
15, for the tissue.

329 Actes de Lavra |, 275-278, no. 53 (Il. 37, 40). — Dagron, The Urban Economy
418.

330 For bone objects ascribed to the Middle Byzantine period, see Cat. Thessalon-
iki 1986b, 89-90 nos 8-10. The possibly unfinished capital that was unearthed
in the salvage excavations at 27 Konstantinou Palaiologou Street in 1997 is
hitherto unpublished.

331 Kaminates §31.2: »apd&ag épevpodvreg émébnkav év adTaiq mENVeiG TAG
Bpayutdrag vijag, aig Tpdg T Bripav Tév ixBowv of kab’ fudg dNEi ékéypnvTo«
[They found some wagons and on them they placed upside down small boats,
which our fishermen use for fishing]. — Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autar-
chy 108.

332 Saranté, Ta vyzantina epitrapezia skeué 536-541.

beaker, crudely executed Corinthian capitals — one of them
possibly not totally finished — and elongated tool handles,
probably for knives33.

Woodworking

From the work of Kaminiates and the Vita of Saint Theodbra
we can deduce that local carpenters were engaged in the
production of furniture (beds and couches), farmers’ carts
and small fishing boats, among other things33'. Other writ-
ten sources, such as Eustathios of Thessalonica, offer further
indirect information on the extended use of wooden vessels
in everyday life in Byzantium332.

Basket and Mat Weaving

Mats and basketry products appear to have been a wide-
spread commodity, especially given the topography of Thes-
saloniki, surrounded as it is by four rivers, two lakes, several
streams and large areas of marshland, all ideal habitats for
reed, cattail and sedge33. So widespread were such products
that even in times of great disaster and shortage they could
be found easily, or even thrown away in the streets. When
Archbishop Eustathios described the sack of Thessaloniki by
the Normans in 1085, he noted how the women of the city
were disquised as soldiers using mats in an attempt to give
the Normans an exaggerated impression of the city’s garri-
son during the siege®4. He also told of a poor Thessalonian
whose only clothing was a piece of mat that he had pierced

333 Saint Theodora, Life §31.9-10: »&m &npég yiig T yiabiw kal T kwdiw
Siavaraveto« [she was resting on the mat and the sheepskin placed on the
dry ground]; 832.30: »Td &v @ kaBeoSeig kwdiov« [The sheepskin on which
you sleep]. — Bakirtzis, Imports, Exports and Autarchy 111. — In the area even
today, reed, cattail and sedge are indigenous plants, all of them until re-
cently widely used for the production of mats and baskets in Thessaloniki
and the surrounding area. This type of workshop was mainly concentrated
in the south-western part of the city, outside the western city wall, where
some of them are still operating even today. For a toponym Kalamokopelilon
(kahapokome[Jov), i.e. site where reed is cut, in the same area, mentioned in
acta at 1047 and 1290, see Actes d’lviron | no. 29, In. 31 and Actes d'lviron
Il no. 52 In. 262. It is mentioned that the monastery of Ivéron from Mount
Athos possessed a dependency in the region of Bourgou with lands near
the marsh of Kalamokopion and even a part of the reeded area; kalaménas
(kahapdvag), was still covered by them hypokalamos (omokéhapog). Here, un-
surprisingly, the church and a house were kalamostegos (kahapdoTeyoq), i.e.
their roofs were thatched with reed, according to the detailed description
of the buildings provided in the act, Actes d'lviron Il no. 52 In. 265-272. In
the same document another kalaménas is noted to exist in the monastery
of Hagia Varvara, in the quarter of the Hippodromion at the eastern end of
Thessaloniki, Actes d'lviron Il no. 52 In. 380. — For a possible identification of
the site Xeropotamos with an older route of nowadays Dendropotamos wa-
tercourse see Malamut/Grélois, Le port de Thessalonique 140. — On Basketry
and Matting in Antiquity, see Forbes, Studies in Ancient Technology, vol. 4,
180-186.

334 Eustathius, La espugnazione, 289:90: »‘Ooat 8¢ kai mpdg dSTAIouOVY éppiblov
EauTAG, PaKn kal YiaBoug évamtdpeval, Moel Kai Tivag Bhpakag, kal TG kedpalag
pitpaug ig E\typa StohapBdvouvoay, £ Twg oTpatidtal eival copicovrtai« [and as
regards armour, (these women) they arrayed themselves by donning rags and
mats that resembled cuirasses, and bound their heads with bands (turban-like)
so as to deceptively resemble soldiers].
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Fig. 37 Gold-weft silk tissue, Hagios Achilleios, Lake Prespa, eleventh century(?).

and placed on his body?3**> and of others who were reduced to
wearing improvised mat hats by the conquerors33®.

Ropes of flax and hemp, and textiles, essential for the
rigging and sails of ships, for example, must also have been
widely produced; especially those of flax, since the plant

335 Eustathius, La espugnazione 298:90-299:1: » Erpummoé Tig yiabov kal mepiBa-
Aépevog EkpuTrTe pdyig Thy mpoacbiav aioydvnv« [someone opened a hole in a
mat and wore it, barely covering his genitals].

336 Eustathius, La espugnazione 298:110: »Miov pév yap dokntdv mepitedeiobat
ol edTuyEoTaTOL KATEMAOUTOLY, TV & ENAwV of Theioug Yidbwv mAéypata §
oyoivwy A kakapung 2oxedialov &ig TolauTnv okémn« [the luckiest had the luxury
of wearing a well-made hat, while the rest fashioned improvised head-cover-
ings from mats, ropes, or reeds].
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was also used for production of linseed oil, as well as for the
production of yarns for strings and ropes3¥’. Acquiring long
yarns adequate for weaving linen textiles, required premature
harvesting and, at least in modern times, a different type of
plant338,

337 On references to ropes, rope makers and fishing nets, all of them made with
flax, rush and hemp, in Byzantine texts, see Koukoules, Vios kai politismos, B1,
190, B2, 204, E, 331. - On industrial textile plants documented in Macedonia,
see Laiou/Morrisson, The Byzantine Economy 66, with bibliography.

338 On Fibres and Fabrics in Antiquity, see Forbes, Studies in Ancient Technology,
vol. 4, 1-81 esp. 82-98 on flax and linen. — Patterson, Spinning and Weaving
196-197.



From Armenopoulos we learn that rope making, along
with wool laundering, was not a harmless occupation. The
sulphur used to bleach the ropes created an unpleasant smell,
while the process of smoking the ropes caused frequent fires.
Rope making, therefore, had to be undertaken in isolated
buildings, unattached to other structures. When it was una-
voidable to operate in an inhabited building or to be adjoined
to an inhabited one, then the artisan had to sign a written
agreement with the neighbour that he would not smoke the
ropes with an open fire in the same premises where ropes
were stored3%.

Scribal Activity

Hagiological sources, such as the Vita of Saint Joseph the
Hymnographer from Thessaloniki (d. 842), lead us to suppose

339 Tourptsoglou-Stephanidou, Perigramma 131-132. — Armenopoulos, Prochei-
ron Nomoén 128, 2.4.21: »Emapyikév. [Nept oXovomASKwY Kal £pIOoTAUT®Y.
21. Al TV oY0IVOTASKWY Kall #pIOTAUT@OV TéXval Toig ToAoIG 008t vopi{ovTat
AvpaivesBar- EoTt 8¢ Amd TouTWY OVK dAiyn PAAPN Kai kivduvog: Bupidot yap
TONGKIG TO BeTov- Kal TPMTOV pév ) ToUTwY 43R dndig oboa, ToXRV Suocwdiav
TOIG £volkoDo1 TTapEYEl: TOMAKIG 88 kal BupI@VTEG Evioty OO TOG oYoivoug f
THV épéav TO TOp Kal TO Belov, Kal &md TOOTWV CLVEXNG KADOIG TPOTYIVETAL TOTG
OiKI{Hact TOiG TAPaAKeIévolg: pdBnaoig 8¢ TouTwy 1y Teipa: TOAGKIG yap Kadaig
£yéveTo ToIg ToloVToIG oikrpactv: &8ev xpr| povdlelv Tobg TolouToug oikoug Kal
un €tépoig émouvantesBar. Ei 8& dvdykn Tig yivetat kail TodToug katoikeioBat kai
émouvamtecBai ETépag oikialg, xpi) TOV ToOTwY SeamdTNV ¢yypddwg TOIElV TOIG
TAPAKEIMEVOLG, ()G 00 Bupdoel EUmopw KExPNTAL év TOTG EXOUTTY OfKOIG TXOIVOUG«
[On rope makers and wool launderers. 21. Most people think that the crafts
of rope maker and wool launderer are harmless. However, they entail both
harm and danger. Firstly, they frequently smoke with sulphur, whose odour
is disgusting and creates a great stench for the inhabitants. And oftentimes
when smoking, the fire and sulphur unite under the ropes or wool, and from
this practice the adjacent houses are continually catching fire. Experience has
taught us this, for such structures have often caught fire. Therefore, they
(such establishments) should be housed in isolated buildings not adjoining
any other structure. In case it is necessary to operate in an inhabited building
or beside an inhabited one, then the artisan has to sign a written agreement
with his neighbours not to employ smoking with an open fire on premises
where there are ropes].

that during the ninth century a scriptorium for copying and
decorating manuscripts was active in Thessaloniki, proba-
bly in the Latomou Monastery34°. Generally, and within the
frame of the teachings of Eustathios of Thessalonica, several
scriptoria operated in the city’s monasteries, such as that of
Akapniou, and also in smaller establishments, such as that of
Theotokos of Mastounés3*'. The name of a copyist active in
the Theotokos of Mastounés Monastery, a certain Theodoros,
is recorded3#?. Indirect information on a little known type
of scribal work, topographic plans known as skiagraphiaei
(okiaypadiau), is referred to in the Praktikon of Sebastos loan-
nés Komnénos of 1104, where the property of the Ivérdn
Monastery, in the region of Galykos, near Vramodilos, is listed
in every detail. It was also mentioned that I6annés Proedros
Meliddnés possessed such a plan of his estate neighbouring
the monastery3+.

340 Katsaros, Grammata kai pneumatiké zoé 324. — Mango, On Re-reading the
Life of Saint Gregory the Décapolite 635-646. — On Byzantine writing im-
plements based on preserved texts and illuminations, that apparently were
needed for Thessalonian scriptoria as well, and partly must had been pro-
duced in the city, see Djordjevi¢, Predstave pribora za pisanje i opremu knjige
87-112. — Sharpe, Preliminary Notes on Greek Writing Implements 151-168.
— Zarras, Stadia proetoimasias 511-528, with all prior bibliography.

341 Eustathius, Opuscula, Emiokeyig Biou povayikod &m SiopOwoet T@V Tept adTdy,
249:144, where he describes the impact that an illustrated manuscript of the
Works of Saint Gregory the Theologian had on its viewers. They flocked to
see it and the monks of the monastery where it was kept would explain the
meaning of the illustrations to the people; even the Archbishop himself went
to see and admire it, only to find out that it had already been sold.

342 Katsaros, Grammata kai pneumatiké z6é 325. — Janin, Les églises et les
monastéres 347-349. — Papageorgiou, Peri cheirographou 542-543.

343 Actes d'lviron Il no. 52 In. 321-323. »E0péBn(o)av (kail) k(a)t(d) Thv
Tomrobeaiav Tod Talvkod mhn(oi)ov Tod BpapodiM(ov) x(wpd)d(a [...] T@v
tomiwv [...] Tév Seomolop(év)wv vov mapd lw(dvv)ov Tpoidpou Tod MeiSévn,
gxovta oklaypadiav toidvde« [And they were also found fields at the loca-
tion of the Galykos near the Bramodilos (...) places (...) that now belong to
proedros, Idannés Melidonés, who is in possession of such a topographical
sketch].

Middle Byzantine Period 59





