
PrefaCe

This monograph is based on my doctoral dissertation written under the supervision of  pro-
fessor Lech Krzyżaniak and defended in the fall of  2004. Although many people encouraged 
me to publish the dissertation and the Council of  the Faculty of  History at Adam Mickiewicz 
University in Poznań, Poland, issued a positive opinion on the matter, I did not manage to 
have my thesis printed. Some of  the issues addressed there were presented at conferences 
and published as research papers. In May 2011 I received a grant to finance a 3-year project 
entitled The Nile Delta as a centre of  cultural interactions between Upper Egypt and Southern Levant in 
4th millennium BC. The grant was part of  the Parent Bridge program financed by the Founda-
tion for Polish Science, aimed at providing assistance to young parents-researchers returning 
to research work after a parenting break. Publishing my doctoral dissertation was originally 
one of  the project tasks. However, I well realized that archeological evidence and its inter-
pretation had changed (sometimes significantly) after 2004. Likewise, my own views and 
knowledge had evolved during those years. It was thus only natural to update the dissertation 
and to revise my views presented back in 2004. As a result, this monograph is not merely an 
English translation of  the dissertation defended nearly 10 years ago, but also addresses new 
discoveries from the Nile Delta and Southern Levant. In addition, it presents my current 
views on the interactions between the Delta, Upper Egypt and Canaan, reflecting the last two 
years of  intensive research. 
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