
a
achaemenid administration: 233–36
administrative circle: 79, 200
administrative rank: 144, 199, 203–13, 218–19, 231, 

234, 237
administrator: 152, 173, 187, 199, 202–13, 216–17, 

219, 227, 230–31, 237–38, 379
agate: 53, 60, 119
agia Triada: 68, 79, 82, 94, 105, 108–10, 113, 115, 

118, 120, 123–25, 130, 135–36, 138, 140, 149–
52, 170, 177, 180–81, 185–88, 192–93, 205–06, 
208–10, 212, 224, 227–28, 231

amethyst: 52, 60
amygdaloid: see, shapes (seals)
anchors (stone): 58
archanes: 68, 76, 123, 132, 136, 138
‘architectural’ motif: see, ‘tectonic’
archive/archival deposit: 93–94, 99, 109–11, 124, 

145–47, 149–50, 185, 194, 196, 203, 209–10, 
216, 224–25, 234

archival room: 90, 120, 145–46, 225
Archivio di Cretule: 52, 62, 64, 69, 76, 102, 112, 128, 

130–31, 135–36, 141–42, 145, 152, 169, 178, 
186–87, 192, 217, 226, 231–32

asaminthos/-oi (‘bathtub/-s’): 28, 32–33, 85, 87, 89, 
92, 98, 112, 144

aspa: see, volcanic materials

B
balance pans/set (bronze): 28, 35–36, 38, 90, 95, 

97–99, 114, 145–46, 150, 194
Bandlinie: see, decoration (seal faces)
bead: 18–19, 22, 26, 95, 156, 221
birds: see, decoration (seal faces)
bone (seal material): 50, 56, 58, 61, 72, 169
bones (animal): 14, 18–19, 24, 28, 41, 45, 85, 156, 

160
borings: see, decoration (seal faces)
bovines/bull: see, decoration (seal faces)
Boxing Boys Fresco: 122
breccia: 142
building: see, decoration (seal faces)
Building Beta (B): 81, 122, 155, 174–75
Building Eta (H): 48–49, 91
Building Gamma (Γ): 38, 43
Building Iota Beta (IB): 7, 43–46, 73

Building Iota Delta (IΔ): 43–46
building units: 8–9, 25, 92, 173
bull-grappling: see, decoration (seal faces)
bull-leaping: see, decoration (seal faces)
burials/graves: 23, 70, 73–74, 79, 199, 218, 221, 228
burial/grave goods: 73–74, 79, 199

C
calcareous stone: see, materials (seals)
carnelian: 26, 45, 60, 119, 156
cavalier perspective: 131
Cenotaph Square/terrace: 6, 23–25
central column room: 10–11, 33–38, 91–92, 144
centred-circles ornament: see, decoration (seal 

faces)
chalcedony: 60, 132
Chania: 70, 79, 94, 108–10, 123–24, 136, 139, 142, 

152, 167, 177, 185–86, 227
combat scene: see, decoration (seal faces)
Complex alpha (a): 6, 8–13, 25, 36, 49, 74, 88, 91–

92, 99, 144, 174
Complex Delta (Δ): 9, 25–38, 58, 74, 81, 83–94, 144, 

155, 156–58, 173–75
Delta-East: 25, 74–75, 81, 83–94, 143–44, 224–

25, 230
Delta-North: 7, 25–27, 31, 43, 73–74, 83, 156–

58, 174
Delta-South: 7, 25, 31, 33–38, 74–75, 89, 99, 144, 

174
Delta-West: 7, 25, 27–33, 73, 99, 174

conoid: 58, 62, 70, 72, 76, 108
conoidal: 59, 76
contexts

impressed objects: 156–62, 173–74
sealings: 83–99, 143–46, 224–25 
seals: 8–49, 73–75, 221 

crescent-shaped nodule: 102, 178, 182
Cretan Hieroglyphic script: 64, 78, 128, 138, 141–42, 

164–66, 176, 178–79, 182, 185, 226
cross-hatching: see, decoration (seal faces)
crust: see, volcanic materials
Cup Bearer Fresco: 53, 76, 219–20
cushion: see, shapes (seals)
cylinder (clay, unbaked): 35, 38, 93, 216
cylinder (ochre): 155
cylinder seal: 68, 119, 232–34
cylinder (stamp): 58–59, 72

INDEX



seals, sealings and seal impressions from akrotiri in thera398

tree: 119, 127, 135, 139–40, 151–53
unfinished: 70
whirl: 171–72, 175

Delta-East: see, Complex Delta (Δ)
Delta-North: see, Complex Delta (Δ)
Delta-South: see, Complex Delta (Δ)
Delta-West: see, Complex Delta (Δ)
Dêpot hiéroglyphique: 127, 133, 147, 177–78, 182–

83, 226, 231
disc: see, shapes (seals)
disc-shaped lentoid: see, shapes (seals)
discoid: see, shapes (seals)
dogs: see, decoration (seal faces)
dolphin: see, decoration (seal faces)

E
Eastern Temple Repository: 117, 120, 123, 137, 141–

42, 152, 170, 178, 226
Egypt/Egyptian: 119, 128, 132, 153, 217–18, 220, 

227–36

F
faience: 18–19, 22, 24
figure-of-eight shield: 54–55, 117, 140
findspots: see, contexts
fish: see, decoration (seal faces)
foot-shaped (seal shape): 72
four-legged animal: see, decoration (seal faces)
fresco: see, wall paintings

G
gems/gemstones: 5
goat: see, decoration (seal faces), ‘talismanic’
Gournia: 58, 79, 99, 114, 123–24, 152, 177, 181–82, 

185, 187–88, 192–93
grave goods: see, burial goods
graves: see, burials
griffin: see, decoration (seal faces)

H
‘hammer-head’ (seal shape): 72
hanging nodule: see, sealing (types)
hatching: see, decoration (seal faces)
heirloom: 73, 75, 142

D
Daimonon Street: 23–25
decoration (seal faces)

Bandlinie: 66
birds: 129, 132–34, 136, 151, 153
borings: 6–7, 64, 66–67, 70–72, 134–35, 171
bovines/bull: 70, 76, 114–16, 121–31, 133–34, 

139, 142, 151–53, 181, 187–88, 190, 192, 
199, 202–03, 205, 212, 219–22, 233, 238

building: 121, 128–29, 135, 141, 151, 153
bull-grappling: 124–25, 131, 142, 151, 190
bull-leaping: 116, 121–25, 129, 137, 139, 151–

53, 181, 187–88, 190, 192, 199, 202–03, 205, 
212, 233, 238

centred-circles ornament: 6–7, 52, 62–64, 66–67
chariot scene/race: 93, 115, 117–20, 124, 132, 

137, 151–53, 188, 190, 192–93, 208–10, 212, 
237–238

combat scene: 109, 137, 188, 192, 234
cross-hatching: 6, 51–52, 61–64, 71, 190
dogs: 114, 128–32, 134, 136–37, 140, 142, 151–

53, 
dolphin: 7, 67–69, 78, 133
double axe: 137–38, 151–53
fish: 6, 64–65, 133–134, 136
four-legged animal/quadruped: 6, 67, 78
griffin (male/female): 67–69, 117, 120, 126, 131–

37, 151, 153
griffin/sphinx: 67–68, 78, 133–36, 153
hatching: 6, 52, 62–63, 66, 78
heraldic (pose): 128, 130, 135–36, 151–53
human figure (male/female): 7, 52, 59, 68–70, 

78, 117, 125, 128, 130, 133, 136–40, 152–53, 
218

hunting scene: 117, 120, 126–28, 132, 136–37, 
139–40, 153

landscape: 70, 119, 125–26, 128, 137
lion/lioness:, 68–69, 114, 119–21, 126–28, 130–

37, 140, 151–53, 172, 188, 222
procession (ritual): 33, 70, 120, 137–38, 151, 

153, 213, 220–21
quatrefoil: 169–70, 175
running spirals: 125, 138, 153
‘sacral knot’: 128, 137–38, 153
scorpion: 170–71
spear/staff: 6, 64, 119, 126, 138–39, 140
‘star of David’: 7, 62–63
‘talismanic’: 6–7, 17, 53, 55, 60, 64–66, 78–79, 

133, 170, 181, 199, 223
 ‘tectonic’: 7, 56, 66, 78, 116, 131, 141–42, 151, 

153, 223
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look-alike seals: 123, 181, 188–92
loomweight (discoid): see, impressed objects
loomweight (melon-shaped/spherical): see, 

impressed objects
loomweights: 18, 155, 162–63, 166–69, 174–75

M
Malia: 64, 127, 130, 133, 138, 142, 145, 147, 163–68, 

170–71, 177–78, 182–83, 226, 231
marble: see, materials (seals)
marble (objects): 12–13, 23, 34–35, 38, 88, 99
‘Master of animals’ pose: 70, 133
materials (seals)

calcareous stone: 7, 59–60, 64, 74, 219
clay: 5, 7, 39–40, 58–60, 70, 72, 76–77, 127
jasper: 6–7, 12, 34, 54, 59–60, 64, 68, 77–78, 223
marble: 22, 59–60
quartz (smoky): 6, 17, 52, 59–60, 74
serpentine: 7, 26, 31, 47, 49, 54, 59–60, 77–78, 

183
soft stone: 6, 13, 50–52, 54, 56, 59–62, 64, 69, 

76–78, 130, 141–42, 168–70, 183, 219, 223
steatite: 6–7, 14, 21, 26, 31, 41, 50, 59–61, 72, 74, 

77, 156, 169–71, 180
tuff: 6, 22, 56, 59–60, 77
volcanic stone: 7, 28, 59–60, 77

Mesopotamia: 69, 76, 119–20, 146, 185, 232
Miletus: 142, 174–75
Mill-Room: see, Complex alpha (a)
Miniature Fresco: 19
Minoan Genius: 132
Mohs scale: 60
Monastiraki: 102, 145, 163
‘Multiple-Sealing-System’ (‘MSS’): 205
Mycenae: 21, 52, 70, 117, 128, 133, 136, 140
Mycenaean: 3, 55, 68, 70, 77, 110, 111, 120, 123, 

125–27, 136, 145, 152, 167, 189, 199, 210, 218

N
Neo-assyrian administration: 232–36
New Pillar Pit (NPP): 1

NPP 1B: 98
NPP 6: 74
NPP 15: 43
NPP 21: 32
NPP 22: 98
NPP 26NE: 6, 14–17, 73
NPP 39: 98
NPP 44: 43, 45

heraldic (pose): see, decoration (seal faces)
‘Hieroglyphic Deposit’: 128, 138, 141–42, 178–79, 

226
hinges (bronze): 90, 95, 108, 146
hoard: 23, 34, 173
House of the anchor: 21–22, 58, 91
House of the Benches: 39
House of the Ladies: 14, 25, 28, 42, 49, 73, 173
House of the Water Spout: 9, 14
human figure: see, decoration (seal faces)
hunting scene: see, decoration (seal faces)

I
impressed objects

loomweight (discoid) I1: 155–58, 162–63, 169–
70, 172–76

loomweight (melon-shaped/spherical) I3: 155, 
160–62, 166–69, 171–76

pithos rim I2: 155, 157–60, 164–66, 170–76
ink: 148, 185
ivory: 45, 50, 56, 58, 61, 87–88, 171–72

j
jasper: see, materials (seals)

K
keybearer: 218
‘Kitchen’: see, Building Eta (H)
Knossos: 21, 53, 62, 66, 68, 76, 79, 90, 94, 108–11, 

117, 119–20, 123, 125–28, 130, 132–42, 145, 
149, 151–53, 167–70, 173, 177–79, 183, 185–88, 
192, 194, 196–97, 212, 219–22, 226, 231, 236

Kouretes Street: 93

L
landscape: see, decoration (seal faces)
lattice (seal face decoration): 72
leather/parchment: 90, 101–07, 113, 147–49, 200–

03, 206, 216–17, 225–31, 234–35, 237
lentoid: see, shapes (seals)
‘Lilies Room’: see, Spring Fresco
Linear a script: 85, 87, 92–94, 100, 107, 109, 112–13, 

115, 141–45, 148, 164, 173, 176, 178, 180, 182, 
185–86, 226–28

Linear B script: 99, 125, 145, 185, 216–19
lion/lioness: see, decoration (seal faces)
loincloth: 70, 122, 125, 138



seals, sealings and seal impressions from akrotiri in thera400

polyparathyron (pier-and-window partition): 10, 92
polythyron (pier-and-door partition): 27, 41, 92
‘Porter’s Lodge’: see, Building Eta (H)
prisms (seal/sealing shape): 62, 76, 105, 166, 171, 

178, 184, 186, 202
procession (ritual): see, decoration (seal faces)
pseudo-spray: see, decoration (seal faces), 

‘talismanic’
pumice: see, volcanic materials
Pylos: 3, 90, 120, 123, 125, 128, 145–46, 152, 199, 

217
pyramidoid: 50, 61

Q
quadruped: see, decoration (seal faces)
quartz: see, materials (seals)
quatrefoil: see, decoration (seal faces)

R
‘replica’ rings: 2, 123, 186–94, 202
rhyton/-a: 12–13, 26, 33–34, 37, 45, 85, 88
rite (dedicatory, of passage): 18, 123, 139
rock crystal: 60
rock-cut chambers: see, underground, rock-cut 

chambers
roundel: 100, 108–09, 115, 127, 130, 133, 147, 149, 

178, 180–83, 185–87, 225
running spirals: see, decoration (seal faces)

S
‘sacral knot’: see, decoration (seal faces)
‘Sacrificial Fire” (pyra): 23
schist: 12, 61, 166–167
scorpion: see, decoration (seal faces)
scribe: 115, 145, 173, 199, 218, 224, 226–28, 231
seal

definition: 5
S1–S16: 2, 5–7, 219
S1: 5, 6, 8–13, 49–50, 53–54, 60, 64–65, 73–74, 

77–78
S2: 5, 6, 8–13, 50, 54, 60, 64–65, 73–74, 77–78, 

219
S3: 5, 6, 14–17, 50–51, 59–63, 73–74, 76, 216
S4: 5, 6, 17–19, 50–53, 59–60, 64–65, 73–74, 

77–78
S5: 5, 6, 19–22, 50–52, 59–60, 62–63, 73–75, 78
S6: 5, 6, 21–23, 50, 54, 60, 67, 74, 77–78, 219
S7: 5, 6, 21–23, 50, 56–57, 59–60, 70–71, 74, 

NPP 44a: 6, 43–46, 73
NPP 58a: 74
NPP 61N: 162
NPP 62: 160–162
NPP 64: 81–83, 90, 95–99, 115–16
NPP 64a: 82–83, 95, 157–60
NPP 67: 6, 17–19, 73
NPP 68a: 98
NPP 73: 98
NPP 74: 6, 8–13
NPP 76: 98
NPP 78: 98
NPP 78a: 98
NPP 80: 36

nodule: see, sealing
Northern Sector: see, Complex alpha (a)

O
ochre: 155

P
Palaikastro: 117, 163, 168
palm-leaf: 102
pans: see, balance pans/set (bronze)
papyrus: 102, 109, 179, 185, 217, 227–30
parchment: see, leather
pendant (seal/sealing): 49, 76, 101, 108, 222
pendant vertical plate: see, shapes (seals)
Petras: 76, 145, 164, 168, 231
Petschaft: see, shapes (seals)
Phaistos: 52, 62, 64, 69, 76, 102, 112, 128, 130–31, 

135–36, 141–42, 145, 152, 169, 178, 186–87, 
192, 217, 226, 231–32

Phaistos sealing deposit: see, Archivio di Cretule
pier-and-door partition: see, polythyron
pier-and-window partition: see, polyparathyron
Pillar Pit (PP): 1

PP 2: 43
PP 4: 38
PP 17: 6, 23–25
PP 21: 30; see also, NPP 21
PP 44: 43
PP 47: 38–40
PP 48: 38–39
PP 64: 95–96; see also, NPP 64
PP 74: 10; see also, NPP 74

pintaderas: 59
Pithoi Storeroom: see, Complex alpha (a)
pithos rim: see, impressed objects
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N70: 110–11, 149
N74: 81, 87, 93, 101, 112–13, 150
N75: 81, 90, 95, 114–15, 134, 136, 150–51
paste (clay): 194–97, 200, 202–03, 230–31
types: 99–115

direct (N74): 90, 100–02, 112–15, 134–35, 
147, 150–51, 167, 178, 211, 217, 232

flat-based (N1–N68): 81, 90, 94, 100–07, 
110–11, 114–15, 125, 130–31, 133, 135, 
138, 140–41, 146–52, 178–86, 189–92, 
194–95, 200–12, 225–27, 230–38

nodulus (N75): 99–102, 114–15, 117, 136, 
145–46, 150–51, 179, 181–82, 184–86

single-hole hanging (N69): 21, 90, 100–02, 
107–11, 114–15, 125–26, 142, 147, 149, 
151, 178, 180–81, 186, 225, 232

two-hole hanging (N70): 90, 100–02, 107–
11, 115, 125, 141, 147, 149, 178–80, 186, 
191, 225, 232

Sector alpha (a): see, Complex alpha (a)
Sector Delta (Δ): see, Complex Delta (Δ)
serpentine: see, materials (seals)
sewer/sewage system: 22–25, 43–45
shapes (seals)

amygdaloid: 6, 17–18, 21, 49–53, 64–65, 74, 77, 
199, 126, 138, 142

cushion: 21, 49, 77, 106–07, 123, 129, 131–32, 
141–42, 153, 211–12, 220

disc: 6–7, 41, 49–50, 54–56, 69–71, 76–77
discoid: 6–7, 21, 50–52, 54, 56, 62–63, 76–77, 

142
disc-shaped lentoid: 7, 54, 67
lentoid(s): 6–7, 12–13, 22, 26, 31, 34, 49–50, 53–

54, 56, 64–65, 67–69, 77–78, 119, 127–28, 
132–35, 156, 167, 219–20, 223

pendant vertical plate: 6–7, 14, 50–51, 56–58, 
60–61, 63, 71–72, 74, 76, 222

Petschaft: 7, 44, 46, 50–52, 60, 62–64, 68, 74, 76, 
219, 222

signet ring: 2, 52, 70, 76–77, 106-07, 114, 119, 
123, 130, 137–38, 151–52, 187, 189–90, 192, 
199, 208, 218–19, 231, 233, 237

stamp seal: 7, 50, 58–59, 71–72, 76, 127, 232, 234
signet ring: see, shapes (seals)
single-hole hanging nodule: see, sealing (types)
‘Single-Sealing-System’ (‘SSS’): 205
Sklavokambos: 82, 94, 118, 120, 123–24, 135, 151–

53, 177, 183–85, 187–88, 192–93, 205, 209, 210, 
224, 226, 231

spear/staff: see, decoration (seal faces)
sphinx: see, decoration (seal faces)
spray: see, decoration (seal faces), ‘talismanic’

76–77, 222
S8: 5, 6, 23–25, 50, 56–60, 71–72, 74, 76–77, 222
S9: 5, 7, 25–27, 34, 50, 54, 60, 67, 73–74, 77–78, 

156, 219
S10: 5, 7, 25, 27–30, 50, 57–60, 71–74, 76–77, 

222
S11: 5, 7, 25, 30–33, 50, 53–54, 60, 64–65, 74–

75, 77–78
S12: 5, 7, 25, 33–38, 50, 54, 60, 67–69, 74–75, 

77–78
S13: 5, 7, 38–40, 50, 58–61, 71–72, 74, 76–77, 

222
S14: 5, 7, 38, 41–43, 50, 54–55, 60, 69–70, 73–

75, 77–78
S15: 5, 7, 43–46, 50–52, 59–60, 62–64, 73–74, 

219, 222
S16: 5, 7–8, 47–49, 50, 55–56, 60, 77–78

seal bearer: 109, 150, 173, 187, 190, 199–200, 202, 
211, 215, 217

seal owner: 151, 187, 199, 212
sealing

definition: 5
‘Group 1’: 200–04, 208–11, 231
‘Group 2’: 200–04, 208–11
hoard/batch: 82–83, 89, 94, 106–07, 110, 113, 

121, 124, 143–44, 146, 149, 153, 183, 194, 
203, 225, 230

N1–N75: 2, 81–83, 100, 195, 219
N1: 118
N2: 103–04, 118
N3: 118
N4: 148
N6: 106–07
N10: 115–16
N13: 94
N14: 94
N15: 94, 106–07, 121
N18: 103, 148, 201
N21: 148
N24: 121, 148, 201
N32: 103–04
N33: 103–04
N38: 103–04
N39: 107
N40: 103–04
N44: 103–04
N48: 107, 201
N50: 201
N54: 202
N62: 115–16
N68: 115–16
N69: 107–09, 149
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v
vapheio: 119, 125–27, 133, 136, 140
‘villa’: 181, 183–85, 224
volcanic Destruction Layer (vDL): 1, 73, 76, 77, 81, 

155, 163, 174, 222
volcanic materials

aspa/volcanic ash: 22, 34, 36, 64, 84, 93
crust: 13
pumice: 1, 13, 21, 26, 34, 49, 74, 81, 95, 98, 156–

57, 166–67, 219
volcanic stone: see, materials (seals)

W
wall paintings: 19, 26, 38–39, 41–42, 45, 48–49, 53, 

55, 76–77, 84, 91, 120, 122–23, 125, 127–28, 138, 
144, 152–53, 173, 213, 218–24

warp-weighted loom: 162, 174
weights: 28, 33–34, 75, 87, 95, 97–99, 145
Western Quarters: see, Complex alpha (a)
West House: 6, 19–23, 25, 28, 33, 46, 73–75, 88, 155, 

174
whirl: see, decoration (seal faces)
wooden box: 88, 90, 95, 98–99, 114, 146
wooden (various items): 45, 84–85, 87–89, 90–91, 

194
writing: 90, 99, 102, 112, 148, 173, 185, 197, 218, 

226–30, 233–34, 238

X
Xeste ante-chamber: see, Complex Delta (Δ)
Xeste Delta (Δ): see, Complex Delta (Δ)
Xeste 2: 81, 95, 100, 157, 160
Xeste 3: 7, 25, 28, 33, 38–43, 55, 69, 73–75, 91–93, 

99, 144, 155, 221–22
Xeste 4: 45, 92–93, 160–61, 221
Xeste 5: 17, 23–25

Z
Zakros: 68, 70, 79, 90, 93–94, 105–06, 108, 110–11, 

114, 123–24, 127, 132–34, 136, 138–39, 142, 
147, 152, 168, 170, 177–80, 185–92, 194, 196–
07, 200, 202, 205–08, 224, 226–27, 231

Spring Fresco: 84, 173
Square of the Benches: 7, 38–40
Square of the Double Horns: 91–92
‘squatters’: 1, 36, 92, 95–98, 174: see also, troglodytic 

installation
stamp seal: see, shapes (seals)
stamping partners: 142, 147–48, 188, 203, 208, 210, 

231, 237
‘star of David’: see, decoration (seal faces)
steatite: see, materials (seals)
stopper (jar): 21, 166–67
strainer (jug): 12, 34, 95, 97, 180
stucco: see, wall paintings
style groups (seal decoration)

Central Crete Ornamental: 62
jasper Lion Master: 69, 134–35
Malia/Eastern Crete Steatite Prisms: 171
‘Malia workshop’: 168
Parading Lions: 130, 172
‘talismanic’: see, decoration (seal faces)
‘tectonic’: see, decoration (seal faces)

Sunken House: see, Complex alpha (a)

T
tablets (clay): 85, 87, 90, 92–94, 99–100, 109, 112–

13, 143–46, 148, 150, 173, 180, 182, 185–86, 199, 
216–17, 225–28, 232–33

tablets (wooden): 90
‘talismanic’: see, decoration (seal faces)
taphonomic conditions: 1, 52, 54, 72, 219
Taureador Frescoes: 123
‘tectonic’: see, decoration (seal faces)
Telchines Road: 22
Tell el-Dab‘a: 76, 128, 219, 221–22, 232
‘telephone receiver’ (seal shape): 72
tesem-dogs: 132
tête-bêche (head-to-tail): 6, 64–65, 114, 134
thalassocracy: 236–38
touchstone: 95, 99
tree: see, decoration (seal faces)
Triangle Square: 6, 21–23, 43
troglodytic installation: 39. See also, ‘squatters’
‘tubular drill’: see, centred-circles ornament
tuff: see, materials (seals)
tuff (object of): 18
two-hole hanging nodule: see, sealing (types)

U
underground, rock-cut chambers: 5, 14–17, 23, 73, 

155




