
This monograph on the seals and seal-related material from Akrotiri is the conclusion of 
my involvement with the excavation over many years. I arrived at Akrotiri on October 2000 
in order to participate in the excavation for the pillar pits for the new shelter of the site, with 
absolutely no idea of how my involvement would develop in subsequent years. First and 
foremost C. Doumas, director of the excavation, is to be thanked for entrusting me with 
this material, which, even amidst the abundant archaeological material that Akrotiri has 
generated, stands out and is fundamental for our understanding of the latest phase in the 
life of the settlement. In addition, on a personal level, his and his family’s hospitality and 
warmth have been a steady reference point in my life. Throughout the excavation and in 
the following years the precious friendships and collaborations that arose from my belong-
ing to the wider Akrotiri Excavations family have been unique and irreplaceable, and this 
is all thanks to him as the head of this family. Akrotiri took me on a journey that began in 
Santorini, with stop overs in Athens, Crete, Marburg and Oxford, took me to Vienna and 
had me land in Heidelberg, where my manuscript found a welcoming home.

The conservation of the clay sealings had already been completed when I first handled 
them in 2003. The craftsmanship of the late conservator I. Michailides, who undertook the 
on-site recovery, and that of the conservators P. Aggelides, S. Dimopoulou and V. Dimi-
tropoulos, who later undertook their meticulous assembling in the conservation lab, is to 
be thanked for the excellent state of preservation and survival of this fragile material. The 
excavation photographer D. Sakatzis is responsible for a number of the photographs of 
seals and sealings taken at my request, especially of the back and the generally neglected 
sides of these objects. To A. Devetzi, L. Valassi and S. Vakirtzi I extend my warmest thanks, 
since they doubled in their capacity of administrative and archaeological staff of the exca-
vation offices and archives; to A. Devetzi, I am also indebted for her patience in discussing 
matters pertaining to archaeological contexts and her invaluable assistance in identifying 
seal stone materials.

My study benefitted enormously from the examination of comparative material (Neopa-
latial Cretan sealings from a number of different sites in Crete) in the Museum of Herak-
leion (2009), the Chania Ephorate of Antiquities (2010), as well as the Ashmolean Museum 
in Oxford (2014). The directors and staff of the respective institutions are to be thanked 
for allowing me access and for facilitating my study in every possible way. My indebted-
ness extends naturally to the Ephorate of Antiquities of the Cyclades, and in particular the 
archaeologist M. Efstathiou, for allowing me (and, in due course, also M. Anastasiadou) to 
examine and photograph the Akrotiri material in their care, on repeated occasions both in 
the Museum of Prehistoric Thera in Fira as well as in the excavation storerooms. Finally, 
I am and will remain grateful to the late P. Carlier, through whose decisive intervention I 
was granted access to visit the Law University Library of the University of Nancy in France 
(2010), where manuscripts, drawings and photographs of finds from the French excava-
tions at Akrotiri in the 19th century are to be found as part of the personal archive of É. 
Burnouf, then director of the French School; the further intervention of F. Rougemont, P. 
Darcque and A. Boucher also secured me access to copies of the manuscripts.
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senior post-doctoral position that allowed me to spend two years (2012–14) at the Institute 
of Classical Archaeology in the University of Vienna, under the discrete supervision of F. 
Blakolmer; indeed the sections regarding the remarkable iconography, which often defies 
easy interpretation, have been greatly enhanced thanks to Viennese influences and eye-
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