
This monograph on the seals and seal-related material from akrotiri is the conclusion of 
my involvement with the excavation over many years. I arrived at akrotiri on October 2000 
in order to participate in the excavation for the pillar pits for the new shelter of the site, with 
absolutely no idea of how my involvement would develop in sub sequent years. First and 
foremost C. Doumas, director of the excavation, is to be thanked for entrusting me with 
this material, which, even amidst the abundant archaeological material that akrotiri has 
generated, stands out and is fundamental for our understanding of the latest phase in the 
life of the settlement. In addition, on a personal level, his and his family’s hospitality and 
warmth have been a steady reference point in my life. Throughout the excavation and in 
the following years the precious friendships and collaborations that arose from my belong-
ing to the wider akrotiri Excavations family have been unique and irreplaceable, and this 
is all thanks to him as the head of this family. akrotiri took me on a journey that began in 
Santorini, with stop overs in athens, Crete, Marburg and Oxford, took me to vienna and 
had me land in Heidelberg, where my manuscript found a welcoming home.

The conservation of the clay sealings had already been completed when I first handled 
them in 2003. The craftsmanship of the late conservator I. Michailides, who undertook the 
on-site recovery, and that of the conservators P. aggelides, S. Dimopoulou and v. Dimi-
tropoulos, who later undertook their meticulous assembling in the conservation lab, is to 
be thanked for the excellent state of preservation and survival of this fragile material. The 
excavation photographer D. Sakatzis is responsible for a number of the photographs of 
seals and sealings taken at my request, especially of the back and the generally neglected 
sides of these objects. To a. Devetzi, L. valassi and S. vakirtzi I extend my warmest thanks, 
since they doubled in their capacity of administrative and archaeological staff of the exca-
vation offices and archives; to a. Devetzi, I am also indebted for her patience in discussing 
matters pertaining to archaeological contexts and her invaluable assistance in identifying 
seal stone materials.

My study benefitted enormously from the examination of comparative material (Neopa-
latial Cretan sealings from a number of different sites in Crete) in the Museum of Herak-
leion (2009), the Chania Ephorate of antiquities (2010), as well as the ashmolean Museum 
in Oxford (2014). The directors and staff of the respective institutions are to be thanked 
for allowing me access and for facilitating my study in every possible way. My indebted-
ness extends naturally to the Ephorate of antiquities of the Cyclades, and in particular the 
archaeologist M. Efstathiou, for allowing me (and, in due course, also M. anastasiadou) to 
examine and photograph the akrotiri material in their care, on repeated occasions both in 
the Museum of Prehistoric Thera in Fira as well as in the excavation storerooms. Finally, 
I am and will remain grateful to the late P. Carlier, through whose decisive intervention I 
was granted access to visit the Law University Library of the University of Nancy in France 
(2010), where manuscripts, drawings and photographs of finds from the French excava-
tions at akrotiri in the 19th century are to be found as part of the personal archive of É. 
Burnouf, then director of the French School; the further intervention of F. Rougemont, P. 
Darcque and a. Boucher also secured me access to copies of the manuscripts.
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opening discussions. I am additionally obliged to the consecutive directors of the Institute, 
M. Meyer and G. Schörner, for welcoming me in vienna and making sure I had everything 
that was necessary for my research. The austrian Fonds zur Förderung der wissenschaft-
lichen Forschung is to be thanked for the financial support during my stay in vienna, as well 
as towards the publication of this book in particular (FWF, Projekte M1427 und PUB303).

I am and will remain indebted to I. Pini, O. Krzyszkowska, F. Blakolmer and C. Dou-
mas, who proofread the manuscript initially, as well as j. Bennet and C. Macdonald, who 
took it up at a later (but not the latest) stage. The final version benefitted greatly from an 
exhaustive review once more by the editors. The corrections, suggestions and questions 
of these reviewers decidedly improved the quality of this monograph; omissions and mis-
takes, some of them against my reviewers’ better judgement, remain stubbornly my own. 

Seeing the end result, I have come to realize that none of the above would have been pos-
sible without M. anastasiadou, whose hard work and unwavering dedication made her the 
natural conductor of the book’s orchestra. I am also thankful to S. Lieberknecht, v. Ronchi 
and a. Theodoropoulou for the drawings of seal faces and impressions previously unpub-
lished. To the research assistants involved in various stages of the publication process, D. 
antypas, a. Scognamiglio, S. Tuppat and D. Wolf, some of whom I was never even able to 
meet, I extend not only my gratitude for their contribution, but also my wishes for a future 
that corresponds to their high level of commitment and punctuality. The last word belongs 
to N. valasiadis for his contribution in setting up the book in its current form. 



acknowledgementsxiv

Last but not least, I would like to express my love and appreciation for my family (its living 
and deceased members), as well as my extended family of friends and colleagues for their 
moral support all these years, and for having faith in me in a firm and at times unfounded 
manner. You know who you are, and I would have achieved nothing without you.

artemis Karnava 
Berlin, 24/8/2018




