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Abstract

The scant sample of Macaca sylvanus from the Early Pleistocene locality of Untermassfeld (Thuringia, Ger-
many) is increased by the recent finds of a deciduous right upper incisor and a left maxillary fragment bear-
ing a partial tooth row with P3-M2 preserved. The material is described; it brings the number of recorded 
individuals to at least three. We refrain from giving a subspecific name for the Untermassfeld macaques due 
to the large overlap in size among European fossil records. Macaca sylvanus is among the least recorded 
large mammal species of the Untermassfeld fauna; their tree- and rock-climbing behaviour probably let 
them escape from occasional flooding.

1. Introduction

Barbary apes or macaques (Macaca sylvanus) are a rare but not uncommon element of many Early, Middle 
and even Late Pleistocene mammal faunas of the western Palaearctic (e.g., Kahlke 1961, 503; Franzen 
1973; Delson 1974; 1980; Adam 1975; Fladerer 1991; Alba et al. 2008; 2011; 2016; Castaños et al. 2011; 
Sardella et al. 2015; Reumer et al. 2018). In all of the corresponding sites, macaque remains occurred in 
small numbers only and usually represent not more than one or a few single individuals.
After Thenius (1965) announced the identification of a Macaca phalanx from the early Middle Pleistocene 
of Voigtstedt as the first proof of a fossil macaque in Central Germany, Kahlke (1982, 943) reported the 
occurrence of this genus at the newly discovered site of Untermassfeld. A third, stratigraphically younger 
find from Central Germany was mentioned by Mania (1983, 159) from the late Middle Pleistocene of Bil-
zingsleben. Zapfe (2001) was the first to describe the Macaca excavated at Untermassfeld during the late 
1970s and 1984.

2. Previous finds

After the discovery of the site of Untermassfeld in 1978, systematic excavations have been carried out in ex-
tended annual campaigns (Kahlke 1997; 2001a; 2001b; 2020). The unusually high concentration of verte-
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brate carcasses and other necromass incorporated in fluviatile sediments was induced by the accumulating 
effect of a clastic mudflow fan influencing the riverine water flow (Ellenberg and Kahlke 1997; Kahlke et al. 
2020). The huge amount of vertebrate remains from Untermassfeld represent one single contemporaneous 
fauna, assigned to Marine Isotope Stage (MIS) 31 (Kahlke 2001c; 2006; Maul et al. 2007; Kahlke et al. 
2020; in this volume).§
The first Macaca finds from Untermassfeld occurred during the 1979 field season. These are five elements [C 
inf. dex. IQW 1980/16566 (Mei. 16087)b, I1 dex. IQW 1980/16566 (Mei. 16087)a, P4 dex. IQW 1980/16566 
(Mei. 16087)c, M1 dex. IQW 1980/16566 (Mei. 16087)d, M3 dex. IQW 1980/16566 (Mei. 16087)e, Zapfe 
2001], which were recovered during rescue excavations (Kahlke 1997; 2001c, Fig. 8; 2006, Fig. 41). Their 
origin was most probably from the main bone bed of the site, the lower part of the Upper Fluviatile Sands 
[UFS(l); Kahlke 2006; Kahlke et al. 2020], that form the infill of an erosional channel. Another early macaque 
find, a relatively large M3 dex. [IQW 1984/20021 (Mei 16541), Zapfe 2001], was found on 16 August 1984 
in grid square Q 501, 0.08m above the site’s 0-level (Kahlke 2001c, supplement IX). This fossil certainly 
originates from the UFS(l). Following Zapfe (2001, 890) the hitherto discovered dental elements represent 
at least one male and one female individual.

3. New finds

3.1. Discoveries

During recent excavations, two additional Macaca specimens came to light. A deciduous right upper inci-
sor IQW 2011/32185 (Mei. 31349) was found on 08 July 2010 in grid square Q 38, 2.42m below the 
site’s 0-level. A left maxillary fragment bearing a partial tooth row with P3-M2 preserved IQW 2013/41540 
(Mei. 36886) appeared on 12 June 2012 in grid square Q 609, 1.99m below the site’s 0-level. Like the pre-
vious finds, both specimens originate from the channel filling of the site, i. e., from the fossil bearing lower 
part of the Upper Fluviatile Sands [UFS(l)].§
For comparison we studied and measured material of extant Macaca sylvanus from the collections of the 
Institute of Special Zoology and Evolutionary Biology (Phyletisches Museum) of the Friedrich-Schiller-Univer-
sität Jena (PMJ) and a fossil from the private collection of Mr. and Mrs. Verhulsdonk, Nijmegen, The Nether-
lands (described in Reumer et al. 2018).

3.2. Description

3.2.1. Right upper milk incisor
This is a rootless deciduous incisor (Fig. 1), which was most probably naturally shed during tooth replace-
ment. The incisal edge is sharp and bears a minute central boss (crenulation) that is slightly worn. The crown 
has a maximum mesio-distal width of 5.1mm, lingual height 6.2mm, buccal height 6.1mm, maximum 
lingual-buccal thickness 4.1mm. After the affiliation to a cervid was excluded (pers. comm. M. Breda to 
R.-D. K., November 2016), we compared the specimen with deciduous incisors of several neonate bovids 
and with that of extant macaques. The resemblance in both shape and size allows the identification of the 
tooth as a Macaca sylvanus right dI1.
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3.2.2. Left maxillary fragment with P3-M2

This maxilla (Fig. 2) is of a subadult individual; its permanent premolars are entirely erupted, but the roots 
of M2 are still in the process of being formed and not yet fully developed. There is no detectable wear. All 
preserved elements, including P3 and P4, have three roots, one lingual and two buccal. Slight cingular struc-
tures can be discerned on the mesio-lingual side of the molars, most clearly so in M2. Both M1 and M2 have 
a mesial (anterior) fovea that is slightly more pronounced than the distal (posterior) one. Measurements are 
given in Tables 1–4 [L – length; W – maximum width; MW – mesial (anterior) width; DW – distal (posterior) 
width]; comparative measurements of the Quibas sample follow Alba et al. (2011).

Fig. 1 Macaca sylvanus (Linnaeus), Untermass-
feld. – a–d Right deciduous upper incisor (dI1 dex.) 
IQW 2011/32185 (Mei. 31349), buccal, distal, lin-
gual, mesial views. 

Fig. 2 Macaca sylvanus (Linnaeus), Untermass-
feld.  – a–e Left maxillary fragment IQW 2013/
41540 (Mei. 36886) with P3-M2, occlusal, buccal, 
lingual, mesial, distal views. – Scale: 10mm.
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specimen L W

IQW 2013/41540 (Mei. 36886), sin. 4.9 6.7
PMJ, Mam. 8020, sin. 5.4 6.7
PMJ, Mam. 8020, dex. 5.5 6.4
PMJ, Mam. 8021, sin. 5.3 6.5
PMJ, Mam. 8021, dex. 5.0 6.5
PMJ, Mam. 7387, sin. 5.5 6.4
PMJ, Mam. 7387, dex. 5.3 6.2
Quibas, GCP-CV4055, dex. 5.5 6.3
Quibas, Q05-Ec-87, dex. 5.2 6.3
Quibas, Q05-Ec-88, dex. 5.6 6.9

specimen L W

IQW 2013/41540 (Mei. 36886), sin. 5.8 6.9
PMJ, Mam. 8020, sin. 5.7 7.0
PMJ, Mam. 8020, dex. 5.4 7.2
PMJ, Mam. 8021, sin. 5.4 7.2
PMJ, Mam. 8021, dex. 5.2 7.0
PMJ, Mam. 7387, sin. 5.8 6.7
PMJ, Mam. 7387, dex. 5.4 6.7
Quibas, GCP-CV4055, dex. 5.3 6.8
Quibas, Q05-Ec-87, dex. 5.1 6.7

specimen L MW DW

IQW 2013/41540 (Mei. 36886), sin. 8.3 7.7 7.3
PMJ, Mam. 8020, sin. 8.0 7.0 6.4
PMJ, Mam. 8020, dex. 8.2 7.0 6.5
PMJ, Mam. 8021, sin. 7.7 7.0 6.4
PMJ, Mam. 8021, dex. 7.5 7.3 6.5
PMJ, Mam. 7387, sin. 8.6
PMJ, Mam. 7387, dex. 8.2 7.5 6.7
Quibas, GCP-CV4054, dex. 8.9 8.5 8.3
Quibas, Q05-Ec-87, dex. 8.4 8.0
Quibas, Q05-Ec-88, dex. 8.0 7.9 7.8

specimen L MW DW

IQW 2013/41540 (Mei. 36886), sin. 9.6 8.8 8.2
Coll. Verhulsdonk, 00177 HvH, dex. 8.9 8.3 7.8
PMJ, Mam. 8020, sin. 9.7 8.5 7.5
PMJ, Mam. 8020, dex. 9.6 8.7 7.6
PMJ, Mam. 8021, sin. 9.1 8.8 7.3
PMJ, Mam. 8021, dex. 8.9 8.6 7.4
PMJ, Mam. 7387, sin. 9.4 8.7 7.7
PMJ, Mam. 7387, dex. 9.2 8.6 7.9
Quibas, GCP-CV4054, dex. 9.1 8.9 7.7
Quibas, Q03-E-155b, sin. 9.8 9.6 8.5
Quibas, Q03-E-155a, dex. 9.6 9.3 8.3
Quibas, Q05-Ec-87, dex. 9.5 9.1 8.5
Quibas, Q05-Ec-88, dex. 9.2 9.5 8.6

Table 1 P3 measurements (mm) of Macaca sylvanus. 

Table 2 P4 measurements (mm) of Macaca sylvanus. 

Table 3 M1 measurements (mm) of Macaca sylvanus. 

Table 4 M2 measurements (mm) of Macaca sylvanus.
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4. Comparison and taxonomy

Order Primates Linnaeus, 1758
Suborder Haplorrhini Pocock, 1918
Parvorder Catarrhini É. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1812
Family Cercopithecidae Gray, 1821 
Genus Macaca Lacépède, 1799
Macaca sylvanus (Linnaeus, 1758)
§
The literature provides ample discussions about the taxonomy of Pliocene to extant European macaques 
(e.g., Delson 1980; Fa 1989). Three fossil subspecies are commonly recognised from continental Europe 
(Szalay and Delson 1979; Sardella et al. 2015). There is a large overlap in sizes and no diagnostically clear-
cut morphological difference between Pliocene Macaca sylvanus prisca Gervais, 1859, Late Plio- to Early 
Pleistocene M.  sylvanus florentina (Cocchi, 1872), Middle-Late Pleistocene M.  sylvanus pliocena Owen, 
1846 and recent M. sylvanus sylvanus. In this framework Castaños et al. (2011, 819) noted the following 
about their Late Pleistocene M. sylvanus from Lezetxiki II cave: »The comparative morphometric study of the 
teeth with those of Plio-Pleistocene fossils and a sample of modern female macaques confirms the great size 
variability of this species and the absence of reliable criteria for the attribution of the specimen to either of 
the two subspecies recorded from the Pleistocene«. Similar remarks about the taxonomy were made earlier 
by Fladerer (1991), Rook et al. (2001), Zapfe (2001), and Alba et al. (2008; 2011). A complete revision of 
Plio-Pleistocene European Macaca is, however, well beyond the scope of the present paper. Here, we adhere 
with the near common opinion that European macaques, including the Untermassfeld material, belong to 
Macaca sylvanus; we wish to refrain from giving or suggesting any closer subspecific identification (for a 
discussion on the matter see also Reumer et al. 2018).

5. Discussion

5.1. Abundance of Macaca in the Untermassfeld fossil record

The fine scale documented field work at the site has produced a total of 14,291 large mammal remains (as 
of 01 July 2020). From this material altogether eight macaque fossils were identified (see sections 2. and 3.), 
which represent less than 0.06% of the total. According to the discovered number of specimens, macaques 
are among the least recorded large mammal species of the Untermassfeld fauna [for minimum numbers of 
individuals (MNI) see Kahlke 2006, Table 9; in this volume, Table 8]. Most probably all finds originate from 
the same sedimentological unit, the UFS(l) (see sections 2. and 3.1.). This means the individual elements 
were deposited at the site during one single inundation event (on the origin of the Untermassfeld than-
atocoenosis see Kahlke 2001c; 2006; Kahlke et al. 2020; in this volume). However, this does not prove a 
common date of death for the detected individuals with permanent dentition.§
The isolated dI1 (see section 3.2.1.) is evidently of a juvenile monkey. Furthermore, we have two right lower 
third molars, of two separate individuals of both sexes. These two molars are unworn, while the available M1

IQW 1980/16566 (Mei. 16087)d is well worn. The other elements (upper tooth row, lower incisor, canine 
and premolar) can theoretically be combined with any of the mentioned third molars to form the remains of 
two individuals. The MNI is therefore three, including the juvenile. The actual number of individuals might 
be four if we consider the worn M1 to originate from a different individual than the two third molars.
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5.2. Habitat

Present-day Barbary macaques live preferably in mountainous areas with diverse vegetation, such as Medi-
terranean shrub (maquis), oak forests or conifer stands. The majority of animals nowadays live in stands 
of Atlas cedar (Cedrus atlantica), or in dryer ecosystems with dwarf palms (Chamaerops humilis) and oak 
(Quercus) (Blanco 1998). Blanco (l.c.) also mentioned the fact that the present habitat preference of ma-
caques is the result of human persecution. This effect was absent during the Pleistocene, allowing for a 
broader habitat range. Haltenorth and Diller (1977) mentioned their preference for a rocky environment 
and forest with little undergrowth and noted that they prefer to sit in elevated spots as it »makes them feel 
safer«.§
Near the site of Untermassfeld, along the flanks of the Werra river valley, there were rocky outcrops of Mid-
dle Triassic limestone (see geological map in Ellenberg and Kahlke 1997, Fig. 4) that could have been used 
by the animals. In addition, trees of a riparian forest (palaeolandscape reconstruction in Kahlke 2001c, 983; 
2006, 87f.; in this volume, 1719f.) could have served the same purpose. Because of their climbing abilities, 
macaques were only marginally endangered by the inundation of the river valley and therefore only rarely 
represented in the thanatocoenosis.

6. Conclusions

Macaca sylvanus was a rare but palaeoecologically interesting element of the Untermassfeld fauna. Here 
we describe the latest finds, a right upper milk incisor, dI1, and a left upper partial tooth row with P3-M2. 
The species found suitable conditions to inhabit the valley flanks and the riparian forest habitats along the 
Werra river. The macaques’ tree- and rock-climbing behavior led to a low risk during riverine floods and thus 
to a relatively low representation in the preserved necromass. The new finds raise the number of recorded 
individuals to at least three.
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