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Introduction

Besides inscriptions and the fi ve known mili-
tary diplomas1, numerous early militaria fi nds 
from non-military contexts indicate the impor-
tance of the Balaton region with its Mediterra-
nean-like climate conditions among the auxilia-
ry and legionary veterans (Fig. 1)2. They began 
to settle here as early as the second half of the 
1st century AD. This tendency is clearly shown 
by an early Flavian niello-inlaid belt plate and 
an apron fi tting3 from the territory of a villa set-
tlement at Nemesvámos-Balácapuszta (County 
Veszprém, H, see Figs. 2,3–4)4. The cingulum 
with apron can be directly or indirectly connect-
ed with the semi-subterranean houses under 
the fi rst villa building no. XIII5. These dwellings 
of local type can be dated to the last decades of 
the 1st or at the latest the beginning of the 2nd 
century by several fragments of tardo Padana 

1 For the military diplomas of the Balaton region, see 
comprehensively: MRÁV/VIDA 2010, 156–158.

2 A. MÓCSY, Die Bevölkerung von Pannonien bis zu 
den Markomannenkriegen (Budapest 1959) 40 f.; 
D. GABLER, A Balatontól északra levő terület római-
kori településtörténetének néhány kérdése (Einige 
Frage über die Geschichte der römischen Siedlun-
gen auf dem Territorium nördlich von Balaton). 
Veszprém Megyei Múz. Közl. 19–20, 1993–1994 
(1994) 149–151; IDEM, Die ländliche Besiedlung Ober-
pannoniens. In: H. Bender/H. Wolff (eds), Ländliche 
Besiedlung und Landwirtschaft in den Rhein-Donau-
provinzen des römischen Reiches. Passauer Univer-
sitätsschr. z. Arch. 2, 1994, 377–419 here 394; MRÁV 
2008, 289. 

3 An analogous apron terminal was published from 
Abusina (Eining/D): M. GSCHWIND, Abusina. Das 
römische Auxiliarkastell Eining an der Donau vom 
1. bis 5. Jahrhundert n. Chr. (München 2004) 310
Ktnr. C60, Taf. 27,C60. 

4 MRÁV 2008, 279–294.
5 CSIRKE 2005, 25–51; MRÁV 2008, 288 f.

terra sigillata vessels of the Consp. 39/43 form 
collected from their infi ll6. With the help of the 
fi ttings, which belonged to a military belt, and 
the semi-subterranean dwellings the beginning 
of the later villa can be reconstructed, which 
developed from a veteran settlement. The same 
process took place in the case of the villa estate 
at Gyulafi rátót-Pogánytelek (County Veszprém, 
H), where the existence of a veteran settlement 
in the pre-villa phase7, i.e. in the late 1st century 
AD, is not only proven by Po valley and south-
ern Gaulish terra sigillata fragments, but also by 
a military belt buckle of Flavian type (Fig. 3,1)8. 

The weapon grave from the Dobogó hill 

My contribution focuses on a still unpub-
lished and not yet interpreted assemblage from 
the Balaton region9. Within the limited scope of 
this paper, I attempt a preliminary presentation 
of this signifi cant burial, which demonstrates 
the importance of the auxiliary veterans in the 
local society of the region in the 1st century AD.

In the year 1942, the Hungarian National 
Museum bought from a private person, Gyula 
Vincze, a funerary assemblage which alongside 
the fragments of a glass urn and numerous ex-
amples of imported pottery, mainly terra sigil-
lata vessels, consisted of the almost complete 
weapon set of an auxiliary cavalryman. The 
fi ndspot of the grave goods was the Dobogó hill, 
which nowadays administratively belongs to 

6 CSIRKE 2005, 26–32.
7 GABLER 1979, 211 f.; O. CSIRKE/D. GABLER/S. PALÁGYI, 

Terra sigillata-Gefässe des Museums „Laczkó Dezső” 
von Veszprém (Veszprém 2006) 176 cat. no. 17.24.

8 Gy. RHÉ, Ős- és ókori nyomok Veszprém környékén 
(Budapest 1905) 19, Abb. 13; MRÁV 2008, 289 f.

9 The funerary assemblage from the Dobogó hill will 
soon be published in detail by the author. 
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the neighbouring towns of Keszthely and Cser-
szegtomaj (both in County Zala, H) located 
close to the western shore of lake Balaton, the 
Roman lacus Pelso (Figs. 4,3–5)10. Geographical-
ly it is also important that the Sopianae-Savaria 
road runs through the Keszthely region as well. 
This road was also used as a military road dur-
ing the 1st century AD11.

Thanks to the years of Second World War, 
the further history of the fi nd was tragic and 
some chapters of it remain obscure. The offi cial 
annual report on the activities of the Archaeo-
logical Department from the year 1942 mentions 
the whole assemblage among the actual new ac-
quisitions of the Hungarian National Museum, 
Budapest12. In contrast, only the details of a 
fragmentary glass urn, the pottery assemblage 
and two spearheads were recorded in the in-
ventory of the Roman collection of the Museum 

10 BAKAY/KALICZ/SÁGI 1966, 48, 10/4; MÜLLER 1996, 85 f.
11 MÜLLER 1996, 85.
12 B. M. OBERSCHALL, A Régészeti Tár 1942. évi új szer-

zeményei közül. Magyar Múz. 1947 december, 33 f. 
(„Vétel útján Vincze Gyulától került a gyűjteménybe 
1 db üvegurna töredékei, 1 db vaskard, 6 db póvidéki 
terra sigillata, 2 db vaslándzsa, 1 db délgalliai sigil-
lata. A tárgyak lelőhelye Keszthely.”). 

(Fig. 5)13. The other metal fi nds, for instance the 
sword and the shield boss, had disappeared en-
tirely and were never listed in the inventory, but 
luckily a photo kept in the archives shows these 
weapons (Fig. 6). The description and classifi ca-
tion of the lost weaponry is based only on this 
photo.

Although the exact circumstances of the dis-
covery are unknown, one can assume that the 
fi nds from this assemblage are from a grave. 
Some years before the gift granted by Gyula 
Vincze, early Roman graves were partly de-
stroyed by quarrying operations during gravel 
extraction on the Dobogó hill, and in 1938 a rich 
urn grave of a 15 year old adolescent with a 
spearhead was unearthed here14. Between 1946 
and 1948 a further four 1st century graves were 
excavated by Imre Szántó and clearly show the 
early Romanization in this area15. Two of them – 

13 Hungarian National Mus., Budapest, Inv. no. RR 
1.1942.1–7.

14 É. BÓNIS, A császárkori edényművesség termé-
kei Pannoniában (a terra szigillátákon kívül). (Die 
kaiserzeitliche Keramik von Pannonien [außer den 
Sigillaten] I). Diss. Pannonicae, Ser. II,20 (Budapest 
1942) 262.

15 SZÁNTÓ 1953, 55 f.; IDEM 1977, 29–31; BAKAY/KALICZ/
SÁGI 1966, 48, 10/4. – On the cemetery: SÁGI 1981.
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Fig. 1    Map showing the sites connected with veterans from the Balaton region: 1 Nemesvámos-Balácapuszta; 
2 Gyulafi rátót-Pogánytelek; 3 Öskü; 4 Csopak; 5 Tótvázsony; 6 Dobogó hill (which nowadays 

administratively belongs to the neighbouring towns of Keszthely and Cserszegtomaj); 7 Siófok.
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including amongst other grave goods imported 
ceramics from Italy – also contained weapons. 
One cannot exclude the possibility that the fi nds 
from these two graves belonged to auxiliary sol-
diers or veterans. The deceased in grave no. 12 
was buried with a strongly profi led (Fig. 8,16) 
and an Aucissa type brooch (Fig. 8,17), besides 
an especially elongated late La Tène type lance-
head (Fig. 8,20)16. The profi led brooch is a com-
mon item and not worthy of much comment. 
The inventory of weapon grave 2 under the 
Katzelsdorf tumulus II also contains this type 

16 SZÁNTÓ 1953, 55 grave no. 12.

of brooch17. The Aucissa type is generally con-
nected to the Roman army in a provincial con-
text18. The two north Italic thin-walled drinking 
cups (Figs. 8,1–2) date the grave to the middle or 
second half of the 1st century. Grave 24 also con-

17 URBAN 1984, 84 Nr, 15 (Fig. 14,3).
18 E. RIHA, Die römischen Fibeln aus Augst und Kai-

seraugst. Forsch. in Augst 3 (Augst 1979) 114 f.; E. 
ETTLINGER, Die römischen Fibeln in der Schweiz (Bern 
1973) 94; J. METZLER, Das treverische Oppidum auf 
dem Titelberg. Zur Kontinuität zwischen der spät-
keltischen und frührömischen Zeit in Nord-Gallien I. 
Dossiers d’ Arch. du Mus. National d’ Hist. et d’ Art 
3 (Luxemburg 1995) 235 f. – Cf. MÁRTON 2002, 135 f.
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Fig. 2    Nemesvámos-Balácapuszta (County Veszprém, H): 1–2 semi-subterranean houses of a Flavian veteran 
settlement under the fi rst villa building no. XIII; 3 an apron terminal; 4 a niello-inlaid belt plate.
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tained a spearhead, now lost, and a gray can-
tharos of late La Tène type, with the burnished 
inscription da bibir (=da bibere) written in vulgar 
Latin  (Fig. 7,1)19. The wider geographical area 
of the Dobogó hill, the Keszthely region, also 
yielded early Roman graves and cemeteries (for 
instance in Keszthely-Újmajor20, Alsópáhok-
Hévízdomb I21 and Zalavár22). In these cem-
eteries the graves with weapons, mainly spear-

19 SZÁNTÓ 1953, 56 grave no. 24. The inscripton was 
read by I. Szántó as da bibere which, in the light of my 
recent research, proved to be erroneous. I was given 
the opportunity to examine the burnished inscription 
on the chantaros which resulted in the new reading. 

20 KUZSINSZKY 1920, 74–87. 
21 HORVÁTH/TOKAI/TÓTH 2012.
22 BAKAY/KALICZ/SÁGI 1966, 182 f., 59/1.

heads23 and in one case a shield boss24, were not 
exceptional. All this confi rms that the fi nds of 
the 1942 gift would have come to light in a fu-
nerary context, likely a grave within the early 
Roman cemetery situated on the Dobogó hill, 
most probably disturbed during gravel extrac-
tion. Despite the absence of a clear archaeo-
logical context, the grave can be defi ned as a 
cremation burial with a glass urn and intact, sec-
ondary grave goods. The assemblage consists of 
11 terra sigillata vessels (Figs. 9; 10,1, 3–12), in-

23 Cserszegtomaj-Dobogóhill graves 12 and 24 (SZÁN-
TÓ 1953, 55 f.; IDEM 1977, 29–31; BAKAY/KALICZ/SÁGI 
1966, 48, 10/4), Alsópáhok-Hévízdomb I, grave 3 
(HORVÁTH/TOKAI/TÓTH 2012, 194), Keszthely-Újmajor 
(KUZSINSZKY 1920, 87).

24 Keszthely-Újmajor (KUZSINSZKY 1920, 87).
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Fig. 3    Gyulafi rátót-Pogánytelek (County Veszprém, H): 1 Peltate belt buckle of a cingulum; 2–3 terra sigillata 
fi nds from the 1st century from the area of the later villa settlement.
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cluding one – of form Drag. 29 (Fig. 10,1) – from 
the south Gaulish workshop La-Graufesenque 
and ten from the tardo Padana workshops25. 

25 E. B. VÁGÓ, Die oberitalisch-padaniche Aufl agen-
Sigillata in Transdanubien. Acta Arch. Acad. Scien. 
Hungaricae 29, 1977, 77–124 here 98 f., Taf. I,2, 4–6; 
II,1, 5–6, 8–9, 11.

Four of them can be classifi ed as catilli of form 
Consp. 20 with L. M. V. stamps26 and six are of 
form Conspestus 34 with C. T. SVC27 and FES.  
T planta pedis-shaped stamps28. A gray thin-
walled double-handled beaker of form 5 with 
greyish brown slip is decorated with rouletting 
and probably dates to the Flavian period (Fig. 
9,2). Good parallels for it are known from the 
Flavian grave 422 of the western cemetery in Po-
etovio29 and from a well in Vindobona30. The iron 
object no. 19 on Fig. 10 can be identifi ed as a fi re-
lighting implement; these occur in Roman31 and 
Germanic32 as well as Sarmatian33 contexts. 

Let us now turn in detail to the typochronol-
ogy of the weaponry and the equipment from 
this grave, which deserve special attention. The 
deceased was accompanied by an almost com-
plete set of weaponry, but without his richly 

26 CVARR 268, no 1085. – Cf. D. GABLER, L. Mag(---) 
Viri(lis). Un atelier tardo padano di terra sigillata. 
Acta Arch. Acad. Scien. Hungaricae 54, 2003, 81–100 
(approx. date 40–120 AD). 

27 CVARR 416 no. 2028. – Cf. D. GABLER, Italische 
Sigillaten mit Töpferstempel in Pannonien. Alba 
Regia 29, 2000, 90–94 (approx. date 30/40–80/85 
AD).

28 CVARR 416 no. 2023 (approx. date 30–80 AD).
29 J. ISTENIČ, Poetovio. The Western Cemeteries. – 

Poetovio. Zahodna grobišča. Vol. I. Cat. et monogr. 
32 (Ljubljana 1999) 108 f., 105 Fig. 93 (right, front 
row).

30 DONAT/PICHLER/SEDLMAYER 2002, 92 f., Taf. 3,3.
31 For the typochronology of iron ignition implemets, 

see: KOKOWSKI 1985, 109–128. From Roman contexts: 
Günzburg, D (W. CZYSZ, Gontia – Günzburg in der 
Römerzeit. Archäologische Entdeckungen an der 
bayerisch-schwäbischen Donau [Friedberg 2002] 
Grave no. 860, Abb. 249,8), Keszthely-Dobogó hill, 
County Zala, H (SÁGI 1981, 11 Abb. 2,5, 19; 6,7–
8), Aquincum, Bécsi road cemetery, Grave no. 56 
(J. TOPÁL, Roman Cemeteries of Aquincum, Panno-
nia. The western cemetery, Bécsi Road 1 [Budapest 
1993] Pl. 41,56.7). 

32 KOKOWSKI 1985. – Some occurrences in Germanic 
Graves: K. CZARNECKA, Oblin. Ein Gräberfeld der 
Przeworsk-Kultur in Südmasowien. Mon. Arch. 
Barbarica 13 (Warsawa 2007) cf. 90 f. (Graves no. 16, 
33, 38, 45b, 193, 213); T. DABROWSKA, Kamieŉczyk. Ein 
Gräberfeld der Przeworsk-Kultur in Ostmasowien 
(Kraków 1997) cf. 97 f. (Graves 15, 25, 173, 201, 205).

33 For some pieces from the territory of the Sarmatian 
Iazyges, see: Endrőd, Grave n. 89: A. VADAY/
B. M. SZŐKE, Szarmata temető és gepida sír Endrőd-
Szujókereszten (Sarmatischen Gräberfeld und 
gepidisches Grab in Endrőd-Szujókereszt). Commun. 
Arch. Hungariae 1983, 92, 117 (with mentioning of 
further pieces).
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Fig. 4    The west Balaton region with the area 
around the mouth of the river Sala/Zala. 

Early Roman sites and the location of 
the cemetery at Cserszegtomaj-Dobogó hill 
( =cemetery; =settlement; =stray fi nd): 
1 Alsópáhok; 2 Hévíz–Egregy; 3 Keszthely–

Dobogó I; 4 Keszthely–Dobogó II; 5 Cserszeg-
tomaj; 6 Keszthely–Belterület; 7 Keszthely-

Újmajor; 8 Keszthely-Fenékpuszta I; 9 Keszthely-
Fenékpuszta II; 10 Sármellék-Égenföld; 

11 Zalavár-Temető; 12 Zalavár–Bükkössziget. 
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decorated, more expensive helmet and horse 
gear, which were the main symbols of the cav-
alryman34. 

34 J. NICOLAY, Interpreting Roman military equipment 
and horse gear from non-military contexts. The role 
of veterans. In: E. Deschler-Erb (ed.), ROMEC XIII. 
Jahresber. 2001. Gesellschaft Pro Vindonissa (Brugg 
2002) 53–65 here 61 f.; J. NICOLAY, Armed Batavians. 
Use and Signifi cance of Weaponry and Horse Gear 
from Non-military Contexts in the Rhine Delta (50 
BC to A.D. 450). (Amsterdam 2007) 171–173. 

The substantially complete sword from Cser-
szegtomaj is atypical because it can be defi ned 
as some kind of combination of a Roman gladius 
and an early spatha belonging to the Newstead 
variant of the Straubing-Nyda type (Fig. 11)35. 

35 MIKS 2007. – A similar atypical sword from Vinkov-
ci (Croatia) see M. DIZDAR/I. RADMAN-LIVAJA, Nalaz 
naoružanja iz Vrtne ulice u Vinkovcima kao prilog 
poznavanju rane romanizacije istočne Slavonije 
(Warrior Equipment from Vrtna street in Vinkovci as 
a Contribution to Understanding a Process of the Ro-
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Fig. 5    Cserszegtomaj-Dobogó hill (County Zala, H), grave of a discharged auxiliary cavalryman. 

Fig. 6    Cserszegtomaj-Dobogó hill (County Zala, H). Weaponry from the grave of a discharged 
auxiliary cavalryman. – Without scale.



Moreover, it also displays some non-Roman 
infl uences. Thanks to these characteristics, the 
Cserszegtomaj sword could be typologically 
interpreted as a semispatha of a new type. Its 
straight blade is quite long and narrow, with a 
rhombic cross-section that gradually narrows 
towards the tip. The transition from tang to 
blade is not slanted, like on a typical late La Tène 
sword, but rather perpendicular. Another char-
acteristic of the sword is the long, pointed and 
only slightly defi ned triangular tip of the blade. 
The strong tip with its rhomboid section can be 
recognised on the photo (Fig. 11). It was derived 
from Roman gladii and optimised for infl icting 
puncture wounds. Its total length is unknown, 
but – thanks to the surviving photo – the dimen-
sions can be roughly calculated from the pro-
portions of the shield boss and spearheads from 
the same assemblage. According to this calcu-
lation, the sword matches cavalry swords with 
a medium length blade. Based on its form, di-
mensions and typological characteristics – and 
in spite of its gladius-like tip – the sword from 

manization of Eastern Slavonia). Prilozi Inst. za Arch. 
u Zagrebu 21, 2004, 37–53 here 48 f.

Cserszegtomaj corresponds more to an eques-
trian than to an infantry sword. This conclusion 
and the identifi cation of its last owner as a cav-
alryman are confi rmed by the presence of a spur 
among the buried equipment36. The non-Roman 
infl uenced, native imitations and the combina-
tion of different types of Roman swords are not 
unusual features among early imperial auxil-
iary swords. A good example is known from an 
early 1st century grave at Vinkovci, Vrtna street, 
south-eastern Pannonia. The short sword, pub-
lished by Ivan Radman-Livaja and Marko 
Dizdar, is some kind of strange hybrid of a late 
republican or early imperial gladius and a late 
La Tène sword (Fig. 12,5). Its tip has a shorter 
triangular form, like the gladii of Pompeii type. 
There is no exact analogy for its combined form 

36 Two spurs of the same type come from Salla/
Zalalövő, county Zala, H (REDŐ 2003, 14 Figs. 13; 16; 
IDEM 2005, 140, Fig. 12,3) and one from Siscia (I. RAD-
MAN-LIVAJA, Militaria Sisciensia. Nalazi rimske vojne 
opreme iz Siska u fundusu Arheološkoga muzeja u 
Zagrebu [Militaria Sisciensia. Finds of the Roman 
military equipment in Sisak in the holdings of the 
Archaeological Museum in Zagreb]. Mus. Arch. Za-
grabiensis. Cat. et Monogr. I [Zagreb 2004] 104 no. 
391).
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Fig. 7    Cserszegtomaj-Dobogó hill (County Zala, H), early Roman cemetery, Grave no. 12:  
1 Kantharos mit burnished inscription; 2 North-Italic thin walled pottery; 3 local pot.
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Fig. 8   Cserszegtomaj-Dobogó hill (County Zala, H) early Roman cemetery, Grave 24: 1–2 North-Italic thin 
walled pottery; 3–15 local pottery; 16 strongly profi led brooch; 17 Aucissa-brooch; 

18 iron ring (bracelet?); 19 knife; 20 lance head; 21–26 nails.
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and gladius-like tip among the known cavalry 
swords. The total dimensions and appearance 
of the Cserszegtomaj sword make it very similar 
to the semispathae from Aquae Helveticae (Baden, 
CH)37 and Alem (Prov. Gelderland, NL)38 (Figs. 
12,1–2), but we cannot be certain whether they 
had a rhomboid tip or not. The Baden sword as 
the closest analogy can be dated to the middle 
or the second half of the 1st century39, which is 
roughly identical with the date of the Cserszeg-
tomaj grave.

The photo of the assemblage shows only the 
middle, arched section of a spur, but it can be 
securely identifi ed by its prick (Fig. 9,15). Be-
cause of its fragmentary condition it cannot be 
determined whether it had a U-shaped or semi-
circular shank. The method of its fastening also 
remains unknown, because we do not know 
whether it terminated in rectangular loops or 
rather out-turned knobs. In any case the straight, 
short and most probably round-sectioned prick 
dates the spur to the 1st century. It most prob-
ably belongs to the same type as the two iron 
spurs from Salla (Zalalövő, County Zala, H), 
which come from the layers of the auxiliary fort 
that existed there in the 1st century AD (Fig. 13).

The dome of the round iron boss presumably 

37 MIKS 2007, 539, Ktnr. A33, Taf. 56.
38 MIKS 2007, 533, Ktnr. 17, Taf. 58.
39 MIKS 2007, 539. – Cf. the swords from Kostolna pri 

Dunaj (Galanta, SK: Ibid., 638, Ktnr. A377, Taf. 55) 
and Wymysłowo (Woj. Wielkopolskie, PL: Ibid., 764, 
Ktnr. A799, Taf. 55).

had a raised cone (Figs. 6; 9,17). The early Ro-
man standard auxiliary conical shield bosses – 
in contrast to La Tène ones – are characterised 
by the sharp angle between the conical part and 
the straight sides. This feature is also clearly vis-
ible in the photo taken of the boss from Cser-
szegtomaj (Fig. 10,17). The fragments of a nar-
row, straight iron shaft with semicircular section 
and rounded, blunt ends surely belonged to the 
handgrip of the same shield. The conical shield 
boss can be associated with the 1st–2nd century 
auxiliary forces40. Several bosses of comparable 
type are known from 1st century contexts, for in-
stance weapon graves of auxiliary soldiers and 
veterans of mainly Celtic origin from the middle 
Rhine area, the south-eastern Alps and the mid-
dle Danube region41. 

40 OESTERWIND 1989, 110 f.; F. J. SCHUMACHER, Bewaffnung 
und Kampfesweise der Bevölkerung Nordgalliens 
in der Spätlatènezeit und frührömischen Zeit 
(Saarbrücken 1999) 42–45; NABBEFELD 2008, 45 f.; PER-
NET 2010, 111.

41 OESTERWIND 1989, 110 f.; H. SEDLMAYER, Ein punktueller 
Befund der römischen Okkupationsphase in Wien 3 
(0–50 n. Chr.). In: DONAT/PICHLER/SEDLMAYER 2002, 
76–100 here 85 f.; NABBEFELD 2008, 45 f. – Some 
characteristic examples from weapon graves: Ver-
dun near Stopičah (SLO), Grave no. 1, 41, 84, 112 (D. 
BREŠČAK, Verdun pri Stopičah. Arheološke raziskave 
antičnega gronišča 1983–1988. Katalog razstave 
[Novo Mesto 1989] 13), Wederath (G. WAURICK, Zur 
Rüstung von frühkaiserzeitlichen Hilfstruppen und 
Verbündeten der Römer. In: C. von Carnap-Borheim 
[ed.], Beiträge zu römischer und barbarischer 
Bewaffnung in den ersten vier nachchristlichen 
Jahrhunderten. Akten d. 2. Internat. Koll. in Marburg 
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Fig. 9     Cserszegtomaj-Dobogó hill (County Zala, H): A thin-walled north Italic drinking cup and 
terra sigillata vessels produced in Po valley and south Gaulish workshops from the auxiliary soldier’s grave. 
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Fig. 10   Cserszegtomaj-Dobogó hill (County Zala, H): The grave goods of the weapon grave of an active or 
more probably a discharged auxiliary cavalryman (last third of the 1st century AD): 1 South-Gaulish terra 
sigillata of form Drag. 29; 2 North-Italic thin walled pottery; 3–12 North-Italic terrae sigillatae; 13 glass urn; 

14 sword; 15 spur; 17 shild boss with handgrip; 19 ignition implement; 21–22 lance heads; 
16, 18, 20 unidentifi able objects. – Without scale.
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Besides the semispatha and a shield boss, two 
iron spearheads were also among the weapons 
in the grave at Cserszegtomaj (Figs. 6; 10,21–22). 
One of them is a narrow elongated leaf-shaped 
iron spearhead, widest in the middle and with 
slightly pronounced midrib. Spearheads with 
midrib, going back directly to late La Tène ex-
amples, occurred during the 1st century AD. The 

a. d. Lahn, 20. bis 24. Februar 1994. Veröff. d. 
Vorgesch. Seminars Marburg. Sonderbd. 8 [Lubłin, 
Marburg 1994] 16–20). 
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Fig. 11     The semisphata of the Cserszegtomaj-
Dobogó hill (County Zala, H) grave of an 

active or more probably a discharged auxiliary 
cavalryman. – Without scale.

Fig. 12     The analogies for the semisphata of Cser-
szegtomaj-Dobogó hill (County Zala, H): 

1 Aquae Helveticae (Baden, CH); 2 Alem (Prov. 
Gelderland, NL); 3 Kostolna pri Dunaj (Galanta, 

SK); 4 Wymysłowo (Woj. Wielkopolskie, PL); 
5 Vinkovci, Vrtna street (HR). – Without scale.
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Fig. 13     Salla (Zalalövő, County Zala, H): Two 
spurs from the 1st century earth-and-timber 

auxiliary fort.
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other long spearhead represents the standard 
Roman type; it had a somewhat longer closed 
socket and a shorter but slightly wider blade 
widest around its lower third, giving it a very 
different appearance.

Conclusions

From this overview, certain conclusions may 
be drawn. Due to the imported ceramics and 
weapons, the date of the grave can be estab-
lished as the Flavian period, that is around the 

last third of the 1st century AD. This date is con-
fi rmed by the Dobogó hill ignition implement, 
since analogous pieces from the Barbaricum are 
generally dated to period B2. 

The 1st century weapon graves in northern 
Pannonia42, including the Cserszegtomaj grave, 

42 For the 1st century weapon graves of auxiliary sol-
diers from Pannonia see: MÁRTON 2002, 136 f.; MRÁV 
2006, 49–53; PERNET 2010, 143–148; Zs. MRÁV, Graves 
of auxiliary soldiers and veterans in northern part 
of province Pannonia in the 1st Century AD. In: 
M. Sanader et al. (eds), Proceedings of the XVIIth 
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Fig. 14   Katzelsdorf (Niederösterreich, A), weapon grave of an auxiliary cavalryman, second quarter of the 1st 
century AD: 1 sword; 2 shild boss; 3–4 binding; 5–7 nails belonged to the shield; 8 strongly profi led brooch; 

9 bronze mounting; 10 iron fi tting; 11–18 nails; 19–21 armrings; 22–24 junction loops; 25 belt buckle fragment (?); 
26 strap-terminal; 27 bronze rivet; 28 iron prick; 29 pot; 30–34 Arretinian terra sigillatae. – Without scale.
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are among the richest of the area. North Italic 
terra sigillata vessels are common and the most 
characteristic grave goods of these early impe-
rial weapon graves43. It is generally accepted 
that in the 1st century, and apart from immi-
grants and local elite families, only soldiers and 
veterans were solvent enough customers for the 
expensive import ceramics44. 

As an analogous grave assemblage, it is im-
portant to note one other early weapon grave. 
This is the tumulus II at Katzelsdorf45, about 
10 km north-west of Mattersburg, a military 
station along the Scarbantia-Vindobona road46. 

Roman Military Equipment Conference: Weapons 
and Military Equipment in a Funerary Context (XVII 
Roman Military Equipment Conference, Zagreb, 
24th–27th May, 2010). (Zagreb 2013) 87–116. – A fur-
ther weapon grave (2006/5) from Ilok (HR), dated to 
the second quarter of the 1st century AD, with cingu-
lum and gladius with scabbard of the Mainz type has 
been published recently by M. DIZDAR, Inventory of 
grave 5. In: I. RADMAN-LIVAJA (ed.), Finds of the Ro-
man Military Equipment in Croatia (Zagreb 2010) 
244 f.

43 MÁRTON 2008, 138.
44 GABLER 1979, 199 f.; MRÁV 2008, 289; MÁRTON 2008, 

138. 
45 URBAN 1984, 81–85, Abb. 10–15. 
46 This site is the fi ndspot of a funerary stele of an active 

cavalry soldier, Tiberius Claudius Vanamius, who 
died as a missicius of the ala Hispanorum prima around 

The inventory of this burial contains at least 
fi ve Italic terra sigillata vessels produced in 
the workshops of L. Gellius47 and Romanus48, 
which cannot be dated later than the Claudian 
period. This cremation burial was accompanied 
by a bent cavalry sword and a shield boss with 
conical dome (Fig. 14). The three looped cop-
per alloy fi ttings must have been junction loops 
belonging to horse gear49. On the basis of these 
grave goods, we conclude that the deceased of 
Katzelsdorf tumulus II was a mounted auxiliary 
soldier50 who had served in a fort located along 
the inner military roads, most probably in Mat-

the middle of the 1st century AD: CIL III 4244; M.-
L. KRÜGER, Die Reliefs der Stadtgebiete von Scar-
bantia und Savaria. Corpus signorum Imperii 
Romani=Corpus der Skulpturen der römischen 
Welt. Österreich. Bd. 1. Fasc. 5 (Wien 1964) 12 Nr. 
6; B. LŐRINCZ, Fremder oder Eingeborener? In: A. D. 
Rizakis (ed.), Roman Onomastics in the Greek East: 
Social and Political Aspects (Athen 1996) 74–79 here 
74; IDEM, Die römischen Hilfstruppen von Pannonien 
während der Prinzipatszeit. Wiener Arch. Stud. 3 
(Wien 2001) 195 Nr. 123.

47 CVARR 234–237 no. 879. – Cf. GABLER 1979, 207–210; 
S. ZABEHLICKY-SCHEFFENEGGER, Die Geschäfte des 
Herrn Lucius G.” Ein Arbeitsbericht. Rei Cretariae 
Romanae Fautorum, Acta 21–22, 1982, 105–115. 

48 CVARR 368 no. 1714 (1–20 + AD).
49 URBAN 1984, 84, cat. no. 21–23, Abb. 15,21–23.
50 MÁRTON 2002, 135; MRÁV 2006, 52 f., Abb. 16.

113A Flavian weapon grave of an auxiliary cavalryman from the Dobogó hill, Keszthely/Cserszegtomaj

Fig. 15   Csopak-Kőkoporsódomb (County Veszprém, H), weapon grave, fi rst decades of the 2nd century AD.
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tersburg, and who had settled in the proxim-
ity of his former garrison. Because of the long 
sword and the numerous Italic terra sigillata 
vessels, this grave is the closest analogy of the 
Cserszegtomaj auxiliary soldier’s grave.

The Cserszegtomaj grave is situated in a na-
tive cemetery, suggesting that the deceased was 
a discharged soldier interred with the weaponry 
he had taken home, which had a symbolic sig-
nifi cance. We must open the question concern-
ing his ethnicity, because auxiliary veterans of 
different origin – for instance Treveri, Azali, Itu-
raei – settled in the Balaton region, as shown by 
military diplomas51. All this leads us to conclude 
that the buried owner of the weapons could be 
interpreted as a soldier, or more probably a vet-
eran of the auxiliary, who settled in the immedi-
ate western vicinity of lake Balaton. Here it is 
worth mentioning an unpublished quite rich 
weapon grave from Csopak-Kőkoporsódomb 
(County Veszprém, H), which lies along the 
north-eastern shore of lake Balaton. The grave, 
which was found in 1896, yielded four tardo 
Padana terra sigillata cups of form Conspectus 
39/43, a jug and four glass vessels, which date 
the burial to the fi rst decades of the 2nd century 
(Fig. 15). The bronze shield boss is character-
ised by its midrib on the dome and belonged to 
a rare 1st–2nd century auxiliary shield boss type 
known from the border provinces of Germany 
to Thrace. The most interesting item from this 
grave is a silver-inlaid bronze belt buckle made 
in Germania Libera in the Elbe region and worn 

51 MRÁV 2008, 287; IDEM/VIDA 2010, 156–158.

primarily by the Germanic warrior elite. This 
richly ornamented belt buckle inspired by the 
Roman military belt probably served its owner 
as a cingulum-buckle.

Keszthely and its surroundings are situated 
not far from the Amber road, which served as a 
military road up to the reign of Trajan52. Besides 
the late Tiberio-Claudian legionary fortress of 
Carnuntum, smaller military stations and aux-
iliary forts were built along this road at Salla/
Zalalövő (County Zala, H), based on numerous 
early militaria fi nds, and also at Strebersdorf, 
where three military camps of different sizes, 
dating from the Augustan period onwards, 
were discovered by geophysical survey53. The 
1st century two-phase earth-and-timber auxilia-
ry fort of Salla54 was not only the closest known 
fort, but the river Salla linked it directly with the 
Keszthely region as the shortest natural route. 
Undoubtedly it can be concluded that the 
Dobogó hill grave contained the cremated and 
inurned remains of a discharged auxiliary sol-
dier who had served as a cavalryman in a fort 
built along the Amber road, most probably in 
Salla.

52 H. J. UBL, Die Bernsteinstrasse als Verkehrsweg 
des römischen Heeres. Eine militärhistorische 
Überblicksbetrachtung vom ausgehenden 1. Jh. v. 
Chr. bis an das Ende des 2. Jh.s n. Chr. Römisches 
Österr. 31, 2008, 127–140; MRÁV in press.

53 S. GROH, Neue Forschungen an der Bernsteinstraße 
in Nordwestpannonien – Die römischen Militärlager 
und der Vicus von Strebersdorf und Frankenau/
Frakanava (Mittelburgenland, Österreich). In: Sz. 
Bíró (ed.), Ex Offi cina. Studia in honorem Dénes 
Gabler (Győr 2009) 175–187.

54 REDŐ 2003, 5–12; IDEM 2005, 133–144.
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The Hungarian National Museum is the repository of a funerary assemblage from the Dobogó 
mound at Keszthely/Cserszegtomaj  (County Zala, H), which may have belonged to an active or dis-
charged auxiliary cavalry soldier of the last third of the 1st century AD. The objects, some of which are 
missing today, were discovered in a grave disturbed by a gravel quarry. The assemblage consists of 
north Italic and southern Gaulish imported pottery, a glass urn, a fi re steel and a complete set of  cav-
alry weapons and equipment. The almost completely preserved sword is atypical because it appears 
to be a combination of a Roman gladius and an early spatha of the Newstead variant of the Straubing-
Nyda type. The early Roman standard auxiliary shield boss had a conical dome. Two iron spearheads 
were also among the weapons found in the grave. One is a narrow, elongated, leaf-shaped iron spear-
head, at its widest in the middle and with a slightly pronounced mid-rib. The Dobogó mound burial 
contained an urn with the cremated remains of a discharged auxiliary soldier who had served as a 
cavalryman in one of the forts built along the Amber Road.

Im Ungarischen Nationamuseum wird ein Grabinventar aus Keszthely/Cserszegtomaj-Dobogó-
Hügel (Kom. Zala, H) aufbewahrt, das einem aktiven oder bereits entlassenen Auxiliar-Kavallerist 
gehört haben dürfte und in das letzte Drittel des 1. Jahrhunderts n. Chr. datiert. Die heute teils ver-
schollenen Funde stammen aus einem durch Kiesabbau zertörten Grab. Es enthielt norditalische 
und südgallische Importkeramik, eine Glasurne, einen Feuerstahl und vollständige Ausrüstung und 
Waffen eines Kavelleristen. Das weitgehend komplett erhaltene Schwert gilt als eher atypisch, da 
es die Kombination eines römischen Gladius und einer frühen Spatha der Newstead-Variante des 
Straubing-Nyda-Typs darstellt. Der standardmäßige, frührömische Schildbuckel hat eine kegelför-
mige Spitze. Unter den Waffen im Grab befanden sich auch zwei Speerspitzen. Bei einer handelt es 
sich um eine schmale, länglich-blattförmige Eisenspeerpitze, die in der Mitte am breitesten ist und eine 
leicht ausgeprägte Mittelrippe aufweist. Das Grab aus dem Dobogó Hügel enthielt die eingeäscherten, 
in einer Urne beigesetzten Überreste eines Auxilliar-Kavalleristen, der in einem der Kastelle entlang 
der Bernsteinstraße seinen Dienst leistete.

Summary

Zusammenfassung

Flavierzeitliches Waffengrab eines Auxiliar-Kavalleristen aus dem Dobogó-Hügel, 
Keszthely/Cserszegtomaj (Kom. Zala) – ein Vorbericht

nian Municipium. In: L. Borhy/P. Zsidi (eds), 
Die norisch-pannonischen Städte und das rö-
mische Heer im Lichte der neuesten archäolo-
gischen Forschungen. II. Internat. Konferenz 
über norisch-panninische Städte, 11.-14. Sept. 
2002, Budapest. Aquincum Nostrum II,3 (Bu-
dapest 2005) 133–144. 

SÁGI 1981
K. Sági, Das römische Gräberfeld von Keszt-
hely-Dobogó. Fontes Arch. Hungariae (Buda-
pest 1981).

SZÁNTÓ 1953
I. Szántó, A cserszegtomaji kora-vaskori és ko-
ra-császárkori urnatemető (Veszprém megye). 
(Ein Urnenfriedhof in Cserszegtomaj [Komitat 
Veszprém] aus der frühen Eisenzeit und aus 
den Anfängen der Kaiserzeit). Arch. Ért. 80, 
1953, 53–63.

SZÁNTÓ 1977
I. Szántó, Hévíz története I (Szeged 1977).

URBAN 1984
O. H. Urban, Das frühkaiserzeitliche Hügel-
gräberfeld von Katzelsdorf, Niederösterreich. 
Arch. Austriaca 68, 1984, 73–110.


