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“Many a time the emperor entrusted to me secret dispatches and ordered
me to write them for him [...] suggesting that | should voluntarily humiliate
himself and glorify the Egyptian [i.e. Fatimid caliph]. Nevertheless,
| conveyed exactly the opposite impression by subtle allusion.

What | wrote had one meaning for Constantine [i.e. the Byzantine emperor]
and another for the Sultan.”

20LFKDHO 3®HOORVS6

Introduction: A Diplomatic Paradox in Thread and Gold

, QW K\HH D P&/ - "WRK%I\ | D Q WA QHU RKX, ,3 D O D L RXAQRGIFRWW R R N
PRPHQWRRWX U @HY KH VW LB XU SRMHW ZRIRW B HJR W WIK$GIL R Q

RIW KH VW HDWEH VW HYIKOX U F IDMW KR X Q RU)HUUDUD ) ORBRQ A@AH
WULF DEQNWWE K WR HF XRAHL O L WFERWD\O L VI RIQQWKWHH OH Q WOWHNY FH
RIWKHWWRRAPQLUHEP LGWKWKHRORGHEDWR®R O LWLIFQKXY HU

LQ W KHPSHURIUPV HEMIF D PHKHMXEMRRWWHQNVWMX WHIQH [RWOLW W L U H
PHWLFXOEBGKYVBUY LER HHoV W HRIKQU R Q L PMHEWDS W XEN\HD® W LA/DWYV S H F

tacle of imperial power and attracted considerable attention: according to an eyewit
QHVD/FFRXVQKMHP SH U LRSS HDDW®&AFHUHPRRRQWRIW KMJHHANHOHJIJDWLRQ
into Florence wearing D ZKLWH FHUHPRQLDO VLON" UREH DQG RYHU
cloth, along with a white hat that was pointed at the front. On top of this hat was a

ruby, larger than a large dove’s egg, along with other jewels” & In addition to written
DFFRXQWYVX\DFROX U BDHOWSRJ RY IDGJHH F RRII®Y KMHP SHU RQUUHYDBD LQWLQJV
E\VRPRIWKHHQDLV VDB H VDWW LPRWY KL G LV W L QIFVD MWXH G &

YRUBWHSKBQW SK D DHWKHHSHV S HEW W L VD)XQ@H ZD U P HYMU V RQIDID IRGW KRIF F D VR KQ V

YHVW VF K U7LKI MY b W LIFUGHHR X RIDS D S HRW L J L QDUDHO H QXVQ 16 GVUKWM L WZGKHEP S H U R UHZ& ORW K H V
2UQDPH QWRIGLLHH\D Wb\ ] D QW DX/ KHX EO(LFA D W KSHW)RR U XPHGLHSD W@ HU BHGWHPEHU

o> +7+>@LQVKHD UNDKD EGHWQ VBHUY V RRQD WA\ ] D Q WALRHD P H QMW K &HW W X WRLHRV VL Q J
*HQUHV &XOWXUDO %RXQGDULHYV DQG 5HVHDUFK 'LVFLSOLQHYV

® OLFKDHO 3VHOORV &KURQRJUDSKLD 9, o> WUDQVO 6HZWHU « 2

)RDW KR URIXQ B O \R/IWMKHH[ W U D R U GH.@PRUX GV MVLZ HAHKGHD W D@ @ \ ] D Q WZ RMHOBY @& K H
FRPSOHR®HVKS$H QX OW %A PIVHW (FBH URBK@,, 3D O D L R OVRIHRYD G [+ Wd YZ L WOR/ X U Y H\

RIWK$HU L QWR B U DHMWY KHD VEW EO LR J XBWRAK BWL QRVQV KIKQGDPHQWODJLR KLVWRULFDO
DQG FXOWXUDO DVSHFWV VHH DOVR 1HXJHEDXHU :,ON «>en

6H&RUD]]DDUERC /R,PSHUDGRWHYDEE R V@B RU S RELD Q WX YLQP D Q W HOI®®D S S R
URV¥FRE@DSSHOBHMNIBERX Q WDIMORD QG IV RS U B HWRADRS S H O D M WWIRU X E L DRR VY IRX
FKMQEXRQMRYBRERORPERQ OWUWHW&HWBIGV FRD G W4 Y,i*£Q +i£ (QJOMVIKDQVODWLRQ

P\ RZQ )RU IXUWKHU GHVFULSWLRQV LQ WKH VRXUFHV VHH .ROGLW] *>e¥ ,, j*+£
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HOHPHRIWNVWULNMDMMWLQAOXKIL®HDG ZHDIUW UDYBOPHO Y6
SDSHRFXVRIODVLQJBHN UDR U GIDQUPHHIQWR K LZD UG UREHX[XULRXV
UREZAKRVWHLIQLSFEREHHBLWIRHHUORRWMHRRARPSOHWO®GNUVWRRG
7KDQMWGHWD VOMK@ KHEW QWR GIURXFFBRVD QIMRZMWBLVDQHOOR
FD 2,"®2 FDZHRORW KHHP SH USRRIV VH \DWUHREHP EURLGHAUWMIS URP L
QHQMWDELGVFUL $WRROWHKX O XWWK LBRM. QVFU LW YRRPHUHGM FR
UDWULYDWDWIRUPBOFODURMWURQRIWKAD P OXeNK OVWRD(IQ\SWHDGLQJ
“Glory to our lord the sultan, the ruler, al-Mu’ayyad Abu al-Nasr Shaykh, may his victory

EH JORULRXV 6

7KLVQVFULSWHREGIBUWR IR XSPGJ D GRI KHH URRPHCKWZ DS OHD G

LQIRW&KULVWUNXPD-RHKQ,, SXEOLFIONS O DWIG[ WLKOBWRULBRG
Islamic sovereign and wished him military success. Previous scholarship has charac

terized this as a form of visual propaganda 6DLPHBNLWVWHDQO LHW KUWDG
LQUDLWRFFRXRWKH[S O LFRQWRIQ/WHQ VFULSQ@L\RSDSHD UJXRU
DPRUGXD Q FLHBW H U S U HSARD/W AR QMMKHHP S H U RAR BMHH U YII\BGV RS K L V
WLFDMWHGCN UXRHQWX®IOSORPDFEFXOWLY VOMHERAMX RVHHH D Q LRDV
intentionally layered to address three distinct cultural audiences simultaneously:
WKHDPOXNULRZ Q\]DQWVYREHMHF@®LVHVWHADQ@ KRV WNGHFRQ
VWUXFWKAXIOWRKROGBVFHYV VWWREDAREKURXZLGHPRQV W WKBRMNGH U
RUDXGDFLRXWHWRWY LIJDWHBHDFKHHRER O LOADLF®\OMDKSLHR XVIKH
FDOFXOWHPHR® WIGRMW VG H AMKHHP S H U KW RVIW KD P O XUNR EZHD Q R W
DQAVRODIFWNRBIVXFXLVX®IOS ORPID@EN]D QW LWL P L &/DMU D W Bl B\H
REVHUYRBWZRBHFD GHWORMUKRFFDVREKQPFDUULWBQ QRIORYV
FRZDFDWHKRURXDRKROO\EH&HF L+Q\O V G BIOGHY GFDDONHDW WU LN VQ PO\
LOBRL@W JXLWHK DTWe constriction of the Byzantine emperor’s domain forced
HPSHURUV RI WKH ODWH %\]DQWLQH SHULRG WR FRQVWUXFW RWKF
LQ DQ DWWHPSW WR HVWDEOLVK PQG DXJPHQW DOOHJLDQFHV 6

Y  6HHSHFLWKHEAL JP DUNHLSFU HV H Q \R D VKL®,Q ¥ QV K$HD L Q W R @ LW BRI O)@D Q F HA/KELDF K
FRQWLWEH LGHGLVFXVEAMBEKR ODQUWLRGPHHD PRQWKHDVW EOLRIJURSIKQVWDQFH
IDVNDULV ¢>e0e DQG WKH FODVVLFDO VWXG\ RI *LQJEXUJ cerfce
)DVDQB®PACD QG VQ e >ILFNH&M Ecen VYORFN>>+ e 76 HM KBIHP D URNQW KIHQVF UL S
WLR@WKHR XYUHHFWRRZe£E\%DPEDMKY «£ 2> 2+Q ¢ ZKRFLWWYXWUDQVFULS
WLRDQQGWUDQVODBWSMRHI DEQIRUER QX UDWRW ODPHLUFWHWURSROXWHXQRI$UW

i ODFN ¢>>¢ @ Y

¢ G6HH. OVGD@MC>)RW QHD UOABWRH VLONHQD QWE RHO R P XR\G WP S H URLLF K DH,0,
3DODLRORJRV VHH +LOVGDOH *>0> @& 0 oo
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7KH 9LVXDO (YLGHQFH RI WKH (PSHURU V $WWLUH
$VQRWBBRYWKHMWDOLMQDLYVDQWHYWRGLRD QISOBRBXPNEULHYV
RILQY D O XDIE\OXDIHOF R REP SHURRKQ,, 3DODLR ORIERMW HW LG XH
LQWKHL[WHQG@W®QW DIRW K&R X QRI)GBIUUDUD )OR® H-QIRH BKH V H
LQFOGGM DPEREBFKUBRIDZL @PROKRUWBLMO ORPBGUHQRZQHG
SRUWBBGWAKLFKH U DK UL P DHY L G HIGRAM KHHP S H U FOB §'H D U DQFEH
DWW l7ZZRGNHW FEK B VV D Q HSQUGIR/ H URYQH & H HQARVZO R F D W@NVGK/HR X Y U H
OXVHXBJI 2PQGQVKHI WO VW LRIKKWH D 8B Z¥KE YGIR EHHOV XEMRF W
SURIRXIQWGW KLV W@®W HBHE RO DRIFOK\D ¥ U H G R P L QFOHIQMORIQN & H
LGHQW L 8 RIWVKBRHGS L FSIEK® HAQ F O X GMKFHX H V WRLIR R H W KWKJHH\[ F O X
VLY HSQRU W W BHHP S H UKRLLP V H @ D U \ L\DRID O3RN HDVQ GD U P H & Wi Wi

W L RMQBHHWEK B D\GW X GZ K MFKH Y HADKIHU W LS/DAU W L A R © BIUQ DXV WRK@ H
JDUPH@MVG HPDUN KEDIE Z HROW K& X UHAR P HW LE H§L F MIREV KED F N
3LVDQHGUORQRXQRABRVDKRUVHFDXR&ELYHDSRQ W\SH F L 8 FIDTXQ Y H U
DUURDWOGFXUYWBEHUWBDUW LFXODULONEQ P BX UW K H U DEUR D G
FRQV H QMVRXOM W B/WVHN H W FKRIZY D UDQ &K LFDURSUHSHB@®LPLQD U\
VW XGWHKBWO P L QD WWHIGHU HD WRLW @HP S H U RAUH @ H E UBWARH)®PH# G D O
8J) XF)RWKIHUHVNQYWERZHY WWKIHU D ELLE@ V F U L B WILKRMRRSIW K3D U L V
VKHHWISDUDPRKX®IR U W DB@F23 L VD QHW B RK\Q LLTXKHR O WUIFR. QG
UH GUDZARQJSURMDWVRS\LGIUHFKWRBSK\V L FCH] WS DHY H UW K@ J
H[DFWF DD®GR U R IW KGIH W \§ M&D/U P 6@ P E DEKM P SKDVLIHGDQHO OR V

£ 7KPRVWH F HIQOMS RP S U H K H QMULHYDIW R BQ WD Q H D RIRNRVQW KH \ ] D Q WH B $IH URQ @ K H
*UHHOHOHJIDW OR Q&RDQV K HUDR QY HXXWQ B X E O IGVLKWWH/GH U WHIDW ISR¢@Z ) R DW KR U R X J K
DQGHFHRW FXVRMRKBHP S H U RSWK #ODLFSHD UDVQHAHR O G e\ Y, jo jVYeHV Geoo jo£iZ-
iZ2Y6HB O WRKHR QV HF XVOIWURGIRK®, , LEYDQV>Y «¢ s9PRVeE 78& %DPEDFRY
QRZz+> 0 *HRUJRSRX®ORX2QRZ+06. 6FKHURWKHOOXPLEGRWWEDRKW®,, 3DODLROR
JRRQYHO OZKPL FAD \L Q V H ULVQNER \ ] D Q WR.@IX V F WLFSBNO B R V Wenkce 7 oo 0d6ZHEO ok Q8D
££ o>

o 3DUAXV«BXRXYUKMSDUWHRGHFWWUDSKLTKBAY, e>{6HMDPEDPKY +¢ zZQR
Zoef $

®> 7KIBUW VW LRIKKVH DOUMRU JD UDH\W O D&IRMO O H AVWQIMRQj ¢ BEH& DP EDRBKY «¢ Z@R
Zef %

cee)RBOGUHMY HDRFIKQ LR QWKWMH V S H FIWQLGYLHY L GEXHDSQ ¥ RVQMVAK\HW X G K H HVWBWD U DY & K L
FDJR\ZH CDOW KWHH O D W IMRKHN H W FZKKHWVW&L VD Q H S R RWEB B GMMIROW KHHP SHURHSDUWLFXODUO\
WKWZRQIOXHQWXDBEIWYVD Q k®@LQ GLF N HekWM)R DX VHIXQDO\DQYXPPDRIWKH

HDUOLHU VFKRODUO\ RSLQLRQV VHH .ROGLW] *>®Y ,, j*+ j*V j+j i*¢ DQG +DUSXU -
e+ )RDGHWDIGANGXVRIMRKEIRZ FDVKLYWQGFDEEBGWG L FRVGNVEKWHK HH @ K L F D IRe%

YHUVR VHH %DPEDFK «>>Y £ 7> HVS %> 6HH DOVR $OH[DQGHU *>>V 7 o£j
@7 )RW KEHUR QP H G D\VOHHL Qe 76 QRoe ) DV D QHeQ¥> Yo HLV®ojpeV *9LFNHuUMEeSHH

DOWR 6FKHW(YDQV>Y 7 ZiQRZ+@D]DULVCEZee 72ROGEWRY,j+7 |+ +DUSXUZ

eVYo eCE
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3DULV 0XV«H GX /RXYUH LQY O, U 3LVDQHOOR 6WXGLHV RI WK
DQG RUQDPHQWY FRSLHG IURP WKH NKLOzD RI -RKQ 9,,, 3DODLROR,
) L -J 41 horseback wearing the characteristic headgear



&KLFDJR 7KH $UW ,QVWLWXWH LQY U 3LVDQHOOR
)LJ 4NHWFKHV RI -RKQ 9,,, 3DODLRORJRY DQG RWKHU vIXUHV



)LJ Z4KLFDIR 7KH $UW ,QVWLWXWH LQY Y 3LVDQHOOR 6WXGLH)
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meticulous pursuit of documentary exactitude is apparent in his very method of cop
\LQWKAKDUDFWKILWAKQYROYH®FUDWFKLQJ UVW WKH IRUPV LQ D SUH
by indenting the paper with the stylus” & YZKHDUW LYOVQR WD BWH B REKIHQ VF UL S
WLROGHIKUWISHRRIWKBEVYHFLWRHF L I'\W QBD W H WLLFG& QRIIW\KRHU L J
L Q DW KHR O GHRU LZDHWW HIVI D L QEW XIHU RX Z&K L DHF FRP SD QUIRYVHW W H V
ZHUHPEURL G HQRGREQU H% Bhis level of detailed examination strongly sug
JHVWY DWKIHU WZNMVWUD QVWH GO HAFWHW B KHUHFLRXYPHQ@ QWLPDF\
WKEZWX OKD U GKD YEHHBR V V LELOMK RAKKM[ S O LFH WP L V RI-RK Q, , ,
KLPVH/XKILVYQV X USRLQWR/KHHP S HU W W ERIQ WRJIYRHRUL R Z Q. P D JIHQ G
PHGLDEBSUHVHQMWID Wl R@@ RV LWLRQEXRMHUHDWDV X EMEXDNV K H
SODXVBEPWHRRIQLSRUW UDQMO/XGLEYPD QHPK®RDWK\SRW KB DMK W
IRUZDUG E\ .ROGLW]6

7TKHDUPHIQWY HDYW QRE M HOANWG A QWXR O L WPLHHID@L QR QGEJH IR U W
DUULYKH® DOX DWN KL GRUDR ERHK R Q W \ SRHIJ D U P HFQH\@ WWWJEDDOP
OXSIROLWLF®IOS O R PHWWDLAW 195 H ¥ W RZHRIQL JK UD QUWXLERIUG LRD W H V
IRUHLGIQIQLW DNKHWZHOIQ RWHUHDILIWWD\WWDQJLVHEARIW KWHX O
WDQDWRIIQ®PDUNRUWKBHFLSLHQWY\DWWHDGN KW PSHUUBGHL W
QHVVEGLVDQEDWRNMRBFXGLSORPIDWHIELOSNUHYLRRKRODUVKLS
KDWYFNQRZOHGKMIGL DMDGLSORPDWWRLWKRK®,, SDODLR®RJIRV
KLVMDW KHQ X H,@“L WS\R W H QDAL ® DO L E HOUFIRIWH P E R CBIRFO L WFIRFPDPXX
QLFDWELRVXKHHP SH URMW R\ NQRZOHEHHQDUJRYMUORRKHGIOLE
HUDWQ®E\PER @AW RUIMKDY¥MWFRUURER BLWIAJGER U H P RBAW KIHD F W
WK XKW KR YPHR EKHR Q R UD@H F H DWXHGWS M@ LINH. IIW R PU H L J QRLRQ
DUFEKKLFIKKQFW IDRRFNVR QWHP S RAULBOW\R PBHMMFD WHKWHH O H FRVIDR QV
torical artifact implies a greater degree of personal agency on the part of the wearer.
7KHJREH @V F UL SWKRMRML VORAH U IRHYRLQWMKBV W LRYOR U LO@RW K H
UHLJQQL@MROXMNX OWEXWLSUHGHFHWO/ RY D\6BG\NK ©|§ |©O§KDW

ey 6HBOWDPEDPHKY 72> $VHDUDYeo | )DVDQHQYYQ ;e KLIKOLIXMWH®RHDARVKUKQGHULQJ
RIW KGHW & K IUGHR W LW K\WD PW L PHRPHQFRUBHPWEKD UDFWHBIMWDQHO O\ROVLIJKW O\

LQFRUUHFW FRS\ Rl WKH $UDELF LQVFULSWLRQ VHH DOVR ODFN *>>+ e %

® 6HBGDPED®KY ¢ %> )DVDQHIXNQEE ?HVY YQ ;e ®BLFNH&M Ecen YHE Y +@ROGLWAY
it Qi e

i 6HH .ROGLW] «>VY ,, jo j*¢

e¢ 2QW KHH[WH Q WLUWIHG LRMLRREDPRIKRQRNKLQAQ OD FIXFOWXHH 230 O \WHod ® W K HRLWL

JL@QGLVVHPLQIDOMIHRMQU Y ez 2 Z¢®RODP OXMNRELRHUHPR QWLIBDMOWS HF LVWDKAHM\F H Q W

ZRUN E\ %HKUHQV $ERXVHLI ¢>0Y <>+¢Y DQG 6DXHU =+>ce

ef JRWKWSHFISIWPE FWIWAHW WQBHK L &V-RTH F XYUIHV VD GDJIHV L FXUMD D O &N QU XWH&R X
UHDV ¢>¢2

o 6HH 9LFNHUV ca¢f Ye> Yee ODFN ¢>>¢ @ 2 %DPEDFK *>>Y Zoe



SROLWRHDOWODZHWVRQYHBA&RQRUDGBFHDVKGWDMBHFLDKHARG L S
ORPDWHODWLRQWKKLSXFFHWV\DRWOUHB@WDEO IS\WQKAIG\'GLVSOD\
SRWHNQORE RQ, VO D DAV KRUK MWYH HN MR L KU LV W HDW RFRXQFLO
RI)HUUDUD )ORKISQRIP'L QGIOM R VX FIXJ D U P HADW O H DQURB\P D W
WHUVLPSBHRWLFEXBGHO L EHUDMWHHEHRPWQ GLQWHU SUHMDWLRQ
SDSHAL QAQJ J XHK BWHHP SHU RSHV IRU P X@RHW U D W H DLF\IHOQWBIBSG G UH V V
WKUBHVWDREWHQERXOW D QHRW K@L V WOIDPW XN X U@ D L WRK H
SXEOGEVSABMWKMKLYHN YBIBIJHVW RWDE SHD VH PH®W OHJ L PRAKHV
RZ Q@6\]D QWL XQEMHKRZ\HY HERX A QWHU SDWWHSR W U RCSFDM.KR Z
FDVLRSURWHFWRU HPRFRX®E V RIRD HLSIRZ HR W KEHH Q HBRW L8 HR
SORRK LW VWHKRV WV X UWQKH UP HRWH VH @W KGRIV VDUWAD FUH G
aesthetics provided a powerful visual language to contest authority and negotiate sta

tus in a register beyond traditional diplomacy.

$ OXOWLYDOHQW 6\PERO 'HFRGLQJ WKH (PSHURU V *DUPHQW IRU
An Audience in Cairo: A Message of Appeasement and Allegiance

7KHPRVGWL U WHW V DZIHD L P HDGMW KD P O X6 O W DIQ@®IW SIWK L O\ ] D Q
WLXPHYLVWHWWUEDWHURWKHNVWRPDA@MIODWLRQWVMKKBD P OXNV
was a cornerstone of its eastern policy. The relationship between the three great pow

HURIWKH VWHHGLWHU UGXQWIDEE® " ¥ VW KAHD P O X6NK O W D Q@ @/i#HX O
WDMO $VKWDUVBEDKKH\]IDQW(RBH UHQGHPSHURRK®,, 3DODLRORJRV
DQWKHNVWRRPHLUHGIEN OWNXQ D,GbFD @H5 HV F U IDEBVAN U D WHUILLIFQ
JOHWDWV\VWHRDUDFWIBUGHHRSLYVWUXKMWWHOWUBDY®F UDJIJLOH
unwritten balance of power. The decisive catalyst in this period was the impending
&ERXQRUBMHUUDUD )OROH-QFH AKLFKRPSHOHH&IW KWM K USRZHUV
WHHGHE MRV L WZILRVKW @ W\H QMR SRO LUIWD P B @ RUNRGW K¥%\]DQWLQH
(PSLUWKWL W X DAWDNMRHI8 Q H\GV KHH[ L V W H\@Q VU BUOR\W K2HW W R P D IQR/
KDGWHDG IBYUWOXMIHR Q T X RI&R Q VW D Q W/LLQ@RASIEH J L Q QR IQVXK H
FAWERHQW V% \]D QWD ®HU R WHRKK:H VD W LHZ EGW KHV WR PD®V
SURYRF DDAQLBRXQVW L 8 FRW\LRDO DWLQPHV RRRY HT XHRKED \ZD V
HQJDIJH@®@GHVSHEDOBQPEFWIKDWRHHFNOLWILBWKHVWIDLQVW
the impending Ottoman assault without completely destabilizing the delicate power
VWUXFVRIWKHI VWHBHG LWHU UBQHWQ F XADKWHIW/IHY D © W Z HHIQH
2WWRPDQV DQG WKH ODPOXN 6XOWDQDWH

> JRU WKH FRPSOH[ ZHE RI UHODWLRQV VHH %DUNHU eojo .DVWULWVLYV «>>¢ 1HFLS
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ODPOXIRUHLIRO LIFQW X UUH V VRIDGH YHNE S L O ODKIF U L P DIRDZD V
maintaining the regional statusquo WRHFXWKHLULERS5HBQBJIJDLQWW R
PDAH[SDQVI*RR&EDLIDRDOEHAHWNHQ@HNEGD QW(IRBHL USURYLGHGXFLDO
EXS5HRQVKLVYRQW IV ZBXXK® YHDVW QKD QWHZBW WRPBQNV W QIH
IUHHKGUHVRXURB®8RWHQRDIPLS® LDDJD L QV\VB VS VHFRYIGO @D WV KH
FRQWRNYRHWXFUDWUDBRX WAHM FKHTXLDEBIJURIWHILRQWDELD LW\
WKLDBFROWAG IRKBBUIXHEGWHFXUDVWHINEXSSRIVROGLHU IVRPYHV
WKEHULPHPQUNHMUZKLFXQKLQGHDNE RINWND OVORYKLSMWM URXJK
WKHB\]DQWLQH FRWWRIDMW & H QWIhiB idt6icate web of interests meant
WKDWYZHDNHQR IWKHNVWRPEQNQSRZHID\K OW L P EMIQ®'8 P RIDP

O XNW U D VRHEM.HFF WDLYYXHOVQ H U D WIK@GZIMVQ RWR RW PSHURRK Q,, DQG
KLUGYLVRKNRVDZQWFUXFBRORQWLSORPOMMHUDKHVRP SOGILSOR
PDWPPQHXYHIRQRWHE X BX LYOMWRRO R KL VWRIKHN]DQWLWHDWHJILF
EDODQFVOD U L QW KWHD SSURF KHEMWIZWIHEG KDHQO3DODLRODRIRV
W KD P O XWX O VWWDQ E D,ULNQV KHWRH QWX WEB EV H TXIH@MW. RORS B Q
RU¥VRQVLVWREWORD QD WHKHR Q 9 L F WQ \@ Bl (RHW WAL YDXOV O VRV D W H V
7KLYROIGFHWRHSHDMWPHEO VVOLGIW UHDWQIBL NHEBD FKDHKKGIJERL QW
WDRLQWL 2WWRPRP@BULWEKBHHLIRIUDQXHMDQBGO 0X D\BEK®\NK
DSHULWGPBWLQF LAMIBKKHWWRPRWHUUHJ@XE !ODQGW\WQWHUQDO
ZHDNQHMWE\FRQV S LF XRXDVWWOKNK L ® MDKGHH F H DO/DHRGO XWNK O W D Q
LQVKHVWRK®,, ZDWHQG DE O HVWI QEDCFNRI\SWKH QVFUL M VKQ
LOQWKAHX OWBRFWREHFD P RZHUNVOD WHRHQQ@W L QU HIEQ G D KIGS
allegiance. It was a visual assurance that any military alliance forged in Italy was
GLUHPWHEK® UBW\KHW WRP DRWKHD PO XNQWKER QW M[KMR EZAD V
DVWUDWHRIR® SSHD VHRHMMW J Q'HRGI F XY H D QW L X RXW KHU@E\
QHXW UD GRJW & Q0D IPEDOKNR V W LTOKLMFH O L BBIW SR O WY WRXODAADL\RXQU
WKHRPSOLFEBWIRPGUIHBOMFOHVLRORITXEDE FROWK&ER X Q RU)H U U
DUD )ORUWHEHIM FRJQ DMWW® XHORX PH Q LW RIU H V HRIWHWM K UHDH W H U Q
3DWULDWRAKOH[D Q GIQAW L RIFKGH U X V D ORHUAVKK HE WV L J Q DWSIGH VH QW
DWLYHDW.QGLVSHQWYDEPRHUGPRPIQWIHR QJ VW DQ CLQWHFRAOHVLDVWLFDO
WUDGLWRRW 6 KHR Q F RIWKIH QW D ULREKD WV KHHP SH U RSW MU R J DNARL Y H

¢+ 6HH LQ JHQHUDO 3HWU\ ooy

++ 6HHHGIRUGY2£n 7olHVSoY ZKRQRWWKMHDP OXINQWHUBAMHF XULQXNDISIDVVDJIH
WKURXWKM\]DQWLQH FRQWUROMNIRYSRDGE UG D QHIEROWD OLBPQSMI DY HO®RL Q J
$OH[DQGULD (J\SW )RU VODYHU\ LQ WKH OHGLWHUUDQHDQ VHH LQ JHQHUDO *UT

7 6HH 7DOERW +>>Y ¢ + HVS @¢ DQG 5HGIRUG +>»V 2o
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VXPPRWKSHDWULDUFREISY WU Q PIVOK USIBIW U L D U B R WK KA P
OXWHUULWRUPSHUUDORWVHQWLEFRQW L QXSIRWKSIHUPLV\RURQ
6 XOWORUVERKQ,, WKHUHLRUMW LDGUH® RPPWLWLIRM D UDV © " «
VHQGH®@EDV VAIHNMKHW W g B I W/\R D L U. Rite diplomatic message was care
IXO O\ZRIRO/G&HQ W KHER\X Q FS.X0U Z\DAS X U HHOR\F O H V L DWRM LVARDOOY H
WKHRORJILFDWHDEABNVK LAWKHQ L RV KD VWIBQE@H VW HIKXUFKHV
&UXFLDKRAHY MWKHRPPXQLFDWORKDW RVVXWBUVBEDIDWWPLOL
tary alliance resulting from this union would be a defensive pact aimed solely at the
2WWRPOD@WEURDGFHXVIDABDLWMAIDPOXRYVODOLRIHQHUWKQWHDV
VXUDQ@MBHY LWD®W KHHF X URIWKHD WK ULVW RB® O D V¥ L WEW &WHX O
WDQGRPDEZQ\DFRQVWIROWHDQGHD RW LROHRBULYBONYHU SUHVHQW
%DUVBEICRZHYNWUDWH G HQ@QIOMBUWHWTXHWVWHWHFRIQWKEDWULDUFKYV
Y D O ONS R O L VOIHFYDHAQUHDSIHHF W LKYRHOOG WEHIPK R V W DMRHQY V X% \HD QW L QH
DQG /DWLQ FRPSOLDQFH.LQ WKH /HYDQWS®6

ML UHF LV OKHR Q WR WK LD/L OGIIGU HGALVE O R PW R WWHHP SH U RS X &
OLFHUIRUPDKHFUHMWXIHKLOQ@® " - "FT X LLULWHWO/Q@ J Q L 8 F+DDQYF H
LQEHH®HQLINGIREMHFWHK YRR RIQ Y H Q WELLRSQUDRIPFDKWDLQFQ W GIWMR E H
became a public vehicle for the very same message of reassurance. It was a symbolic
FRQWL QXPIW KHR)S HU RAUL YO R PHS\RLUFVIVP HIBY L J QD ®LEB QLUQWHQ
WLRWNRZD GBOVLUBRGQLQIRUPREVHU Y RUMOLIK®LVLBQAPEROWLFD JH

A Byzantine Audience: The Emperor as Apotropaic Protector

YRW%\]D QWY IQHHZ FUK$HU D EV F U IZSRW KD YBHHV RQ DYWDHF® P S O H @/IHIO \
IHUHQDA $VUHVHDEAVKE KRODWUNHQ WWDJXLDOBGOLFDDNHKWVKRZQ

%\ I DQWERBWXKD&® ORXLVWRWSSURSULDPMWLEYPERGWDELF
DQSVHXGR $ WEPHLESRVR U WO/LWHHDQLEXW WWW UFH LSYRZG U 6
'LYRUFH®RWOL QJ X IPNRWPMWFHXQBF R BVHXGR BB XUV IVFH L3BMWWH
LQWHJUDQVMMRGF KLWHBW KR DDW LR@ VLRX NDVBQ ® EMH HW2F K H

VR FDBGDEDBUFRRZO®\BRWHQWS KULIFI QMKMHVRUPXYHURIWIB®VRFLDWHG

Y BHHROGEWdYceopanZs>e2>£R%\]DQW(FEH HV LR QRDQ\H UDER KAHR Q F RSV Q W D W BK \
SDUWLFXODU VHH DOVR 1HXJHEDXHU :,ON s> +¢ of
. 6HWKHHWDDQB®EBALROGEWdYeno +FRQFHUQYK®USORPDIWIARBYWRD L DR G
WKH H[FKDQJH Rl OHWWHUV DQG GLSORPDWLF JLIWV 6HH DOVR 3DKOLW]VFK >V
i .ROGEMEY *>% +>YGLVFXWWKIHX OWDE@DNRRWH I X VO®WD Z LRYQW KBIF F R XRIVRK @ |
5DJXVD 7KH ODWWHU ZDV UHFRUGLQJ D %\]DQWLQH YHUVLRQ RI HYHQWYV SUHVHQ\
¢ ODJXLUH eoo¢ o>2¢ ce> ¥ :DONHU «>>£ 7+ %
*£ J)RU WKH SVHXGR $UDELF LQVFULSWLRQV DW +RVLRV /RXNDV VHH :DONHU s> oo
eo :DONHU «>>£ 2+ 2 ILJ 22 V¥
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ZLWWKWHHD RPNV KHXSHUQDWRUD®Q 6 SRW URSHDAHUWHKMHE L OWRD U G
REHYL@VFULSWVBG WV LD@®IOQWHO K IH[IRBMIMPHEYHUBHO LHWE @
H5HF WALKTHQ QHRAHW R W H FHW) HYUH\\Z H D U LD U P HB)DAQ G BH IGW\KX F K
SRZHUIXRULRKQ,, ZDWRMHUHOUHVVRDMHPSHURKEZDWHPERG\LQJ
D OLY ID@PX O HRAW K%\ ]D Q WILDQJ MV KBILWH O ROL 8 FRIDMR@WE DQ UUH O
evant. The true message was the transformative power of the script itself. Envelop
LQJ WKH HPSHURU V OLYLQJ IRUP LW WXUQHG KLP LQWR D SRZHU

$OLFDDNHDQDO\WISYVHXGR $DMEQ R F F XG0DAD J X CRIGR W K44 U]
DQW REMWM HFWRY LBIWWD PHZRENX QGHUVWDWMKHEQ L YWHFLUBERFWLRQ
KHUHKS RZHRIVXFKQVFULSWKBQYXRVWIOQ@SUHFLVBQOK Hihde -
cipherability” 6’ 0 X F KO L N\HKBphesia grammata R IO DSVQHW L T XQLRMQQWHQ VLF D O
DUUDQJHPRIQWW WHERX WKRK D Q GH.O LWYFHH HFKWH X GR $ FRKIDFGQ F
W L FDQDF U\ S WPIDFJ L FODBDQ J XIDQ W H O CRLQIMVEROXHS H U Q D RVQXW DWILAHN/H U
I X UW KHUW XWKWHY RIDQRQ *UBBBRQ &K U LWRWLMSHW YOFQ XFLD O
SXUSRVWHWVWDEOWKKEHRX QGHG RHWWRXASSHQW LG/\V W D @OFRXQR U
WKRGRIDFWURR KHVHW\GLVSODWIKKEHR EURLGHUDBDBLFUL-RWK 9, ,,
BDODLROGRXRRMBG UQHWADJLFDXOWKRWIHKMHWUHE\ FRQVFLHQWLRXVO\ DY
ing an improper or even blasphemous application of the Christian-Greek language to

PDJLF GéPVIKAHNK L QWKDXEWHFD IS HU IHRW W U X R MIQ@VO R ZRIIGQ

9,, WRLHOESHUQD®RKAUHARL WH PX OW D QS RX M@ L RVKIHR X UEIM/ K D W
SRZHWD IHRXWVKGWZ Q\]DQWLQH & KUGIHVQWVWIEMOW UDQVIRURDWLRQ
WKHPSHURUWRLY IDPXOHWUWKBO X P LEDWHHEOD I XLUKHHWHDUFK
RQWKHP SHULPDIAKMW KLUWHHQW R UFDIV@ VMQXUH RO RERI®RRIND VWD QF H
GHVFUMEKHEP SHURWR YW D WISR ZH U WKIDO L IRDVRVZ QU L J K Bpbarma -
kon UHPH®\Q G @potropaion DYHURHVYLWK DWU YIH\B *UP PHDQV RI
GHIHQVH DJDLQVW RXU D GYHHUD/IDIWQ KD J L F DEK®\U JNHIGL O RE Q
9,,ZDWQRRMHUHPDUU\DYVIUP ERIOHEHF D RVK®ILY IHPERG L PRIIYW 5V R
WHFWRUUKLBUHVHRERDHRQG XRWSRW URSRAHUK LMR Q F FRW
nects directly to the tradition of using imperial portraits on coins and medallions as
SRZHUDPX OHMWEDJIXLQRWWWYHVRIDQFLHQWQHW SHF LW KRYKR Z
L QDU X OIH® U R 8@IHKMH2$ OH [D QW K'H) HDAD DS UDF WWRRHGHP @HB K Q

7> :DONHU ¢>>£ Y

7@ :DONMUEYCGUDZLRQQVKHR URI,UHQH. HUP®IQVF X WKKHEWR QF RSWR X QGHG Q@ WQH
ral to describe group identity.

Ze 7TKHRUDWHWRQQXHRORERBOHN¥FUDEEBRMKEURLGHIUWISRUWRDR $H U RIUF K DH O,
BDODLRORIRFKDBUHVHQ@WIBES ORPIDLWMWIK KHL WRV*HQR®HBD Q XHRBORE RQURW LR
QHV , Yi DV FLWHG DQG GLVFXVVHG LQ ODJXLUH ceoao¢ c>7zo >Y> HVS ow>rin
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&KU\VRVSWURHPF LEZHBD XRVHAS\H U F H IPYDH G FHD6OF DEZ\3 L V D Q HHD ® R X\W
PHGDRO-RKQ,,,ZLWKWAODVVLFAURG@OHRU W UDKHKANWHEBRWH DP OHVV O\
LOWRK %Y ]DQWXQBEHUVWDRGREERIW%\]D QWY.IQHZ HWD WQ RWLP S O\
D5HQDLVVORUFW B R WWKGID WIHW MU DRAIDGRRQ J V W DVQIGD @ LRNQ RBL V
PDW MFD O L V FIDEW X WWLKBHP S H U RIUS R W U RSFOZHIUD'S R U W DEFOWAH R WP
SLVDQHOQORWFXKKLFKQF O XGH GR MWKHPSHURQ@RUVHEPBN
UHLQIRVUKBWUFHSRIWKEBHPSHURWULWS3SDRWHBEVWOROUHBEBIIHVWHG
DERYWKMPDQ Q HRUW KHPSHURMHSLFWORBHMHR XY IDHQ & KLFDWRHHW V
8J 2, ZDVOLNBDOGDW WHRRQW U RGIOH ®HSUHYVRQWONVLVFEQ B RVKHIG
9, RKLPVGYLVRUVKRXWEHUHVRIBIHVD Q QRWWF DV XDEVHUEKNKW
as the master artist chosen to execute a desired image. The very nature of his studies
SUHFOX\GKSHRVV LERIDKWSKD]PQDS VWKW WU ISRDVEHFU RIWK H
NKLERX KX® YKID@RHDUHIXORERBH I RKIHPD O OR KLL@P¥ RR SW KH
OHWWBQBOINBUHFEROARW DW VR QWK H U H IFRRUHE O D X V WEKOMK H
VNHW RUKHSW H WHK@HQ/ L WGLWDBOIRNID/S L F W RFURL@FOHL W W LID\WWHKBI\]D QW L QH
SDUWNRQBFFHSWKBVHPLWHGUDZL QW KRXY WHKHHWYHMWDUJIJHWHG
PHVVDRBMLJL QPHIDQVMRQ F O XWKHIRHM RO HP H @ W3 DELG V F U L SWKIR Q
HPSHURKDU LWKNHK L @QO& LFK D UDF W KB ID\GW HEHS L FAVMHAGKAMD QG L Q J
RIRXKXKRUVHEDKXHNOWKFHUHFEKWBD GINB Y PWRD YEHHXQQGHF LBW®& L V
HDU®W DWHWN HVRAMKKKHR U V H BPDQ) HD IGR ZA\O HD &JQ L WA LHWK K8 X U H
SLVDQHERX®D WVHHKH F XRWN KIHHY HR WHKEHU RQHH G D&J 2K LWWVQLW LD O
FRQFIIW VX P DXEQOGH U ZIKKQW KAMD RH8 QH W X QL@ R QV X O WL W IKR Q
the emperor. Evidence for this process can be found in what is absent from the sketch
EXWUHVRQWKRHH G DIOKAHD Q GV WIKEHR D G WIURMD Q & KHHP SHU R U W
LOXAKLMRQ8URK PWKBUWINWWRBRFEXPHQWFMW XXQ W MQUIL B b
QRWIURQW KIDWG HU P LEQHRGO G L WE WH U Y DWAKLERMBID Q G V BIRHIR MR U
UHVSRMQHBKHHQYLURIQH/UUIjtﬁ[]%XWUHDVIDVQFEIER(BRIPSRVLWN_I-RQWL
PDWIHRDROWKERPSRVLIMIWRWBHSUFOMYH EWWRWDOPHGLWDWLYH
FRO ORETHKW ZHMIQHP SHUUDGHE Q @ KGILY L Q@W KMH G DWK G\ D O R H
LQGLFDZWW®&W P REVWHY EWVKHURWWRZD ZEYFWKHPSHURKWD QWD LV
ing his right hand in a gesture of speech. This image conspicuously avoids the trium
SKDOLKRWQRJUR BKKW U D G L WHLTRKGHY VSR ID\Y BIRIOW HP SRUUDBSBSOHV
OLNMH2IRQDWHOOR/WDPHIHDWIXYBU U ILRRJL O L WDDAUW R R X Q WRHD
SRZHUMWHIHG\QDPRPRWLRBQ 23R B RHYVKHRP SRV L&/U BRRQN K®D W H

?27? ODJXLUH ceon¢ @>Y> DQG ILJ 2« 6HH DOVR ODJXLUH oo ®@Zj z¢
7Y .ROGLW] *>eY ,, j*V
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/IRQGRQ %ULWLVK OXVHXP LQY * 1DSO
) L -J 4Disanello, Medal of John VIII Palaiologos



%DOWLPRUH 7KH :DOWHUV $L

LQY OHGDOOLRQ DPXO

6RORPRQ UHYHUVH VKRZLQJ

3DGXD 3LD]]D GHO 6DQWR 'RQDWHOGRGHU SLHUFLQJ DQ HYLO DG

)LJ 4rxnvwuipq vwowxH R spwwoledowmiLFDo LQVFULSWLRQ Wk



$QWLTXHG6 6%\FRQWIQRBKAHROMLGHIKRW\SLFERODOD QFW Q
DGYHUVBUY« QVWHBE®,, LBUHVH @QRIB&® QDJJUHVKHYRX WV

*RG NXPEOVHUYDBWWUDWHULRUPBG@EDH VEHUHB FHI X ® Q HK\WDW H
EHHRD OF X OMEBVHRISE R Y R N2VQW R FROUD P O XINQ [ L H WBLLHPSK OW D QHR XV O\
WKHHVWWREZD WKHURVVYIQDGYDORIXWIKKLIKBMWKROHWLWLPDW
LQWKHPSHURQRDWRG D UW QMHRHYV V DSHU | H FAX OWHMBEKWHHO LJL R XV
RFFDVRRVXEHR X QFIKX YKL ®ISSHD DD QWL KEZRR O BEOU RW
GHPRQV WK IDSMHMDFW HW R/ KHXSHUQDWRX GH QL QV KHQ D[HF XW LR Q
RIWKMHGDOHYHEBVH VDQHOXRGDPHGWB PHRMWKH\]D QW LRKIDHW
IXOBRQVWUKPIHHPLVVLROYA VXDHOHUHDWHKHUDELEVFULRWLRQ

W KHPSHURIREKHD FHHRP LW WHWBKWIRXQGDWERBSRQ R QWK
XUHDWRWURSOFIDARZ\D L U UH Y R FOIREVONL 2, Q IDWHH@IGD Q F H R NWAQKIRHD J

LFDL@ HWKHLHZHBR QI UR Q@ WWI® D G HAHDGU U\DQ 1 P L Q X VILXYUHHV
DSSHDWKRIULJLQDOH FR® FHSWBELQGQ Y LIORHQ Q H F IVLLVRAQKHD J
LFIH@FDRIWKHQVFU IUREMRDVKLIRSHDFH ORRIOCRPR@RO3LGHU
ZKRVPDJILFO&OW DHVGWOLQGIL Y LIQM FFR X © G R WWHHIAN ] D Q W LWQRHRY
DOIODURQFOX®/IKEHYHU S UW Y& WWKHY HOHEZ DD O WHUKHLG/D L VHV
WKHXHVWERQ KRPLVYVERDW W U L BVARNWE FK QERQ ®W UR MR G D O

or must we consider a deliberate artistic decision by Pisanello himself to suppress
WKEHWDKOOBIGHS8QLWRWHRD\EH O XV MWHKSHR O L WEIRRDVOR WMKFR X Q
FLOXJIJHUDWK LYKV VLEBSOLNZ\L O/HH WD \KD YEH HW KIHQ W H QRME IR Q
WDLRVWHERXQPHPEHUWMSHUKDESKIRSKLP VHWRLYVXDXOXEAHUPRQH
HYHBRP SO HMWHDOM K 8§ R W H © IV JRHIW K%\ ] D Q WH.RFH U X YADLIFH G F\ 6
7KHRXY WHHHW K XWKRIQ OAX U Y L YPLDOAM H IHLYDL@ HRIVHKKSR Z H U IBXOO W L
YDOHQW SHUIRUPDQFH WKH %\]DQWLQHYVY PD\ KDYH RULJLQDOO\ S¢

An Audience in the West: Contesting Authority through Sacred Aesthetics
KLOWKKLVWROHPDQVWROQGNVWJIHWWBURK @, , WH Q G\HEGY R MWXSX E
OLFSKHUH®@R X OHD P L VW DMNBHYV V X RWKHP SHU RUW MV HRQG W DDD V
LQFRQVSLFARPHWUHPRGIODVOULHWRQLFHUUDDQBORUHRAHAHUXFLD O
SXECSHUIRUPDQRHWVKHLY LV XWDHOS U H V H QRMRIPW XRQ F B WHKEU PHY/
VDJHEWGKHHVWHlmIi[D\DOUHBGLPI\NCRHHLRNKURX)S/ISHFLKS.R/WRUL

z JRH[DPSOHKMHG DL ®PRQ@ WO RPRIDWD OW L PROWKBUWXVHXPQRR Y «j 3RVNR

ORX *>ceY 2VYce ILJ 2cece )RU VLPLODU DPXOHWV GHSLFWLQJ WKH +RO\ 5LGHU VH
JRU 3LVDQHOOR V UHODWLRQV ZLWK 3RSH (XJHQLXV GXULQJ WKH HDUO\ e®VYZ>V VH
6HH .ROGLW] *>®Y ,, >c

6HH .ROGLW] *>Y ,, >Y ¢ IRUD SURIRXQG DQG GHWDLOHG KLVWRULFDO DQDO\\

NC NG N

h e -
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)L.J 40RUHQFH 8x]L *DOOHU\ *HQWLOH GD )DEULDQR $GRUDWLRQ RI W



5RPH 6W 3HWHU V %DVLOLFD )LODUHWH V %YURQ]JH '"RRUV -RK(
EHIRUH 3RSH (XJHQLXV ,9 7KH &RXQFLO LQ VHVVLRQ VKRZLQJ
)LJ 4 RuVHW SRVLWLRQ UHODWLYH WR WKH 3RSH k &RXUWHV\ RI WKH



)LJ

5RPH 6W 3HWHU V %DVLOLFD
JLODUHWH V %URQ]H '"RRUV
The Copts and Ethiopians

UHFHLYH WKH 3DSDO EXOO

k &RXUWHV\ RI WKH )DEEULFD
4di San Pietro in Vaticano

5RPH 6W 3HWHU V %DVLOLFD )L
‘RRUV 3RSH (XJHQLXV ,9 IUBPHG
4 wWwpo EDQGY FRQWDLQLQJ SVHXGF



FDOHQ@WKLYHUFHSMWM.RQLEGDSW XEAMG)HDO RUHQRMLIRQQW D SKNSDVLDQR
GD%LVWEZKRIREVHUYWRKWUHHNWVHUWKBWHGEUHKDGAGWHPDLQHG
unchanged for I WHHQ KXQGUHG \BDHHW R BI\E HFFRAULNJHD® \MAGK H
%\]DQW IQRHINFRQWHP SR WEXWME VY LDQUIW L | R FWKMD USK U L V \B RIBQ
ELEO IZRRDUDM,BZDWSRYKVWDDHQEHIRWHK UWFHS WX %H H QWHIWK H
HPSHURWKV®DIE HWAAR VWX GDFLRWMXYWHRBNIRWDPRQMIGFDMQRBRWKHU
VFKROKWOMEHWD L W/HD®DD @ IRMWKHUHFHRQY&XDW W U RIUHHQWR QW O\
XVHSVHXGR $ WP B IASQN KKHH P R IV D L QWDAMAP H @\§ & QV KKID O RRHW K H

+R O)\D P L ®ABhis artistic convention stemmed from a crucial and widespread mis
understanding: Italian artists and their audiences commonly associated the script of
WKHRQWHPSRVODRIROND Q G L WWKKWHD F UBIEQ J X R IEH. E O IDRDVOL T W\ 6
BVHXGR $UDKEA¥QFWLBRYHGEIQLBHDFUHG @NWKHQWLFE WR
IRXQWGSLULWXWRR GWLAIHD ULWKMKLORK®,, IXQGDPHQWBWVYKUVHG
W KBU W LG VOLLFP LEYW D OERP QW X BDOL Q DWHRMVQ ROR Q W KBIQ RQ\
PRXW[RWPPJIJNLQZKRSRSXODWHBGEDQBSOLQWLQNVNKWUDGLRNLRQ
PDVWOUWHQWGCOBEULD®R2LEQVWKBSSUHVH WP GHOW KBILYLQJ
authentic embodiment of the very sacred tradition these paintings sought to imi
WDWHKLWHOI IDVKIDRRAIQVULGRRIDS RV WRQ@WETXDWYV XEVEXMELUHFW
FKDOOW®RIXMWXSUHPDWKIRPD®HRRS HQ, WD OH\IHX LY¥D U P HDQOALJQH G
KLPZLWKKYHL V XWDWD G IRWVIDRAPW B UR SKERWLW LRIQID@IHT XD O O\
LQRMRUBD XWKHOQWKHURWREFLERWLV\WXKIWER VKWLV XADOD PR U
URUWMWBHUUIHB® O LWIHAPK D ZH HQV W D E O WAKBHIG L W LR IVIKMHF X P H Q
LFF® X Q BHY VRIHE KD U W L F L 8 DNMKIMKQ(HDH WHBD® UL DD 6 WD W K H
HPSHURU V DQFLHQW SUHURJDWLYH QRWVWKH SRSH V. WR FRQYRI

The Aftermath: Papal Response and the Iconographic Correction of Memory
7TKHHPSHURRWHNQWXDOD WR @ QFLHXEWRVWIRONLKRHRWFWHGE R XJK
W K$HX EOGQGIFV S G DX KMK L OHMDSUHV HDYW B EXMU R | R XFK® O O M@ KIH
VXSUHPBMKEIRPDRRSHAK LWLV XDLY DPWU URDUIBE A O L VRIOFDVD
FRXQEDQWHQMGRHEU BPDSMDEAWKRRYWWKHQW RKH LV \ER D Q/GK¥\ D Q
WLEBRSHURWUD G L WSIURHQIIRG DVRIRYQHY RANK(HD V W KD @ U L D Weokdito
sinequanon IRWKHRXQFHBXVHQDHIQOW L ZDRADB LU FKW O O WRRIS H

Zo 9HVSDVLIDOMRVWLERRIBRSHKIHQLX®We¢ ZikeVSi )RWOHVSDVLIOMRVW LFIFHZK L F&UR
EDEO\ H[SUHVVHG D PRUH JHQHUDO ,WDOLDQ DWWLWXGH VHH ODFN *>>¢ i
Y> ODFN 5> ® je
Yo ODFNb =DNDUL\D ¢>>8 cjf
Y )RU D WKRURXJK KLVWRULFDO DQDO\VLY RI WKH FRQYRFDWLRQ VHH .ROGLW] s>\



(XIJHQL®XVVRDROHV WD E O XMKLLYHISVBE@®EWKRULYWWRKERPSHWLWLYH
FRQWHPANS ODXVWHK@MIDSDFRX QIO HFHVWDRIQJDIEBD QA GHRORJLFDO
FRUUHFRAWREROOHPWRRHROORAWKHWPSHURIHSDUWXUWHJLP DU\
LQVWUXIFRHKER U UH FADIWR &R Q X P H QEMUIRMGHR RR BW 2 3 HWDIWL @
LFOFUDIVEN A ODUBRMPLYVVLRPQREQEG LWSWRIUDPWLIQLB8FDQWO\
DOWHDQHES[ SDQ G HWBIKOU &V X U QLLW)QIWRB LU M HW S RMQW KFHHR XQFL O V
HYHQOMWSRZHUPORLIHRMRSDRGHRORWBUYV XDIDDJIJKDW® U J X WMWK H
HQWISURJUDRPPVGHVLJ@HEAH PRQVWWKHRK B Hlahitudo potestatis (plen
LWXBIBRZHVUZ'BKLN\DFKLHVVI-KGJR)DJ/lRSKLVWh{FEID’WGHI]BQJXDHHUH
IRWQVWDEW 23 D)0 WHZAR WG PERO IWHHR SHVYXSUHMKULVGIRRNLRQ
HDUWKIBWKMWXKEDSDO FHIQUWRU UBWKH\]D QWHPSHHURIR@W\VWHPDW
LFDOEL\PLQL V,IKOWEIH LHGH SL F \WIKPU U LR BVAK*H) H HONH O H J D AL IORDQJ H W H
VKRZRK®, NQHHOL@QEDUHKHEGHRBWHHQWKURREBI 2DSRVWXUH
RIVXEPLVWLKBEQVXDNXERUGLWRMWWEBERD@SHUR® KWLVKRS
RISRPHQWKAR XQVEB QW V WGHHP S H UR&H S L FWASHDGV LEDHOODARVZKIR S H
SXVKNGLJKWOKHLGB) @ 76KHPRVWLIQL8RPQWYV LKRRZ HY HW K H
FRPSOMMWSIS UHVRIWKIBIQ VF UL RWWLKMHP SHURBW VEWR E HQ VW HOKQ
LURQWELYMO D UHXWH RXWKIR SKL PV HQWXHFRUDBDLYGRVSVHXGR $U
DEIMFULBWRVDPRIDFEKDVKRZ@J 2¥¥ BKBBRSWKHURE\R SWMHH U\
DHVWKRWQEYHWDFOHG®HKMFSHURNELHOGUIK DVVHKMWL[GDXVLYH
ownership of this visual language §¢ 7KHQDYOLVXDVWXUSDWMRKEHP SHURIR O H
RFEXUVKSIDQBASLFWEKSQLRZQWKKEHR S VDIQFGW K L R PLROAONL\VQ © © §

8J 2YEBKH FH@IHF OXV LFYIHFOGIRVSHX JH Q LY LWW K HMXUEP LV VK IR Q
L\X/KRZPQQWKUHR@])-ILGDL\N—I—GY)WLBHFHLWJQ—G.HJOHJDZI\KLLRW—KHHPSHURU
ZKRZDVLQVWUXPH@WBEARQYRFDWLRWHDKHP HVVDLWQHTXLYRWDO
is the authority of the Pope alone that reunites the churches of the world. The origi
QDGBRZHUMVWODWHPBQBAW KHHP SHU RNK V@ BDBQ RRQ F\H Q VR UWHR®®V K H
R6FLFOVXDHF RUWNPER @XMV KRIDWKFWLGHOPD Q@B GDQVIHUUHG
WRVKIRSHKRZLWKWRYHUWDWUWLYWRIRJUZBVWDJIJMHBKERXQFXKQGLYV

puted victor.

VY7 1LOJHQ ®uff 2
YY 1LOJHQ ®uff Zj
Y 1LOJHQ ®eeoff Zj
Yi ODFN *>>+ £ jo
Y¢ 6HH 1LOJHQ ®oeff 2ij¢ IRU WKH SDSDO LGHD RI XQLYHUVDO IDLWK LQ WKLV SURJUI
Y£ )RWK&RSWQGWKLRS IDIUQ\W YILRQW K&R X QRUXHUUDUD ) O R/MHH@FRD Qo Y+ 7o

Yo )RWKGIHO L E HIUWHDSMIW RWALIRUD L VMIGUR QH PIRRWNK#R SHQV K VFHQHH HLO J @ ££i ¢



Conclusion
7TKHODPOXWRERI-RKQ,, 3DODLRQZRY®W R U W K IDQH [ R WHRV W X,R\H

was a complex document of cultural entanglement and a sophisticated tool of diplo

PDF\, WHHPWK '"WWHREX QFWLR@WHFG UHI| XOO\L EUPXVHWEGL Y IV ORHEROD
LQWHQIRMGK UGIIHV WD R 6 WH QRIMWKIDPOXNWDWPHVVDRIBBSSHDVH
PHQWQGRQW L @XOHIHJLPRAKHY% \]D Q WY QEM HIFWWQ/YY RNHHGHS VHDWHG
EHOLHWKMHSRWURRZIHRIWVFULSW DV BIPWXVOMHEWP SHURWDPDJLFDO
SURWHFRUWRIUWH VW HKRV WWD WV W UDWISSIUR S U LOIVUW RIOWM Y &/ KH W
LFWRODD®PHYRIBDLEO IDFD®SLULWXWRRHT WROHY HQXSHUWRWK D W
RIWK3DSDRA\DQDO\]LWXK UR XWKGILVWYQRWLRRIQ Y H Q VRLEFDF\WO X N
%\]DQWDQKDW DXG LHQZFHXWQ FR YOHPWD VW H U E GIRVOM. WPIDF@HOX Y HU L Q J
ZKHUMHVLQIOBEM WP DGMWR SHDWKUGHS5HUBOQWJIXDRIBRZHDOOH
JLDOQPH)GXWKRUKWWPSHURDVWRULDDWE YL PDDNHOWEEHQ LR Q
RIWK&EKXUFEBWKRUW ®IQGIRE U XV PO HU L DWRDPNSERQVWD QWLQRSOH
<H WV K\HW RRJIW KWHR ELHQ GWAX EV H T XHHJPW XU RRV KHL V XWDHOF RUWGR Y LB HV
FRPSHOGD@BW XGAW KHIHQRREMHRPMIAX LG IRMPHD Q LQBU RAXMOW XU D O
ERX QG D WICHY KFHU L W U RIRBY L V XUWHDS U H V H QMQIY WHHIRIK  V W HRIHAU

struggles of the late medieval world.



Dieser Beitrag analysiert ein einzigartiges Beispiel
VSIWE\IDQWLQLVFKHU YLVXHOOHU-'LSOI
OLFKH 7UDJHQ HLQHV PDPOXNLVFKHQ (K
NKLOzD PLW ,QVFKULIWHQE|]QGHUQ GX
9,,, 3DODLRORJRV DXI GHP .RQJLO YRQ
AAAE AE -HQVHLWYV J|QJLJHU "HXWXQJ
3URSDJDQGD ZLUG GDV PLW DUDELVFKH
YHUVHKHQH *HZDQG KLHU DOV SRO\YDO
kationsmittel verstanden, das sich an drei distinkte
$GUHVVDWHQNUHLVH ULFKWHWH 'HQ 0D
HV /R\ADOLW|W XQG %WHVFKZLFKWLJXQJ (
schen Hof und seinen Untertanen gegeniiber insze -
nierte sich der Kaiser durch die Inanspruchnahme der
apotropaischen Kraft der Schriftzeichen als magischer
%YHVFK¥»W]HU LP :HVWHQ GLHQWH GLH \
QXQJ RULHQWDOLVFKHU tVWKHWLN GD
rituelle Autoritat zu demonstrieren, die den Status des
E\IDQWLQLVFKHQ .DLVHUV DOV GHP GHYV
oder sogar Uberlegen hervorhob. Dass dieses signifi -
NDQWH 6\PERO DXV GHQ RIILJLHOOHQ %
VIII. im Westen verschwand oder getilgt wurde, wéah -
UHQG GHU 3DSVW VHLQ %LOG JOHLFK]HL
VFKHQ 6FKULIW]JHLFKHQ DXIZHUWHWH ]
YLVXHOOH 5HSU|]VHQWDWLRQ XQG "HXW)
Moment kritischer interkultureller Begegnung.

=XVDPPHQIDVY¥68QJ



7KLY SDSHU H[DPLQHV D XQLTXH LQVWDQFH RI OD
WLQH LPSHULDO YLVXDO GLSORPDF\ WKH SXEOLF

D ODPOXN LQVFULEHG UREH RI KRQRU NKLOzD E\

-RKQ 9,,, 3DODLRORJRV GXULQJ KLV DWWHQGDQFH
&RXQFLO RI )HUUDUD )ORUHQFH AAAE AE 7KLV V
beyond previous interpretations of simple visual prop -

aganda, arguing that the robe functioned as a care -

fully calibrated, multivalent symbol intended for three

distinct audiences. For the Mamluks, it was a message

of appeasement and continued allegiance. For his

Byzantine court, it invoked deep-seated beliefs in

the apotropaic power of script-as-amulet, casting the

emperor as a magical protector. For his Western hosts,

it was a strategic appropriation of oriental aesthetics

WR FODLP D OHYHO RI ELEOLFDO DQG VSLULWXDO

WR WKDW RI WKH 3DSDF\ 8OWLPDWHO\ WKH VXEV
disappearance of this potent symbol from all offi -

FLDO SRUWUDLWYV RI WKH HPSHURU FRXSOHG ZLW
own adoption of similar motifs, reveals a fascinating

struggle over visual representation and authority in

this critical moment of cross-cultural encounter.
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