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�&�����'���(�'��Prehistoric sites in Southern Egypt and the location of Nabta Playa Basin 
(after Mazher. El Hinnawi, Radwan, Barakat, Ali 2005).

�&�����'���)�'��Nabta Playa. View on the Sacred Mountain - site E-06-4 (photo R. Schild).
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Structure 2/7

Structure 2/5

Fig. 4. Nabta Playa, site E-06-4. General view of excavated objects 
(drawn by M. Puszkarski, J. Sawicki).

the pits or immediately above, had been shaped by knapping (Fig. 4). During 
the 2008 season, the next 12 tumuli were excavated (that is no 18, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 40; see the Fig. 3).

1. Tumulus 2
Tumulus 2 had nearly a circular shape and measured about 4 m in diameter. It 

was some 60 cm high, although its original height could have been considerable
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Structure 2/1 Tumulus 2

Fig. 6. Nabta Playa, site E-06-4. Profile A-B of Tumulus 2 and Structure 2/1 
(drawn by A. Czekaj-Zastawny, J. Sawicki). 1, 3 - layer of consolidated 
eroded quartzitic sandstone, 2 - layer of limonite, 4 - layer of alluvial 

rubble of quartzitic sandstone, 5 - dune sand, 5a - consolidated dune sand, 
6 - quartzitic sandstone stone slabs.

2. Structure 2/1
Structure 2/1 has been formed by a concentration of quartzitic sandstone 

slabs laid in an approximately circular arrangement with a diameter of 140 cm 
and a height of 40 cm. The structure was dissected along the AB cross section 
line of Tumulus 2. Under the pavement of sandstone slabs, a regular pit ap­
peared, sunk into the sandstone shingle bed. The pit was oval in shape, meas­
uring 85 x 70 cm, and reached about 100 cm in depth; the walls were straight. 
It contained weakly consolidated dune sand and two levels of thin sandstone 
slabs arranged in box-like structures, whose sides had been placed at an angle 
to the horizontal stone slabs forming their bases. At the bottom of the pit, four 
microlithic tools have been found, two triangles with a small short side and 
two backed bladelets.

3. Structure 2/3
It is a concentration of quartzitic sandstone slabs positioned in an irregu­

lar, close to oval, feature measuring about 200 x 150 cm. Under the slabs, a 
pit occurred. It was oval in shape, measuring 90 x 70 cm. The pit was cov­
ered by a single, horizontal stone slab. In a cross section along the west-east 
line, the pit showed a straight wall and an irregular one. It was filled with 
a weakly consolidates dune sand. About 20 cm below its top, two diagonal
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Table 1. Nabta Playa, site E-06-4. The characteristic of features examined archaeologically

E-06-4, Tumulus 2 and Associated Structures
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Stone cover X X X X X X X X

Pit X X X X X

Slab construction 
inside pit

- X - X - X - -

Lithics

1 triangle 
and 1 backed

bladelet)

2 triangles and 2 
backed bladelets - - - - - -

Animal remains

1 fragment of 
a shell of Nile 
oyster (Ethe- 
ria nilotica)*

12 fragments 
of long bones 
of a ruminant 

(antelope/ 
gazelle?)*

-

3 tooth 
fragments of 
a ruminant

(Gazella 
dorcas)*

-

6 tooth 
fragments of
a ruminant

(Gazella 
dorcas)*

- -

Plant remains

18 charcoal 
fgts

(Tamarix)**

12 charcoal fgts 
(Tamarix)** -

5 charcoal 
fgts (Tama­

rix)**
- - - -

14C dates
7960 ± 50 BP
(Poz-20288)

7990 ± 40 BP
(Poz-20315)

* Analyses by M. Osypinska.
** Analyses by M. Lityriska-Zajqc

the pits and that these were of multiple uses. Charcoal remains, all resulting 
from the burning of tamarix, imply presence of fires in the immediate vicinity 
of the arrangements (Table 1).

9. Archaeological Association of Tumulus 2 and the Structures
Two features of the complex (Table 1) yielded practically identical radiocarbon 

ages of 7990 ± 40 years BP (Poz-20315) and 7960 ± 50 years BP (Poz-20288), or, 
while calibrated, placing these events between around 7,100 and 6,800 calibrated 
years BC (Fig. 11). This is an age within the El Nabta Humid Interphase and the 
time of the Holocene Climatic Optimum in the South Western Desert. As to the 
lithics, all of them have very close analogies with the materials of the El Nabta Vari-
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Fig. 10. Nabta Playa, site E-06-4. Microliths from tumulus 2 (1, 2) and structure 2/1 (3-6);
(drawn by M. Puszkarski).
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