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1 Overview of the Site and the Challenging
Aspects of Research

1.1 Localisation of the Site

IRFDWHG LQ WKHVVBUI KWHKE UHPREFNRDWDRFDQ EH IRX
RQ DQG DURRWDINMWHKWH KLOO DW WKH $YRUHVUIREKWYQ DI IPLRYIGIW
=>rCAf@<9?* :((@AOZ-WK D PHDQ HOHYDWLRQVIZR T WHUHQV
ERXQGDU\ LV QHDU WKH URDG E H RZPMBI\QODRKNEPR G GQL W
HDVWHUQ QHDU WKH URDG (RKNGDRQWRWRR MKIDYLOODJH

*HRORJLFDOO\ WKH DUHD LV FKDUDFWHULVHG E\ Z\VF
SRVLWHG GXULQJ GHYHBEOPIQQ W R\ZR MHEIQHWKH UR X QG L C
WKH VRLO LV FKDUDFWHULVHG E\ D VLJ@KBFBQW VHURGLE
DQG WKH VWHHSQHVYV RI WKH KLOO DURXQG LWV WZR PLC
ZKHQ HYDOXDWLQJ WKH LQVWDELOLW\ Rl WKH SODLQ DU
XWHG WR WKH GHIRUPDWLRQ RI VRPH RI WKH UHPDLQV R

W LV QRWHG WKDW LW LV VLIDXDWWR FOIDIUVW & HPW QI
YDOOH\ SUR SHW BQRXWIKIH P R X Q W DH I VIR WLRVWN VIR XMAIS U H
WKH XSSHUPRVW ESWHHFWR FIRP R QLWLDRQ PHWDPRUSKLF URF
FRQQHFWYV RSKLROLWGMHM PHRKS HAUDR@WERYWI IRID QG WKH
FDOMMHEL XQLW ZKLFK LV PDGH XS Rl DPSHKIHERBUWENVWF
RI WK MMHURXVLD DV ZHOO DOHWWBIUKLDO Q& ©Q RAB/W FRW VD KIH
OLNL LV IRUPH®DHE\GHSRVLWYV RI PLGGOH WR JXRH SHUP}
EHORZKH ODTHU UHJLRQ LV FHQWUHG LQ D 9RNNHWLRIL FC
DQG H[WHQGRXRDVRMR WKH RNDWLWRR WKH ZHVW DQG E
QDUURZV WRYRI RXPPVDBIPHMRNDUL DUH ORFDWHG LQ WK
RI WKLV DUHD WR WKH Z\WVFK PRXQWDLQRXV DUHDV
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1.1 Localisation of the Site

7KH UHVVBVRVHURKKVLD ZKLFK LQFOXGHV VRKIP DM L ROQD OR
ZLWKLQUWSRIORQY. JHRORJLFDO XQLW ZLWK ORYZ ZIDMWKHU SH
SRFNHWV RI RSOLPPRXKHDUBRQGY IRUPDWLRQHREDQVH
VHHQ LQ WKHHYRD WK HURRWKDRDURXQG WRKWL@WRRULFD (
WDEOH YDULDWLRQ LV QRWHG VR XW K)FR{ WDHRH DRIDLAY] RDXQ
WKH RWKHU WKH PRXQR®PHIQQBDNDNRRWKVNRLE@KLFK FDUER
RI KLJK SHUPHDELDZWW B DHFIRYPHEGWUDWLRQ Rl VSULQJ\
1IRUWKRRPDVD QNVWRHD SROORBOH ®AHLY/RFHQH JUDQXOD
RI KLJK SHUPHDELOLW)\ OWRS \POLQ WK RHIELPRIQWKH JHR
JUHDWHU DUHD RI LQMWIXHMWELY SURYLGHG LQ
5DLQZDWHU YROXPH LV DDHR/X/Q® WWR B ® Y M UFHIWRIH G R
EDVLOHRRSRWDPRY JDWKHUL QY WHWBR XN WIN W PGRFH WA H
YHJHWDWLRQ FRQXEKWWHREDYFELRQ SKU\JDQDUHHNWR NQ
6SL@SXUJH DORQJVLGH RWKHU GU\ VRLO SODy#V VXFK
maritima ,Q FOHDUHG DUHDV WKHVH UH HPHQJWXPPWKLQ D
WKH JHRORJLFDO VXEVWUDWH RI WKH UHJLRQ FRQVLVW
EHGXH WR WKH LQFUHDVH LQ JUD]LQJ LQ WKH ODVW GH
VLIQLYFDQWO\ FDXVLQJ ODQG GHJUDGDWLRQ HVSHFLD

111 Topography and Expanse of Cultural Activity

$ <:;> VXUYH\ LQYHVWLIJDWLRQ GHWHUPLQHG WKDW WK
HUV WKH HQWRUBWLHMV WIKMO DQG UHDFKMKW NXWR WK H
HG ERXQGDQRERQ VHTOHPHQW DFWLY It WR ZHHQFRWP SIDQ/ WHRW -
WKH DUHD RI VHTOHPHQW VKRXOG DOVR LQFOXGH VRPH
HUQ ERXQGDULHV RI WKH DUFKDHRORJLFDO DUHD QDPH
IURMRXNLDRWRDYWHVH DUHDV ViISDQG;HDEH PRFDWHG LQ R
LQYHVWLIJDWLRQ ZDV QRW SRVVLEOH)DRPVKKH FRRQWWLIGN
FRXOG EH GHWHUPLQHG OAKQIRW QV &R TWEW R CF R@ KHD I0Q N H O
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1 Overview of the Site and the Challenging Aspects of Research

Identified Structures

x Peaks

Scale
1:1000

Figure 4: The area of Koumasa with a DEM produced Orthophoto.

OLQRDQ DFWLRXPDRD SEBILQ XQGHU LQYHVWLJIJDWLRQ HC
?7< @=FKPMt KLARWRBRNLHY LV LQ WKH PLGGOH RI WKLV DUHD
SRLQW WRSRJUDSKLFDOO\ WKLV LV ZKHUH WKH PDLQ L
YLIXURVLOMXYWUDWH W K.H WIRNSIRHW BE R\ORD QMGKBEW YV VXUUF

7KH VLWH VHHPV WR HQERRBRVWHWXHQFAHR QHWK YQGV
PHQWYVY IURP (WHKH HDKFOWKRORL DUHD DQG3URWRKHBE Q\WGH T (
IHRSDBDNH WX PPLWRRIDNWNKHY KLOO LV PDUNHG E\ WZLQ
RI ZKL¥KLVY >< P DERYH VHD OHYHO DQG6URUPY WWNVP
QRUWKHUQ SHDN WKH FRPSOH[ RKHNKRXMOEXFYOIBHIYND LV
OLTOH ORZHIKHDWLO®O PHTOHPHQW H[WHQGV RIL.D UHODV
XUH > DFURVV DQLDDID R IDABKDUG GRIPINWHG WR WKH Q

[3IHLXHU HW DO <:;?

[ 7KH LPDJHV ZHUH SURGXFHG ZDWsK HD ®HRW D DOV RIQREIXFH G

I )RU WKH FKURQRORJLFDGKDHTWRO EH FBLHP D KPODULRWRERXORV <:<
>>=>G600
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1.1 Localisation of the Site

Figure 5: Slope of Koumasa in degrees and contour lines.

WIBBDWHDX RQ D VHFRQGRUD MIOHY BWR IR QR MHKISHDNV |
YLVXDOUVMGH @ OLQH =

2Q WKH H[WHQW R[OWKHUBVREXFMERQ FXWV DLG LQ W
WKH KLOORV$SWRBSRIWREKOIRUWK D[LV VL[ SDUDOOHO YHU
=P LQ OHQJWK QXPEHUHG IURP VRXWK WR QRUWK ZL!
YLHZHU ORRNLQJ IURKR MRIGFO RRXIKWKH RULHQWDWLRQ RI
RI WRMHDNLHY YYH FURVV VHFWLRQ FXWV ZHUH GUDZQ 2
QXPEHUHG IURP ZHVW WR HDVWL AWK AD VRHXSAKH BI\QWH QG
LQ WKH YDOOH\ ORRNIZRH WRVWHKB) LORKYWWYHEMMNG A UHS!
OHYHOV ZKRVH PDLQ H[WHQW LV KLGGHQ IURP WKH DVV>

7KH ZHVWHUQ VLGH RI WKH KLOO ULVHV UHODWLYHO!
DQG WKH ROLYH JURYH GRDMK ;RDLQ\KKP @ RZDVUWBV:: P R
WLRQVLIRUB?A VHFWKXRGEYV ;OWKHQ IDOOV VOLJKWO\ XQV
WRS SODLDXWHR GDUN DUHD UHSUBRNVIKQWL@J DHREZWLLGRFEO.
DURXQG WKH QLIRUPDUNHFWLRQ > DURX®GHWEH :?2: P P

7KH SODLQ FRQVWLWXWHY WKH ,AHBMWUBPOWNUB D RZ MK
RI HURVLRQ GXH WR LWV PRUH HYHQ VXUPEYHTFRIFPCQ D/ODH C
WKHQRDQ EXLOGLQJVY WKHUH FDQ VXUYLYH WR TXLWH \
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