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Inland harbours as gateways between water and land are crucial nodes for mobility and economic ex-
change in Antiquity as well as in the Middle Ages. This volume is a collection of 20  papers given in 2016 at 
the international conference »Inland harbours in Central Europe: Nodes between Northern Europe and the 
Mediterranean Sea« in Dijon (Universit###

y of Burgundy, France). 
The conference has been part of Priority Program 1630 »Harbours« funded by the German Research Found-
ation. The papers deal with the archaeological, historical and geographical analysis of specific harbours and 
ships, harbour systems of selected rivers and lakes as well as larger harbour networks and their interplay 
with other infrastructure. The case studies cover a wide geographic range from Scandinavia to the Mediter-
ranean with a particular focus on France and Germany.  
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Mare Thracium – the Thracian Sea – is the northernmost part of the Aegean Sea. It is located between the 
east coast of Chalkidiki and the Athos peninsula, the coast of the Aegean Thrace, the west coast of the 
Thracian Chersonese and the islands of Imbros and Lemnos. Despite its peripheral location, this region has 
been an integral part of the Mediterranean world. The wealth of the resources, such as the silver from 
Thasos or the Thasian and Samothracian marble, was of great importance, as were also the rivers, such as 
Strymon and Hebros, which provided a connection to the Thracian hinterland. Numerous harbour cities 
along the coastlines contributed significantly to the development of the region since the Archaic period 
and in several cases they continued to exist existed until, and in some cases even after, the  
Byzantine era.
In an effort to give to Mare Thracium the deserved prominence in its entirety, both to its important 
settlements as well as to its importance as a transport area, a workshop was held in Mainz in 2016 as part 
of the Interdisciplinary Archaeological Project »The Thracian harbour city Ainos in Roman and Byzantine 
times – the development of a traffic hub in a changing environment« which was a participant of the 
Priority Research Programme of the German Research Foundation (DFG SPP 1630) »Harbours from the 
Roman Period to the Middle Ages«. The contributions in this volume, are addressing: natural conditions 
for seafaring, historical developments, physical remains of coastal settlements and their harbours as well as 
underwater discoveries.
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