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Byzantine period i

Mosaic floors of cult sites

late 4- c.cE,;V" g J,/ : oy

JLIXUH o kjTORVDLF CRRUV RI FXOW VLWHVY LQ WKH ZF
ORVDLF SRRUV RI &KULVWLDQ DQG -HZLVK FXOW VLWHV .LV
7VDIHULV ‘'/y+ %HNHU 6KHPD *D]LW DQG /HQGHU ‘'//( 'I])

$=HU &KULVWLDQL]DWLRQ LQ(WKHKIHIREKWMWA® K LW KR F AKX
XODWLRQ DFFHSWHG &KULVWLDQLW\ DV LV HYLGHQW
DUHD VHH $SSHQGL[ +&£I1A&XOW VLWHV LQ WKH VWX
-HZLVK PLQRULW\ $00 WRZQV LQ WKH VWXG\ DUHD K
OLNHO\ DW OHDVW RQH FXOW VLWH LQ HDFK RI WKH (
KDYH EHHQ GLVFRYHUHG LQ WKH VWXG\ DUHD WKDW
EDW ,UT $EX %DNUD + DQG .KLUEDW -HPPHK %DWKZK
LQJ UHPDLQV RI ZKLFK WKH IXQFWLRQ LV ZLWKRXW TX
OLNHO\ KDG SXEOLF EDWKV GXULQJ WKH /DWH 5RPDQ
RQ SRSXODWLRQ VL]IH DQG UHVRXUFH

'XULQJ WKH %\]DQWLQH SHULRG WKH HFRQRPLF OL
RQ FDVK FURS DJULFXOWXUH DQG JUDSHV ZHUH DQ
WKH QRUWKHUQ 1HJHY *DW (&'( 2YHU *& IDUPVWHD
YH\V RI WKH DUHD ,Q WKH YLOODJHY DQG WRZQV W



‘ Western study area: Nahal Besor

RQ DJULFXOWXUH DQG WKH WUDGH RI LWV SURGXFW\
O0DJHQ .KLUEDW ,UT .KLUEDW %HRNHU 6KHPD KDYH
ZLQH ZDV VWRUHG DQG WUB® V SIFOUWH\GRIQQ' /D] D/ /M D WD\
VXFK MDU VKHUGY FDQ EH IRXQG LQ D KLJK FRQFHQ!
1IRUWKHUQ 1HJHY 7HSSHU HW DO (&'y %DU 2] HW D
LV DOVR DQ LQGLFDWLRQ Rl WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI ZL
PRUH DW WKH ODUJH IDUPLQJ FRPSOH[ %LU :DNLOL ¢
GXULQJ D VXUYH\

g IiEarly Islamic period

,Q WHUPV RI WKH (DUO\ ,VODPLF SHULRG )* VLWHV |
PHQW GHQVLW\ LV EHODWMWHNM S IOR A T® @H NP "XH V
FRQWLQXRXV RFFXSDWLRQ RI VLWHVY EHWZHHQ WKH

GLVWLQJIJXLVKLQJ EHWZHHQ WKH VLWH GLVWULEXWLF

OMH GLOHPPD RI WKH VXUYH\RUV VWHPV IURP WKH D@H|
WZHHQ WZR SROLWLFDO SHULRGV %\]DQWLQH DQG $UD
LQ DQ LPPHGLDWH FKDQJH RI SRSXODWLRQ DQG PDWHU
DQG IDEULFV DUH %\]DQWLQH DQG ZKLFK DUH HDUO\ S
FOHDUO\ WKDW WKH\ DUH SULPDULO\ %\]DQWLQH LQ FKD
OD\HUVRQ '//, '&) O

/IDWH %\]DQWLQH SR@HU\ FRQWLQXHV LQWR WKH (D
PDQ\ VLWHYV PD\ EH PLVVLQJ RQ WKLV PDS DV WKH\ I
%\]DQWLQH SHULRG MH FRLQ ™QGV VHH &KDSWHU
VWXG\ DUHD ZKLFK VKRZ D VXEVWDQWLDO GURS LQ
LQGLFDWH D GURS LQ HFRQRPLF DFWLYLWLHV LQ WI
FI :DOPVOH\ '/// SRLQW RXW WKDW %\]DQWLQH FR
IRUP XQGHU D$EG D/O&DINWNRHUPREA WKH LQWURC
$UDE %\]DQWLQH FRSSHU FRLQDJH GLG QRW SUH GD
‘:DOPVOH\ '/// MHUHIRUH LW LV QRW SRVVLEOH EL
FRQFOXGH ZKHWKHU D VH@OHPHQW ZDV DEDQGRQHG
XHG LQWR WKH (DUO\ ,VODPLF SHULRG MHVH IDFWV
VH@OHPHQW GHQVLW\ GHFUHDVHG VLJQL™FDQWO\ V
WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI W&H HYH QWK VHOIWRO\VLWHYV FRC
FXSLHG D=HU WKH $UDE FRQTXHVW MH H[FDYDWLRC
(DUO\ ,VODPLF SHULRG PRUH DFFXUDWHO\ WKDQ VXU
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Western study area: Nahal Besor
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JLIXUH o kkt(DUO\ ,VODPLF SHULRG VLWH GLVWULEX!

DUHD MH FD '&aKD ODUJH VH@OHPHQW ZDV H[FDYDW
WLRQ IURP WKH %\]DQWLQH WR MWXMXUDYWHDWLWLG J
QR YLROHQW GHVWUXFWLRQ OD\HU ZDV IRXQG LQ WK
(DUO\ ,VODPLF SHULRG DQG WKH VLWH UHDFKHG LW\
WX&\ 1DKOLHOL DQG ,VUDHO '/yy ODJQHVV (&&) '-*
LQWHUHVWLQJ IDFW DV WKH JHQHUDO WUHQG VKRZ\
VLWH VL]JHV GXULQJ WKH (DUO\ ,VODPLF SHULRG
MHUH DUH VHYHUDO ODUJH VLWHV LQ WKH VWXG\

6KHPD ZKLFK ZHUH RFFXSLHG GXULQJ WKH (DUO\ ,V
WRZQV WR WKH WRZQ RI +RUYDW 3D@LVK DGGLWLR
DV WR WKLV GD\ WKHVH VLWHV ZHUH QRW H[FDYDW
YDJH H[FDYDWLRQV KDYH EHHQ FRQGXFWHG L H 0D



&RLQ \QGV IURP WKH ZI—‘VWHju:Q V)

(VWDEOLVKLQJ VLWH VL]JHV GXULQJ WKH (DUO\ ,VOC
DV SUHYLRXVO\ PHQWLRQHG PDQ\ VLWHV VHHP WR Vk
SHULRG DQG WKHUH DUH QR FOHDU LQGLFDWLRQV RI
MH VL]IH Rl WKH VLWH GXULQJ LWV JUHDWHVW H[WHQ
WKH %\]DQWLQH SHULRG

2l WKH (DUO\ ,VODPLF SHULRG VLWHV (( DUH QRQ S
JRU HLIJKW VLWHV WKH KRYRAWHVVIMWHY RQN QFORGA | BEC
ORVW VLWHV DUH LQ WKH VPDOOHVW FDWHJRU\ PDL
VPDOO HQFDPSPHQWYV DQG D IHZ MQGVSRWY MUHH Y
FDWHJRU\ Rl VLWHV Rl XS WR WKUHH KD LQ DUHD

g jJ&RLQ \QGV IURP WKH ZHVWHUQ VWXG\ L

MH FRLQV IURP WKH ZHVWHUQ VWXG\ DUHD ZHUH IRX(
0DJHQ .KLUEDW -HPPHK 7HO -HPPHK DQG .KLUEDW F
ZHUH WDNHQ LQWR DFFRXQW IRU WKLV VWXG\ +HOO
7HO -HPPHK WKH PDMRULW\ GDWL® & (WoR{ WZKHH Q DWW
+HOOHQLVWLF DQG (DU @®\& BRPD Q& SRIYQR B/ ZR&ERLQV ZF
IRXQG WKDW GDWH LQ EHWZHHQ WKHVH DSSUR[LPDW
GRHVY QRW LQFOXGH WKH WKUHH HDUO\ 5RPDQ FRLQ
)DUNDK VRXWK WKDW GRW N HWR &K RS WHWY W + H QXA
SHULRG ,Q WKH WKLUG FHQWXU\ D ULVH LQ FRLQ Q>
IURP WKLY DUHD DOVR LQGLFDWH D YLVLEOH SHDN LC
FHQWXDWQG D VHFRQG SHDN LQ WKk (VLRVRRW@& W 8 D W
WR WKH SHULRG EHWZHWHY %Y & DG RI& VXEVWDQWLD
GLVWULEXWLRQ GXU QK DWKHEHMOKGAWVEWXVUMG ZLGHO\
DUJXHV WKDW GXULQJ WKH ™=K FHQWXU\ D GHFOLQH
LW\ LQ WKH VRXWKHUQ /HYDQW WRRN SODFH ZKLFK |
WLYH QXPLVPDWLF HYLGHQFH MLV TXDQWLWDWLYH W
*LWOHU DQG :HLVEXUG (&&+ DQG LV UHSHFWHG LQ W
WKH ZHVWHUQ VWXG\ DUHD VHH )LIXUH + '(  $V WKH
PDWLF GDWD GXULQ&(WBWH™-RQHAHQWRSB\RVHG WKHUH
WHUQDWLYH K\SRWKHVHV IRU WKH QXPLVPDWLF HYLG
%LMRYVN\ (&'( )XNV HW DO (&'-

%DVHG RQ WKH VH@OHPHQW GDWD LW LV GL>FXOW
VXESHULRG GXULQJ WKH %\]DQWLQH SHULRG DV PR\
VWUHWFKHYV RI WLPH +RZHYHU D VKDUS LQFUHDVH
WKH IRXUWS FHMHWXERYH )LIJXUH + / DQG LQFOXGHV
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‘ Western study area: Nahal Besor

ZKLFK GDWH IURP V&KRQZHK GV QIWXG \WKH V\QDJIRJIXF
SRLQW WR WKH K\SRWKHVLV 6DIDUL '//y VXJIJHVWYV

DQG HFRQRPLF DFWLYLW\ &KWLK J X\OKGHW™WID W HQHV B X
GDWD VKRZ WKDW DERXW ',A£ Rl WKH RRLROYGEWH W
WZHHQ (( WR (*£ RI WKH FRLQV GDWH WR WKH VL[W
EHFDXVH VL[WK FHQWXU\ FRLQV ZHUH LQ XVH XQWLO
&( DQG WKH WHUPLQDWLRQ RI WKH XVH RI %\]DQWL
XUH + '( VKRZV D VXEVW RQWLRZMH GHF OL\QHQBAL QK FR
XVHG XQWLO WKH HQG RI WKH VHYHQWK FHQWXU\ S
FUHDVH RI FRRQPLDKMUWKXHUHIRUH EH PLVOHDGLQJ

VLGHU WKDW WKH FLUFXODWLRQ JUDGXDOO\ GHFOLQ

Coins (percentageof total)

15

10

o
N
o
[
[uny

Coin Yhdsin the western study area
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JLIXUH o klIT&RLQ BQGV IURP WKH :HVWHUQ VWXG\ DUHD
&RLQV DFFRUGLQJ WR SHUFHQWDJH +HOOHQLVWLF ) +& (DUO\
]JDOQWLQH )* -£ /DWH %\]DQWLQH +( y&£ DQG (DUO\ ,VODPLF , /A
)&& DQG ,)y $EVROXWH FRLQ QXPEHUV RQ WKH JUDSK &RLQ GD\
(Menorah VHH $SSHQGLJ[ (



h CENTRAL STUDY ARK
BE'ER SHEVA AND
ITS SURROUNDINGS

h dntroduction

MH FHQWUDO VWXG\ DUHD FHQWHUV DURXQG WKH PRG
RI WKH VWXG\ DUHD UXQV WKH %HNHU 6KHYDE$UDG ¢
QRUWK DQG VRXWK RI LW DUH ORZ KLOOV WKDW UHD
XUH ,

MH DOWLWXGH Rl WKH VWXG\ DUHD UDQJHV EHWZH}
MH ZDGLV LQ WKHDKW®YOG\ DHHHDVKIHAEY D +HEURWH %HTD
GU\ ULYHUEHGV WKDW RQO\ FDUU\ ZDWHU D=HU KHD
%HTD DQG 6HFKHU UXQ LQWR 1DKDO %HHUVKHYD ZK
DUHD RI WKH PRGHUQ FLW\ RI %HNHU 6KHYD LV PRVW
HDVW DQG VRXWK DUH WKHUH VPDOO KLOOV MH ODQ
GUDPDWLFDOO\ VLQFH WKH HDUO\ (&WK FHQWXU\ PR\

MH 7XUNLVK $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ EXLOW WKH PRGHUQ
QLQJ RI WKH (&WK FHQWXU\ RQ WKH UHPDLQV RI WKF
DQG <LVUDHOL '/-) "'+ OXVLO '/&y ,, YLVLWHG WKI
WHPDWLF GHVWUXFWLRQ RI WKH DQFLHQW UHPDLQV |
WKH KRXVHV Rl WKH QHZ FLW\ $UFKDHRORJLFDO UH\
6KHYD WKH FRUH VLWH Rl WKH HQWLUH UHJLRQ EHJ
H[EDYDWLRQV ZHUH FBU DIQHG CROWWSEB DEYBHKEBLYHU VLWL
1H[W WR WKH PRGHUQ FLW\ RI %HNHU 6KHYD WKHUH
ODJHV LQ WKH VWXG\ DUHD PDLQO\ %HGRXLQ VH@OF
DJULFXOWXUDO DUHDV )LJXUH , ( S$ERXW '&& VTXDU

ig
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‘ Central study area: Be’er Sheva and its surroundings

JLIXUH p kt&HQWUDO VWXG\ DUHD VKRZLQJ WKH PDLQ PR
6XUYH\ PDS GLYLVLRQV PDSV ‘(- '(y ')’ DQG ')( DSSHDU DFFRU
,VUDHO LQFOXGLQJ 1DKDO %HHUVKHYD 1DKDO +HEURQ 1DKDO

GHYHORSHG DUHDV LQFOXGLQJ SDYHG URDGV MH ¥
XVHG IRU DJULFXOWXUH ZLWK D IHZ IRUHVW DUHDYV
HVSHFLDOO\ WR WKH HDVW WIQU Y RXWHK RH Yok i D DU X &X
%HGRXLQ VH@OHPHQWY B6KPXHOL DQG .KDPDLVL (&'

MH FHQWUDO VWXG\ DUHD ZLWK WKH DQFLHQW FL\
YLGHG LQWR IRXU VXUYH\ PDSV MH QRUWKHUQ WZR
%HNHU 6KHYD (DVW '(y KDYH QRW EHHQ V\VWHPDW
LV FRYHUHG E\ WKH PRGHUQ FLW\ Rl %HRNHU 6KHYD
WLRQ RI GHYHORSPHQW VXUYH\V H[FDYDW$®RQV DQ
DQG®S$ ZLWK WKH PDMRULW\ RI WKH GDWD KDYLQJ EH
FDXVH RI WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI WKH FLW\ Rl %HRNHU
ZHUH VXUYH\HG DQG H[FDYDWHG DQG WKH SXEOLVK
WKHVH VXUYH\V DQG H[FDYDWLRQV )RU DOO LQWHQ
VLGHUHG DV KDYLQJ EHHQ IX0O0O\ VXUYH\HG MH WZR
WKH '/y&V DQG SXEOLVKHG LQ (&'* RQOLQH ,Q WRWD
E\ We6H 7DEOH , '



Introduction ji

JLIXUH p ITORGHUQ ODQG XVH RI WKH FHQWUDO VWXG
%HNHU 6KHYD FRPSULVHV WKH PRVW H[WHQVLYH VHFWLRQ F
VXUURXQG WKH FLW\ DQG WKHUH DUH VRPH PLOLWDU\ DUHI
*OREHAIE (65,
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Central study area: Be'er Sheva and its surroundings

7DEOH p kt6XUYH\ PDSV VLWHV GHQVLW\ DQG VXUYH\ P
MLV QXPEHU LQFOXGHYVY RQO\ WKH &ODVVLFDO VLWHYV UHJLVWHU
DGGHG EDVHG RQ GHYHORSPHQW VXUYH\V LQVSHFWLRQV DQG W

Map Dates Area Number Density Number of Density  Survey Reference
1R surveyed (sqkm) ofTotal of Sites Classical of Sites  Method
Sites Sites
E E 100 & RO O HFOMKIHPH VK
RI VXUYH\\D
DQG H[FDYD
WLRQV
E E 100 306 & RO O H FKIHRPH V K
RI VXUYH\\E
DQG H[FDYD
WLRQV
131 D Q @&oo 109 79 JLHOG %DXPJDUWHQ
SDUWYV LQ ZDONLQJ D
1980 100 105 89 JLHOG %DXPJDUWHQ

ZDONLQJ E

$V LV HYLGHQW WKH DUFKDHRQR)JLIFD @ LGPH QD IUWW K
RI WKH %HVRU UHJLRQ ,Q PDSV '(- DQG '(y WKH GHQ
FLW\ Rl %HNHU 6KHYD LV ORFDWHG DW WKH FHQWHU
MHUHIRUH PDQ\ DUFKDHRORJLFDO VLWHY KDYH EHH
WKHVH GDWD PDQ\ VLWHVY RYHU *&& PRVWO\ WRPEV
LQVSHFWLRQV PDLQO\ LQ WKH 20G &LW\ RI %HNHU
WDEDVH )XUWKHUPRUH ZKHUH WKHUH ZDV OL@OH L
SXEOLFDWLRQV WAIiHotSXG®IGIDWKIRR) S UNKHRORJL\RW
and Surveys in Isradif-ES) RU DGGLWLRQDO VFLHQWL™F OLWH!I
WKLV VWXG\

,Q PDQ\ FDVHV ZKHQ EXULDOV ZHUH H[FDYDWHG \
ZDV QRW JLYHQ RQO\ D JHQHUDO ORFDWLRQ :KHQ S
WHUPLQHG ZLWK WKH KHOS RI SXEOLVKHG PDSV JH
WDEDVH VHH*FKOBWMHU $Q)DGGLWLRQDO FKDOOHQJH
PDMRULW\ KDYH QRW EHHQ H[FDYDWHG RU QR ™MQGV
LV R=HQ LPSRVVLEOH +RZHYHU WKH UDQJHV RI GDW
WKDW IRU H[DPSOH FLVW WRPEV EXLOW IURP ZKLWI
LQ /DWH 5RPDQ WR (DUO\ ,VODPLF SHULRG FRQWH[W



Methodology and site size jk

h dvethodology and site size

ORVW VLWHV ZHUH IRXQG LQ WKH FHQWUDO VWXG\
/+' &ODVVLFDO VLWHV ZHUH UHFRUGHG DQG DGGHG W
GLVERYHUHG GXULQJ SDVW VXUYH\V H[FDYDWLRQV
JLIXUH , ) MLV QXPEHU GL HUV IURP WKH VLWH QXF
DV RYHU )&& VLWHV IRXQG GXULQJ LQVSHFWLRQV DQ¢
WDEDVH 'XULQJ WKH +H0 ORQGL DU\ SR DRGSMRALR G
DSSDUHQW FKDQJH LQ WKH QXPEHU RI VH@OHPHQW V
SHULRG WKH QXPEHU RI VLWHV FOLPEV WR *- (& VLW
DQG EDVHG RQ WKH DYDLODEOH GDWD LW LV QRW S
SHULRGKWHEZ HE(& VLWHY KDYH QRW EHHQ LQFOXGHG LQ
LV FOHDUO\ HYLGHQW IURP WKH /DWH 5RPDQ SHULRG
WLQH SHULRG EXW GHFUHDVHV LQ WKH (DUO\ ,VODPLI
ORVW VLWHV GDWH WR WK %\JDERXQWHS HRWQLHR ® X Q
LQWR FRQVLGHUDWLRQ WKDW ' PDQ\ WRPEV KDYH ElI
]JDQWLQH SHULBQGQ& NPRW DOO VLWHV ZHUH EXLOW |
VDPH SHULRG +RZHYHU WKHVH QXPEHUV SURYLGH L

Total Sites

n=321

Stes (percent of total)
8 8 8

N
o

=
o

Hellenistic Early Roman Late Roman Byzantine Early Islamic

JLIJXUH p mt&HQWUDO VWXG\ DUHD WRWDO VLWHV DF
7ZHQW\ VLWHV WKDW GDWH WR WKH JHQHUDO 5RPDQ SHULR
SHUFHQWDJH DFFRUGLQJ WR SHULRG %HRHU 6KHYD FRXQW
5RPDQ ( )£ /DWH 5RPDQ /'A %\]DQWLQH ,('A DQG (DUO\
RQ WKH JUDSK
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‘ Central study area: Be'er Sheva and its surroundings

SD@HUQV LQ WKH VWXG\ DUHD )XUWKHUPRUH RYHU
WLRQV WHVW WUHQFKHV RU LQVSHFWLRQV EHORQJ
6KHYD 7R EH DEOH WR FRPSDUH WKH GL"HUHQW VXU
FDWHG ZLWKLQ WKH DUHD Rl WKH 5RPDQ %\]DQWLQH
RQH VH@OHPHQW OLNH LQ RWKHU WRZQV DQG YLOO
DFFRXQWHG IRU ,Q WKH (DUO\ ,VODPLF SHULRG WKH
'&' VLWHV DOWKRXJK WKH SHUFHQWDJH RI (DUO\ ,VO
RWKHU WZR VWXGYEDURDWO@aVALWHY LQ WKH ZHVWHU
WR WKH (DUO\ ,VODPLF SHULRG DQG LQ WKH HDVWH
WKDW SHULRG MH GL"HUHQFH LQ VLWH SHUFHQWDJI
WKDW LQ WKH FHQWUDO VWXG\ DUHD WKH QRUWKHL
FDYDWLRQV MURXJK H[FDYDWLRQV D PXFK PRUH H[D
FLVH GDWLQJ RI WKH VLWH LV SRVVLEOH WKLV UHVX
EH LGHQWL™HG

,Q WKH /DWH 5RPDQ SHULRG WEKLUWGEDIOHPNQR/XDR
LW\ LQ WKH DUHD LQFUHDVHG %HNHU 6KHYD JUHZ IL
5RPDQ SHULRG WR D FLW\ LQ WKH %\]DQWLQH SHULF
QRUWKHUQ 1HJHY MH QXPEHU RI YLOODJHV DQG IDL

100

0

Sites According to Sdtlement type

227

m City/Town
Village

Farm

Sructure
Installation
Military structure
Burial

Camp

Findspot

Cult site

120
110
65
a4
18
131813
02140110%1 0101311050 oll 62412, 1I A B =
—wme o m i m nom_0° - . | |

Hellenistic Early Roman Late Roman

146

2019,
1 165
d | [l B

Byzantine Early Islamic

JLIXUH p nt6LWHV DFFRUGLQJ WR VHWWOHPHQW W\SH LQ

&XOW VLWHV KDYH EHHQ FRXQWHG WZLFH

,Q WKH VWXG\ DUHD |

PRQDVWHULHY DQG RQH SRVVLEOH VV\QDJRJXH ZHUH IRXQG



Methodology and site size ‘ kc

WKH /DWH 5RPDQ SHULRG WR WKH %\]DQWLQH SHULR
RYHU -))& DV VKRZQ LQ )LJXUH , * )RU WKH %\]DQ\
EXULDOV DUH VKRZQ +RZHYHU WKLNVNQQXREH WBQQRFBX
RQO\ RQH WRPE KDV EHHQ IRXQG ZKLOH WKHUH PD\
%DVHG RQ WKH GL"HUHQW SXEOLFDWLRQV RI H[FDYD\
WLRQV LW ZDV QRW DOZD\V SRVVLEOH WR PDS WKH
WLPHV RQO\ D JHQHUDO DUHD ZDV JLYHQ ZLWKRXW V
RWKHU FDVHV WKH H[DFW QXP EWKHRQ X\PREMEV (ZD W H
VHQWY WKHUHIRUH DW OHDVW RYHU *&& LQGLYLGXD

'KHUHYHU SRVVLEOH WKH VL]H Rl WKH VH@OHPHQV
VLI\ WKH VLWH ,Q VRPH FDVHV WKH VL]H ZDV JLYHQ
HYHU WKLV ZDV QRW WKH FDVH IRU PDQ\ RI WKH VL
HVWLPDWHG EDVHG RQ WKH GHVFULEHG ™QGV MH P
FDWHJRU\ Rl XS WR ' & KHFWDUHV MHVH LQFOXGH LQ
EXLOGLQJY DQG DOVR VPDOO YLOODJHV ZLWK IHZ VW

%\]DQWLQH %HNHU 6KHYD /& WR '*&aKD ZDV WKH C
VWXG\ DUHD GXULQJ WKH &ODVVLFDO SHULRG DQG \
PHQWVY HJ 7HO 6KHYD DQG .KLUEDW $PUD MHUH D
ODUJHU WKDQ )akKD PDLQO\ GDWLQJ EDFN WR WKH %
7DEOH , (

7DEOH p IT6HWWOHPHQW VL]H DFFRUGLQJ WR DU-DHR

Settlement size (ha)

Unknown o’ o’ e’e <10 7RW
Hellenistic settlements 0 15 1 0 0 16
/E E%RS (
Roman settlements 0 65 13 0 1 87
% & (E & (
(DUO\ 5RPDQ 0 11 1 0 0
% & (E & (
/IDWH 5RPDQ 0 0 1
EE&(
Byzantine settlements 667 36 6 3 755
EE &(
Early Islamic settlements 15 81 1 3 1 101

EE &(
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h eSUHYLRXV \HOG ZRUN

,Q WKH FHQWUDO VWXG\ DUHD PDQ\ VLWHV KDYH EF
ORFDWHG LQ DQG VXUURXQGLQJ WKH PRGHUQ FLW\
ZHUH VDOYDJH H[FDYDWLRQV EXW D IHZ H[FDYDWLR
ZHUH FRQGXFWHG E\ XQLYHUVLWLHYV ,Q DGGLWLRQ V
HUQ %HNHU 6KHYD RWKHU SURPLQHQW DQFLHQW VL
BHYHUDO H[FDYDWLRQV FRQGXFWHG LQ DQG DURXQC
%*8DQG,®KBV IRU H[DPSOH H[FDYDWLRQV DW &RPSRX
(&&y )'+ )DELDQ DQG *LOHDG (&'&D (&'&E $EX 0D
5DNDIRW +* 3HWHUV HW DO (&(& 7HO BKHYD ZDV
E\7$8 GLUHFWHG DW ™UVW E\ $KDURQL DQG D=HU KLV

Khirbat Raqiq

? Khirbat Amra

?

BEERSHEBA
Tel Sheva

ahal Beqa'a

Nahal Zon
N:
R,
%
C
%
Car
%
S
3
>
0 5 &
. e am Km \

JLIXUH p of3UHYLRXV BHOG ZRUN LQ WKH FHQWUDO °
,Q DQG DURXQG WKH FLW\ RI %HNHU 6KHYD VHYHUDO H[WH
EHHQ FRQGXFWHG MH VLWHY DQG H[FDYDWLRQV DUH GLVF
VLWH VHH EHORZ



Hellenistic period ‘ ke

.KLUEDW $PUD ZKLFK ZDV/MH[FIDWID/MHG//ILQ (&RFEEHEHSU
WKH PRVW H[WHQVLYH H[FDYDWLRQ RI D UXUDO VLWH
WKH %HHUVKHED 9DOOH\ XQWLO WKH SUHVHQW GD\ 0
WXWH D GDWD EDVHOLQH IRU FKURQRORJLFDOO\ FRP¢

h fHellenistic period

6L[WHHQ VLWHV UHFRUGHG LQ WKH VWXG\ DUH GDWHF
GHQVLW\ LV FRPSDUDEOH WR WKDW&RI*WKB RAMK HHDW
HUQ VWXG\ DUHD& BW LNQHSTXQONIQH ZHVWHUQ VWXG\ D
Q& &+ $00 VLWHV DUH UHODWLYHO\ VPDOO EHWZH
VLQJOH VWUXFWXUHV VRPH ZLWK XQGHUJURXQG VSD
ZKLFK ZDV SUREDEO\ DURXQG (aKD )LJXUH , ,

MH ODUJHVW DQG PRVW LPSRUWDQW VLWH LQ WKLV
ZDV 7HO B6MHWOLWH LV ORFDWHG EHWZHHQ 1DKDO %HFE
ZKLFK PHUJHV WR LWV ZHVW $ERXW WHQ PHWHUV KL.
LV RQH Rl WKH VXPPLWV WKDW GRPLQDWH WKH %HNH
+HOOHQLVWLF VLWH LQFOXGHG D FLWDGHO D WHPSO
$KDURQL '/-) )* )LIXHUDV '/y& 'HUSHU '/y' MH Wt
WKLUG WR WK H/b® USQNXRHEHW ¥ U RN ') GaviddaV FRR\QDAOD D Q H B
FOD\ DQG EURQJH ™MJXULQHYV DQG D %DE\ORQLDQ F\OL
DGHO ZDV SUREDEO\ HVYWDEOLVKHG D=HU -RKQ +\UFD¢
'/y& 7HO 6KHYD ZDV ORFDWHG DW WKH VRXWKHUQ H:
WKH 1DEDWHDQ NLQJGRP 'XULQJ H[FDYDWLRQV ,& +F
DW 7HO 6KHYD WKH PDMRULW)\ GDWL Q& W.RQGIOH W HFF
-) J&EEMBWHUHVWLQJO\ RQH(WKRUB RI XD WRIDDV R
LQGLFDWLQJ WUDGH UHODWLRQV ZLWK WKH 1DEDWHLI
(+ 1IDEDWHDQ FRLQV DUH &EDGHE (BEQW ZHHIH 'PDGH IUR
EURQ]H .LQGOMU MH)+H®MBHELVWLF SHULRG ™QGV R\
QRW EHHQ SXEOLVKHG DW WKH WLPH RI ZULWLQJ 7R
$DW DUHD LV ORFDWHG ODLQO\ %\]DQWLQH VWUXFW X

13 %HGRXLQV FDOOHG WKH VLWH 7HOO HV 6HED < $KDURQL
RQ WKH PDSV GXULQJ WLPH RI HIFDYDWLRQ ZKLFK ZDV 7
WKH ELEOLFDO WUDQVOLWHUDWLRQ 7HO %HHUVKHED LQV
,Q WKH FRXUVH RI WKLV UHVHDUFK WKH VLWH ZLOO EH FI
WKH VLWH ZDV QRW DQFLHQW %HRNHU 6KHYD ZKLFK ZDV ¢
ORFDWHG 7HO 6KHYD VHUYHG WR VDIHJXDUG WKH URDG
YULW] /¢y y-EEE
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JLIXUH p pt+HOOHQLVWLF VHWWOHPHQWY RI WKH FH

h doman period

7ZHOYH VLWHV GDWH WR WKH (DUO\ 5RPDQ SHULRG
SHULRG DQG GDWHV IRU (& VLWHYVY FRXOG QRW EH

OLVKHG MH VLWH QXPEHUV H[SDQG VKDUSO\ IURP Wi
SHULRG )RXU WLPHV PRUH VLWHV KDYH EHHQ LGH
5RPDQ SHULRG WKDQ WKH (DUO\ 5RPDQ SHULRG $ \
QXPEHUV LV YLVLEOH LQ WKH ZHVWHUQ DQG HDVWHL
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