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Ulf Christian Ewert studied History, Sociology, Political Sciences, Business Ad-
ministration and Econometrics at the University of Kiel. He holds a doctorate in 
Medieval and Modern History by the same university, and received his post-doc-
toral qualification, the Habilitation, from Chemnitz University of Technology, this 
including the Venia legendi in Medieval History as well as in Economic and Social 
History. He taught Medieval History, Economic and Social History, and Empiri-
cal Economics at Chemnitz University of Technology, Helmut Schmidt Univer-
sity Hamburg, Free University of Berlin and the Universities of Munich, Münster, 
Halle, Regensburg and Erfurt. Currently, he is working at the University of Er-
furt in an international research project on trade fairs in late-medieval and early-
modern Europe.

Benjamin Hitz studied history in Lausanne, completed his doctorate in Lucerne 
on early modern mercenaries and then worked as a research assistant at the Uni-
versity of Basel with a habilitation project on the late medieval debt economy. He 
is currently researching the history of the city of Basel.

David Kusman is adjunct-archivist at the Records office of the Centre Public 
d’Action Sociale de Bruxelles and an associated researcher at the SOCIAMM (his-
toire, arts, culture des Sociétés Anciennes, Médiévales et Modernes) research cen-
tre at the Free University of Brussels. His current researches focus on credit and 
information during the late Middle Ages in the Late medieval Low Countries.

Marcella Lorenzini is researcher in Economic History at the University of Milan, 
Department of Economics, Management and Quantitative Methods, and Honor-
ary Research Fellow at The Bartlett School of Construction & Project Manage-
ment, UCL. She received her PhD from the University of Milan. Her research 
focuses on how credit markets develop in absence of formal institutions with a 
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special interest on the role of notaries in the Early Modern Age. Her latest pub-
lications include Credit Market and Notaries in Verona in the Second Half of the 
Seventeenth Century, in The Journal of European Economic History (2015), and 
Infrastructure Financing in the Early Modern Age. The Beginning of a ‘Little Di-
vergence’, in Infrastructure Finance in Europe. Insights into the History of Water, 
Transport, and Telecommunications (Oxford University Press, 2016).

So Nakaya is an associate professor at the Osaka University. His research focuses 
on society and justice in medieval Italian cities.

Stephan Nicolussi-Köhler studied history in Vienna and Mannheim. He is a 
research associate at the University of Innsbruck and conducts research on eco-
nomic history issues, with a focus on credit markets. He current project is on pre-
modern credit markets, small-scale credits and market participation in the Alpine 
regions.

Gilles Postel-Vinay is directeur d’Etudes, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 
Sociales and Emeritus Professor at Paris School of Economics. He is the author 
of La terre et l’argent, and, with Philip Hoffman and Jean-Laurent Rosenthal, of 
Priceless Markets, and Dark Matter Credit.

Sven Rabeler studied Medieval and Modern History, Eastern European History 
and Art History in Kiel (Germany). Ph.D. 2005. Research associate at the Histori-
cal Seminar, University of Kiel, project “Residenzstädte im Alten Reich/Residen-
tial Cities in the Holy Roman Empire (1300 –  1800)” of the Göttingen Academy of 
Sciences and Humanities. Research areas: medieval history, especially from social, 
economic and cultural perspectives — towns, urbanity and urbanisation, nobility, 
courts and residences, poverty, charity and hospitals. Currently, he is preparing a 
habilitation thesis dealing with poor relief and charitable foundations in medieval 
towns of the southern Baltic Sea area.

Hannah Robb is a research associate at the University of Exeter on the project 
“Forms of Labour: Gender, Freedom and Experience of Work in the Preindustrial 
Economy”. Her research focuses on credit, debt and commercial relations in late 
medieval and early modern England.

Tanja Skambraks is assistant professor of Medieval History at the University of 
Mannheim. She just finished her second book on “Poor-relief, caritas and small-
scale credit in late medieval and early modern Italy: the Monti di Pietà” and is now 
working on a new project on medieval tally sticks. Her research interests include 
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economic and social history in the longue durée, material culture, moral econ-
omy, rituals and every-day life. She studied Medieval History, English Literature 
and Culture as well as Communication Science at the TU Dresden and the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh.”

Matthew Frank Stevens is associate professor of history, Department of His-
tory, Swansea University (Wales, UK), and Ulam Fellow, Faculty of History, Nico-
laus Copernicus University in Toruń (Poland). His work focuses on the economic, 
legal and social history of later medieval Wales and Britain, and comparisons with 
other colonial zones of northern Europe, including Ireland and the State of the 
Teutonic Order. He has particular interests in the legal and economic position of 
women and ethnic minorities.




