CONCLUSION

During the armed conflict in Aleppo between 2012 and
2016, the area of Suwaygat Ali with its outstanding va-
lue has been severely affected and large parts of the
traditional urban fabric and monuments of different
historic periods and architectural styles were seriously
damaged. Hence, this study serves as an aiding tool
to develop a responsive recovery plan stemming from
the realities and needs of the Old City of Aleppo.

The current study can be conceived as a follow up to
the fundamental book on the same area “La Suwayqgat
‘Ali a Alep” of the French researcher Jean-Claude Da-
vid, published in 1998 and the analyses conducted in
the area in 2001 within the framework of the Rehabili-
tation Project of the Old City. The conclusions of those
two works were a synthesis of the mechanisms which,
in the interaction of socio-economic systems with spa-
tial forms, allowed changes to continually take place.
Through verifying and complementing the findings of
the previous analyses with the current state of the area
and buildings today and synthesizing the three parts of
this study- Analyzing the urban morphology for three
periods of time (1932, 2011, and 2019), reviewing the
architectural layout and building history (including the
change in function) of 38 historic buildings and facili-
ties, and assessing the overall damage in the area — it
was realized that although major damages occurred
during the last years, fundamental changes of the ur-
ban structure and of important historic buildings can
be witnessed further for the decades of the 20th and
21st century. Due to town planning decisions, historic
buildings were destroyed and others underwent modi-
fications due to changes in function.



On the technical scale, it was found that correct inter-
vention decisions and compatible building techniques
were not always applied to safeguard the architectural
and historical value of the built environment. There-
fore, within the framework of the Old City’s recovery
process, conservation guidebooks are urgently nee-
ded; manuals of traditional building techniques and
materials, to ensure the quality and harmony of futu-
re interventions. Such publications must explain the
main technical principles of conservation and develop
rehabilitation instruments, which could be applied by
architects and engineers responsible for projects, and
by employees of the Endowment Directorate (Awgaf),
Directorate of the Old City (DOC), and Directorate Ge-
neral of Antiquities and Museums (DGAM). Definition
of relevant terms is needed for the notion and levels
of intervention, including repair, maintenance, con-
servation, preservation, restoration, total or partial
reconstruction, replication or not, in order to advise
the local stakeholders on how to deal with the Old Ci-
ty’s heritage architecture. Raising awareness, training
schools, and capacity-building campaigns could also
be of interest to the owners and/or the users of plots
in need of restoration. A general framework shall be
developed, action programs defined, including plan-
ning and pilot projects.
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