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PART I: THE URBAN ANALYSIS
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The studied area is located to the north of the Suq
al-Madina, on the two sides of the road, which is a
branch of the Silk Road, running from Bab an-Nasr
(the northern gate of the Old City) to the Citadel.

The northern part of the road is known as Suq
al-Khabbiyya, the southern part forms Suwayqat Ali.
In 1932, the morphology of the neighborhood was
still characterized by a very compact urban fabric.

The commercial significance of this area was evident
in the physical structure of the urban fabric, by the
sequence of shops along the main road, with indu-
strial buildings to the east of the northern section
and big religious and commercial buildings with wide
courtyards in the middle of the area, where the road
branches off in the Sug Suwayqgat Ali.

On both sides of this sug, the compact urban fabric
was marked by narrow secondary streets, many of
which were also covered by roofs or passages.

In the 1930’s map, palaces and commercial or reli-
gious buildings are clearly discernible from the regu-
lar houses by the size of their plots. Despite their size,
religious and commercial buildings had wide cour-
tyards- gardens in their core.

The presence of ga’as (reception rooms) in the pa-
laces and of central halls in commercial or religious
buildings is made visible on the map by the existence
of domed roofs.
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In the 1980s, following urban plans developed from
1950s, the opening of al-Mutanabbi St. and al-Jami®
al-Umawi St. into the consolidated and consistent ur-
ban fabric of al-Farafira profoundly transformed the
morphology of the area, which was physically divided
into the two separate neighborhoods of Suq al-Khab-
biyya and Suwayqgat Ali.

As a result, Suwayqat Ali was reduced to the area ex-
tending between al-Jami‘ al-Umawi St.- which runs
from the Great Mosque to the Citadel, and divides
Suwaygat Ali from the Suq al-Madina- and al-Muta-
nabbi St.- which extends from the modern western
city to the eastern part, intersecting at al-Mahman-
dar Mosque, the branch of the Silk Road, while Suq
al-Khabbiyya was reduced to the area between
al-Mutanabbi St. and the northern side of the Mam-
luk walls.

The implementation of these plans destroyed the
original integrity of the urban landscape, not just for
the delineation of the neighborhood in two parts,
but also for the extensive new building in its core,
following the need to reconstruct the demolished
plots alongside the new roads. Modern typologies
were thus introduced, and new multi-storey buildings
brought heterogeneity to the urban morphology. At
a smaller scale, the layout of several courtyards was
changed after they were enclosed to make interior
rooms or the original houses subdivided.
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In 2001, Suwayqgat Ali Area appeared clearly divided
from Suq al-Khabbiyya by al-Mutanabbi St.

This was due not only to the width of this new road
opened into the traditional urban fabric, but also to
the presence of the multi-storey buildings in reinfor-
ced concrete alongside it.

Due to their typological and structural departure the
traditional urban fabric- not least their greater height
(from 1 or 2 floors to 3 to 6 floors), these new con-
structions acted as a strong physical and visual bar-
rier between the two areas.

Moreover, the opening of the square at al-Mahman-
dar Mosque, which widens al-Mutanabbi St. at the in-
tersection with Suq al-Khabbiyya (al-Mahkama — Bab
an-Nasr St.) and introduces new formal and spatial
features to the historic urban fabric, has further ac-

centuated this process of segregation between the
two areas of the neighborhood.




05 e Qg Aikaie) Dol ginell 5L el 2001 ple 3
els S ol Ggun

Tl pasd b S wadl @kl (oye Caww M
Bodaie 4l 3929 cuw Ll Lily Jadd (gudadll 3lyenl
Al e mhadl 0gdl o0 Golgkall

(3sb 6 U113 o) Al lgelad)ls calisall Lg5ladly lghaod o
Opgins dl Sotans (o) Sadatl Qlran) grenddl glas)) ] dxud
o0 Ly babe Bizrl> Bupadl Gl oda s (020 398
) el

ol liagall gl plol 8357 gall dxLudl 06,3 e 89dle
Al Ggw o dablis At wis el Bl p2ye 804 I
o2 ol (£h89 Sous Jasd @aaly (saidl 0L g)la-deSoxall)
Gikie gp Juadll ddas 5l 3 ol lae Gyl Glhand] el
.l

gyl dalasell DE study area

dhasdl el [ 1] urban context

] “j"

23



04 | URBAN
MORPHOLOGY 2019

20719 4l el 438

From 2012 to 2016, the Battle of Aleppo caused col-
lateral damage to the historic urban fabric of the
studied area and induced profound changes to the
urban morphology, especially in the area south of
al-Mutanabbi St.

Most notably, the buildings along the branch of Suq
Suwayqgat Ali (al-Mansuriyya — Jami‘ al-Hayat St.)
were targeted.

Generally speaking, Suq al-Khabbiyya (al-Mahkameh
— Bab an-Nasr St.) was less damaged than the area of
Suwaygat Ali, where the neighborhood’s urban mor-
phology has been profoundly transformed, with large
swathes of residential and commercial architecture
destroyed. Moreover, with wide areas razed to the
ground, the eastern side of al-Mansuriyya —Jami® al-
Hayat St. was much more heavily damaged than buil-
dings on its western part.

Among the others, Khan Qurt Bek was almost com-
pletely destroyed, and has left a wide void in the ur-
ban fabric as a counterpoint of damage on the other
side of the road.

During the conflict many houses have sustained hea-
vy collateral damage, and almost all were abandoned
and neglected.
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EHY 1932

The overlay on the 1932 land registry of the ground
floors of the documented buildings shows the hierar-
chy of routes in the area, and in particular the major
role played by the route from Bab an-Nasr to the Ci-
tadel (al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St., al-Mansuriyya
—Jami* al-Hayat St.). The buildings standing along this
route are typically set perpendicular to its course,
therefore it can be defined as a ‘matrix route’, that
is, a road that is an original part of the urban fabric.
This is consistent with the road’s role in the history of
the Old City, since from its formative stages it was a
branch of the Silk Road.

Suq Suwaygat Ali also has the structure of a matrix
route, while the urban fabric along the stretch of the
road that connects Sug Suwayqat Ali with al-Mahka-
ma — Bab an-Nasr St., has a mixed layout- combining
characteristics typical of a restructuring route (a road
opened in the existing urban fabric to connect two
polarities) with a matrix route.

Finally, almost all the neighborhood’s commercial bu-
ildings were installed along these two main roads, de-
monstrating the hierarchical role these routes have
had in the history of the neighborhood and of the Old
City. Cul-de-sacs
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The overlay on the land registry of 2001 of the ground
floors of the documented buildings shows the hie-
rarchy of routes in the area, and in particular that,
after the 1980’s urban transformations, the southern
stretch of the road that leads to Bab an-Nasr (al-Man-
suriyya —Jami‘ al-Hayat St.) lost its primary role in the
street hierarchy.

This was due to the opening of al-Mutanabbi St., whi-
ch thereby became the neighborhood’s most impor-
tant urban axis, and one of the Old City’s most impor-
tant streets.

Despite this, both the northern section of the road
(al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St.) and Suqg Suwayqat Ali
kept their role as key commercial areas.

Due to these morphological transformations at the
scale of the neighborhood, the cul-de-sacs that enli-
vened residential fabrics were considerably reduced
in number relative to the 1930’s layout.
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The overlay on the land registry of 2019 of the ground
floors of the documented buildings shows the hierar-
chy of routes in the area, and in particular that-- due
to the extensive damage to the built fabric after the
events of 2012-2016, which have deeply transformed
the urban morphology-- the southern stretch of the
road from the Citadel to Bab an-Nasr (al-Mansuriyya
—Jami* al-Hayat St.) has completely lost its role within
the neighborhood hierarchy.

Moreover, the northern section of the same road
has become quite subordinate in that hierarchy, and
disconnected from the urban framework, while Suq
Suwayqat Ali has kept its importance and role at a
neighborhood level.

On the contrary, despite extensive damage to the bu-
ildings, al-Mutanabbi St. has kept its role as the most
important urban axis of the area.

Finally, due to this heavy damage to the contiguity
of the urban morphology, the number of cu-de-sacs
serving the residential fabric of the western side of
the southern area was further reduced.
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In 1932 the settlement pattern was still intact and
grounded in the traditional consistency of the urban
morphology.

We do not have detailed information on the physical
conditions of all the historic buildings but in the early
1930s they were still used according to their original
function.
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Already in 2001, in many areas of al-Farafira, the sett-
lement pattern was deeply transformed vis-a-vis the
traditional urban morphology.

Generally speaking, the settlement pattern south of
al-Mutanabbi St., which divides the area into two
sections, appeared better preserved than the nor-
thern one.

Moreover, the residential inner clusters were better
preserved than the urban fabric along the main ro-
ads, where historic buildings were either in bad con-
dition, and therefore in danger of demolition, or alre-
ady replaced with new buildings.

In particular, in 1994, along the new roads of al-Jami®
al-Umawi St., on the southern boundary of the area,
and of al-Mutanabbi St., the traditional settlement
pattern already appeared totally destroyed.

Similarly deep urban transformation was noticeable
along the north-western limits of the area, near Bab
an-Nasr, and to the south of Bayt Janbulat, where
the construction of new multi-storey buildings had
already endangered the surrounding houses with de-
struction.

On the other hand, traditional settlement pattern
was mostly still intact in the interstitial areas of the
neighborhood, and in particular around the sugs of
al-Khabbiyya and Suwaygat Ali.
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The events of 2012-2016 have damaged and endan-
gered most of the al-Farafira area, one of the most
targeted neighborhoods of the Old City of Aleppo. In
2019, the settlement pattern was totally transformed
as compared with the traditional urban morphology.

Generally speaking, Suwaygat Ali area, with a wide
extension of the built-up area razed to the ground,
has been more deeply affected than Suq al-Khab-
biyya. Moreover in Suwayqgat Ali, the settlement
pattern of the clusters of commercial buildings, and
of the residential areas that were spared from de-
struction, are now in great danger because the bu-
ildings left standing were abandoned and neglected
during the conflict.

Better conditions are noticeable to the north of Al
Mutanabbi St., around Suq al-Khabbiyya, where the
battle has had less impact on the urban fabric. Never-
theless, the poor state of the neighboring areas, to-
gether with similar conditions of abandonment, are
endangering the whole area.
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In 2001, the land use of the neighborhood was very
rich and mixed in functions, in both Suwaygat Ali and
Suq al-Khabbiyya areas.

The main commercial facilities were set along the
sugs of al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St. and of Suway-
gat Ali.

Commercial buildings set along these sugs were
often connected with warehouses behind them. Fi-
nally, industrial buildings, such as soap factories, and
mixed-used areas, widened this linear system.
Warehouses were also widespread in the area to the
east of Bayt Janbulat.

Very few commercial or religious buildings in the
area, noticeable for the greater size of their lots, ap-
peared unconnected with the commercial system
along the main sugs

Exceptions are made by some community facilities,
such as al-Madrasa al-"Uthmaniyya, located at the
core of the neighborhood fabric, or other religious
buildings such as Jami’ al-Mahmandar and Jami’ Hajj
Musa, set along Al Mutanabbi St. and Al Jami’ al-U-
mawi St., placed besides other mixed-used areas.
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In 2001, the connection between urban layout and
urban economy was still very strong, and physically
expressed in the layout of the main sugs of Al-Khab-
biyya and Suwayqat Ali.

Suq al-Khabbiyya comprised soap factories, qaysa-
riyyas (concentrations of small-scale industries and
workshops) shops and bakeries, and was still equip-
ped with public water facilities, which in the past
were used to service the caravans coming from Nor-
thern Syria.

Along Suqg Suwaygat Ali there was also a high con-
centration of important areas of small-scale industry,
storage and commercial buildings.

Smaller neighborhood sugs branched off from these
two main sugs, along which most commercial buil-
dings were set.

This commercial function of the area was noticeable
in the Suwayqat Ali area, where the entire urban fa-
bric was devoted to commerce, not just the buildings
along the main roads.
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¥ |
4 ! In 2001, most of the houses were privately owned.
g‘ I Prominent exceptions included Bayt Janbulat, which
g EI,i : was part of a wagf property, and a few houses close
‘ | to the main commercial areas.
1 ﬁ Religious buildings and some of the most important
; commercial buildings, including soap factories and
’ ’! other facilities, were also owned by the wagf, as were
B ! most of the shops along al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St.

Property along al-Mutanabbi St., al-Jami® al-Umawi
St. and al-Mansuriyya —Jami* al-Hayat St. was most-
ly public, as for example the newly built mixed-used
multi-storey buildings along al-Mutanabbi St. and Al
Jami® al-Umawi St., Khan Qurt Bek, as well as the new
buildings to the south of Bayt Janbulat.

Source: City of Aleppo- A
and Social Developement,
litation of Old Aleppo.
Area AA2 “Endoweme
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In 2001, the height of the historic buildings in areas
with traditional settlement patterns ranged between
1 — 2 levels above the ground, with each floor about
3.5 -4 meters.

The height of the mixed-used buildings along the new
roads of al-Jami‘ al-Umawi St. and of al-Mutanabbi
St., where the traditional settlement pattern had al-
ready been destroyed, ranged between 3-4 and 5-6
levels of 3 meters each.

Similar profound transformation in building heights
was noticeable along the northern limits of the area,
near Bab an-Nasr, and to the south of Bayt Janbulat,
where the construction of new buildings of 3-4 sto-
reys had already profoundly transformed the mor-
phology of the area.
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By 2019, wide areas of traditional settlement pattern
east of Suwayqgat Ali were razed to ground.

On the other hand, and despite heavy damage, the
height of the mixed-use buildings along al-Jami‘ al-U-
mawi St. and al-Mutanabbi St., where the traditional
settlement pattern had already been destroyed befo-
re the events, was left between 3-4 and 5-6 levels of
3 meters each.

Similar persistence of the 2011 building heights is evi-
dent along the northern limits of the area, Near Bab
an-Nasr, and to the south of Bayt Janbulat, where the
construction of new buildings of 3- 6 storeys had alre-
ady profoundly transformed the urban morphology,
and where the mix of traditional buildings of 1 — 2
levels and new buildings of 3- 6 levels was preserved.
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In 1932, the urban structure of the area was rich in
monuments still integrated within the traditional
consistency of the urban morphology.

Historic buildings of a specific period were not confi-
ned to a specific area. Rather, a mixture of buildings
of different periods could be found throughout the
neighborhood. Some of the oldest monuments of the
area, built before 1516, are located along the road
running from Bab an-Nasr to the Citadel (al-Mahkama
— Bab an-Nasr St. and al-Mansuriyya — Jami‘ al-Hayat
St.), demonstrating with their presence the very an-
cient origin of that road, a branch of the Silk Road.
Among the others, Bab an-Nasr, Matbakh al-Ajami,
Jami‘ al-Mahmandar, Hammam al-Qadi and Khan
Qurt Bek. The most of the historic buildings around
Suq Suwaygat Ali are dated between 1517 and 1770.
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MONUMENTS 2001
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Urban transformations from 1980s to 2011 have af-
fected monuments similarly to the the historic urban
landscape as a whole.

One exception can be found in Jami® al-Shabaniyya,
whose northern side was demolished at the time of
the opening of al-Mutanabbi St., and rebuilt as an in-
tegral part of the street’s new building elevations.
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| HISTORIC

ONUMENTS 2019

The events of 2012-2016 have damaged and endan-
gered most of the studied area.

The map of the monuments from 2019 shows the
partial loss of Khan Qurt Bek, one of the most-dama-
ged monuments, not just in the area but in the Old
City of Aleppo as a whole, which has been almost to-
tally destroyed.

Moreover, the bad state of conservation of all the
monuments of Suwayqgat Ali and Suq al-Khabbiyya is
evident from the fact that they were abandoned and
neglected during the conflict.
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In 1932, the structure of the residential clusters along
cul-de-sacs was still intact and grounded in the tradi-
tional consistency of the urban morphology.

All along the western side of al-Mahkama — Bab an-
Nasr St., cul-de-sacs, provided by gates at their en-
trances, branched off the main suq to give access to
the residential areas. To the west of these residential
clusters was Bayt Janbulat, one of the biggest monu-
mental courtyard houses of the Old City.

LRGN R HAGH
O ARCCHCRCRONGS
RORHORRCAHON:
CACROICHCROROR R
CHCRCR RO R
CRURCRE KRR

To the south of al-Mansuriyya — Jami‘ al-Hayat St.
and along Suq Suwayqat Ali, cul-de-sacs gave access
to the houses. In the Suwaygat Ali neighbourhood,
expansive houses were built on both sides of the al-
9 e e ley for upper-class people. Among these, in the midst
Py —— e ~ of the alley, was the house of al-Amiri, the founder of
T g ' . ' 1 e the family who first settled in the area.
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Urban changes between 1950s and 2001 didn’t af-
fect the harat structure along the western side of
al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St., where cul-de-sacs
branched off from the main road or from Suq al-Kha-
biyya to access the residential areas. The area south
of Bayt Janbulat, was transformed with the con-
struction of new multi-storey buildings.

Moreover, the opening of al-Mutanabbi St. and al-Ja-
mi‘ al-Umawi St. changed the urban morphology,
with the consequent reduction of the harat nearby.
Generally speaking, the harat structure to the west
of al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St. and along Suwayqat
Ali remained better preserved than the others.
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21 | RESIDENTIAL
CLUSTERS 2019

The events of 2012-2016 have damaged most of the
southern area of al-Farafira, one of the most dama-
ged neighborhoods of the Old City of Aleppo, so that,
in 2019, the harat structure to the east of al-Mansu-
riyya —Jami® al-Hayat St. was totally destroyed.

On the other hand, despite extensive damage, the
urban structure of the harat along the western side
of al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St., where cul-de-sacs
branched off the main suq to give access to the resi-
dential areas, remained unchanged, as do the harat
in Suwaygat Ali neighborhood
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y of Aleppo Arab fund for Econo
veIopement Project for the Rehabi-
@ eppo. Rehabilitation of Al-Farafra
[}Qousing nd Social Conditions”,
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@ 5 Sheet n.25 (May 2001)
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In 2001, housing and social conditions in Suwaygat
Ali were better than in Suq al-Khabbiyya area.

Though almost all the houses in the south-eastern
clusters near the Citadel were subdivided, they were
in good condition and owned by their tenants. In this
area, residential density was low, except in the mul-
ti-storey buildings facing al-Jami* al-Umawi St.

In the commercial areas of Suwaygat Ali, where re-
sidential density was lower, social conditions ranged
from middling to poor. Here most of the houses, often
subdivided among different tenants, were owned by
the wagf. In the north-eastern side of al-Mansuriyya
— Jami‘ al-Hayat St., houses were owned by the te-
nants, and in average condition, with no evidence of
subdivision.

In Sug al-Khabbiyya, to the north of al-Mahkama —
Bab an-Nasr St., residential density was moderate,
and houses were owned by their tenants. To the nor-
th-west of the area there were a mixture of conditions
while, to the north-east, the condition of buildings va-
ried from average to poor. To the south-eastern side
of the road, buildings were in bad condition while, to
its south-western side, where ownership was divided
between tenants and wagqf, building condition ranged
from average to bad.
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In 2019, housing and social conditions in Suwaygat
Ali were worse than in Suq al-Khabbiyya area.

After extensive bombardment in the south-eastern
clusters near the Citadel, houses were damaged or
destroyed and subsequently abandoned. Ownership
data for the area is not available.

In the commercial areas of Suwayqgat Ali, as well as
in the north-eastern side of al-Mansuriyya — Jami® al-
Hayat St., the houses were also abandoned and social
conditions were very bad.

In Sug al-Khabbiyya, to the north of al-Mahkama —
Bab an-Nasr St., houses were less damaged. Despite
this, the entire area was abandoned and remains in
bad condition. Like most of the areas of the Old City,
updated ownership data is not available for Suwaygat
Ali.
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The sample cluster is located in the western side of
Suq al-Khabiyya, constituting a part of al-Bandara nei-
ghborhood. The survey of this cluster took place in
2000 by the students of the Faculty of Architectural
Engineering at Aleppo University. The survey com-
prised twelve privately-owned traditional courtyard
houses of modest size with a plot area ranging from
60 to 250m2. The houses belong to the first type of
courtyard houses that consists of one small courtyard
with rooms. In two cases, the original house has been
divided into two adjacent units due to inheritance.
In such cases, the courtyards were divided by walls
and every unit was provided with an independent en-
trance. The houses have two floors and some have a
basement level. Despite apparent architectural chan-
ges, there is no information about previous modifica-
tions or photos that document the condition before
the events. Moreover, these houses were not acces-
sible for damage assessment.
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