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Aleppo is one of the oldest, still inhabited cities of the
world. Dominated by the large citadel hill, where the
temple of the ancient storm god Hadad was located,
the old city still bears the remains of the Hellenistic
street grid and historic monuments of various pe-
riods. The area of our pilot study “Suwayqat Ali” is lo-
cated to the north of the vast suqg (market area). It is
a mixed quarter that contains public buildings-- reli-
gious and commercial — as well as residential structu-
res, swathes of which were severely affected by the
armed conflict. The criteria for selecting this area for
our pilot study include its functional diversity, historic

importance and the serious damage it has sustained.

The documentation work presented in this publica-
tion, in English and Arabic, was developed betwe-
en August 2019 and February 2020 within the fra-
mework of Stunde-Null: Post-Conflict Recovery of
Urban Cultural Heritage -- Case Study: Old City of
Aleppo. The German Federal Foreign Office financed
the study. All photo licenses are credited to the Mu-
seum flr Islamische Kunst in Berlin, unless otherwise
mentioned. The maps are produced by the authors
on the base of several sources, mainly Brandenburg
Technical University’s Map of the Old City of Aleppo.
The publication follows the transliteration system for
Arabic names used by the museum’s Syrian Herita-
ge Archive Project, which largely conforms to that of
IJMES (International Journal of Middle East Studies).

A number of meetings and workshops w ith the
project team members, partners and network (BTU
Cottbus - Senftenberg — Stuttgart University) took pla-
ce in 2019, to define the study area, the feasibility of
the study, and to discuss the working methodology.
These sessions were as follows:

22-23 August 2019: Berlin — Workshop on selection
criteria and parameters for the study area (pilot
project).

30 October 2019: Berlin — Workshop on first results
of the pilot project and merging synergies.

5-6 December 2019: Bari — Coordination meeting to
wrap-up the work and discuss how to be present the

results.
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