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KURZDARSTELLUNG: It is an ancient practice to shape a vase in human or animal form. It 
goes back to the early Mediterranean cultures and lasts till in the modern times. In this 
contribution we focus on Attic productions of pouring vases (oinochoai) of late archaic and 
early classical times which bodies are shaped as a female head. We owe their classification to 
the fundamental paper of Sir John Beazley, written in 1929. Since then numerous vessels have 
been published, but Beazley’s groups are still relevant. We are convinced that Beazley’s 
groups are principally correct. Nevertheless, recent computer technology and visualisation 
systems can help to further refining and consolidating the original groups, in respect to date 
and production process. Conventional archaeological methods are inappropriate for these 
three-dimensional comparisons.
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