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I grew up in a family possessed by art, albeit at a more modest level  
than Sabina’s. My father was a painter who worked an assortment of jobs 
to support the family, but his passion was in painting. In high school and 
at university, art—both in literature and art history—was of prime 
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importance. I wrote my first dissertation about the lyric poetry of Goethe 
and Hölderlin. It was, therefore, like a gift from heaven when Sabina 
agreed to marry me, because she came from a family with an even grea­
ter involvement with, and appreciation for, the world of art. 

Albert Einstein said: “The most beautiful thing we can experience 
is the mysterious. It is the source of all true art and science.” The coming 
together with Sabina was a mysterious experience, and continues as 
such, for through our work on photographic projects together we come 
closer to true art.

Friedrich Nietzsche said: “There are no facts, only interpretati­
ons.” People cannot have faith in reality because faith is a matter of 
dogma. Reality is outside me: it exists and doesn’t exist at the same time. 
It exists only when I look at it: like Schrodinger’s cat, it is dead and alive 
at the same time. Only what is in my brain is real. That is why Sabina’s 
brain and interpretation of what we see is critical for me. That is why 
Sabina’s photography is so important to me: she helps me see, she encou­
rages me and gives me her support and inspiration, and that is what I try 
to provide her.

There is no absolute reality, only different perspectives. Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe is reported to have said: “Few men have imagina­
tion enough for reality.” Very specific and personal misfortune awaits 
those who presume to believe that reality is revealed to them. Reality 
needs more than one perspective. Different perspectives help us get to 
the truth.

Dialogues, both with the image after the shutter is released, and 
with a trusted partner who has the same theme in mind and sees the 
same (or nearly the same) object, are indispensable for approaching rea­
lity. Gender is irrelevant in this respect, but intelligence and the ability to 
“see” and to understand one another are essential. Then in place of one 
impression (or set of brain neurons), I have four—in other words, Sabina’s 
eyes and mine—as well as Sabina’s camera lens and mine. Partnership in 
this photographic process is indispensable for Sabina and me.




