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The idea of marking the 20th anniversary of the Center for Studies 
in the Theory and History of Photography at the Institute of Art History, 
along with the 60th birthday of Bettina Gockel, Chair for the History of 
Fine Arts at the University of Zurich, began as nothing more than a 
thought on 29 March 2025, during a birthday coffee. The top-secret idea 
for a book anthology then slowly emerged in my imagination, and in the 
end it took less than a year to bring this volume into being. Such an effort 
would never have been possible without the help of so many others.

First of all, I would like to thank all the authors for their magnifi-
cent contributions, perfectly suited to the theme of the anthology, and 
for always graciously saying yes to anything I asked of them in support 
of the project.

Peace and love to the whole project team—Nadine Jirka, Sophie 
Junge, and Miriam Volmert—who did their very best—it was an experi-
ence of endless joy. Nadine Jirka did a fantastic job as the main copy 
editor; she was the keystone of the entire project, driving it forward, 
keeping it on course, and bringing it to an excellent result.

Special thanks to Walther Fuchs (Küsnacht), Marie Kakinuma 
(Zurich), Patricia Lenz (Zurich), Michael Thomas Taylor (Berlin), and, last 
but not least, Inés Richter Musso (Genoa), for their support.

Gratitude is also extended to the team at the arthistoricum.net 
publishing house at the University Library Heidelberg—Maria Effinger, 
Daniela Jakob, Christian Kolb, Frank Krabbes, and Bettina Müller—for 
their seamless cooperation throughout.

Eternal love to the one and only Kaspar M. Fleischmann, who 
provided the funding for the special edition in a uniquely generous 
manner. Why are we not surprised? 

Lastly, peace, love, and—if she would allow it—a new cat to Petra 
Florath (Stralsund), for her enthusiasm, precision, and outstandingly 
artful work as a graphic designer.

Wolfgang F. Kersten, Casa Chnü, February 2026 
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