Preface

This book is one of the outputs of the Swiss National Science Foun-
dation Sinergia project “Mediating the Ecological Imperative: For-
mats and Modes of Engagement.” Throughout this research, I ben-
efited immensely from the guidance and support of scholars across
various disciplines. These interdisciplinary exchanges enabled me to
approach questions from truly diverse perspectives. The academic
activities and dialogues within the project offered me the invaluable
opportunity to engage with ideas shaped by different cultural and in-
tellectual contexts.

First and foremost, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to
our project’s Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Peter J. Schneemann,
Prof. Dr. Gabriele Rippl, Prof. Dr. Michaela Schauble, and Prof.
Dr. Peter Krieger. I am also grateful to our coordinator, Dr. Toni
Hildebrandt, and my colleagues Magali Wagner, Jonathan Sarfin,
Georgina Sanchez Celaya, and Andrea Bordoli for their inspiration
and suggestions.

Iam deeply grateful to my supervisor, Prof. Dr. PeterJ. Schneemann.
Participating in the project under his leadership not only allowed me
to complete research in the unexpected yet exciting field of ecology but
also opened new intellectual doors for me. His insightful suggestion
about the “smell of money” became the perfect foundation for this
book. What I appreciate most about Professor Schneemann is his gift
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for giving clear and practical advice—every conversation with him left
me knowing exactly what to do next and how to do it. Thanks to his
guidance, my manuscripts grew from its first draft into something
far stronger than I could have imagined on my own. His insights and
support have helped me tremendously.

I am truly thankful to my supervisor Prof. Dr. LaoZhu and his
wife Dr. Wu Ning, for their care, support, and guidance over the past
decade. Their steady belief in me helped me work through many chal-
lenges and shaped my development.

I want to thank my colleague, Dr. Toni Hildebrandt, whose con-
structive suggestions and feedback addressed many of my concerns.
Over the years, he has generously shared his knowledge and support,
for which I am deeply grateful.

My colleague, Jonathan Sarfin, who shares the same birthday as
I do, deserves a special thank you. He introduced me to key litera-
ture and perspectives on ekphrasis, which were essential for complet-
ing the first chapter of this book. His recommendation of works on
brain canalization further inspired me to explore the neuroscientific
framework that structure this book.

I want to thank Prof. Caroline Jones for her helpful guidance on
artists and works I should focus on. Her thoughtful questions and
our in-depth discussions really helped me sharpen the key issues and
focus of my research.

I am also grateful to the China Scholarship Council for providing
me with the scholarship that allowed me to live and study in Switzer-
land, a country of immense beauty but high living costs.

I owe deep gratitude to my mother, my first reader, whose objec-
tive and incisive feedback from the first draft to the final manuscript
helped me better organize and express my ideas. She has always as-
sured me I could bridge different disciplines in my research.

To my dear friends Wang Zhihui, Xu Chengrui, and Teng Yuning,
as well as many others who have supported and accompanied me
throughout this journey, their love and encouragement have filled
this challenging path with light and warmth.

8



Preface

I would also like to thank all the artists discussed in this book for
generously allowing me to use images of their works. Their creations
are not only inspiring but also innovative and thought-provoking,
and I have learned so much from them.

My sincere thanks go to the editors, Bettina Mueller, Lena Kunkel,
and Christian Kolb at Heidelberg University Publishing. Their profes-
sional guidance, review, and advice made the publication of this book
possible.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the Chartered Financial Ana-
lyst (CFA) Institute and my own perseverance. The path from study-
ing the first formula to becoming a charterholder was incredibly de-
manding—something only those who have experienced it can truly
understand. This rigorous process not only gave me a solid founda-
tion in economics, financial instruments, and quantitative analysis
but also unexpectedly opened new doors in my writing and research.
This intense and rigorous learning experience was challenging yet
ultimately fulfilling. Although progress was slow, I persevered and
made it through.



