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Modern times - Street facades with arched entrance recess /
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windows in shallow niches (20th century)
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Modern times - Street facades with arched entrance recess / windows in shallow niches

58 | Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1

Facade: Entronce, facing north
Date: First half of 20th century

Architectural elements:
© High central portal section with arched recess and arched doorway/
rectangular double window (ground/upper floor, central section)
© Rectangular ground floor/arched upper floor windows (lateral sections,
centre)
© Flanking rectangular ground/upper floor windows in a high shallow
niche (lateral sections, sides)
Sub elements:
Portal:
© Frontal arch
= Spandrels (friangular area) with a pair of protruding rosettes
© Rectangular double window
= Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
= Broad border band with geometric interlace carved in relief
Main windows, lateral sections:
© Long wide rectangular ground floor/arched upper floor window flanked
by smoall relief hexagons
Recessed windows, lateral sections:
© Long rectangular ground floor/short rectangular upper floor window
= Horizontal panel with o geometric pattern carved in relief (spandrel areas)
= Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
Condition: Slightly domaged
Description:
A modern implementation of rectangular and arched windows, flat niches
with mugarnas cornices, carved stone panels, protruding rosettes, and a
broad border with carved geometric interlace framing the prominent portal
window (with an inscription panel) on a commercial building.
This limestone facade represents a modern implementation of design el-
ements of traditional Aleppine architecture. Among others, flat window
niches, whose origins date back to the latter part of the 14th century, are
continued. Colourful contrasting accents like ablag masonry or stone and
marble inlay are missing.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Qurtbak, Khan as-Sabun

Ottoman: Junblat Palace, Rajob Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir
Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building
in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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Modern times - Street facades with arched entrance recess / windows in shallow niches

59 | Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8

Facade: Entrance, facing north
Date: First half of 20th century
Architectural elements:
© Projecting portal section with a deep arched recess, rectangular
doorway and arched upper floor window (central section, centre)
© Flanking rectangular ground floor/arched upper floor windows (central
section, sides)
© High shallow niches with rectangular ground/upper floor windows
(loteral sections)
Sub elements:
Portal:
© High frontal arch
= Moulded outer frame with ribbon decoration
« Engaged colonnettes
= Spandrels (triangular areas) with decorative carving
© Staircase
© Rectangulor door
© Arched upper window opening
= Balcony with blind arcade decoration and a black/gold emblem
© Flanking pair of rectangulor recessed ground floor windows/small
arched upper floor windows
= Upper panel, slightly recessed, with a carved motif (arched windows)
© Moulded top frame with horizontal middle panel
Recessed windows, lateral sections:
< Pair of wide shallow niches with mugarnas (cellwork) cornices
= Pair of slightly recessed rectangular ground/upper floor windows
= Horizontal panels with a geometric grid pattern carved in relief (below
the upper window)

Condition: Slightly damaged

20th century
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Description: :angll
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trance recess recalls a traditional portal structure. The flanking window pairs ) il e Js sl 5 ¢ sadanll Glisd) ats)

include a typical small arched upper window.

The lateral building sections contain pairs of rectangular windows in high ond
flat niches accompanied by horizontal panels with a simple geometric grid
pattern carved in relief. This narrow, vertical window strip is set in another,
wider niche capped with a mugarnas frieze.

The elegant facade features other decorative details derived from the past;
stylistically, they seem to be inspired by the European Art Deco.
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Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Shalhat and Sadir
Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building
in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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60 | Shalhat and Sadir Residential Building

Facade: Street facade

Date: First half of 20th century

Architectural elements:

© Middle section with projecting balconies

< Pairs of lower rectangular/arched upper windows in shallow niches
(lower floors, lateral sections)

© Arched triple windows (upper floors, lateral sections)

Sub elements:

© Bolcony parapets with series of four blind arches (middle section)

Windows, lateral sections:

© Four pairs of large ground/first floor windows in high shallow niches
with moulded frames
= Main windows with high lunettes, horizontal panels with a series of

four blind arches below the windowsills (first floor)

© Four pairs of shorter triple windows on the second/top floor, horizontal
panels with blank ovals below the windowsills

© Wooden shutters (lower rectangular plus upper rectangular-shaped/
arched lunette shutters)

Condition: -

Description:

Another modern implementation of windows in flat niches on a residential

building. The main windows on the first floor are accentuated by specific
details and surmounted with shorter triple windows.

20th century

Similar examples:
Modern: George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential
building in as-Sobil neighbourhood
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Modern times - Street facades with arched entrance recess / windows in shallow niches

61 | George Salim and Matilda Shalhat
Residential Building

Facade: Street facade
Date: First half of 20th century

Architectural elements:

© Projecting high middle section with a pair of rectangular/arched double
windows in an arched shallow niche (raised ground floor/first floor)
© Rectongulor triple windows (top floor)
© Flanking shallow niches with rectangular ground/upper floor windows,
rectangular top floor windows (lateral sections)
Sub elements:
Windows, central section:
< Shallow niche with horseshoe arch over two floors
= Pair of engaged columns
© Rectangular/pointed arch double window, ground/first floor
= Three engaged colonnettes
© Wide rectangular triple window, top floor
= Four engaged colonnettes
= Mugarnas (cellwork) lintel frieze
Windows, lateral sections:
© Pair of shallow niches over two floors
« Rectangular ground/first floor windows
= Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
Windows central/lateral sections:
© Spandrel areas with incised line ornaments
© Decorative horizontal panels below the windowsills, slightly recessed
Condition: -
Description:
A historicising focade of a residential building with a central projection, which
is dominated by a horseshoe arch with double arch window and a pair of
engoged, slightly tapered columns stretching over two floors.
Also, a modern implementation of rectangular windows in flat niches with
mugornas cornices. Apart from the three window niches of the lower floors,
the individual rectangular top floor windows have characteristics closely
resembling those of traditional niches.

Similar examples:

Modern: Shalhat and Sadir Building, Residential building in as-Sabil
neighbourhood

20th century
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20th century
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62 | Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood (136,

Facade: Street facade
Date: First half of 20th century
Architectural elements:

© Projecting high middle section with two pairs of rectangular/arched
double windows in shallow niches (first/second floor)

© Flanking rectangular windows with projecting balconies (first/second
floor, lateral sections)

Sub elements:

© Pair of shallow niches over two floors Ol dlazel e 851l oslonedl o0 o3 ©
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= Rectangular/horseshoe arch double window
= Three engaged colonnettes with mugarnas (cellwork) capitals

= Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice Ola,be b @
Condition: - - sdallall
Description: sangll
A modern implementation of windows in flat niches with colonnettes ond iy domode Buns g golie s Olyme (aud dblsill Cous plusial
mugarnas cornices on a residential building. The elevation follows an old- S sl dgals Lle asyie
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er arrangement of room facades in Ottoman courtyard houses where an
arched (smaller) window is located on top of the rectangular main window.
Small double arch windows used to serve as a popular eye-catcher for the
top floor of Ottoman courtyard as well as street facades.
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Similar examples:

Modern: Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat
Building
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