Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses
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and churches

In Ottoman times (922-1336 AH / 1516-1918 CE), the internal facades of the large, stone-
built courtyard houses have similar stone decorations as in the exterior and interior facades
of public and commercial buildings.

Windows set in shallow vertical niches form part of the high building facade, which has been
preserved in the Rojab Pasha palace house (first half of the AH 12th / 18th CE century).
The iwan (open hall) facade of the Junblat Palace (mid AH 10th / 16th CE century) shows
the typical composition, with the exception of the shallow niche; this facade element is fully
implemented in the Mamluk iwan of the Khan Qurtbak originating from a former paloce.

The openings in the courtyord facades from the 17th century are built as rectangular shapes,
in some cases in ablaq style, with yellow lintels and topped by differently shaped carved
lunettes (arched panels), with multi-coloured joggled stonework above the lintel used occa-
sionally. The openings were mostly accompanied by small arched windows.

During the 18th century, the openings successively end in segmental arches instead of flat
lintels, as found in the facades of the Ghazala House. The windows, however, belong to
various phases and styles. As evident from the courtyard focade of the Ajigbash House (mid
AH 12th / 18th CE century), the ornamental openwork carving of the smaller upper windows
has been altered due to the influence of the European-inspired, Otfoman Rococo style.

The facades of the old churches of the Judayda quarter are not visible from the outside.
Interiorly, their decorated portals feature standard elements, which were also used in the
neighbouring houses. Among these churches are even some that had been rebuilt or com-
bined from former houses. Most of them were restored after the riot of 1850.
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

49 |Junblat Palace buia ynd| 49
Facade: Iwan (open hall) on the south side of the large courtyard, SpaSI Aol sazdl Byhll s (d>g2de dllo) Olsy) imnlg
facing north Jleidl olaxsly
Iwan (open hall) on the north side of the large courtyord, facing south gzl olzxily sl ALl Jlosdl Byhll s (doszie dlo) Olsal
Date: 957 AH /1550 CE ¢ 1550 /» 957 ALl
Architectural elements: :djjlaea ynlic
© Rectangulor oblag door/windows flanking the large iwan (open hall), Alo) ,uSI Olgdl Laile Gle (3LYI asis dlatus J8lgis Wlg] ©
masonry slightly projecting from the wall’s surface level (southern Cgiz) slasl CJ;,J Ssiun 38 Wls 5Ll Byl 5,5 (dogiite
courtyard) (d=W
© Rectongular windows flanking the small iwan (open hall), ablog facade (dogtin Do) 18I Olea¥) Luile e 3V asts dldatus 38l ©
(northern courtyard) (AWl Ggiz) ozl éla.w Ssiun 35 SB sLl Bylo 3,5
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

0820 -16/ .m 14 - 10 gydll
49 | Junblat Palace

Sub elements:
South iwan, lower/upper section:
© Rectangular door/window with superimposed small arched window
= Ablaqg frame, yellow/black, yellow windowsill/lintels
= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white keystone
© Pointed lunette (arched panel) with carved interlacing floriate scrollwork, slightly raised in relief
= Arch frome with muqgarnas (cellwork)/with additional outer border (lower section), carved in relief
= Broad raised border frame of geometric interlace carved in relief around lunette and superimposed
arched window/Outer dentil border with looped ends (upper section)
© Pairs of flanking relief roundels, geometric design
North iwan:
© Rectangular grilled window, black windowsill/yellow lintel course
= Course with joggled stone inlay as part of the black masonry course above the lintel course, wavy slabs,
yellow/black/white keystone
* Yellow relief roundel, geometric design

Condition: Damaged and looted

Description:

The front facade of the huge south iwan, with a high pointed arch flanked by a door and o window in the lower and a window
in the upper section, superimposed in a vertical line. All are made in ablag masonry, each yellow lintel fopped by a course
with joggled stone inlay, slightly undercut, with wavy slabs in yellow and black and a white marble keystone. Each opening is
surmounted by a high pointed, arch framed lunette carving with inferlocing floriate scrollwork, which is flanked by ornamented
relief roundels. In the upper section, both the lunette panel and the small arched window (originally above each upper window)
are framed with a brood roised border frame of geometric interlace corved in relief and a dentil border with looped ends.
The front facade of the smaller north iwan is entirely made in ablaq masonry, alternating in yellow and black, including the open
staircase. The central arch is flanked by rectangular grilled windows, the lintel courses of which are topped by a course with joggled
stone and marble inlay with wavy slabs and a white keystone as well as, above, a large ornamented relief roundel.

The south iwan of the Junblat Palace is the largest iwan of Aleppo’s traditional architecture. It features the most extensive
multi-coloured painted underglaze tile decoration fo be found in the Ottoman period. In contrast to the late Mamluk iwan
of Khan Qurtbak (attributed to the former Azdamur Palace), the vertically superimposed wall openings are not set in high,
elaborately framed shallow niches.
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Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Qurtbak

Ottoman: Rojab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

50a | Ghazala House (main courtyard, north) (Jladd sl aalll) alje au | | 50

Facade: North side of the main courtyard duniSyl) Aol Jleidl B,k tdmalg

Date: Around 1100 AH / End of 17th century CE p 17 0,80 43143 /2 1100 Jls> 3ad)Lill

Architectural elements: :djjlaeo yolic

© Row of rectangular doors/grilled windows with a continuous yellow OslL byatine iSlgws Olis i go dubatun Jblsiy lgil g Cho ©
windowsill/lintel course, central abloqg section and superimposed Gl 3alal) 8yhaide igle OlgS (3LY aay 35y s5 a0l
arched windows (ground floor, lower/upper section) i (fsyh;Jlg Glaud! gl

© Row of plain arched windows/central iwan (upper floor) (sl @) &350 Olgl 9 8 axdall 38lgdl e Cho ©
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

50a | Ghazala House (main courtyard, north)

Sub elements:
Ground floor/lower section, centre:
© Pair of doors/rectangular middle window in ablag masonry, alternating in black/yellow, slightly
projecting from the wall’s surface level
= String course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs in yellow/black/white, above the lintel
course
= Top frieze of diamond shape fleurs-de-lis (stylised lily flowers) raised in relief
Ground floor/lower section, sides:
© Rectangular doors/windows, above each lintel a lunette (arched panel) with carved interlacing foliate
scrollwork
« Pair of high pointed lunettes (arched panels) with a moulded border of mugarnas (cellwork) facets and
protruding corner rosettes/apex knot, flanking the ablagq section
= Frameless lunettes (arched panels) with a small trefoil finial, flanked by a pair of relief hexagons
Ground floor/upper section:
© Windows with ornamental arch and cruciform openwork trefoil finial composed of individual diomond/
star/trefoil shapes, the outer window pair with a spire-shaped flower
= Middle windows with a broad raised rectangular border frame of carved geometric interlace/a dentil
border with square corner loops

Condition: Damaged

Description:

In the lower central section of the heovily pierced, two-storey facade ore two doors and a grilled middle
window, all rectangular in shape, in yellow and black ablag masonry; they are topped by a plain yellow lintel
course continuing along the facade, a string course with joggled stone inlay with wavy slabs in yellow, black
and white, ond crowned with a frieze of diamond shape fleurs-de-lis raised in relief.

Both adjacent rectangulor windows in the plain facade section are crowned by o high pointed lunette with
carved foliate scrollwork framed by mugarnas elements. The other openings are rectangles surmounted by
lunette carvings that are flanked with relief hexagons featuring geometric and vegetal designs.

In the upper section of the ground floor are smaller windows, most of which end in ornamental arches that
are crowned with openwork finials in the form of a stylised flower composed of single diamond shapes. Cen-
tral windows are accentuated with a broad rectangular border frame raised in relief, featuring an eight-fold
geometric interlace ornament, as well as a dentil border with square corner loops.
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Similar examples:

Mamluk: Ughulbak Mosque, As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: Bohram Pasha Bathhouse, Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse, Khan al-Wazir, Ghazala
House, Rajab Pasha House, Ajigbash House, Our Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Virgin Mary Cathedral
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches aulaill guilisllg dgull wa dalul alaalg - alilaiell &piall

50b | Ghazala House (main courtyard, west) 6

(i @iuyijll alyl) &l ay | o 50

Facade: West side of the main courtyard dusdy)l Aol 4,20l G,k tdmalg
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Date: 18th century (reconstruction)
Architectural elements:
© Central ablag section of the domed hall (ga‘c) with central arched
entrance door/pair of flanking arched windows and side windows,
arched ablaq door to the right, yellow masonry surface (lower section)
© Centrally superimposed pair of small arched windows with six-pointed
star opening, arched side windows (upper section)
Sub elements:
Lower section, central part:
© Arched door/window row with a tripartite middle part, in ablag
masonry alternating in black/yellow
= Doorsill with flanking black stone blocks/Yellow windowsill course
= Yellow course with arches, joggled voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone
blocks), yellow/black/white marble keystone
= White course with spandrels (friangular areas), black border band
= String course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/
black/white marble keystones (tripartite middle part)
Upper section, central part:

= Middle panel with geometric interlace, six-fold motif, corved in relief
Condition: Partially destroyed [RTPSPRVART- 1] EN ]|
sangll
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Description:

The lower central section features the entrance door and two pairs of lateral
windows in ablag style with segmental arches. A course of multi-coloured
joggled stone and marble inlay runs above its tripartite middle part.

In the upper section, above the door, is a pair of small arched windows and,
in the middle, o relief panel with a carved six-fold geometric interlace motif
surmounted by a small star-shaped opening.
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Similar examples:
Ottoman: Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse, Ghazala House, Saint
Assia al-Hakim Church, Virgin Mary Cathedral
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches
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50c¢ | Ghazala House (main courtyard, east) @z § N& (bl iyl aaldl) dllje au | A 50
Facade: Eost side of the main courtyard g 'L f 1 L)) Aol 3001 G,k tamalg
Date: 19th century (reconstruction) ‘ £19 5,0 @ slid) sl A LEN

Architectural elements:
© Row of arched windows and door/rectangulor ablog door to the left (lower
section)
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© Windows with an ogee-arch decorated with incised trefoil motifs at the ) I el oSS o e el ' e Sslﬂ\imﬂ \

apex/folioge on either side o ) o o
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cruciform openwork trefoil finial featuring individual diamond shapes )
= Window above the door with an additional rectangular border frame of e ezl e OsSe pogadll W cudo USii £ A pusd e OIS M <
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carved interlace, eight-fold geometric pattern, raised in relief and dentil
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© Row of small arched windows (upper section)

Sub elements:
Lower section:
© Rectangular door with ablaq jambs, plain yellow lintel
« Top frieze of fleurs-de-lis (stylised lily flowers) raised in relief
© Arched door/window row surmounted by lunettes (arched panels) with
carved interlacing floriate scrollwork (central part)/by small relief hexagons
(side windows)
= High pointed frameless lunette panel (arched door)
« Pair of high pointed lunette panel framed with a double row of mugarnas
(cellwork) plates featuring triangular palmette leaves and a protruding
star-rosette af the apex (central window pair)

Condition: Severe damage

Description:

The facade has two rows of windows one above the other, the lower row in-
cluding two doors.

At the outer edge of the lower facade section, a rectangular door with ablag
jambs alternating in black and yellow is found and, above its lintel, a frieze of
stylised fleurs-de-lis raised in relief. The other door and the windows are each
with a segmental arch. The arched door is surmounted with a high pointed
lunette carving, featuring interlacing floriate scrollwork, and two centrally ad-
joining windows are surmounted with a similar lunette carving inside a facetted
double mugarnas frame. The windows in between are surmounted with smaller
lunettes featuring interlacing floriate scrollwork.
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The upper section has smaller arched windows, three of which end in o open- Wy : k 8 EOMERE I O X i T T o

work finial featuring a cruciform trefoil flower formed by single diamond shapes. oo S8 e {70 077 S e u}b ‘UISS}’L;‘ 691"” ) g5
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Similar examples: :dmgliia dalial
Mamluk: Ughulbok Mosque, As-Sa‘idiyya School Dagmadl duyal) @liles zolo 10Sglaa

Ottoman: Bahram Pasha Bathhouse, Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse,
Khan al-Wazir, Ghozala House, Rajab Pasha House, Ajigbash House, Our
Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Virgin Mary Cathedral
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

51 | Sadir House

Facade: Southwest side of the courtyard
Date: 1123 AH /1711 CE, inscription

Architectural elements:

© Central arched entrance door, rectangular door to the left, with ablag
frames/row of rectangular windows, continuous yellow windowsill and
lintel courses (lower section)

© Row of windows with polygonal arches (upper section)

Sub elements:
Lower section:
© Arched doorway with ablag frame, black/yellow
© Rectangulor windows, small openings with perforated stone screens below
= Triangular lunette-like stone carving, alternating geometric/foliate scroll
designs, flanked by relief roundels with six-fold geometric designs and
bounded by a continuous chevron band, raised in relief
Upper section:
© Arched windows, triangular/octagonal arch shapes
= Lunette-like (arched) openwork carving with floriate scrolls and incised
endings, raised in relief (above the centrol door)
= Ornamental openwork carvings, alternating six-/eight-fold geometric
designs with incised outer mouldings and foliate/floriate endings (above
the windows)

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

In the lower section are rectangular windows with a yellow sill and lintel, and
a central arched door with an ablag frame. Each opening is surmounted by a
framed triongular relief carving, raised in relief, featuring geometric and flori-
ate scroll designs in an alternating sequence. Each lunette is flanked with relief
roundels featuring hexagonal motifs.

In the upper section, smaller arched windows are placed in a vertical line above
each opening. The arches are filled or fronted with openwork carvings featuring
various geometric, particularly star-shaped designs; the window above the en-
trance door hos an openwork lunette carving with floriate scrolls raised in relief.
Below part of the lower windows lie stone grilles for ventilation. The openwork
carvings of the upper windows also function as sunshades and decorative
elements.

Similar examples:
Ottoman: Ghazala House, Ajigbash House, Forty Martyrs Cathedral /
Zarehian Treosury

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches
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52 | Rajab Pasha House Liih ) an| 52
Facade: Main, east side of the (former) courtyard dasludl Aol dgals oo wady)! (3,50 il timalg

Date: Around 1130 AH /1718 CE
Architectural elements:
< Tripartite middle part with high shallow niches (ground/upper floor)

< Row of rectangular door/window openings, lower section with ablaq
masonry, smoll superimposed windows to the left (ground floor)
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

52 |Rajab Pasha House

Sub elements:
Lower section:
© Rectangular doors/grilled windows in ablag masonry, black/yellow, yellow lintel course
© Multi-coloured course with joggled stone/marble inlay
= Wavy slabs, black/yellow/white keystone (lateral doors/windows)
= Reciprocal trefoils, stone/marble inlay, black and yellow/white (central window)
© Yellow course/black top course
Central part, ground/upper floor:
© Door/window pair in high shollow triple niches
= Top frieze of carved geometric interlace raised in relief (lateral door/window)
= High pointed lunette (arched panel) with carved floriate scrollwork, framed by a band of small protruding

rosettes/moulded border of muqarnas (cellwork) facets with palmette leaves and protruding corner/apex
rosettes (central window)

© Pair of plaited colonnettes with palmette-leaf mugarnas capitals, engaged (lateral door/window)/
colonnettes with ascending floriate scroll, raised in relief, and mugarnas capitals (central window)

© Mugarnas cornice

© Broad vertical borders/horizontal top border of carved interlace raised in relief, geometric repeat pattern
= Outer dentil moulding

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

The high courtyard facade is preserved from the former Rajob Pasha mansion.

The ground floor’s lower section is completely made in ablag masonry. The rectangular door and window openings
are framed in ablaq style including a course with multi-coloured joggled inlay, the upper arched windows remain plain.
The door and window openings in the facade’s central part are set inside three shallow niches that are bounded by
pairs of engaged colonnettes, an upper cornice and broad borders of carved geometric interlace raised in relief.
The central window is highlighted by speciol ornomental details. It is crowned by o lunette carving with inferlacing flo-
riate scrollwork containing trefoils; the flanking door and window are surmounted with a panel of geometric interlace
corved in relief.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khon Qurtbok

Ottoman: Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Solim and Matilda Shalhat Building
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53 | Ajigbash House

Facade: North-east side of the courtyard

Date: 1171 AH /1757 CE, inscription

Architectural elements:

© Row of rectangular windows, continuous yellow window sill and lintel
course (lower section)

© Central entrance doors with arched ablag frame, masonry slightly
projecting from the wall’s surface level (lower section)

< Row of smaller rectangular windows (upper section)/small round
top windows (upper section, north) with a border band of scrolling
palmettes carved in relief, dentil mouldings

Sub elements:

Lower section:

© Segmental arch door with ablaq frome, yellow/black, joggled voussoirs
(wedge-shaped stone blocks)
= Black border band with a circular apex loop
= Top frieze of trefoil/palmette motifs raised in relief

© Rectangular windows, each lintel topped by a differently ornamented
lunette (arched panel) with carved foliate/floriate scroll patterns in
sculptural relief
= Continuous twisted band frame with circular apex loops

Upper section:

© Rectangular windows, each fronted with an openwork lunette carving
at the top
= Sculptural relief ornamentation with scrolls, scrolling foliage and floral

motifs, multifoil endings/a central interlaced knot band motif (above
the doors)

© Round windows
Condition: Severe domage

Description:

The doors are in ablag style with a segmental arch.

The windows are rectangular with a yellow sill and lintel, and above each
lintel lies an ornamental lunette carving. The top part of the upper windows
is fronted by an openwork lunette carving serving as a pierced screen.
The sculpted stone carvings, particularly in the upper section with the strong-
ly designed scrolled foliage, are influenced by the Ottoman Rococo style.

Similar examples:
Ottoman: |Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque, Ghozala House, Sadir House,
Saint Assia al-Hokim Church, Virgin Mary Cathedral
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

54 | Our Mother of Reliefs
Armenian Catholic Cathedral

Facade: Entrance facade of the courtyard
Date: 1255 AH /1840 CE, portal inscription
Architectural elements:
© Arched entrance portal with ablag, masonry slightly projecting from
the wall's surface level/flanking row of arched windows
Sub elements:
© Segmental arch doorway with ablaqg jombs, black/yellow/white
= Ornamental voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone blocks), stone/marble
inlay in greyish white/yellow and white/red, black border band
= Plain white spandrels (triangular areas)
© Inscription panel, white/black letters
© Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, yellow/black/white/greyish
white, wavy slabs/black keystone with a white cross symbol
© Black border bands/yellow top course
© High pointed yellow lunette (arched panel) with carved interlacing
floriate scrollwork
= Border band with small protruding rosettes
= Moulded border of muqgarnas (cellwork) facets with pointed palmette-
leaf tops, protruding corner rosettes/apex knot
= Dentil frame moulding with square corner loops and a circular apex
loop filled with an inferlace knot

Condition: Rehabilitated

Description:

The portal is in ablaq style featuring an arch with four-coloured stone and
marble inlay, white marble spandrels, an inscription panel in black and white,
and a four-coloured course of joggled stonework in wavy slabs, its keystone
with a white cross symbol. It is surmounted by a high pointed yellow lunette
carving with floriate scrollwork, framed by muqarnas elements, protruding
rosettes and a dentil frame moulding with a circular apex loop.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Ughulbak Mosque, As-Sa‘idiyya School

Ottoman: Bohram Pasha Bathhouse, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Great
Umayyad Mosque, Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque, Ash-Sha‘baniyya
School, Takiyya of the Mawlowiyya Brotherhood, Ghazala House, Forty
Martyrs Cathedral / Zarehian Treasury, Saint Assia al-Hokim Church,
Virgin Mary Cathedrall
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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55 | Saint Assia al-Hakim Syrian Catholic
Church (former Cathedral)

Facade: Entrance facade of the courtyard
Date: 1268 AH /1852 CE, portal inscription
Architectural elements:
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< Entrance portal with arched ablag doorframe, masonry slightly
projecting from the wall's surface level
Sub elements:
© Segmental arch doorway with ablag frame, yellow/block, joggled
voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone blocks)
= Spandrels (triangular areas) with a multi-coloured geometric pattern of
stone/marble inlay, inlaid outer border
< Inscription cartouche flanked by square panels with multi-coloured
geometric inlay/vertically framed by two horizontal panels with multi-
coloured geometric inlay
© Black border bands/block circular loop above the keystone
© Top frieze of carved floriate scrolling raised in relief
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Condition: Slightly domaoged

Description:
The doorway is in oblaq style with a segmental arch, surmounted by spandrels
as well as three horizontal panels, two with multi-coloured geometric patterns

Ol
of stone and marble inlay and the middle panel with a central inscription Uls sl ke 3ed &5 515 Buke USein Seul Jas 15 © 1 >
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forming a knot above the keystone with a cross symbol. The top frieze features
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Similar examples:

Ottoman: Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque, Ash-Sha‘baniyya School,
Ghazola House, Ajigbash House, Our Mother of Reliefs Cathedral,
Forty Martyrs Cathedral / Zarehian Treasury, Virgin Mary Cathedrol
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

56 | Virgin Mary Melkite Greek Catholic
Cathedral

Facade: Entrance facade of the courtyard
Date: 1268 AH /1852 CE, portal inscription
Architectural elements:
© Arched entrance portal with ablag, masonry slightly projecting from the
wall's surface level, flanking arched windows (porch, ground floor)
© Arched windows with centrally superimposed pair of small arched
windows and six-pointed star opening, flanking arched windows with
rectangulor border frames raised in relief (upper floor)
Sub elements:
Portal, ground floor:
© Segmental arch doorway, ablaqg frome, yellow/black, wavy joggled
voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone blocks)
= Plain yellow spandrels (triongular areas)
© High pointed lunette (arched panel) with interlacing floriate scrollwork
carved in relief
= Moulded frame of mugarnas (cellwork) facets with palmette leaves
< Inscription panel
Windows, upper floor:
<© Three segmental arch windows, grilled (lower section)
© Pair of small arched windows with ornamental arches and openwork
finials (upper section, centre)
= Middle panel with geometric interlace carved in relief
= Six-pointed star opening, tfop middle
© Window with ornamental arch and openwork cruciform trefoil finial
(upper section, sides)
= Broad rectangular border frame of carved geometric interlace raised
in relief
= Dentil border with square corner loops
Condition: Restored
Description:
The segmental arch doorway in abloq style is surmounted with a high pointed
and framed lunette with floriate scrollwork carved in relief. Above lies a small
inscription panel.
In the high courtyard focade’s upper section, above the ploin main windows, there
are windows richly ornamented with openwork carvings and geometric interlace
carved in relief. In the centre is a pair of small arched windows surmounted with
a six-pointed star opening.
The facade belonged to a former house which became part of the church complex.

Similar examples:

Ottoman: Khan al-Jumruk, Khan al-Wazir, Ibshir Mustafa Posha Mosque,
Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse, Ghazala House, Ajigbash House, Our
Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Forty Martyrs Cathedral / Zarehion Treasury,
Saint Assia al-Hakim Church
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

57 | Forty Martyrs Armenian Orthodox Cathedral /

Zarehian Treasury (Holy Mother of God Church)

Facade: Enfrance portal of the treasury (church), east side of the

main courtyard

Entrance portal (porch) of the cathedral church, north side of the

main courtyard

Date: 1849 CE (renovation), portal inscription of the treasury

(church, before 1429 CE)

1869 CE, cathedral church (1491 CE)

Architectural elements:

© Ablag entrance portal, masonry slightly projecting from the wall's
surface level (treasury/church)

© Arched entrance portal with ablag, masonry slightly projecting from
the wall's surface level (cathedral church)

Sub elements:

© Segmental arch doorway, ablaq frame with stepped arch, black/
yellow/white marble keystone

< Inscription panel, white marble
= Square panels with stone and marble inlay, geometric pattern and

squares in yellow and white/a block circle (on three sides of the
inscription, treasury/church)

= Square panels with stone and marble inlay, geometric pattern in

black, yellow, white and red (on two sides of the inscription, cathedral

church)
= Black border bands (treasury/church)

- Top frieze of palmette leaves raised in relief (treasury/church)/Square

top panel with a carved rosette (cathedral church)
Condition: Restored
Description:

Both portals are decorated with alternating black and yellow ablag masonry
and multi-coloured square panels with geometric stone and marble inlays.
Their segmental arches feature white marble keystones that are surmounted

by white panels with Armenian inscriptions.

The higher portal of the Zarehian Treasury, the former Armenion Church
of the Mother of God, features square ornamental panels with various ge-
ometric designs including a black circle in between black horizontal borders

and ends with o frieze of palmette leaves raised in relief.

The rounded portal of the Forty Martyrs Cathedral features panels also
containing red marble, it is crowned by a rosette panel carved in relief; all

panels are bordered with black bands.

Similar examples:

Ottoman: Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Our

Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Saint Assia al-Hakim Church, Virgin Mary
Cathedral

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
020-16/ -a 14 - 10 y,dll

¥

il guiliallg agull wia daldl dlaalg - dlilaiell dyiall

/ yuSgagiy¥l ga)lll i ponVl dilils | 57
(wadall uyll gl dunis) Jum)lj daia

doll) (3l Colodl (dunasSd)) Camahl Jsae dolgs :Gmalg
) daas3y )]
dol) Jlodd) Colod) dunsiSUly 431,30801 (Blgy) dede dolgs
) L5,
(p 1429 Jud ducuiSJN) Chmzll Jso a3 (panyd) ¢ 1849 saLill
(p 1491 Gusals) duwsiSly L3031l @ 1869
:djjlaea ynlic
S s ssts (5 Ueld Bylenmdl 3,5 (BLYN Jaaiy Jse L ©
COE YN
S e ssts (5 eld Bylnmdl 355 (BLYN baaiy Jose O ©
(LugiSdls &3340
:dicya yolic
334»| igzly go Syatue die OJ,E8 mo @lﬂ Hb) ()9;34: WP d ol O
vanl ads plideg yaols
A sz (LS (a3 ©
Ol 09 ity puoud plo) gumb 5 Sl e Olim po Sliog)
u.aLSJl wadd FatH] \_Sbb)” o) slogw JSlgs g ua.u})ls )_a.,oyl oslL
(LS [ Gioeiad] S5 a0 s
bs.wyb N ‘(’l’J G..gku 9 Syl & Ol o Glisg) @
315031501 Jsdd S patll J3yb le) s Vls panlls sl
(dueSls
(LS [ amiall) HUoYW Sl Jas i =
Tboeall) 35k dSbs Bsmiall Slasmally Bye50 il by i =
(LuSly &35 Bgowin 83y9 o disle dsyye dog) /(duuyiS]
o5 :allall
sangll
dSusie o059 ol Sewdl sl Lol GLYI Bylaxmy Jsluedl Cn
ool ol Iy ool Go kit eumll e dmise Olog) e OlY)
L)Yl ERUL pad slag doof IS 3o 9 ] ade plidas (u5e sssel]
(o) ol LS Wyl C30) Oyl &lss Camta) @iell Jsaed] 5eans
cloge d3,505 ads Lyt S3dmie dewdin bloily 48,550l dy yall Sloglll
IS e Ot Cath Dlsdl a9 sldgud] 881 Sload] Bsdo o
) 8L U Olimw
pmhall ool go drype Olog) AL Dlsd datuall dosll ey
Ol S Bgmin 83y9) dog) ul.ck)l B9 )mﬂl Ol e oo Oslellg
)Lb)U \)‘9.«:| hJ)w ul?gljl Jgu Ja,au 9

:dmgliia aliai
ol 43315 dlmdd] dupal) L3l Gahias sl dos Hilale
Biaad) dasS oSl Lol Lo dasS Sligd]

Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo € wtla 6 Gijjlill Liliall go éjliin alaslgl sinjdgas O 89|99





