Ottoman period (10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE)

During the Ottoman period (922-1336 AH / 1516-1918 CE), new elements along with existing
local elements characterise the facades of Aleppo’s stone buildings. The large public ond
commercial buildings of the first centuries especially stand out with their strikingly decorated
street facades. Equally accentuated front facades of the large Ottoman style mosques are
hidden by yards and, consequently, do not appear in the city’s streetscape. The same is true
for the domestic architecture with regards to the large, traditional interior courtyard houses
or the Judayda quarter’s ancient churches (see “Ottoman period — Courtyard facades of
traditional houses and churches”).

The building facades of the Bahram Pasha Bathhouse (991 AH / 1583 CE) and the lbshir
Pasha Coffeehouse (1063 AH / 1653 CE), standing opposite of each other in the old city
quarter of al-Judayda, form the most beautiful streetscape from the Ottoman period; they
show ablaqg (contrasting coloured) masonry and stonework as well as various stone carv-
ing elements. Unfortunately, both monuments were heovily domaged during the conflict in
Aleppo, in 2012-2016.

In fact, there is a remarkable persistence of established decorative elements for doors and
windows from the previous Mamluk era (for example, the street facade of the at-Tawashi
Mosque). The repertoire comprises of multi-coloured elements, such as ablaq style masonry
and joggled stone and marble inlay, as well as different mugarnos (cellwork) elements and
fine stone carvings, for example superimposed horizontal panels or framing borders with
interlaced geometric patterns and dentil frame mouldings. Lunettes (arched panels) above
doors and windows filled with interlacing foliate scrollwork and sometimes framed with varying
mugarnas plates and a dentil moulding become more common during the Ottoman period.
Multi-coloured painted underglaze tiles are a newly infroduced Ottoman element found as
panelling in these upper areas, mostly in large mosques.

Of increasing importance are the upper, usually arched windows that accompany both por-
tals and lower main windows in single and multi-storied focades. They offered both more
subjects and larger areas for the application of stone decorations, preferobly carved and
raised in relief. Accentuated windows in the upper zones of a facade's main section are now
completely encompassed with broad borders of intricate geometric interlace ornaments.
Another element that often crowns high facades is a pair of small arched windows, also
framed with stone carving elements, which often features a six-pointed star opening in the
middle. Small round windows also play a prominent role in the upper sections of a facade.
The portal sections of Khan al-Jumruk (977 AH / 1569-70 CE) and Khan al-Wazir (1093 AH /
1682-83 CE) have exterior facades in ablaq style, in alternating yellow and black, with rich
stone carvings; they stand in the tradition of the local, late Mamluk khan facades. Their
monumental arched gateways are accompanied by different types of upper floor windows
which are mainly arranged in pairs. The inner courtyard facades show windows in shallow
vertical niches: The high, prominent niches contain an established combination of lower
multi-coloured rectangular oblag windows and superimposed plain small arch windows
with arrowslit opening.

The mosque of the Khusrawiyya Madrasa complex (953 AH / 1546-47 CE), which was
completely destroyed during the conflict, wos the first large religious building of the Otto-
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Ottoman period (10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE)

man period in Aleppo. While the free-standing monument’s architecture followed the Oft-
toman building tradition, the front facade’s decoration still featured some elements of the
local Mamluk tradition. Therefore, slightly ogee-arched window lunettes (arched fields) with
bright, multi-coloured tiles and geometric and floral patterns are found together with typical
black and yellow ablag fromes of rectangular windows. In the al-‘Adiliyya Mosque (974 AH
/1565-66 CE) and the ol-Bahramiyya Mosque (991 AH / 1583 CE) the former decorative
tradition was followed again on a larger scale featuring ablaq style portals. However, their
entrance doors do not have traditional flat lintels, but are arched.

Shallow vertical niches remained widely in use as characteristic local facade features through-
out the centuries. In addition to the portal facades of the large khans, they highlight, for
example, the eastern focade of the AH 10th / 16th CE century ol-Bahramiyya Mosque, the
mosque door of the Sha‘baniyya Madrasa (1085 AH / 1674 CE) or the door and windows
in the front facade of the midan building of the Takiyya of the Mowlowiyya Brotherhood
(rebuilt 1240 AH / 1824-25 CE).

During the AH 10th / 16th CE century, the large Ottoman style minarets of the al-Khusrawi-
yya, al-Bahramiyya and ol-‘Adiliyya mosques added striking new accents to Aleppo's skyline.
They were designed as high polygonal shafts of almost cylindrical form with a circumferential
balcony and a squat cone as a top: the pencil shape minaret style. Also, in this case, the
octagonal Mamluk style minarets continued to be built during the Ottoman period.
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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33 | At-Tawashi Mosque Guillghll gala| 33
Facade: Entrance, facing eost &l oleoly Joall tdmalg
Date: Before 774 AH /1372 CE £ 13721 774 Jud guss gy 3@dyLill
renovated/enlarged 944 AH / 1537-38 CE, portal inscription ¢ 1538-1537 / » 944 Jsakl juds
Architectural elements: :ajjlaea yolic
© Arched entrance recess with rectangular ablaq doorway (mosque (zalodl U5 ) BV aaty dibaics O e yile i J5ae ©

enfrance) Sl oo Ol o 3LV ety dldatus Jélgs ©

© Rectangular ablag windows in a shallow niche

.

e

B N

Bl
H\\:i“—..

% Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo < «tla 4 diiijlill iliall yoéjliinalailgl sinjJgaa <& 50 |99



Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

33 | At-Tawashi Mosque

Sub elements:
Portal:
< Frontal pointed arch
- Facetted arch frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plotes
© Rectangular doorway
= Ablag jambs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow
= Course with joggled inlay, slightly undercut, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white marble keystone
< Inscription panel
© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood
Recessed window:
© Rectangular main window, grilled
= Ablag frame, yellow/black
= Course with joggled inlay, slightly undercut, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white marble keystone
< Relief carved block featuring a decorative panel
= Rectangular-shoped panel with geometric interlace (north window)
= Lunette-like arched panel with foliate scrollwork (south window)
© Smalll arched window with arrowslit opening
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Pair of plaited colonnettes, engaged, with foliate capitals
Condition: Restored
Description:
A limestone focade with an ornamented ablag-style portal and windows.
The frontal arch of the mugarnas vaulted portal is framed by a double row of facetted mugarnas plates —
adjacent, the older arched entrance recess with its chevron arch. The rectangular doorway is built in ablag
masonry, its lintel fopped by a course with joggled inlay (slightly undercut), with wavy slabs of yellow and
black stone, symmetrically arronged around a white marble keystone, as well as an inscription panel.
The rectangular windows of the long street facade are each set in a shallow vertical niche, flanked by o pair
of plaited colonnettes on the sides and topped by a three-coloured course with joggled stone and marble
inlay as well as a stone block featuring a carved panel raised in relief: rectangular-shaped with geometric
interlace or lunette-like (arched) with interlacing foliate scrollwork. There are also axiolly superimposed small
arched windows and a mugarnas cornice.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of
the Citadel, As-Saffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbok, Khan os-Sabun, Khon Qurtbak, As-Sa‘idiyya
School

Ottoman: Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Khan al-Wozir, Takiyya of
the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhot and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period dlilaioll &jiall

34 | Al-Khusrawiyya School and Mosque digpuuill galag dwjaa| 34
Facade: Minaret on the northwest corner of the mosque - view of the Colzdl o dgin cgalel) 2y ,2)l dlosdl dygl3)l & d3dse tiamalg
north side Yol
Interior courtyard: Entrance of the mosque’s prayer hall on the south side, Jbosdl olesly qasizdl Byhll e 83all dold e :dilsls doly
facing north ¢ 1546-1546 1 » 953 saLill
Date: 953 AH / 1546-47 CE, portal inscription :djjlaeo yolic
Architectural elements: shide Gls Oloyuw 8,5 8,k =6 dlgy Joue ©
< Entrance portal with arched recess with steps and arched doorway B2l Oy (e (Blaiiie dog)) Mo o 3LYI Jaasy 3386 ©
© Rectangular ablag window with file lunette (arched panel) by go Ssle plo 8,4 mo @lie Dite gl ©

© Minaret shaft, polygonal shape, with balcony, upper shaft with a cone
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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34 | Al-Khusrawiyya School and Mosque

Sub elements:
Portal:
< Stepped frontal arch frame, black/yellow
© Pair of engaged colonnettes with floral ornamentation raised in relief, white/blue/green
© Doorway with a black frame/arch with trefoil ornamentation, yellow stone inlay

= Spandrels (triongular areas) with inlaid interloce, geometric pattern, white with black/ blue/red

= Green rectangular inscription panel

= Black border band
© Green lunette-shaped (crescent arched) inscription panel
© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood
Window:
© Rectangular window, slightly recessed

« Plain arch-shaped outer frome

= Rectangular grilled window with ablag frame, yellow/black

= Tile lunette (arched panel) with inscription cartouche, floriate interlacing scroll or geometric interlace

ornament, white/blue/green

Minaret:
© Lower trefoil frieze, black
© Upper file frieze, white/blue/green
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
Condition: Destroyed
Description:
A prayer hall facade, fronted by a porch, with a decorated portal in black, green and yellow and ablag
windows with bright tile lunettes.
The front of the entrance recess is flanked by a pair of ornomented colonnettes and framed by a moulding
with a stepped upper section. The door opening is framed in black, its segmental arch featuring a yellow
trefoil motif. The spandrels are filled with inlaid interlace with a geometric pattern. Above lies a rectangular
green inscription panel topped by a lunette-shaped inscription panel. They are crowned by a mugarnas vault.
The slightly recessed rectongular windows are framed by ablag masonry and surmounted by a lunette of
blue and white painted underglaze tiles with floriate scrolls or geometric interlace and inscription cartouches.
The minaret is designed as a high polygonal shaft of almost cylindrical form, with a squat cone as a top and
a circumferential balcony with multi-tiered mugarnas frieze; the pencil-shaped Ottoman minaret style. The
minarets of the other large AH 10th / 16th CE century Ottoman mosques, al-Bahramiyya and al-‘Adiliyya,
are built in the same style.

Similar examples:

Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque

Mamluk: Minaret of the Altunbugha Mosque, Minaret of ar-Rumi Mosque, Minaret of al-Mihmandar
Mosque
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35 | Khan an-Nahhasin

Facade: Entrance, facing eost
Date: 959-960 AH /1552-1553 CE
Architectural elements:
© Arched gateway with a pair of upper floor windows in ablag masonry,
yellow/black
Sub elements:
© Frontol pointed arch with stepped ablag, white marble keystone
- Recessed gate frame with pointed ablaq arch on mugarnos (cellwork)
consoles
= Outer frame moulding
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The khan's huge gate facade, entirely in ablag style including its two upper
windows. The pointed arch of the recessed gate frame rests on mugarnas
consoles and is framed by a simple moulding.

Similar examples:
Mamluk: Khan Kha'irbak
Ottoman: Khan al-'Ulabiyya, Khan al-Jumruk, Khan al-Hibal, Khan ol-Wazir
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36 | Khan al-'Ulabiyya (83), - dulell gla | 36
Facade: Entrance, facing north \ : i Jloidl oloily (Jsue malg

Date: 959-960 AH / 1552-1553 CE
Architectural elements:

© Arched goteway/pair of rectangular upper floor windows in ablag
masonry, slightly projecting from the wall's surfoce level

£ 1553-1522 / » 960-959 :aLill
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© Centrally superimposed round window
Sub elements:
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© Frontal pointed arch with stepped ablag
= Recessed gate frame with ablag and muqgarnas (cellwork) consoles
Upper floor:
© Rectangular grilled upper windows
= Double cartouche
= Plain lintels as part of a yellow masonry course
= Upper course with joggled inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black
© Moulding around the ablag section
© Small round top window with a dentil border
Condition: Severe damage oo o LAl
Description:

, . o :qangll
The khan” s huge go‘re‘ facade in ablag style, alternating in yellow and black, 5 L8 Lo espuls yiol oo (EYI bas daudll L] dolgy dgorly e
includes two upper windows. T ‘ ) dm}lxll OB
The gofewoy has a pointed arch with stepped ablag, the recessed inngr g Bl G5 Jlb]s Byatane Dslite OIS me oo sz NEWTIN
gate frame is resting on mugarnas consoles. A large blank cartouche is Olaiyiall o gubib e

locoted between the upper rectangular grilled windows. Above the yellow
lintel course lies a course of joggled stonework with wavy slabs in yellow
and black. At the very top lies a round opening with dentil border.
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Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Kha'irbak

Ottoman: Khan an-Nahhasin, Khan al-Jumruk, Khan al-Hibal, Khan
al-Wozir
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Ottoman period

37 | Al-Adiliyya Mosque

Facade: Interior courtyard: Entrance of the prayer hall on the south side,
facing north

Date: 974 AH /1565-66 CE

Architectural elements:

© Entfrance portal with arched recess and arched doorway in ablag
masonry

© Rectangular ablag window with tile lunette (arched panel)

Sub elements:
Portal:
© Frontal pointed arch with chevroned voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone
blocks), yellow/black, white marble keystone
= Pair of engaged colonnettes with floral ornamentation raised in relief,
white/blue/green
= Moulded rectangular outer frame
© Doorway with ablag jambs in yellow/black
= Black arch with trefoil ornamentation, stone/marble inlay, yellow/white
= Spandrels (friongular areas), white marble
< Inscription cartouche, yellow limestone
© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood
Window:
© Rectangular window, slightly recessed
= Moulded outer frame
= Grilled window with yellow/black ablaq frame, decorative interlocking
= QOgival tile lunette (arched panel) with inscription cartouche, floriate
interlacing scroll or geometric interlace ornament, white/blue/red
Condition: Damaged
Description:
A mosque facade, fronted by a deep porch, with a lavishly decorated ablag
portal and ablag windows with multi-coloured tile lunettes.
The portal is in block and yellow ablag masonry with a frontal arch and a
pair of engaged colonnettes with a raised floral ornament. The door opening
is framed by a black segmental arch featuring o trefoil ornament band in
yellow and white. The spandrels in white marble are topped by an inscription
panel. It is crowned by o mugarnas vault with pendants.
The rectangular windows each feature an ablag frame and a high ogival
lunette of painted underglaze tiles with a floral or geometric pattern and an
inscription cartouche in blue, white and red.

Similar examples:
Ottoman: Al-Khusrowiyya School and Mosque, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque,
Great Umayyad Mosque, Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

38 | Khan al-Jumruk

Facade: Exterior: Enfrance, facing north
Interior courtyard: Entrance, north side

Date: 977 AH / 1569-70 CE

Architectural elements:

© Arched gateway with a pair of rectangular upper floor windows in
oblag masonry (portal front)

© Centrally superimposed pair of small arched windows with six-pointed
star opening (portal fronf)

© Arched goteway with a pair of rectangular upper floor ablag windows
and superimposed small arched windows in shallow niches (courtyard
portal front, upper floor)

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

38 | Khan al-Jumruk

Sub elements:
Portal front, ground floor:
© Frontal arch with stepped ablagq, yellow/black/white marble keystone with black candelabra motif
© Pair of flanking roundels carved in relief
Portal front, upper floor:
© Pair of rectongulor grilled oblag windows

= Middle inscription cartouche

= Plain lintels as part of a yellow masonry course

= Course with a reciprocal trefoil motif, stone/marble inlay, in yellow/white and black
< Broad outer border of interlace with geometric repeat pattern raised in relief framing the ablaq section
Portal front, top section:
© Pair of small arched windows with a six-pointed star opening in the middle

= Superimposed pointed lunette (arched panel) with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in relief, fromed

by a dentil moulding

= Arched frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates

- Dentil border, looped and filled with a protruding interlace knot at the apex
© Mugarnas (cellwork) pendentives
Courtyard portal front, upper floor:
© Rectangular grilled window with ablaq frame, yellow/black

= Course with a reciprocal trefoil motif, stone/marble inlay, black and yellow/white, topped by a black

course of masonry

© Small window with five-lobed arch and arrowslit opening
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Pair of high plaited colonnettes, engaged, with foliate capitals
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The high, large front facade in ablaq style, with a pointed arch gateway featuring a white keystone with black
candelabra motif, flanked by a pair of relief roundels with foliate patterns. This is topped by two rectangular
ablag windows and a large inscription cartouche in the middle. Above this, a course with a reciprocal trefoil
motif in alternating yellow/white and in black. A broad border of carved geometric interloce raised in relief
frames the ablaq section of the facade. A pair of small multi-lobed windows is located on the top part of the
facade, surmounted by a six-pointed star opening and a lunette with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in
relief. It is all framed by an arch-shaped double mugarnas border and a dentil moulding.
The internal facade’s upper floor is decorated by two rectangular middle windows combined with arched
windows above, set inside shallow vertical niches with high plaited colonnettes and mugarnas cornice.

Similar examples:

Windows in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of
the Citodel, As-Soffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sobun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum
Kha'irbak, As-Sa‘idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Takiyya
of the Mawlawiyya, Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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Ottoman period

39 | Bahram Pasha Bathhouse

Facade: Entronce, facing north

Date: 991 AH /1583 CE

Architectural elements:

© Arched entrance portal with rectangular doorway/rectangular upper
window in ablag masonry, slightly projecting from the wall's surfoce level

© Row of windows in ablog masonry, slightly projecting from the wall's
surface level

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

39 | Bahram Pasha Bathhouse

Sub elements:
Portal/upper window:
© Frontal arch with stepped ablag, yellow/black, white marble keystone
© Rectangular grilled upper window

= Ablag sill/jambs/plain lintel

= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white marble keystone

- Yellow top course
© Rectangular doorway

= Ablag jambs/plain yellow lintel

= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white marble keystone
< Decorative white marble cartouche

= Black border
© Pointed lunette (arched panel) with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in relief

= Border band with protruding rosettes

= Frame of mugarnas (cellwork) facets with pointed palmette-leaf tops

= Pair of protruding star-rosettes (corners)/interlace knot (apex)
Row of windows:
© Rectangular grilled window

= Joggled sill, yellow/black

« Plain lintels as part of two upper yellow masonry courses with a string course of joggled stone/marble

inlay in between, wavy slabs in yellow/black/white keystones

Condition: Destroyed
Description:
The street facade’s portal and main windows, completely in ablag masonry with alternating yellow and
black stone courses.
The frontal arch of the enfrance recess with stepped ablag is surmounted by a small rectangular window, also
in ablagq masonry, the surface of which is slightly projecting from the wall’s surface level. The lintel courses
of both the rectangular doorway and the superimposed window are topped by a course with joggled stone
and marble inlay with wavy slabs in yellow, black and white. The portal also features a decorative cartouche
of white marble and a lunette filled with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in relief framed with protruding
rosettes and muqarnas facets ending with a pointed palmette leaf.
The adjocent row of rectangular, grilled windows is fopped by a string course with joggled stone and marble
inlay with wavy slabs in yellow, block and white.
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Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Kha'irbak

Ottoman: Khan an-Nahhasin, Khan al-‘Ulabiyya Khan al-Jumruk, Khan al-Wazir Ibshir Mustafa Pasha
Coffeehouse, Takiyya of Shaykh Abu Bakr, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Junblat Palace,
Ghazala House, Rajab Pasha House
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Ottoman period

40 | Al-Bahramiyya Mosque

Facade: Exterior: Entrance, facing north

Exterior: Side, facing east

Interior courtyard: Entrance of the prayer hall on the south side, facing north
Date: 991 AH /1583 CE

Architectural elements:

© Courtyard entrance portal with arched recess and arched doorway, yellow/
black ablag masonry

© Rectangulor ablag window in a shallow niche
© Prayer hall entrance portal with arched recess and arched doorway, yellow/
black ablag masonry with white marble courses

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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40 | Al-Bahramiyya Mosque

Sub elements:
Courtyard portal:

< Frontal pointed ablag arch, yellow/black/white marble keystone
© Broad rectangular border of geometric interlace, repeat pattern, carved in relief
© Doorway with ablag jambs, yellow/black
= Black arch with trefoil ornamentation, yellow stone inlay/white marble keystone
= Plain limestone spandrels (triangular areas)
< Inscription panel/flanking ornament panels
« Black border
External window:
< Rectangular grilled window with ablog frame
« Plain yellow lintel
= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white keystone
= Yellow top course
© Cornice with brackets
< Pair of high plaited colonnettes, engaged
Prayer hall portal:
< Frontal pointed ablag arch, yellow/black, white marble keystone
© Pair of engaged white colonnettes
= Moulded outer frome
© Doorway with ablag jombs, yellow/black
= Black arch with trefoil ornamentation, stone/marble inlay in yellow/white
« Spandrels (friangular areas), white marble
< Inscription panel, white marble
© Cornice with palmette leaves
< Pointed lunette (arched panel) with interlocing foliate scrollwork carved in relief
= Double mugarnas (cellwork) arch
« Black borders
Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

The courtyard portal is sumptuously decorated, as is the one in the mosque’s prayer hall facade with its prominent white marble accents.
The external doorway is inside a niche with a pointed arch in oblog style. The opening is topped by a black segmental arch with o
trefoil ornament band in yellow and white, completed by limestone spandrels. This is framed by a broad border of carved geometric
interloce raised in relief.

The exterior window is in the Mamluk style with o three-coloured course of joggled stonework inside a shallow niche, flanked by high
plaited colonnettes, above a cornice.The prayer hall’s arched entrance recess is in ablagq style with a frontal pointed arch. The doorway,
its sides framed by a pair of engaged white colonnettes, includes a black segmental arch featuring a trefoil ornament band in yellow
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Similar examples:

Windows in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel, As-Saffahiyya
Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sobun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak, As-Sa‘idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-JumrukAsh-Sha‘baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood,
Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George
Salim and Matildo Sholhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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Ottoman period

41 | Takiyya of Shaykh Abu Bakr

Facade: Interior courtyard: North
Date: Late 10th century AH / Late 16th century CE
Architectural elements:
< Triple arcade entrance ond rectangular windows, oblag masonry
© Arched rectangular upper windows, ploin masonry
Sub elements:
Lower section:
© Arcade arches with stepped ablag, yellow/black

= Muqarnas (cellwork) capitals
© Rectangular grilled windows

= Plain windowsills and lintels as part of higher yellow oblag masonry

courses

© Black masonry course with

= White keystone/black inlaid keystone motifs (arches)

- Joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slobs, yellow/black/white marble

keystone (windows)

< Yellow masonry course
© Top frieze of raised fleurs-de-lis (stylised lily flowers) raised in relief
Upper section:
© Arched windows

= Rectangular dentil frome with square corner loops (middle windows)
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The front facade on ground floor level is in yellow and black ablag masonry,
including an arcade with stepped ablaq arches. The facade also features
rectangular grilled windows, the lintels of which are topped by three-colour-
ed joggled stonework. The ablagq section is bordered by a carved fleur-de-lis
frieze raised in relief.
The upper section includes arched windows, the central ones each with a
rectangulor dentil frame moulding.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Kho'irbak

Ottoman: Khan an-Nahhasin, Khan al-‘Ulobiyya Khan al-Jumruk, Khan
al-Wazir, Bahram Pasha Bathhouse, Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse,
Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Junblat Palace, Ghazala House
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Ottoman period

42 |Khan al-Hibal

Facade: Entronce, facing south

Date: 1003 AH / 1594-95 CE, rebuilt upper section probably 19th

century

Architectural elements:

© Arched gateway in ablag masonry, yellow/black, slightly projecting
from the wall's surface level

© Pair of arched upper floor windowss

Sub elements:

Ground floor:

© Frontal pointed arch with stepped ablog

= Recessed gate frame with muqgarnas (cellwork) consoles and border
of mugarnas facets

Upper floor:

© Superimposed pair of large round-arched windows
= Double ogee arch with a moulded border
= Bundle colonnettes

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

A khan facade, its portal section in ablaq style, alternating in yellow and
black. A pointed frontal arch, the recessed inner arch framed with muqa-

rnas facets.

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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The upper floor features a lorge, recessed, round-arched double window
fronted by a bright-coloured double ogee arch with bundle colonnettes; the
window is in stylistic contrast with the traditional style of the lower gate sec-
tion. It was installed in the late Ottoman era (probably in the 19th century).
From the 17th/18th century until 1920, the khan functioned as the French
Consulate.
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Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Kha'irbak

Ottoman: Khan an-Nahhasin, Khan al-‘Ulabiyya Khan al-Jumruk,
Khan al-Wazir
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

Ottoman period

43 | Great Umayyad Mosque

Sub elements:
Portal:
© Frontal pointed arch with framing horizontol wall panel
= Interlaced band decoration, stone and marble inlay in yellow/white (greyish) and black border bands,
with inferlocing loops around the arch/a circular opex loop featuring a white motif
© Doorway with black/yellow arch and yellow/white (greyish) trefoil ornoment band
= Panel with inscription cartouches
= Black border band with a central circular loop
© Pointed lunette (arched field), central circular pierced opening, with black circular looped bands, white
marble inlay
© Outer panel framed with o facetted double row of mugarnas plates and triangulor palmette-leaf motif/
Inner lunette panel with pointed mugarnas facets and palmette leaves, carved in relief
Flanking windows:
© Rectangular window topped with a blank ogival lunette (arched field)
= Ablag jambs, yellow/black, plain yellow lintel and top course, in between a course of three-coloured
joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white (greyish)
= Superimposed rectangular window
< Dentil-framed round window between the recesses/two half-circular windows bordering the entrance
recess, each with a wooden screen

Condition: Restored

Description:

This is the centrol section of the prayer hall facade with its multi-coloured, sumptuously decorated stone and
marble portal. It is flanked by a pair of windows with ablag masonry accents and a blank ogival lunette on
top, set in a shallow arched niche.

The portal’s frontal arch bears interlacing loops in yellow and white as well as a circular loop at the apex, all of
which make part of the three-coloured stone and moarble inloy decoration that consists of two moulded interlaced
bands and black border bands forming a horizontal rectangular wall panel.

The doorway is constructed inside a shallow arched recess. It is topped by a black segmental arch with contrasting
trefoils in alternating yellow and white. Above are limestone spandrels and an inscription panel framed by a black
border band that forms a central circular loop. There is also o framed lunette with a smalll circular pierced opening
and a decoration of black and white stone and marble inlay featuring interlaced circulor loops.

Similar three-coloured interlacing band designs are a prominent decorative feature particularly of some of
Aleppo’s prayer niches, the most important of which is the mihrab (prayer niche) in the prayer hall of the
Firdows Madrasa. A large horizontal wall panel of black and white geometric interlace with marble inlay
decorates the ablaq portal of the Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel.

Similar examples:

Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel

Ottoman: Al-Khusrawiyya School and Mosque, Al-‘Adiliyya Mosque, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ibshir
Mustafa Pasha Mosque
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Ottoman period

44 | Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque

Facade: Exferior: Enfrance, facing east

Interior courtyard: Entrance of the mosque’s prayer hall at the south side,

facing north

Date: 1063 AH /1653 CE, portal inscription

Architectural elements:

© Courtyard entrance portal with rectangular doorway in ablag masonry,
slightly projecting from the wall's surface level (front facade)

© Prayer hall enfrance portal with arched doorway, plain masonry, slightly
projecting from the wall's surface level (courtyard facade)

© Flanking rectangular windows with lunette panel, superimposed round
windows (courtyard facade)

Sub elements:

Courtyard portal:

© Rectangular doorway;
= Ablagq jambs, black/yellow
* Plain yellow lintel
* Black masonry course with trefoil ornamentation, stone/marble inlay,

alternating yellow/ white

© Three masonry courses in yellow/black/yellow

© Black bordered inscription panel

© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

Prayer hall portal/windows:

© Arched doorway

© Black bordered inscription panel

© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

© Rectangular window with a high pointed lunette (arched panel), interlacing
foliate scrollwork carved in relief
= Dentil border with square corner loops and a circular loop with a

protfruding inferlace knot at the apex
© Round window with dentil border

Condition: Severe damage

Description:

The front portal is in ablag style, alternating black and yellow, its yellow plain flat
door lintel surmounted by a block course with stone and marble inlay featuring
an alternating white and yellow trefoil motif. Above, in between two yellow stone
courses, lies a black course as well as a black-framed inscription panel; all is
crowned by a mugarnas cornice.

The prayer hall facade, built from limestone, comprises a portal and two win-
dows. The doorway with a segmental arch is topped by an inscription panel
and a mugarnas cornice.

Each of the flanking rectangular windows is topped by a pointed lunette carving
with interlacing foliate scrollwork, which is fromed with a dentil border. Above
this, a round window with dentil border.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Ughulbak Mosque, As-Sa‘idiyya School

Ottoman: Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Junblat Palace, Ajigbash House
Ghazala House, Our Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Virgin Mary Cathedral

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

45 | Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse

Facade: Enfrance, facing south
Date: 1063 AH /1653 CE
Architectural elements:
© Entrance/row of rectangular windows in ablag masonry
< Three superimposed arched middle windows, round top window
Sub elements:
Lower section:
© Row of rectangular grilled windows
© Ablog masonry, black/yellow
= Yellow lintel course
= Course with stone/marble inlay of reciprocal trefoils in black ond yellow/
white
= Black top course
= Top frieze of fleurs-de-lis (stylised flowers) raised in relief
Upper section, middle part:
© Three orched windows crowned with a carved fleur-de-lis (stylised lily
flower)
= Central window with an ornamental arch with openwork trefoils as well
as o pair of incised pinecone roundels above
= Small round window with dentil border (central window)
= Broad vertical borders with carved interlace, geometric repeat pattern,
raised in relief
= Dentil frame mouldings with looped outer corners
Condition: Destroyed
Description:
The street facade’s lower ablaq style section with alternating courses of black
and yellow masonry includes a prominent row of grilled windows. The lintel
course is fopped by three masonry courses of which the lower one is made of
stone and marble inlay with a reciprocal trefoil motif in black and alternating
yellow/white while the upper limestone course features a frieze of fleurs-de-lis
raised in relief, in between a black course.
The central upper section’s three arched windows, of which the middle one is
surmounted by a round window and accentuated with an ornamental arch as
well as pinecone relief roundels, are fromed by broad vertical borders with
geometric interlace raised in relief as well as dentil mouldings.

Similar examples:

Ottoman: Bohram Pasha Bathhouse, Takiyya of Shaykh Abu Bokr, Takiyyo
of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Junblat Palace House, Ghazala House,
Rajob Pasha House
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Ottoman period

46 | Ash-Sha‘baniyya School

Facade: Inferior courtyard: Entrance of the prayer hall on the south
side, facing north

Date: 1085 AH /1674 CE
Architectural elements:
© Arched doorway with ablaq in a high shallow niche

© Flonking rectangular ablag windows, masonry slightly projecting from
the wall's surface level, superimposed small arched windows
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

46 | Ash-Sha‘baniyya School

Sub elements:
Portal:
< Arched doorway with ablag frame, yellow/black
- Yellow spandrels (triangular areas)/black border with a circular apex loop
© Yellow cartouche, black border
© Yellow panel with a pair of ornamented roundels, black border
© Top mugarnas (cellwork) frieze
© Broad rectangular border frame with carved ornament bands raised in relief
= Ascending interlaced scroll design with a fleur-de-lis (stylised lily flower) motif (lower frame section)
= Geometric interlace design with a six-fold repeat pattern (upper frame section)
= Dentil border with looped ends
= Engaged colonnettes with interlace band carved in relief
© Upper cornice
Windows:
© Rectangulor grilled window with ablaq frame, yellow/black
= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white
= Top frieze of fleurs-de-lis (stylised lily flowers), raised in relief
< Small arched window

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

The prayer hall facade is constructed in the Mamluk ablag style regarding the doorwoy and two flanking windows.
The doorway is built in a shallow niche, its jambs and segmental arch with voussoirs (stepped edges) made in
ablag masonry, yellow and black, topped by limestone spandrels that are framed by a black band forming a
central circular loop. Further up is a blank cartouche os well as a panel with two ornamented relief roundels, both
fromed by a black band. The entrance niche is capped with a mugarnas frieze and framed with a broad raised
ornamental border carved in relief, as well as a pair of colonnettes with a raised interlace band; around it runs a
dentil border with looped ends and at the top a mugarnas cornice.

The rectangular grilled window has ablag jambs, its sill and lintel o part of the facade’s two yellow string courses.
Above the lintel is a course with joggled stone and marble inlay of wavy slabs in yellow, black and white topped
by another yellow stone course. The masonry is slightly projecting from the wall’s surface level, ending with a
fleur-de-lis frieze raised in relief. There is a superimposed small window, its arch ornamented with incised foliage
at the apex and on the sides.
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Similar examples:

Ottoman: Great Umayyad Mosque, Ajigbash House, Our Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Forty Martyrs
Cathedral / Zarehian Treasury, Saint Assia al-Hakim Church
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Ottoman period

47 | Khan al-Wazir

Facade: Exterior: Entrance, focing west
Interior courtyard: Entrance, west side

Date: 1093 AH /1682-83 CE

Architectural elements:

© Arched gateway with a pair of rectangular upper floor windows in ablag
masonry (high portal block, front)

© Centrally superimposed small arched pair of windows with six-pointed star
opening (portal front, top section)

© Pair of rectangular upper floor ablag windows in shallow niches, with
superimposed small arched windows flanked by o pair of arched windows,
round middle window (courtyard front, upper floor)

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

diilatell &iall

47 | Khan al-Wazir

Sub elements:
Portal front, ground/upper floor:
© Frontal arch with stepped ablag, yellow/black/ white marble keystone
© Pair of flanking relief roundels, feline motif
© Pair of rectangular grilled windows
« Yellow blonk middle cartouche
= Yellow relief roundel, floriate pattern

= Double yellow lintel course/Course with a reciprocal trefoil motif, stone/marble inlay, yellow/white and black/
Black top course

© Broad rectangular border of carved interlace with six-fold geometric repeat pattern raised in relief framing the
ablog section

Portal front, top section:

© Pair of smoll arched windows with a six-pointed star opening in the middle
= Middle panel with six-fold geometric interlace motif carved in relief

= Lunette (arched panel) with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in relief, framed by a border with protruding star-
rosettes

© Round-arched frame with mugarnas (cellwork)
= Dentil border, with square corner loops and a circular apex loop filled with a protruding interlace knot
Courtyard portal front, upper floor:
© Rectangulor grilled window with ablaq frame, yellow/black/white sill
= Course with o reciprocal trefoil motif, stone/marble inlay, black and yellow/white, topped by a black course of
masonry
= Pair of plaited colonnettes, engaged
<© Small arched window with arrowslit opening
© Mugarnas cornice
< Central small round window with o border frame of inferlaced loops set in a blind double arch window raised in
relief and outlined by a dentil moulding
< Pair of flanking upper windows with ornamental arch and openwork finial
= Broad rectangular border frames of carved interlace, geometric repeat patterns, raised in relief
= Dentil borders with square corner loops
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The monumental khan’s external and internal gate facades are decorated similar to the Khan al-Jumruk, but more prestigious.
There are additional features such as two relief roundels with feline figures on the exterior facade. The interior facade’s

820 -16 / - 14 - 10 J)dll

Highoa | 47
:dicya yolic
1353 Ho Bilb (Jiael) dazls
vl Galy Wi oo Sgul 5 shol dgelsll @e 8atung Dslite ©IE8 93 (3Ll pusd dgzly ©
ObBsmmie Qliusle Bpatius 7o) @
At ze Oliliatue OBISE ©
4,18 <140 4335y digh)e ©
Gl s el oo lSsmia Obpius ©
Syl Lo (3o 5528 dhauy OMJ] 5 Gylo3)l e duSlsis dlulud Gro / shio dislas GSlgw io ©
shdo
Gl dgzlgll 5o huo 8,8 dewli Lwais IS ESslaaal 8L Bgouiadl Byl o (s e Hlb] ©
3 o
1Y gl (Joal) dgels
bwgll (B s dazs JS Gle 865 Legin Olusle 0lsS ©
Lwrin B)le3) ehlinn Cow go rugll (b dog) -
£9299 2939 JS& Gl baylall (0 5lb) e L) L3S B)lo3) chlite o me (4Ma) dalue dog)
S Olaidell e shids g5 b ©
dhole dSGlate dulis 0l 39)dll e &y 515 Badieg Llg3ll e dsy po die me Olitual) (0o by, ©
wSske Bl oW Joae dgols
sl dzeg dguly Haol (Y1 hais lbls dhis me dubatuns 3386 ©
o osley ] 5 500l 5 350l @long sz gooys M) EBY Bylo3ll (e duSlezall Syladl o Lo =
oI5l Bylonad] o
dzxedall 8y08001 BansYl (e 9 *
Hob 34 ge Shide disle 855 ©
Olas,dall oo i ©
85U Oliandl (o Olaol Ol U3 Eolazall wasl (o lb] me Byuo &y 515 &3S0 855 ©
Aol B dayina d5L5 88,55 me Byshome &y e oylEity Bytie wsd me dislall SIsSl o o) ©
8,5 Lwtins JISAY dSHLatal) 855U Bgoriad] Byl530) e e i) *
Loyl Gle dsyye dde mo dituns doyil ©
Cagdb o t@llall
:qangll

ezl 9n Jsaadl 1 (S5 dyazdl 9l S 8,55 me el Jsaall i) &ls1ulls dizyladl d8,53)1 wlas

dazlll Gles dumolad] dgzlyll (3wl S g (B ,ataallS 5,51 48,5301 bl 5 joliall jand BLaYLs

upper section also contains specific details: There are shallow windowed niches and, in between, a small round window K - ) >
e s Hlb| Ged @ogB Ay 518 8BS Ylia Hulyee (eud 88! GBI ad sy 83,55 Il duds Il

set in a raised blind double arch window outlined by a dentil moulding. This is flanked on each side by a window, each of )
which ends in an ornamental arch with an openwork finial - a cruciform trefoil flower formed by individual diamond shapes Bl o0 DS aglall 4l 8,05 IS lo uudl Bylall pyie ol 88,550 89S dlia (138U e il IS
to the left and a spire-shaped flower composed of trefoil and cinquefoil shapes to the right. Each window is framed on all Bgoiall dewdigh Byl3Il e panye slb] 85 USG Jaws .31Vl AR disw JSi Ll eVl Olule JSi le
sides by a broad raised border of geometric interlace carved in relief as well as a dentil moulding. RSP EUATON IR NYS- PN

Similar examples: :dmliva dliai
Windows in shallow niche: zus sk \Dm 5 3l
Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daroj Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel, P e a0 Sle
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Rajab Pasho House
Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir
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Ottoman period

48 | Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood
Facade: Interior courtyard: Enfrance, midan building on the east side of
the eastern courtyard, facing west

Date: Founded 937 AH /1530-31 CE; rebuilt 1240 AH / 1824-25 AD
Architectural elements:

< Lower row of arched ablag door/rectangular ablog windows, upper
row of arched windows in high shallow niches

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

48 | Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood

Sub elements:
© High vertical niche
= Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
= Pair of plaited colonnettes, engaged
Door/window, central section:
© Doorway with ablag jombs and arch, black/yellow
« Yellow spandrels (triangular areas)
= Course with joggled stone and marble inlay, wavy slabs in yellow, black and white with a white
keystone/Yellow stone course/Black top course
© High arched upper opening
Windows, lateral sections:
© Rectangular grilled window with ablag sill and jambs, black/yellow
= Yellow lintel
= Course with joggled stone and marble inlay, wavy slabs in yellow, black and white with a white
keystone/Yellow stone course/Black top course
© Smalll arched upper window

Condition: Slightly domaged

Description:

The midan facade of the Sufi lounge, completely structured with shallow niches pierced by a central door
and windows, its lower sections made in ablag masonry; both elements are essential features of the local
Mamluk architectural tradition.

The doorway with its yellow and black jambs and segmental arch with voussoirs of stepped edges is surmounted
by yellow limestone spandrels and a course of joggled stonework with wavy slabs in yellow, black and white,
topped by another yellow stone course. In the upper section is a high arched opening, its sill flanked with black
stones. The niche is framed with plaited colonnettes and capped with a mugarnas frieze.

The rectangular grilled windows of the lower section are each with sill and jombs in ablag masonry ond @
plain flat lintel. The ablag masonry courses on top are in analogy to those of the door recess. Superimposed
are arched windows, black masonry courses functioning as windowsills.

0820 -16 / - 14 - 10 J)dll

Similar examples:

Windows in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of
the Citadel, As-Saffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbok, Khan os-Sabun, Khon Qurtbak, Mausoleum
Kha'irbak, As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Rajab Pasha
House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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