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The main facade of the Utrush Mosque (801-02 AH / 1399-1400 CE) is the largest and most elaborate el 13e oo gzl ST diucs)! (p 1400-1399 / & 802-801) TR &QL, dazly sy
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(slightly undercut along part of its base), and panels with carved geometric ornaments for the openings.
The niches have mugarnas (cellwork) cornices and frames formed by a pair of engaged colonnettes and
facetted mugornas plates as well as a dentil border. This is completed with various forms of inscription
ponels including decorative roundels and squares; other typical elements are Mamluk emblems.
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fields), featuring interlaced scrolling tendril ornaments (foliate or floriate scrollwork). An example of this Cile Cus (Ao 9] 8,083) daiunadl Lslll OlogUly (Lusdll disS) Gusdll Olilis Jls Jodcd
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architecture in Aleppo; this iwan is affributed to the lost Azdomur Palace (AH 9th / 15th CE century).
However, it can be assumed that the standard decor elements of Mamluk facades were continued in
the courtyard houses of Aleppo during the Ottoman era (see “Ottoman period ~ Courtyard facades of
traditional houses and churches”).
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Mamluk period

14 | Altunbugha Mosque

Facade: Minaret on the northwest corner of the mosque - view of the west side

Date: 718 AH /1318-19 CE
Architectural elements:
© Minaret shaft, octagonal shape, three-tiered, with top shaft and balcony

Sub elements:
© Mugarnas (cellwork) frieze/cornice
© Blind rectangular window (upper tier)

- Lintel and relieving arch

= Frame with chevrons and cusps
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
A large main facade (west) built of limestone with a high portal and minaret.
The plain minaret has an eight-sided shaft which is divided by mugarnas
friezes into three tiers; the upper tier has a blind window on each side. The
rectangular windows are topped by relieving arches and framed with chev-
rons and cusps (similar to the doorway of the Bimaristan an-Nuri). The upper
cornice supports the balcony with mugarnas. The minaret’s top shaft and the
balcony are covered by a wooden canopy.
The Altunbugha Mosque’s minaret is the first octagonal Mamluk minaret that
was built in Aleppo.

Similar examples:

Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque
Zangid: Bimaristan Nur ad-Din

Mamluk: Minaret of ar-Rumi Mosque, Minaret of
al-Mihmandar Mosque

Ottoman: Minaret of al-Khusrawiyya Mosque

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

15 | Ar-Rumi Mosque

Facade: Entronce, facing north
Minaret on the northeast corner — view of the east side
Date: Around 769 AH /1367 CE, portal inscription (construction)
927 AH /1521 CE portal inscription (restoration)
Architectural elements:
© Enfrance portal with arched recess and rectangulor ablag doorway
© Minaret shaft, cylindrical shape, four-tiered, with domed top shaft and
balcony
Sub elements:
Portal:
< Entrance recess with mugarnos (cellwork) hood
© Rectangular doorway
= Ablag jombs, yellow/black
= Plain yellow lintel
© Stone block with inscription cartouche
< Inscription panel
< Relief roundels
Minaret:
© Vorious friezes/mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Relief roundel (third tier)
© Rectangular window (upper tier)
= Frame moulding
Condition: Restored
Description:
A limestone facade with a high, mugarnas vaulted entrance recess. The rec-
tangular doorway is in ablag style, its lintel is surmounted by two inscription
panels; flanked by ornamented roundels.
The plain minaret has a cylindrical shaft, which is divided by three different
friezes into four tiers; the upper tier has four rectangular windows with frame
mouldings. The upper cornice is with rows of mugarnas. The minaret’s fop
shaft is covered by a small dome, the balcony by a canopy.

Similar examples:

Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque

Mamluk: Minaret of the Altunbugha Mosque, Minaret of al-Mihmandar
Mosque

Ottoman: Minaret of al-Khusrawiyya Mosque
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Mamluk period

16 | Al-Mihmandar Mosque

Facade: Minaret on the southwest corner — view of the southwest side

Date: Mid AH 8th / 14th CE century

Architectural elements:

© Minaret shaft, cylindrical shape, two-tiered with octagonal transition
zone and top gallery

Sub elements:

Portal:

© Blind arcade (transition zone)

« Three-lobed blind arch with circular apex loop formed by a moulding
with flat border on the inner side of the arch

© Frieze/cornice moulding
© Profile ribs

= Flutes (lower section)

= Chevrons (upper section)
Condition: Destroyed

Description:

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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The extraordinarily ornamented minaret has a cylindrical shoft rising on an
octagonal transition zone while the transition from the square base to an
octagonal ground plon is made by triongulor pyramids; it is fopped by a
canopied gollery. The decor of the octagonal section consists of three-lobed
blind arches formed by a moulding, each with a characteristic circular loop
at the apex, while the shaft’s lower tier is covered by fluted ribs, the upper
one by chevroned ribs.

The rib decoration is influenced by Seljuk designs. On a smaller scale, it is
being used particularly as a decorative element for Mamluk minarets (for
example, the minaret of the as-Saffahiyya Mosque).
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Similar examples:

Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque

Mamluk: Minoret of the Altunbugha Mosque, Minaret of ar-Rumi Mosque
Ottoman: Minaret of al-Khusrawiyyo Mosque
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17 | Bimaristan Arghun al-Kamili

Facade: East porch of the main courtyard, north and south section
Date: 755 AH /1354-55 CE portal inscription (foundation)
Architectural elements:
< Rectangular doors
© Rectangular window
Sub elements:
< Plain rectangular door
= Flat lintel and relieving arch
© Multi-coloured rectangular door and window, ablag style
= Jambs, black/yellow (window)
= Plain flat lintel, yellow
© Monolithic stone block with joggled inlay of stone and marble, centrally
set, black/white
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
Most of the bimaristan’s interior limestone facade windows follow the design
of Zangid-Ayyubid rectangular openings, the lintels of which are surmounted
by relieving arches.
A few doors and windows show ablaq style features: their lintels are sur-
mounted by a large elaborately decorated monolithic stone with centrally
arranged joggled stone and marble inlay in block and white.

Similar examples:

Zangid: Ash-Shu‘aybiyya Mosque

Ayyubid: Mashhad al-Husayn, Az-Zahiriyyo School, Khongah al-Farofira
Mamluk: As-Saffahiyya Mosque

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

18 | As-Sakakini (Ashigtimur) Mosque
Facade: Entrance, facing south
Date: 773 AH /1371-72 CE, portal inscription
Architectural elements:
© High arched entrance recess with rectangular (arched) ablag doorway
© Rectangular ablag window in o shallow niche
Sub elements:
Portal:
< Frontal arch
= Moulded rectangular outer frame
© Arched doorway with yellow/black oblaqg jambs
< Inscription cartouches
© Half-dome on mugarnas (cellwork) squinches
Recessed window:
© Rectangulor opening, grilled
= Ablaq jambs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow

« Course with joggled stone inlay, slightly undercut, centred wavy slabs,
yellow/black/white
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

The facade is mode of limestone; it has an ornamented portal and ornament-
ed windows. The entrance recess ends in a half-dome resting on muqgarnas
squinches. Originally, the doorway was rectangular as evident from the in-
scription cartouche above.

The windows are set in shallow vertical niches capped with a mugarnas cornice.
The rectongular openings have ablaqg jombs and a plain yellow lintel. Above
this, a three-coloured stone course with joggled stone inlay.

The as-Sakakini (Ashigtimur) Mosque is the first Mamluk mosque in Aleppo
whose long street facade is decorated by window-pierced shallow niches. The
three-coloured joggled stone course above the lintel, slightly undercut along
the middle part of its base, is reminiscent of relieving arches with multi-coloured
joggled voussoir blocks. Such window niches became a characteristic feature
of Aleppo’s building facades; they appear on the Mamluk buildings in more
or less elaborate styles.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sarawi Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daroj Mosque, Throne
Hall of the Citadel, As-Saffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-
Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak, As-So‘idiyya School
Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyyo Mosque,
Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya
Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of
Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda
Sholhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

19 | As-Sarawi Mosque

Facade: Enfrance, west (south portal of the long street facade)
Date: 780 AH /1378-79 CE portol inscription
Architectural elements:
© Arched entrance recess (narrowed) with rectangular ablag doorway
© Rectangular ablag window in a shallow niche
Sub elements:
Portal:
< Pointed chevron arch, high rectangular outer frame
© Rectangular doorway
= Ablag frame, yellow/block
= Course with joggled inlay of stone/marble, slightly undercut, centred
trefoil flowers, black/white
< Inscription cartouche
© Three courses of ablaq with a central roundel with joggled inlay
© Radially fluted pointed lunette (arched field)
Recessed window:
© Rectangulor opening
= Ablag jombs, yellow/black
= Lintel with inscription cartouche
= Course with joggled stone inlay, centred wavy slabs, block/white
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

A facade with decorated windows and a gateway. The original entrance recess
has o pointed frontal chevron arch and a rectangular door opening. The door
is built with ablog jambs and a plain yellow lintel. This is followed by a course
with joggled stone inlay in black ond white, a lorge inscription panel, three
strips of black and white ablag with a central roundel of joggled inlay, ond @
small cornice with relief motifs as well as a radially fluted lunette; the joggled
sfonework is in complex designs.

The window also features ablaq elements. It is constructed inside a flat niche
capped with a mugarnas cornice.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne
Hall of the Citadel, As-Saffahiyyo Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-
Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak, As-Sa‘idiyya School
Ottoman: At-Towashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque,
Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya
Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commerciol Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of
Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda
Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

20 | Utrush Mosque

Facade: Entrance, west

Date: 801-02 AH / 1399-1400 CE, inscription (west facade)

811-812 AH / 1409-1410 CE, inscription (completion)

Architectural elements:

© High entrance portal with arched recess and rectangulor ablag doorway

© Rectangular ablag window in a shallow niche
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Mamluk period

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

0816 -13 /.2 10 - 7 g4l
20 | Utrush Mosque

Sub elements:
Portal:
< Frontal pointed arch
- Facetted frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates
« Inner chevron arch/outer chevron border
« Rectangular dentil frame border
© Rectangular doorway
= Ablag frome, yellow/black
= Course with joggled stone and marble inlay, slightly undercut, centred wavy slabs, yellow/black/white
= Yellow top course with inscription cartouche
< Inscription panel, moulded frame
© Half-dome on mugarnas (cellwork) squinches
Recessed windows:
© Rectangular main window, grilled
= Ablag frome, yellow/black
= Course with joggled stone inlay, slightly undercut, centred wavy slabs, yellow/black
< Top frieze with interlace carved in relief, geometric pattern
© Superimposed small arched window with arrowslit opening
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Facetted outer frome with a double row of mugornas (cellwork) plates
= Dentil border (north section)/Dentil border with a crowning arch (south section)
= Pair of twisted or chevroned colonnettes, engaged
Condition: Restored
Description:
The long and high west facade is opened by the portal’s high-rising pointed arch framed by a double row of
facetted muqgarnas plates, as well as six rectangular windows with small arched windows axially above.
The main window openings occupy the lower zone of shallow vertical, nearly wall-high niches. The window
frame is made of black and yellow stone masonry (ablag) with a plain yellow lintel, surmounted by a course with
joggled inlay of the same colours as well as a top frieze with geometric interlace pattern carved in relief. The
window niche’s lower half is framed by a pair of twisted or chevroned colonnettes, its upper half by a facetted
frame of double mugarnas plates and a dentil moulding; it is capped with a mugarnas cornice.
The facade of the Utrush Mosque is the largest and most elaborate Mamluk street facade featuring windows
set in shallow vertical niches in Aleppo.
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Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel,
As-Saffohiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak,
As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan
al-Wazir, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Rajob Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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Mamluk period

21 | Ad-Daraj Mosque

Facade: Entronce, facing west

Date: After 802 AH /1400 CE

Architectural elements:

© Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular ablag doorway
© Pair of rectongulor plain windows

© Pair of rectangular ablag windows in high shallow niches

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE -
0816 -13 /.2 10 - 7 g4l
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Mamluk period

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

disglaall diall

21 | Ad-Daraj Mosque

Sub elements:
Portal:
< Frontal pointed arch
© Rectangular doorway with ablaq jambs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow
= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, slightly undercut, centred wavy slabs, yellow/black/white
< Inscription panel
© Radially fluted pointed lunette (arched field)
Recessed window pair:
© Rectangular grilled window with superimposed small arched window with arrowslit opening
= Ablag jambs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow
= Course with joggled stone inlay, slightly undercut, wavy slabs/keystone with trefoil ornamentation in
yellow/black
© Top frieze with geometric interlace, eight-fold pattern, carved in relief
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Facetted frame with double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plotes
= Dentil border
= Pair of twisted colonnettes, engaged
Plain window pair:
© Rectangular window opening
= Lintel and flat relieving arch with joggled keystone
Condition: Intoct
Description:
A facade with an ornamented entrance portal and two types of windows.
The entrance recess has a frontal pointed arch, the doorway is a rectangular opening with ablag jambs, its yellow lintel
surmounted by a three-coloured course with joggled stone and marble inlay featuring wavy slabs; all topped by a radially
fluted lunette. The recessed ablag window next to the portal also shows joggled decoration in yellow, black and white.
The two plain rectangular windows between portal and mausoleum each feature a lintel surmounted by a flot relieving
arch with a joggled keystone.
Featuring facetted frames and small arched upper windows, the shallow vertical niches of the mausoleum’s high facade
closely follow the design of those accentuating the Utrush Mosque's sumptuous street focade. The ablag window’s
joggled stonework, slightly undercut above the lintel, shows an ornamented keystone with trefoils in black and yellow.
The upper frieze, carved in relief, presents an eight-fold geometric inferlace pattern.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel,
As-Saffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak,
As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan
al-Wozir, Takiyya of the Mawlowiyya Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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Mamluk period 7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

816 -13 /-2 10 - 7 gall
22a | Throne Hall of the Citadel - ceremonial window dlaw) Aali - deldll wia yhiyell dcla | | 22
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Facade: Front (city side), facing south

()
Date: 820 AH /1417 CE, inscription (completion)
877 AH / 1472-73 CE, inscription (restoration)

Architectural elements:
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© Rectangular ablag window in a shallow niche,
superimposed small arched window
Sub elements:
© Rectangular window, iron grille with a six-fold pattern
= Ablaqg frame, yellow/black
= Black top course, slightly undercut, with joggled inlay of white
marble, central pair of mirrored trefoil flowers
© Relief knot cartouche, fripartite interlaced band pattern based on a
square
- Plaited colonnettes, engaged
© Small arched window with arrowslit opening
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
< Quter dentil frame

Condition: Slightly domaged
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Mamluk period

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

22a | Throne Hall of the Citadel - ceremonial window

Description:

The ceremonial window in the centre of the front facade of the Throne Hall (Qa‘at al-‘Arsh) on top of the Citadel’s
massive gate tower represents the culmination of a series of recessed windows set in shallow vertical niches. Precur-
sors of this facade element were infroduced during the second half of the 14th century in Aleppo, following the style
of elaborate street facades in the Mamluk capital Cairo. Around 1400, such window recesses became a common
and widely used feature in Aleppo’s building facades; since then, they belong to the standard elements of the local
architectural repertoire.

Individual elements such as the yellow and black striped masonry (ablag) and, above the lintel, the decorative course with
joggled marble inlay in black and white are typical features. The central pair of trefoil flowers make this course a par-
ticulorly striking element. Engaged colonnettes consisting of plaited stronds frame both sides of the window. Horizontally,
stretched between the capitals, is a knot cartouche in relief, its tripartite interlaced band pattern based on a square. Usually,
this top element of an ablag window is designed os a carved panel or frieze, whereby the geometric interlace ornament
is only slightly raised. It is surmounted by o small arched window. As usual, the niche is capped with a mugarnas cornice.
The iconic design encompasses a machicolation, a particular feature of fortification architecture, which is also circum-
scribed by the niche’s outer dentil frome moulding.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque,
As-Saffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kho'irbak,
As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan
al-Wazir, Takiyyo of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

Mamluk period

816 -13 /-2 10 - 7 g,4all

22b | Throne Hall of the Citadel - entrance portal (53 ) - o 3 Ee
bl .

Facade: Entrance (courtyard side), facing north

Date: 820 AH /1417 CE, inscription (completion)
877 AH / 1472-73 CE, inscription (restoration)

Architectural elements:

© Entrance portal with arched recess and rectongular doorway in ablag
masonry

Sub elements:

© Frontal arch with stepped ablag, black/yellow
= Moulded rectangular outer frame, yellow

© Rectangular doorway

© String course with joggled marble inlay, black/white
= Trefoils above the lintel
- Wavy slabs on the side wallls

< Inscription frieze

© Four courses of ablag with central roundel, joggled stone inlay, yellow/
black

© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood

Condition: Intact

Description:

A deep and high portal with a frontal pointed arch and rectangular doorway,
allin yellow and black ablog masonry except for the mugarnas hood. Above
the lintel lies a joggled string course with interlocking trefoil flowers in black
and white, surmounted by a roundel with joggled stone inlay.

Similar examples:
Mamluk: As-Sarawi Mosque, As-Saffahiyya Mosque
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Mamluk period

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

disglaall diall

23 | Ala’ Tower

Facade: Front, facing south
Date: 821 AH /1418 CE
Architectural elements:
< Arched niche with a rectangular opening
Sub elements:
© Moulded outer arch frame with looped ends
< Steep frontal arch
© Chevroned colonnettes, engaged
© Rectangular grilled opening
= Linfel with inscription cartouche
= Course with joggled voussoir (stone block) carvings in wavy shapes, slightly undercut
© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood

Condition: Damaged

Description:

A defence tower at the city wall with a recessed arched niche in the centre of the front facade. It features
a rectangular opening with a flat lintel with inscription cartouche, surmounted by a course with joggled
voussoir carvings in a wavy, bi-coloured style; the steep mugarnas hood is reminiscent of that of a portal
niche. Its front is laterally framed by a pair of chevroned colonnettes and crowned by a wide arch moulding
with looped ends.

0816 -13 /.2 10 - 7 g4l

Similar examples:
Mamluk: Throne Hall of the Citadel
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Mamluk period

24 | As-Saffahiyya Mosque

Facade: Entronce, facing north

Side facade, facing east

Date: 828 AH /1424-25 CE, portal inscription

Architectural elements:

© High entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway in
ablag masonry

© Rectangular ablag window in a shallow niche

Sub elements:

Portal:

© Frontol arch with stepped ablag masonry, yellow/black

© Rectangular doorway
= Lintel over three courses of masonry with chevron voussoirs (stone

blocks), yellow/black/lateral blocks with a centred trefoil motif

< Inscription cortouche

< Three courses of ablag with central roundel, stone inlay with joggled
trefoil motif, yellow/black

© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood

Recessed windows:

© Rectangular grilled window with ablag jambs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow

= Course with joggled stone inlay, wavy slobs/black keystone or
chevron slabs/white marble keystone

© Stone block with interlace relief panel, geometric pattern
Condition: Restored

Description:

The high, mugarnas vaulted entrance recess with frontal arch is entirely built
in yellow and black ablag masonry. The doorway’s lintel with its decorative
bi-coloured chevron voussoirs vertically stretches over three courses of ma-

sonry. The shape is reminiscent of Zangid-Ayyubid lintels.

Two rectangular grilled windows with ablag jambs lie inside shallow vertical
niches. Above the plain yellow lintel is a course with joggled inlay surmount-

ed by a panel with geometric interlace carved in relief.
The mosque facades show various restoration measures.

Similar examples:

Portal:

Zangid: Ash-Shu‘aybiyya Mosque

Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel, Bimaristan Arghun
Mamluk: As-Sarawi Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

25 | Mausoleum Ughulbak

Facade: Front, facing west

Date: 881 AH /1476-77 CE, inscriptions
Architectural elements:

© Pair of rectangular ablag windows in shallow niches
Sub elements:

© Rectangular window with openwork stone screen, geometric pattern of
interloced bands with border frame carved in relief

= Ablag jambs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow
= Course with joggled inlay, slightly undercut, wavy slabs, yellow/black/
white marble keystone
< Panel with interlace carved in relief, eight-fold geometric pattern
= Loteral interloce plaits carved in relief
< Inscription cartouche
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Pair of ploited colonnettes, engoged
© Facetted frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates
- Dentil border with looped ends
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The mausoleum’s street facade represents the Mamluk trend of elaborately
decorated windows, in this case including openwork stone screens with ge-
ometric interlace bands instead of iron grills inside the openings.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque,
Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel, As-Saffohiyya Mosque,
Khan os-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbok, As-Sa‘idiyya
School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque,
Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Khan ol-Wazir, Tokiyya of the Mawlawiyya
Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank
of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and
Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

26 |Ughulbak (Bab al-Ahmar) Mosque

Facade: Entrance, facing southwest

Date: 885 AH /1480-81 CE, portal inscription

Architectural elements:

© Entrance portal with arched recess and rectongular doorway

© Rectongulor side window with superimposed interlace relief panel

Sub elements:

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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© Frontal pointed arch with raised fleur-de-lis (stylised lily flower) bands Sygoall Gl Byls3) 550 Codl (o slb] 2o ave ?AL:J wes ©
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© Rectangular doorway Jhws iSLo @

= Plain lintel
= Top frieze of fleurs-de-lis (stylised lily flowers), incised relief
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< Inscription cartouche Slas,ie Cab ©
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice Bl e dtle G138 Byl )b S 0 (Louns dog)) Bro93 O
© Pointed lunette (arched panel) with floriate scrollwork, with fleur-de-lis Sygmeadl LI lasi

(stylised lily flower) motif, carved in relief

= Border band with protruding rosettes

= Arch border with Floriated Kufic inscription
Window:
© Rectangular grilled window

= Lintel with inscription bands

« Panel with interlace, six-fold geometric pattern, carved in relief
Condition: Restored

Description:
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An arched portal recess with a rectangular doorway topped by an inscrip-
tion cartouche and a lunette with interlacing floriate scrollwork carved in
relief; ornamented with a variety of fleur-de-lis mofifs.

A rectangular grilled side window, its lintel with an inscription, is surmounted
by a panel with geometric interlace with six-pointed stars and small rosettes
carved in relief.

. :daglitg aliai
Similar examples:

Window with geometric interlace relief panel:
Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel

Mamluk: As-Sa‘idiyya School
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Mamluk period

27 | Khan Qurtbak

Facade: Interior courtyard: lwan (open hall, closed) on the south side of
the main courtyard

Date: Between ca. 1485 and 1493 CE,
Mamluk iwan of the Ottoman khan
Architectural elements:
© Rectangulor oblag windows in a shallow niche (ground floor/upper
floor)
Sub elements:
© Pair of rectangular grilled windows, vertically superimposed
= Ablag jambs, black/yellow
= Ablag sill with joggled stonework, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow

= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, slightly undercut, wavy slabs,
yellow/black/white

= White marble keystone (lower window)
© Panel with geometric interlace, six-fold pattern, carved in relief (lower

window)

= Lateral interlace plaits
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice (upper window)
< Facetted frame with a double row of muqgarnas (cellwork) plates

= Dentil frome moulding with looped ends

= Pair of plaited colonnettes, engaged, with foliate capitals (lower

window)

Condition: The iwan is domaged, the khan is heavily damaged.
Description:
The iwan building in the southwest corner of the main courtyard of the Ot-
toman Khan Qurtbak is attributed to the former Azdamur Palace.
The limestone facade with a high, central (now closed) arch opening is
flanked by a pair of rectangular windows placed in a vertical line inside
shallow niches. The window decoration in Mamluk ablag style is, as usual,
framed by a pair of colonnettes ot the bottom and, above this, by mugarnas
plates and a dentil border. Above the lower windows is a raised frieze with
interlace decoration carved in relief.

Similar examples:

Ottoman: Junblat Palace, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank
of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and
Matilda Shalhat Building

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

28 | Khan as-Sabun

Facade: Exterior: Entrance, facing south
Interior courtyard: Upper floor facade on the north side

Date: 897 AH /1492 CE

Architectural elements:

© Arched gateway (portal front)

© Middle window in a shallow niche (portal front, upper floor)

< Arch (iwan) and flanking pair of windows (courtyard, upper floor)

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE aisglaall ajiall
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Mamluk period

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

28 | Khan as-Sabun

Sub elements:
Portal front, ground floor:
© Arch with fleur-de-lis (stylised lily flower) band raised in relief
= Spandrels (triangular areas) with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in relief
< Inscription cortouche
< Flanking relief roundels with Mamluk emblem/ blazon
Portal front, upper floor:
© Rectangular grilled middle window
© Square Kufic inscription in relief
< Pair of plaited colonnettes, engaged
= Mugarnas cornice
© Broad outer border frame with carved interlace, geometric repeat pattern, raised in relief
Courtyard facade, upper floor:
© Pointed arch (iwan, opening blocked)
« Facetted frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates
= Dentil border with a circulor apex loop
© Flonking relief roundels containing o Mamluk emblem
< Pair of arched side windows
- Mamluk emblem
= Dentil frome moulding with crowning arch and apex loop
Condition: Severe damage
Description:
The entrance arch of the external gate facade has a fleur-de-lis border and the spandrels are filled with
foliate scrollwork, all ornaments are carved in relief. The arch is topped by a typical Mamluk window niche
with mugarnas cornice, fromed by plaited colonnettes and o broad border with a geometric interlace pat-
tern carved in relief; above the rectangular window is a Square Kufic inscription. The facade is marked by
two Mamluk emblems.
In the centre of the northern courtyard focade, there is o pointed arch with a double row of mugarnas plates,
the spandrels framed by a dentil moulding that forms a circular loop at the apex. The facade is marked by
emblems similar to those on the external facade.
The external gate facade of the Khan as-Sabun is the most lavishly ornomented Mamluk khan facode in
Aleppo, especially in terms of its various stone carving techniques.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of
the Citadel, As-Soffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak,
As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan
al-Wozir, Takiyya of the Mawlowiyya Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
816 -13 /-2 10 - 7 g,4all

Mamluk period

disglaall diall

29 | Khan Ujkhan
Facade: Entronce, facing south
Date: 901-03 AH / 1496-98CE
Refurbished 922 AH / 1516 CE

Architectural elements:
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© Arched gateway
Sub elements:
© Pointed arch
« Facetted frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates
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= Pair of engoged colonnettes

© Spandrels (triangular areas) with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in
relief

< Inscription cartouche

© Broad outer border frame with interlace, geometric repeat pattern
carved in relief

= Dentil border

el o @llall
Condition: Severe damage

sangll
Description: bl Bae Joiss Ls,;) Las WpSJg 8,uS Cased doyled) Gl dgly
The khon's external gate facade is not large-scaled, however it is lavishly el G

ornamented combining typical stone carving techniques. N
The pointed archway’s lower part is framed by a pair of twisted colonnettes (7o)
with foliate capitols. The arch is focetted by a double row of mugarnas plates,
the large spandrels are filled with foliate scrollwork carved in relief and all
along the gate front is a long inscription cartouche; all surrounded by a broad
border with geometric interlace carved in relief.
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Similar examples:
Mamluk: Khan as-Sabun
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Mamluk period

30 | Khan Kha'irbak

Facade: Entrance, facing west
Date: 920 AH /1514 CE, inscription on a gate wing
Architectural elements:
© Arched gateway in ablag masonry, yellow/black
© Rectangular upper floor windows in ablag masonry
Sub elements:
Ground floor:
© Frontal pointed arch with stepped ablog
© Recessed gate frame with ablag voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone
blocks)
= Border with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates
© Gate wings with inscription cartouches and emblems
Upper floor:
© Three rectangular grilled upper windows
= Window sills as part of a yellow double course of masonry
= Yellow lintel course/multi-coloured course with joggled stone/marble
inlay (yellow/black/white)/yellow course of masonry
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
A huge gate facade, entirely constructed in ablagq style, in yellow and black.
Above the frontal arch are three rectangulor windows on the first floor, hori-
zontally separated by a yellow double course of masonry ond surmounted
by two yellow stone courses, in between is a string course with joggled
inlay of stone and marble in yellow, black and white. The pointed arch of
the recessed gate is framed by a double row of mugarnas plates that also
extends over the side walls of the portal.
The wings of the iron-clad gate bear inscription cartouches as well as roun-
dels containing the emblem of the patron. The upper field has a nopkin
symbol for “jamdar” (master of the robes), the central field has a cup for
“saqi” (cup-bearer) with the pen box of the “dawadar” (secretary) flonked
by a pair of powder horns, and the lower field bears a small cup.
A trendsetting late Mamluk khan facade, which served as a prototype for
the large khans of the first Ottoman centuries.

Similar examples:
Ottoman: Khan an-Nahhasin, Khan ol-‘Ulabiyya, Khan al-Jumruk, Khan
al-Hibal, Khan al-Wazir

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

31 | Mausoleum Kha'irbak

Facade: Side, focing west

Date: 920 AH /1514 CE, inscription east facade

Architectural elements:

© Pair of rectangular ablag windows in shallow niches with three-lobed
double arches

Sub elements:

< Inscription cartouche above the lintel course

© Flonking relief roundels containing o Mamluk emblem

Condition: Slightly domaged

Description:

The street facade of the mausoleum, with a pair of rectangular windows in

shallow niches with three-lobed double arches including ornamented cor-

bels, a long inscription cartouche, and three identical emblems showing the
ranks of the patron, Prince Kha'irbak.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque,
Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel, As-Saffahiyyo Mosque,
Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, As-Sa'idiyya School
Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque,
Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya
Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of
Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda
Shalhat Building, Residential buildingw in as-Sabil neighbourhood

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

32 | As-Sa‘idiyya School (as-Sarawi Mosque)

Facade: Entrance, facing west (north portal of the long street facade)
Date: Before 920 AH /1514 CE (reconstruction of the as-Sarawi Mosque,
dated 780 AH / 1378-79 CE)

Architectural elements:

< Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway

© Rectangular windows in shallow niches with interlace relief panel

Sub elements:
Portal:
© Frontal pointed arch
- Facetted frome with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plotes
- Relief border with palmette-leaf motif
© Rectangular doorway
= Plain lintel
« Lunette-like arched panel with interlacing floriate scrollwork carved in
relief
© Cartouche with geometric inferlace carved in relief
© Small rectangular window
© Frieze/Cornice of palmette leaves raised in relief
© Pointed lunette (arched panel) with interlacing floriate scrollwork, fleur-
de-lis (stylised lily flower) motifs
= Border band with protruding rosettes
= Arch border with Floriated Kufic inscription
Row of recessed windows:
© Rectangular grilled window
= Plain lintel
© Panel of relief interlace, slightly undercut, each with a different geometric
pattern
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

The Sa‘idiyya School was built next to the older os-Sarawi Mosque; they
share a street facade. It has a richly ornamented arched entrance recess, a
rectangular doorway and rectangular windows in shallow niches.

The pointed frontal arch with a facetted double row of mugarnas plates
featuring triangulor palmette leaves is framed by a moulded palmette-leof
border. The doorway is topped by a plain lintel. Above this, o lunette carving
with floriate scrollwork, as well as a (renewed) cartouche with a geometric
interlace decoration. This is followed by a small (later opened) window, pal-
mette-leaf cornice, and pointed lunette filled with interlacing floriate scrollwork
featuring fleur-de-lis motifs.

The facade’s rectangular windows are set inside shallow niches, the lintels
with superimposed, slightly undercut, panels of geometric interlace carved in
relief, the niches capped with mugarnas cornices.

Similar examples:
Mamluk: Ughulbak Mosque, Khan Ujkhan

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

816 -13 /-2 10 - 7 gydll
PP AR

¥

disglaall diall

(§9al poln) daowll dwpaall | 32
(A shll g 5ladl dazly oo Yol Ol 2l olasly Jsae 2dmalg
plall &350 @5 pall male clis ole]) o 1514 / 2 920 b :a4yLill
(¢ 1379-1378 / -2780
:dj)laea jolic
debiae ©lig 851 58 me dilgy J2ae ©
olize Byls Bgote dog) mo e Jomd Olioe (ad dliatucs 3336 ©
:dicyd yolic
BUCRWN
Golel e ugd ©

Olaiyiell GUbT (e z9d5e Chal 05zl susie 5] ©

Camudl 3y5 oo Byl me b S Hlb) @
debatus O ©

T USL

Eolaze Lg) L3S 155 me )b Coont) (dadus dog)) by093
Il drwdin B30 )b S me dighys O
dldniua 35S ©
dsall Slagmw Gsluls 554 9 Osoxia 50,8 of Catb ©
Gl lal yle3s dSuline dudg) Lo Byls) me (dedus dog)) Brogh O

Sysmxall

dhsle Slays g JSeall 5] -

Gsall GBS sl (LS (ad ze g8 Ui Gle ]
RN
et mo At 336 O

gy UiSL =
Cilin i oty lgie IS S dalia dlslazell Bylo3)l e dorg) ©
Ela,iall o i ©
Chuab po t@llall
sangll
k) e Basly dyzly Sylazd Gorall galr il Bugmad) duyaall Coy
dhatue B8l5is cbatue OL go Sleg dsline JSiy a0y el dsaall (35
B B3 olore (ot 25
BB (e g935e hal Colsdl 95 Y1 me - alall Cgsall usill b3
Bgoeadl Byl o Csha Jayyd -ds hmed dilie Byl 2o Olaiydell
Bgoci dalus dog) b 3585 chamun LiSle LI sley .50 Dlisw JSiy
hlice udin et 83las Soumall dish sl IS 5 duds) d5ls Byl
Jsl Sliuma Bylo3 Sigonie 33,8] 5 (oY 8,8 (3 dogiie) 855 el slay
AB B)le) ISt dSGlaze duds) ABLS Bylo3) Caoty Beglon dadua Sro5s
Ozl
sl me UiSLly LB 35 Capslone J51s mons daall dgzlsll B8lss
oty hlidey Guais b Cod B Lasglsd - W8 dalie - dyslsll
Olaiydall e Cailay Ol yoall

:dagliia alial
Ols gsl Ols ldssl zale 3NSglan

Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo € wtla 6 Gjjlill Liliall go éjliin alaslgl sinjdgas O 47|99





