Ayyubid period (6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century)

The Ayyubid period (579-658 AH / 1183-1260 CE) had a great impact on the architecture
of Aleppo. In general, the limestone building facades, some of which are noticeably large
and exposed fo the street, remain plain. Decorations are limited to the usually deep and
high recesses of enfrance portols. Essential elements are the frontal arch, the rectangular
doorway with a flat lintel, the relieving arch, and the mugarnas (cellwork) hood, as well as
panels and bands with calligraphic inscriptions. Mouldings, os individual elements in the an-
tique tradition, are now used less. Stone muqornas and ablaq (contrasting striped stonework)
elements take root in Aleppo’s architectural tradition, becoming key architectural features in
Syria (as well as in Ayyubid Egypt).

In this respect, the accentuated portal of the Citadel’s Ayyubid Polace (between 582 and
589 AH /1186 ond 1193 CE) with its bi-colour banded ablag masonry and marble inlay par-
ticularly stands out. Another monumental portal, which represents a plain decorative style,
is the muqgarnas voulted entrance portal of the al-Firdaws Madrasa (633 AH / 1235 CE).

Usually, the door and window openings of interior courtyard facades follow the same rectan-
gular design used on the exterior. The linfels of main openings are equipped with a relieving
arch, most commonly in the shape of a segmental arch. Some courtyard facades also employ
horizontal wooden tie beams.
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Ayyubid period

6 | Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel

Facade: Entronce, facing west
Date: Between 582 and 589 AH / 1186 and 1193 CE
Architectural elements:
© Ablaq portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway
© Flonking rectangular windows
Sub elements:
Portal:
© Ablag masonry, yellow limestone/black bosalt
= Upper interlace frieze with eight-fold geometric pattern, black basalt/
white marble inlay
© Entfrance recess with mugarnas (cellwork) hood
© Rectongular doorway, oblag frame, lintel of massive vertical stone
blocks over three courses of masonry
= Lintel/jombs with ornamental interlocking
= Overlaid interlace decoration, incised relief, with six-fold geometric
pattern
= Frame moulding
Window:
© Rectangular opening
= Superimposed relief block with deeply carved interlocing knot motif
Condition: Intoct

Description:

The entrance facade is built of fine limestone ashlar, its iconic portal being
of ablaq stone masonry (alternating yellow and black/limestone and basall).
The frontal arch is crowned by o horizontal panel of interloce, with white
marble inlay in block basalt, featuring an eight-fold geometric pattern.
Jambs and lintel of the doorway ore designed with decorative interlocking,
the voussoir blocks of the lintel stretching over three masonry courses. This
door frame is overlaid with finely incised interlace featuring a six-fold ge-
ometric pattern, the outlines of which are being followed by the edges of the
light and dark courses. The entfrance recess ends in a scalloped holf-dome;
the transition is made by four tiers of large mugarnas cells.

The portal is flanked by two rectangular window openings, each of which
is surmounted by o stone block with a deeply carved interlacing knot motif.
detail, for example for minarets. The lintel of the rectangular entrance door
with a plain frome is surmounted by a relieving arch with large voussoirs
and an inscription panel.

Similar examples:

Zangid: Ash-Shu‘aybiyyo Mosque (School)
Ayyubid: Bimaristan Arghun

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE
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6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE

Ayyubid period
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7 | Ayyubid portal of the Bimaristan Arghun (@

Facade: Entronce, facing west

Date: Portal of the Ayyubid predecessor building

(bimaristan founded 755 AH / 1354 CE, portal inscription)
Architectural elements:

© Entfrance portal with arched recess and rectongular doorway

Sub elements:
© Entfrance recess with mugarnos (cellwork) hood
© Rectongulor doorway
= Ablaq lintel/jambs, yellow/black, with ornamental interlocking
- Lintel of massive stone blocks over three courses of masonry with
overlaid interlace decoration, incised relief, six-fold geometric
pattern
= Frame moulding
© Frieze with inscription bands
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The street facade is built of fine limestone ashlar. Inside the entrance recess
is a rectangular door opening framed by oblag masonry (alternating yellow
and black stones), the high lintel overlaid with incised interlace featuring a
six-fold geometric pattern. Above and on both adjacent wall sides runs an
inscription frieze that refers to the foundation of the bimaristan.
This portal has strong similarities to the one of the Ayyubid Paloce of the
Citadel.

Similar examples:
Zangid: Ash-Shu‘aybiyya Mosque
Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel

diigaVl ayiall

0g£)1 Jliw)layl gugy¥l Jaaall | 7
Oyl ol=ily (Jsuse imalg
o) Gals 5Ly oo (3ol Jae SALE
QLS al ¢ 1354/ 2 755 Ylawsloss)
:dj)laea ynolic
Jebatie Qb 5 Shifie g5 e Jsaall dilgy ©
:dicya polic
Slas,dell B 0 43 (il go jl Jous ©
debas O ©
o5 ey By)ie olie 2o guly shol (3LYN Jaasy LiSlug slas =
o0 dyyme Bgiio EN dob Lle aied dasuall bylosd] o CiSLu ©
e udis banid Sl s Gle S Coll g 88,559 Ll
Ll pozedl
Glade b olb) e
Ciiib 5 t@llall
:angll
Ayl Bgomin Byl gL dgerly s
dsliae Bylo) BT Hb] me S dsasll dsls Jubtusdl O @bt
syl JEAY) (o yshone Jaaty dlel daoull Byl 855 (el g slyho
ol padl sidog pusled] Galsy ASLl 358 (LS yid it wiay
Olteylogd)
Asldll 8 Gas padll Jodeg Jaall 14e o 58 wiles Jls O Jamg)

:dagliio dlial
Lisaseind) a.«:)duz/&nlg :éﬂst:
ggg‘l“ d=la)) a3 gl

% Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo € wtla 6 Giijjlill Liliall go éjliin alaslgl sinjdgas O 16|99



Ayyubid period

8 | Ash-Shadhbakhtiyya School
(Shaykh Ma‘ruf Mosque)

Facade: Enfrance portal, facing north
Date: 589 AH /1193 CE, inscription
Architectural elements:
© Entrance portal with rectangular doorwayy
Sub elements:
© Entrance recess with mugarnas (cellwork) hood
© Rectangular doorway

= Plain frame
© Monolithic relieving arch

= Inscription roundel and panel
Condition: Only the portal remains; the rest of the building is destroyed
Description:
Except for the portal, the facade of the building is not visible. The doorway is inside
arecess built of limestone, the rectangle opening surmounted by a linfel, its relieving
arch made from a single stone; it bears an inscription field. To the sides, both corners
bear a mugarnas squinch and, above this, two staggered rows of mugarnas cells
present a smooth transition up to the small scalloped half-dome.
This is the earliest dated mugarnas hood in Aleppo. Its individual mugarnas
cells are made out of stone, a construction method in correspondence with the
regional sfone architecture.

Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Khanqah al-Farafira

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE
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Ayyubid period

9 | Mashhad al-Husayn

Facade: Entrance, facing east
Date: ca. 594 AH / 1197-98 CE

Architectural elements:
< Entrance portal with arched recess with stairs and rectangular doorway
© Flonking rectangular windows
Sub elements:
Portal:
< Entrance recess with muqarnos (cellwork) vaulting and frontal chevron
arch
« Facetted arch frame with chevrons and cusps in ablag style, yellow
limestone/black basalt, and dentil border
= Upper frieze with inscription band
© Rectongulor doorway
= Plain lintel
© Inscription panel framed with an interlacing band
© Cornice with a cusped moulding
Window:
© Rectangular opening, grilled
= Lintel and relieving arch
Condition: Intoct
Description:
The lorge-scale focade is built of fine limestone ashlor and has a particu-
larly high entrance portal. The chevroned arch features facetted bands with
chevrons and cusps of alternating limestone and black stone and a dentil
border. The portal structure is crowned by a frieze with an inscription. Inside
the recess, the rectangulor doorway is surmounted by an inscription panel
broadly framed by an interlacing band; above this runs a small cornice. In
the upper rear part, the vaulting is with mugarnas (cellwork).
Located on Mount Jawshan outside Aleppo's city walls, this portal was in-
tended to be seen from far away. It can be considered the most elaborate
one from the Ayyubid era besides the iconic ablaq portal of the Citadel’s
Ayyubid Palace.

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE

Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel
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6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE
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10 | Az-Zahiriyya School (= .

Facade: Exterior: Enfrance, facing north i -

Interior courtyard: West side

Date: 610 AH /1213 CE

Architectural elements:
< Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway (front facade)
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© Rectangular door/window (courtyard facade)

Sub elements:

Portal: FER
© High entrance recess with pointed frontal arch and mugarnas (cellwork) daiyie 43 (o) § Lude Ghez 9B ®o iy @iiye Joue ©
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= Arch with interlace decoration, incised relief, six-fold geometric pattern Qs GL ©
© Rectangular doorway & yome AS 8539 D3dgale Byloxs d 9 Liidsd §1,8 Jrcuo iSLu =
= Plain lintel, relieving margin and three vertical stones topped by a 4381 8,8
large horizontal stone block 3lgis Wlgdl
Door/window: Adatue dod ©
© Rectangular opening Ble od 70 J;ﬁ.«u aSle ©

= Plain lintel with relieving arch Jraie t@llall
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Description:

The large-scale street facade of this free-standing building, once outside the
city walls, is built of fine limestone ashlar. The elevation of the monumental
portal with frontal arch is higher than that of the facade. Inside the entrance
recess, the rectongular doorway with a plain lintel is topped by three vertical
stones as well as one large horizontal stone block. The vaulting is made by
three tiers of large muqarnas cells and ends in a small half-dome.

The doors and windows of the lateral courtyord focade are rectongular and
plain, the lintels of the doors in the lower zone are topped by relieving arches.
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Ayyubid: Al-Firdaws School, Khangah al-Farafira
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11 | As-Sultaniyya Mosque (School)

Facade: Entfrance, facing north
Date: 620 AH /1223 CE, inscriptions

Architectural elements:
© Entrance portal with arched recess and rectongular doorway

Sub elements:
© Enfrance recess with pointed frontal arch, voult
© Rectangular doorway
= Plain frame
< Inscription frieze with three bands
Condition: The building is destroyed except for the portal and the
Mamluk minaret
Description:
A plain building focade made of limestone ashlar. The doorway is con-
structed in a vaulted recess, the door opening being rectangular and sur-
mounted by a broad inscription band stretching over the walls.

:daglita aliai
Gglol duyall 2E0SI)

Similar examples:
Zangid: Al-Hallawiyya School
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Ayyubid period

12 | Al-Firdaws School

Facade: Entronce, facing west
Date: 633 AH /1235 CE, foundation inscription
Architectural elements:
< Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangulor doorway
Sub elements:
© Frontal arch
« Upper cornice
© Inscription frieze
© Entfrance recess with mugarnas (cellwork) hood
© Rectangular doorway
= Plain lintel, relieving margin and three vertical stones over three
courses of masonry
Condition: Domaged

Description:

The large-scale limestone facade is plain except for the frontal arch
and a continuous inscription frieze. The rectangular door opening in-
side the recess is surmounted by three long, vertical stones and the
high inscription band. The mugarnas vaulting is fopped by a scalloped
half-dome.

This austere and impressive free-standing building, once outside the city
walls, is Aleppo’s largest and most famous Ayyubid school (madrasa).

Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Az-Zahiriyya School

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE

diigaVl ayiall

813-12/.a 7 - 6 y)dll
yugaall dwjaa | 12
Oyl olosls (Jsull imalg
ossslidl g3 @ 1235/ » 633 3aLill
:djjlaca ynlic
Juaitue ubj)hju &753 & Jsaadl Llgy ©
dic)d yolic
Gz ovsd O
Sole aib -
S Ly 80 it ©
Olasdall LS o0 48 Chad zo golyte J5ue ©
dibts G ©
Bodo & Lg398 Logsle Byloe B o Cinisatll £, auy S ©
sLd) sl oo
Jpate @llall
sangll
Ol by by Gl dsdall g8 las G5l e deseall dgzlsll olis
B zeall (STl
Jsb Lls Logels dgiae Byl & Sl Joaal) Ldatual] O olsy
Jsb e ey gl ) S g il s gasll 8)lorodly céloalie 2536
Ao 48 Liad das,iall el slais LV 3 dazloll
Bpsedl gl g3ls Jhts Sy Als s ls enally el Gl s
eV o pulie y4als ST s dayad

. & e g i
:amgling dlial
4y yollall duwyatl scnigal

Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo © <113 4 Giiijlill ilsnll yo Gjlidn alaalgl sinjJgaa O 21]99



6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE
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Facade: Exterior: Enfrance, facing north
Interior courtyard: West (and east) side
Date: 635 AH /1237 CE
Architectural elements:
< Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway (front facade)
© Rectangular door (courtyard facade)
Sub elements:
Portal:
© Entfrance recess with mugarnas (cellwork) hood
= Half-dome with interlace decoration, incised relief, with six-fold
geometric pattern
© Rectangular doorway, ploin frame
© Stone block with inscription panel

Door: S i gy uoly s O
© Rectangular door b
= Wooden tie beam Jubtus L ©
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= Plain lintel and relieving arch
Condition: Rehabilitated

Description:

The relatively small-dimensioned portal opens in the limestone facade with
a recess, whose base level lies below the present street level. The rectan-
gular doorway is surmounted by a rectangular stone block with inscription
panel, two tiers of large mugarnas cells and a small half-dome with an
incised geometric pattern.

The rectangular door openings in the lateral courtyard focade are spanned
by a continuous wooden tie beam right below the lintels, which are topped
by relieving arches.
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Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Ash-Shadhbakhtiyya School
Mamluk: Bimaristan Arghun
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