Seljuk period (5th - 6th century AH / 11th - 12th century CE)

The square minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque (finished in 489 AH / 1096 CE), which
collopsed in 2013, was the only existing example from the Seljuk period (471-511 AH /
1078-1117 CE) in Aleppo. Besides the Citadel, it had been the hallmark of the City of Aleppo
dominating its cityscape for more than 900 years. It is regarded as a principal monument
of medieval Aleppo.

The facade design is attributed to local, century-old, pre-Islomic traditions that distinguish the
late antique school of architecture of Northwest Syria. Among the characteristic features are
a continuous moulding that crowns the window openings with three-lobed arches and a blind
arcade with colonnettes; the facade is completed by calligraphic inscription panels and bands.

Zangid period (6th century AH / 12th century CE)

Few buildings, or building parts, have survived from the Zangid period (522-579 AH / 1128-1183
CE); some of those remaining are older structures which were modified, such as al-Madrasa
al-Hallawiyya. This era stands out due to the classical trend which also marks the unique
Seljuk minaret of the Great Mosque, in addition to the emergence of some new elements.
Standing within the dense urban fabric, Zangid building facades are hardly visible in Alep-
po’s cityscape, but their decorated limestone portals provide an eye-catching feature. In
general, the Zangid entrance door is built inside a stone vaulted recess with a frontal arch,
its rectangular opening surmounted by a plain flat lintel and a relieving arch, as well as an
inscription panel or band. An exception is the free-standing facade of the ash-Shu‘aybiyya
Mosque (545 AH / 1150 CE) whose original entrance portal shows the earliest preserved
decoration using elaborately joggled stone elements.
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Seljuk period

| Minaret of the Great Umayyad
Mosque

Facade: Minaret on the northwest corner of the mosque
- view of the east and south side facing the courtyard
Date: Around 96 AH / 715 CE (mosque founded)
489 AH /1096 CE, inscription (minaret completed)
Architectural elements:
© Minaret shaft, square shape, four-tiered, with top shaft
and gollery
Sub elements:
< Cornice moulding
© Frieze with calligraphic inscription
Third tier:
© Blind arcade
= Multi-lobed arch formed by a continuous moulding
with an inner chevron border
= Half-colonnette
© Round window, multi-lobed
Fourth tier:
© Three-lobed arches, formed by a continuous moulding
with an inner dentil border
© Rectangular window
= Openwork stone screen
< Upper cornice
- Frieze with a series of small rounded arches
= Carved foliate scroll decoration

Condition: Destroyed 2013

Description:

The minaret’s characteristic decorative feature — apart from
the friezes with calligraphic (Kufic) Arabic inscriptions run-
ning along the moulded cornices that divide the 45 m long
shaft into four tiers — are the cusped mouldings; they run
continuously around the edges of the minaret’s facades fo
form blind arches. Continuous as well as cusped mouldings
are attributed to local, century-old, pre-Islamic traditions
thot distinguish the late ontique school of architecture of
Northwest Syria.

The square minaret type was continued in Aleppo’s mosques
until the beginning of the Mamluk period (second half of the
7th century AH / 13th century CE).

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Minaret of the Altunbugha Mosque, Minaret of
ar-Rumi Mosque, Minaret of al-Mihmandar Mosque
Ottoman: Minaret of al-Khusrawiyya Mosque

5th - 6th century AH / 11th - 12th century CE
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Zangid period

2 | Al-Hallawiyya School

Facade: Entronce portal, facing east

Date: 543 AH /1149-50 CE

(rebuilt/converted into a school)

Architectural elements:

© Lateral walls of the arched entrance recess

Sub elements:

© Frieze with three calligraphic inscription bands
Condition: Slightly domaged

Description:

Only the sides of the entrance portal with its orched recess
belong to the Zangid time. Zangid inscriptions still exist on

the sides while there is an Ottoman inscription panel above
the doorway.

Similar examples:
Ayyubid: As-Sultaniyyo Mosque (School)

6th century AH / 12th century CE
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Zangid period

3 | Bimaristan Nur ad-Din

Facade: Entronce portal, facing east
Date: Between 543 and 548 AH / 1148 and 1155 CE
Architectural elements:
© Rectangular doorway inside the entrance recess
Sub elements:
© Rectangular doorway
= Frame moulding (outer border)
= Inner border with chevrons and cusps
© Relieving arch
© Inscription panel/band
Condition: Slightly domaged
Description:
The rectongular doorway, once set in a deep and high arched recess, is
accentuated by mouldings, the inner one of which is ornamentally composed
of alternating cusps and chevrons. This is surmounted by a relieving arch

formed of four voussoir blocks indicating a monolithic block, in addition to
calligraphic inscriptions.

6th century AH / 12th century CE
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Similar examples:

Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque
Ayyubid: Mashhad al-Husayn

Mamluk: Altunbugha Mosque
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Zangid period

4 | Ash-Shu‘aybiyya Mosque (School)

Facade: Entronce, facing west

Date: 545 AH / 1150-51 CE

(rebuilt/converted into a school)

Architectural elements:

© Rectangular doorway inside the entrance porch (with a
narrowed arch opening)

Sub elements:

© Rectangular opening

= Lintel of massive joggled voussoirs (stone blocks) with
ornamental interlocking, centred design, multi-coloured

= Relieving orch of massive serrated voussoirs (stone blocks),
centred design

Condition: Rehabilitated
Description:

6th century AH / 12th century CE
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The door lintel inside the — nowadays partly enclosed - entrance
porch is made massive voussoirs with ornamental interlocking joints
and the relieving arch is made of massive interlocking voussoirs with
serrated edges; they are both arranged in a symmetric design.

The lintel and the relieving arch make part of the original, cross-vault-
ed porch of the madrasa building. These are the earliest examples of
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a type of both structural and decorative design in Aleppo.

Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel, Bimaristan Arghun
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Zangid period

5 | Al-Muqaddamiyya School

Facade: Entrance portal, facing west
Date: 564 AH / 1168-69 CE
Architectural elements:
© Entrance portal with arched recess and rectongular doorway
Sub elements:
© Entrancel recess with three-lobed frontal arch and vault
© Rectangular doorway
= Plain jambs and lintel
© Relieving arch of massive voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone blocks)
© Inscription panel
© Roundels
Condition: Infact

Description:

The three-lobed arch of the entrance portal with its three-lobed groin vault-
ed ceiling is the only one of its kind remaining in Aleppo. However, the shape
of the three-lobed arch is also found as a decorative detail, for example in
minarets. The linfel of the rectangular entrance door with a plain frame is
surmounted by a relieving arch with large voussoirs and an inscription panel.

Similar examples:
Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umoyyod Mosque
Mamluk: Minaret of al-Mihmandar Mosque, Mausoleum Kha'irbak

6th century AH / 12th century CE
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