Introduction

The quality and beauty as well as the distinctiveness of Aleppo’s built heritage are plainly
visible to everyone walking through the streets of the old city. The facades of the numerous
monuments are, in general, charocterised by limestone masonry and ornamental stone
work. A variety of individual elements serving both structural and decorative purposes,
most notably for focade openings, have played a relatively prominent role through the
ages.

This Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo highlights primarily ex-
terior facades with a particular focus on doors and windows from the Seljuk period to
modern times. The elements are chosen from 60 historical buildings including religious,
commercial and residential buildings. In some cases, it is not possible to assign a date
of construction or restoration to an element with absolute certainty. The focus is on the
presentation of a general chronological sequence. Wherever possible, specific technical
terms are avoided in the text. All pictures are selected from the collections of the Syrian
Heritage Archive Project (SHAP).

Many of these monuments were affected, damaged or destroyed, by the conflict in Syria,
the clashes of which lasted in Aleppo from 2012 to 2016; reconstruction work is ongoing.
Thus, it seems particularly important to recall and document the diversity and richness
of detail in the city’s built heritage, which give testimony to the traditional skills and com-
petence of the builders, architects and craftsmen and which contribute to Aleppo's local
identity and its position as a distinguished and beautiful city.
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— Aleppo Built Heritage Documentation, Heidelberg: arthistoricum.net 2022, https://doi.org/10.11588/arthistoricum.1008
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one way or another on many of the historical building facades in Aleppo.
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Small arched window with arrowslit opening
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Course with a reciprocal trefoil motif, black
stone and stone/marble inlay in yellow/white,
topped with a black course of masonry
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Rectangular grilled window with ablag sill and jambs,
yellow/black/white, yellow lintel
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